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The Gift Imagination and Erotic Life of Property Lewis Hyde

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde explores a fascinating intersection of ideas that
challenge conventional understandings of creativity, ownership, and human connection. Lewis Hyde, a
renowned cultural critic and author, has profoundly influenced how we think about creativity and
property, particularly in his seminal work, *The Gift: Imagination and the Erotic Life of Property*. This
book ventures far beyond the typical economic or legalistic notions of ownership, diving into the intimate,
almost sacred relationships that bind artists, their work, and society. It’s a journey into how gifts—both

tangible and intangible—shape cultural life and personal identity.

Understanding Hyde’s vision requires unpacking what he means by “gift imagination” and how it contrasts
with the concept of property as mere possession. His insights reveal a deep, almost erotic dynamic at play in
the exchange of creative works, where imagination fuels generosity and connection rather than

commodification and control.

The Gift Imagination: Creativity as a Living Exchange

Lewis Hyde’s idea of the gift imagination challenges us to rethink creativity not as a solitary act of
ownership but as a dynamic, communal process. In his framework, a gift is never static; it circulates, gains

value through exchange, and nurtures relationships.

From Property to Gift: A Shift in Perspective

Most of us are familiar with the concept of property in terms of ownership—something that can be bought,
sold, or controlled. Hyde contrasts this transactional view with the notion of the gift, which carries with it

an obligation to give further, to keep ideas and creations moving rather than locked away.
This shift from property to gift imagination asks us to consider:

- How creative works thrive when shared rather than hoarded.

- The role of generosity in sustaining artistic communities.

- The ways in which gifts build trust and social bonds beyond mere economic value.

By framing creativity as a gift, Hyde opens up a world where art, culture, and human connection are



intertwined, and where the erotic life of property hints at desire, passion, and vitality within these

exchanges.

Imagination as an Erotic Force

The phrase “erotic life” in Hyde’s title might initially surprise readers, but it speaks to the profound, almost
sensual energy behind creative exchange. Eroticism here isn’t about sexuality in the narrow sense; it’s

about the life force that animates giving and receiving.

Imagination, in this context, becomes a kind of erotic energy—an intimate, compelling force that drives
artists to share their work and audiences to respond with appreciation, interpretation, and transformation.
This erotic life of property suggests that ownership isn’t about control but about the passionate, ongoing

relationship between creator, creation, and community.

Property in Cultural and Legal Contexts

Hyde doesn’t dismiss the reality of property rights or the legal frameworks that govern ownership, but he
challenges their limitations when applied to creative works. The tension between gift and property is

especially relevant in discussions about intellectual property, copyright, and the commodification of culture.

Intellectual Property and the Limits of Ownership

In modern society, intellectual property laws aim to protect creators by granting exclusive rights over
their works. However, Hyde critiques these laws as potentially stifling the gift imagination by

transforming art into a commodity meant for individual profit rather than collective enrichment.
He argues that:

- Strict property laws can hinder the free flow of ideas.

- Creativity flourishes when artists feel connected to a larger cultural dialogue.

- The "gift economy" of ideas often precedes and transcends legal ownership.

This perspective encourages a reconsideration of how we balance protecting creators with promoting open

cultural exchange.



The Erotic Life of Property in Modern Capitalism

Hyde’s exploration also extends to the broader economic systems that shape our understanding of property.
In capitalist societies, property is often reduced to an asset, a thing to be accumulated and controlled. The
“erotic life,” however, suggests a more vibrant, relational existence for property—one that resists

commodification.

This concept pushes back against:

- The alienation of creators from their works.

- The idea that everything must be monetized.

- The loss of communal and emotional value in art.

It invites us to imagine property as alive, charged with meaning and desire, rather than inert and purely

transactional.

How The Gift Imagination Transforms Creative Practice

For artists, writers, musicians, and other creators, embracing the gift imagination can profoundly reshape

their relationship with their work and audience.

Creative Giving and Receiving

Hyde’s ideas encourage creators to view their work as gifts offered to the world—something that invites
response, reinterpretation, and further giving. This attitude nurtures a creative cycle fueled by generosity

rather than anxiety over ownership or control.
Tips for embracing this mindset include:
- Sharing early drafts or ideas to invite collaboration.

- Viewing feedback and reinterpretation as part of the gift cycle.

- Recognizing the audience as active participants in the creative exchange.

Building Community Through Shared Creativity

The gift imagination also highlights how creative work can build and sustain communities. By valuing the

erotic life of property, artists foster connections that go beyond market transactions.



This community-building happens through:
- Collaborative projects rooted in shared values.
- Open-source and commons-based creative initiatives.

- Events and spaces that celebrate the exchange of ideas and culture.

Hyde’s work inspires creators to see themselves as part of a living cultural ecosystem where gifts circulate

and grow.

The Gift Imagination in Everyday Life

‘While Hyde’s work often focuses on art and culture, the principles of gift imagination and the erotic life of

property apply broadly—even to everyday relationships and social interactions.

Gifts Beyond Material Objects

In daily life, we give and receive countless intangible gifts—time, attention, kindness, knowledge.
Recognizing these as gifts enriches our connections and fosters a deeper appreciation for the non-material
wealth in our lives.

For example:

- Sharing stories or skills freely creates bonds.

- Acts of service and care circulate goodwill.

- Emotional support acts as a vital, life-affirming gift.

Reframing Ownership in Relationships

Hyde’s ideas invite a rethinking of how we “own” or possess things in relationships—whether ideas,

memories, or emotional experiences. Instead of control, the focus shifts to mutual exchange and respect.
This approach can:

- Reduce conflicts over “ownership” of shared experiences.

- Encourage generosity in giving and receiving love or attention.

- Enhance intimacy through ongoing, reciprocal exchanges.

The gift imagination thus becomes a lens through which we see property and ownership as living,



evolving, and deeply human phenomena.

The gift imagination and erotic life of property Lewis Hyde explores ultimately offers a powerful
alternative to conventional ideas about creativity and ownership. It reveals how generosity, imagination,
and desire animate cultural life, challenging us to embrace a more relational, vibrant understanding of
property. In doing so, Hyde’s work continues to inspire artists, thinkers, and everyday people to reimagine

their connections to both their creations and one another.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Gift: Imagination and the Erotic Life of
Property’ by Lewis Hyde?

'"The Gift' explores the concept of creativity and artistic work as a form of gift-giving, contrasting the
economy of gifts with the market economy, and examining how imagination and creativity relate to

property and value.

How does Lewis Hyde define the 'gift economy’ in his book?

Hyde describes the gift economy as a system where value is created and circulated through generosity,

reciprocity, and social bonds, rather than through monetary exchange or ownership.

What role does imagination play in 'The Gift'?

Imagination is portrayed as a vital force that fuels creativity and the production of gifts, enabling artists and

creators to connect with the community and contribute to a shared cultural wealth.

Why does Lewis Hyde refer to the 'erotic life of property’ in his title?

The phrase 'erotic life of property' metaphorically suggests the dynamic, passionate, and relational aspects of
creative works and ideas, highlighting how property can be alive and circulated through desire and

exchange rather than static ownership.

How does 'The Gift' relate to contemporary discussions about intellectual

property?

'"The Gift' offers a critical perspective on intellectual property by emphasizing the importance of sharing
and the communal nature of creativity, challenging rigid notions of ownership and control over creative

works.



Can 'The Gift' be applied to understanding the digital economy and

creative commons?

Yes, Hyde's ideas about gift economies and the circulation of creative works resonate with the principles
behind the digital economy and Creative Commons licensing, which promote sharing and open access to

creative content.

What examples does Lewis Hyde use to illustrate the gift economy?

Hyde draws on diverse examples including indigenous gift-giving practices, the role of shamans, the work

of poets and artists, and traditional gift exchanges to illustrate how gift economies function across cultures.

How does 'The Gift' challenge traditional capitalist views of property and
creativity?

'"The Gift' challenges capitalist views by suggesting that creativity and cultural products should not be
confined to market transactions but understood as gifts that foster community, connection, and ongoing

cycles of giving.

‘What impact has "The Gift' had on artists and creative communities?

'"The Gift' has inspired many artists and creative communities to rethink their relationship to their work,
encouraging them to value generosity, collaboration, and the communal aspects of creativity beyond

commercial success.

Additional Resources

The Gift Imagination and Erotic Life of Property: Exploring Lewis Hyde’s Cultural Critique

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde emerges as a provocative intersection in
contemporary cultural and philosophical discourse. Lewis Hyde, a thinker renowned for his insightful
reflections on creativity, property, and cultural exchange, invites readers to reconsider the foundational
assumptions about ownership, value, and human desire. His work—most notably articulated in texts like
*The Gift* and *The Gift: Imagination and the Erotic Life of Property*—challenges conventional economic

paradigms by exploring how gifts and property intertwine with human imagination and erotic energy.

In this article, we investigate the nuances of Hyde’s arguments, analyzing how his conception of the “gift
imagination” contests modern capitalist notions of property and introduces a deeper, often overlooked
dimension of human relationships with possessions and creativity. We also consider the implications of his
erotic framing of property, probing how desire and intimacy shape our understanding of ownership

beyond mere utility or accumulation.



Understanding the Gift Imagination: Beyond Conventional

Ownership

At the heart of Lewis Hyde’s thesis lies the concept of the “gift imagination,” a framework that contrasts
sharply with dominant capitalist ideologies centered on market exchange and commodification. Hyde draws
on anthropological and literary traditions to argue that gifts operate within a cycle of giving, receiving, and
reciprocating, creating a social and spiritual economy distinct from transactional exchanges. This
imagination envisions property not as a static, alienable object but as a living entity imbued with relational

meaning and communal significance.

Hyde’s exploration delves into historical and cultural examples—from indigenous gift economies to artistic
creation—revealing how the gift imagination nurtures social bonds and sustains cultural vitality. Unlike
property in its conventional form, which is often enclosed, controlled, and exploited for individual gain, the
gift circulates freely, generating trust and mutual obligation. In this way, Hyde’s work challenges the
reader to rethink the nature of ownership and to recognize the ethical and imaginative dimensions

embedded in acts of giving.

The Erotic Life of Property: Desire, Intimacy, and Ownership

Perhaps the most groundbreaking and controversial aspect of Hyde’s work is his framing of property
through the lens of eroticism. The phrase “erotic life of property” might initially evoke a metaphorical or
poetic reading, but Hyde grounds this idea in a profound analysis of how desire, attraction, and intimacy

shape human relationships with possessions and creative works.

Hyde suggests that property is not a cold, mechanical concept but one infused with longing and emotional
investment. The act of possessing something—be it a work of art, a piece of land, or a cultural artifact—is
intertwined with an erotic charge: a sense of fascination, attachment, and vulnerability. This erotic
dimension complicates the simplistic view of property as an objectifiable commodity, emphasizing instead

the fluidity and unpredictability of human connection to things.

By situating property within an erotic framework, Hyde invites us to consider how ownership can be an
act of care, reverence, and creative exchange. This perspective opens new possibilities for thinking about
intellectual property, cultural heritage, and artistic gifts, suggesting that preserving the vitality and

circulation of property requires acknowledging its erotic and imaginative life.

Comparative Perspectives: Hyde’s Gift Imagination versus



Capitalist Property

To fully appreciate the significance of Hyde’s contribution, it is useful to compare his gift imagination with
the dominant capitalist model of property. Capitalism prioritizes private ownership, individual
accumulation, and market exchange, often reducing property to a mere asset or investment. This
framework tends to abstract property from its social and cultural contexts, viewing it primarily in terms of

utility and economic value.

In contrast, Hyde’s gift imagination emphasizes relationality, communal responsibility, and the symbolic
power of giving. Property, within this paradigm, is not simply “owned” but participates in ongoing cycles
of exchange that sustain social life. This model aligns with various indigenous and pre-modern societies’

practices, where property rights are embedded in ritual, kinship, and collective identity.

Hyde’s critique highlights several pros and cons when juxtaposed with capitalist property:

¢ Pros of Gift Imagination: Encourages social cohesion, preserves cultural traditions, fosters creativity,

and respects the intangible values of property.

¢ Cons of Gift Imagination: Less suited to large-scale economic systems, potential ambiguity in property

rights, and challenges in legal enforcement.

e Pros of Capitalist Property: Clear ownership rights, incentive structures for innovation, scalability in

markets.

¢ Cons of Capitalist Property: Can promote inequality, commodification of culture, and alienation from

the objects of ownership.

This comparison underscores the ongoing tension between different ways of valuing property and
creativity, a tension that Hyde’s work seeks to illuminate by invoking imagination and eroticism as critical

forces.

Implications for Intellectual Property and Cultural Commons

Lewis Hyde’s ideas resonate powerfully in contemporary debates around intellectual property (IP) and the
cultural commons. In an era marked by digital reproduction, copyright controversies, and questions over
cultural appropriation, the gift imagination offers a fresh lens to reconsider how knowledge and creativity

circulate.



Hyde’s emphasis on the gift cycle suggests that art and cultural works thrive when shared and
reinterpreted, rather than enclosed behind restrictive legal barriers. The erotic life of property, in this
context, foregrounds the emotional and imaginative engagement that creators and audiences have with
cultural products. This perspective supports movements advocating for open access, creative commons

licenses, and collaborative artistic production.

By recognizing the gift imagination as integral to cultural sustainability, Hyde’s philosophy challenges
policymakers and cultural institutions to rethink ownership models that balance creators’ rights with

community benefits.

Exploring the Erotic Dimension: A Deeper Psychological and
Philosophical Inquiry

The erotic framing of property invites a multidisciplinary analysis, drawing from psychology, philosophy,
and literary theory. At its core, eroticism denotes not merely sexual desire but a broader concept of
attraction and creative energy. Hyde’s work suggests that property—and by extension, art and

creativity—is alive with this energy, constantly in flux and charged with potentiality.

This idea parallels romantic and psychoanalytic traditions that view desire as a driving force of human
experience and creativity. The “erotic life” of property posits that ownership involves vulnerability, risk,
and a dynamic relationship between the self and the world. Rather than a possession to be locked down,

property becomes a site of ongoing negotiation and imaginative engagement.
Such a view complicates legalistic and economic approaches that treat property as inert objects. Instead, it

calls for a sensitive understanding of how human passions and cultural meanings animate our attachments

to things.

Case Studies Illustrating Hyde’s Concepts

To ground Hyde’s theoretical propositions, a few examples illustrate the gift imagination and erotic life of

property in practice:
1. Artistic Patronage and Gift Economies: Historical systems where artists received patronage as gifts
rather than formal contracts, fostering creative freedom and relational bonds.

2. Indigenous Land Stewardship: Cultural practices where land is not “owned” in a proprietary sense

but cared for as a communal gift, emphasizing responsibility and reciprocity.



3. Open Source Software Communities: Modern digital environments where code is shared as a gift,

reflecting Hyde’s vision of property as circulating and generative rather than fixed.

These cases highlight how Hyde’s ideas apply across diverse domains, from ancient traditions to cutting-

edge digital cultures.

The gift imagination and erotic life of property, as articulated by Lewis Hyde, challenge entrenched
assumptions about ownership, value, and human creativity. His work encourages a profound rethinking of
how we relate to possessions, urging a move toward models that honor generosity, relationality, and the
dynamic energies that animate culture and desire. As debates around property and creativity continue to
evolve in the 21st century, Hyde’s insights remain a vital resource for scholars, artists, and policymakers

seeking a more humane and imaginative approach to property’s place in society.

The Gift Imagination And Erotic Life Of Property L.ewis Hyde

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Gift Lewis Hyde, 1999
Starting with the premise that the work of art is a gift and not a commodity, this revolutionary book
ranges across anthropology, literature, economics, and psychology to show how the 'commerce of
the creative spirit' functions in the lives of artists and in culture as a whole.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Gift Lewis Hyde, Bonnie P.
O'Connell, 1991

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Gift Lewis Hyde,
2009-07-01 “A manifesto of sorts for anyone who makes art [and] cares for it.” —Zadie Smith “The
best book I know of for talented but unacknowledged creators. . . . A masterpiece.” —Margaret
Atwood “No one who is invested in any kind of art . . . can read The Gift and remain unchanged.”
—David Foster Wallace By now a modern classic, The Gift is a brilliantly orchestrated defense of the
value of creativity and of its importance in a culture increasingly governed by money and overrun
with commodities. This book is even more necessary today than when it first appeared. An
illuminating and transformative book, and completely original in its view of the world, The Gift is
cherished by artists, writers, musicians, and thinkers. It is in itself a gift to all who discover the
classic wisdom found in its pages.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Gift , 1983

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Gift Lewis Hyde,
2019-09-24 “If you want to write, paint, sing, compose, act, or make films, read The Gift.” —from the
Introduction by Margaret Atwood A modern classic cherished by many of the greatest artists of our
time and a brilliant, life-changing defense of the value of creative labor. Drawing on examples from
folklore and literature, history and tribal customs, economics and modern copyright law, Lewis Hyde
demonstrates how our society—governed by the marketplace—is poorly equipped to determine the
worth of artists” work. He shows us that another way is possible: the alternative economy of the gift,
which allows creations and ideas to circulate freely, rather than hoarding them as commodities.
[Nluminating and transformative, The Gift is a triumph of originality and insight—an essential book
for anyone who has ever given or received a work of art.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Gypsy Scholars, Migrant
Teachers and the Global Academic Proletariat Rudolphus Teeuwen, Steffen Hantke, 2007 Once


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-100/the-gift-imagination-and-erotic-life-of-property-lewis-hyde.pdf

adjunct teaching was considered a temporary solution to faculty shortages in institutions of higher
education. Now it a permanent and indispensable feature of such institutions, not just in the U.S. but
worldwide. This book takes stock of this new development, concentrating primarily on the situation
in the humanities. It looks at its impact on the lives of the highly-educated scholars and teachers
from many parts of the world; scholars waking up to the sobering fact that higher education
presents them with a two-tiered labour market in which they themselves are permanently barred
from moving up to the higher tier. To them, being an adjunct teacher means experiencing frustration
and humiliation. All essays in this book offer personal accounts of adjuncts' experiences together
with critical reflections on institutional conditions and suggestions for their improvement. In turn
defiant, poignant, analytical, exasperated, and sardonic, these essays are always incisive and
revealing. Their inside view - a view from below - shows higher education as a world different from
how it appears to tenured professors and university administrators, different from that presented in
most college brochures. For all those who care about the current state and the future of higher
education - no matter if they are teachers, scholars, students, parents, or administrators - this book
will offer valuable insights into the working world of academic teaching.--BOOK JACKET.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Question of the Gift Mark
Osteen, 2013-09-13 The Question of the Gift is the first collection of new interdisciplinary essays on
the gift. Bringing together scholars from a variety of fields, including anthropology, literary
criticism, economics, philosophy and classics, it provides new paradigms and poses new questions
concerning the theory and practice of gift exchange. In addressing these questions, contributors not
only challenge the conventions of their fields, but also combine ideas and methods from both the
social sciences and humanities to forge innovative ways of confronting this universal phenomenon.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Common As Air Lewis Hyde,
2012-03-01 In 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his famous ‘ I Have a Dream’ speech. Thirty
years later his son registered the words ‘ I Have a Dream’ as a trademark and successfully blocked
attempts to reproduce these four words. Unlike the Gettysburg Address and other famous speeches,
‘1 Have a Dream’ is now private property, even though some the speech is comprised of words
written by Thomas Jefferson, a man who very much believed that the corporate land grab of
knowledge was at odds with the development of civil society. Exploring the complex intersection
between creativity and commerce, Hyde raises the question of how our shared store of art and
knowledge might be made compatible with our desire to copyright everything, and questions
whether the fruits of creative labour can - or should - be privately owned, especially in the digital
age. ‘ In what sense,” he writes, ‘ can someone own, and therefore control other people’ s access to,
a work of fiction or a public speech or the ideas behind a drug?’ Moving deftly between literary
analysis, history and biography (from Benjamin Franklin’ s reluctance to patent his inventions to Bob
Dylan’ s admission that his early method of songwriting was largely comprised of ‘ rearranging
verses to old blues ballads, adding an original line here or there... slapping a title on it’ ), Common
As Air is a stirring call-to-arms about how we might concretely legislate for a cultural commons that
would simultaneously allow for financial reward and protection from monopoly. Rigorous,
informative and riveting, this is a book for anyone who is interested in the creative process.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Time and Commodity Culture
John Frow, 1997 Time and Commodity Culture is a set of four linked essays on the cultural systems
of postmodernity. Rather than taking modernity and postmodernity as real historical epochs,
however, it understands them as strategies for organizing time and social order by means of a
“nostalgic' division within them. Each essay explores a particular dimension of this organization of
time, especially in relation to the anxieties and the possibilities created by the commodification of
culture. The central essay, “Gift and Commodity', studies two areas in which the speed of
commodification has increased markedly in recent years: That of the person, and that of information.
Using a mix of anthropological, legal, economic, and historical materials, it investigates the
privatization of the commons in information by way of such things as the development of markets in
human DNA, the trade in human organs, and the creation of property rights in "personality'. *What



Was Postmodernism?' analyses the structured anxiety about the commodification of culture that is
called "postmodern theory'. A further essay explores tourism as a figure of modernity, and a final
essay on memory explores the phenomena of "recovered memory' and of Holocaust remembrance as
ways of constructing temporally ordered forms of the real.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Perfect Gift Amy A. Kass,
2002-08-12 The Perfect Gift aims to cultivate and enlighten our philanthropic imagination. It
addresses us all as present and future philanthropists-as human beings who give, serve, and seek to
promote the well-being of others. It suggests that we are continually confronted with choices about
giving, and offers literary selections intended to help us reflect more seriously on these
choices.Editor Amy A. Kass has gathered an intriguing and inspiring collection of readings from
many cultures, genres, and time periods. Classical literature, philosophy, and religion are well
represented, but so are contemporary and popular writing. The Perfect Gift draws from the works of
Aristotle, Shakespeare, Dostoevsky, C. S. Lewis, Alexis de Tocqueville, Martin Luther King, P. G.
Wodehouse, and Shel Silverstein, among others. Kass's thoughtful introductions guide reflection on
when, why, how, to whom, and what we should give.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The ~AErotic Life of
Manuscripts Yii-Jan Lin, 2016-01-04 The Erotic Life of Manuscripts explores the curious
relationship between the field of New Testament textual criticism and the biological sciences,
beginning in the eighteenth century and extending into the present.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Virginia Woolf in Context
Bryony Randall, Jane Goldman, 2012-12-17 Covering a wide range of historical, theoretical, critical
and cultural contexts, this collection studies key issues in contemporary Woolf studies.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: The Love of Nature and the End
of the World Shierry Weber Nicholsen, 2003-02-28 A psychological exploration of how the love of
nature can coexist in our psyches with apathy toward environmental destruction. Virtually everyone
values some aspect of the natural world. Yet many people are surprisingly unconcerned about
environmental issues, treating them as the province of special interest groups. Seeking to
understand how our appreciation for the beauty of nature and our indifference to its destruction can
coexist in us, Shierry Weber Nicholsen explores dimensions of our emotional experience with the
natural world that are so deep and painful that they often remain unspoken. The Love of Nature and
the End of the World is a gathering of meditations and collages. Its evocations of our emotional
attachment to the natural world and the emotional impact of environmental deterioration are meant
to encourage individual and collective reflection on a difficult dilemma. Nicholsen draws on work in
environmental philosophy and ecopsychology; the writings of psychoanalytic thinkers such as
Wilfred Bion, Donald Meltzer, and D. W. Winnicott; and ideas from Buddhist and Sufi traditions. She
shows how our emotional responses to the vulnerabilities of the natural world range from intense
caring and compassion, through grief and outrage, to diffuse depression. Individual chapters focus
on silence and the process whereby we move from the unspoken to the spoken, the love of nature,
the perceptual reciprocity with the natural world to which we might mature, beauty in the human
and natural realms, the psychological impact of the destruction of the natural world, and reflections
on the future.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Thinking Through the Body
of the Law Pheng Cheah, David Fraser, Judith Grbich, 1996-07 Issues that are drawn from, and
bear on, disciplines including philosophy, law and legal studies, feminist studies, social and political
theory, communication studies, critical theory and cultural studies.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Women and Resistance in
Contemporary Bengali Cinema Srimati Mukherjee, 2016-01-13 Historically, Indian cinema has
positioned women at the intersection of tradition and a more evolving culture, portraying
contradictory attitudes which affect women'’s roles in public and private spheres. Examining the
work of three directors from West Bengal, this book addresses the juxtaposition of tradition and
culture regarding women in Bengali cinema. It argues the antithesis of women’s roles, particularly in



terms of ideas of resistance, revolution, change, and autonomy, by suggesting they convey
resistance to hegemonic structures, encouraging a re-envisioning of women'’s positions within the
familial-social matrix. Along with presenting a perception of culture as dynamic and evolving, the
book discusses how some directors show that with this rupturing of the traditionally prohibitive, and
a notion of unmaking and making in women, a traditional inclination is exposed to align women with
ideas of absence, substitution, and disposability. The author goes on to show how selected auteurs in
contemporary Bengali cinema break with certain traditional representations of women, gesturing
towards a culture that is more liberating for women. Presenting the first full-length study of
women'’s changing roles over the last twenty years of Bengali cinema, this book will be a useful
contribution for students and scholars of South Asian Culture, Film Studies and Gender Studies.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Valuing Dance Susan Leigh
Foster, 2019-02-01 Because dance materializes through and for people, because we learn to dance
from others and often present dance to others, the moment of its transmission is one of dance's
central and defining features. Valuing Dance looks at the occasion when dancing passes from one
person to another as an act of exchange, one that is redolent with symbolic meanings, including
those associated with its history and all the labor that has gone into its making. It examines two
ways that dance can be exchanged, as commodity and as gift, reflecting on how each establishes
dance's relative worth and merit differently. When and why do we give dance? Where and to whom
do we sell it? How are such acts of exchange rationalized and justified? Valuing Dance poses these
questions in order to contribute to a conversation around what dance is, what it does, and why it
matters.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Money and Thoughtlessness
Justin Pack, 2023-01-01 In this book, Justin Pack proposes a genealogy of the traditional suspicion of
money and merchants. This genealogy is framed both by how money itself has changed and how
different traditions responded to money. Money and merchants became heavily debated concerns in
the Axial Age, which coincided with the spread of coinage. A deep suspicion of money and merchants
was particularly notable in the Greek, Confucian and Christian traditions, and continued into the
Middle Ages. These traditions wrestled with a new dialectic of purity that also appears with the
widespread use of money. How were these concerns dealt with politically, socially and
philosophically? How did they change over time? How did medieval Europe deal with money and
how did this inform modern governmentality? To answer these questions, Pack turns to Hanna
Arendt’s work. Arendt argues that one of the outstanding characteristics of our time is
thoughtlessness. This thoughtlessness is related to how modern life, especially under neoliberalism,
is increasingly structured by abstract systems, abstract calculative rationality, abstract relations,
and the profit motive. Money both drives and embodies this machinery. The hyper-complex abstract
systems of modernity discourage, to use Arendtian terms, “thinking” (wonder, questioning
everything) in favor of “cognition” (problem solving). Too often the result is thoughtless
cognition—the ability to make things more productive and efficient paired with the incapacity to
question and challenge the implications and morality of these systems.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Gifts, Markets and
Economies of Desire in Virginia Woolf K. Simpson, 2008-10-09 This book brings a new dimension
to the critical debate about the complex relationship of Woolf to the marketplace and commodity
culture through a focus on the gift economy at work in Woolf's writing, exploring the political
subversiveness of the gift and its significance in her modernist aesthetics.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Economy of Grace Kathryn
Tanner, Are there any fair and viable alternatives to global capitalism? University of Chicago
theologian Kathryn Tanner offers here a serious and creative proposal for evaluating economic
theory and behavior through a theological lens.

the gift imagination and erotic life of property lewis hyde: Writing in Our Time Pauline
Butling, Susan Rudy, 2006-01-01 Process poetics is about radical poetry — poetry that challenges
dominant world views, values, and aesthetic practices with its use of unconventional punctuation,



interrupted syntax, variable subject positions, repetition, fragmentation, and disjunction. To trace
the aesthetically and politically radical poetries in English Canada since the 1960s, Pauline Butling
and Susan Rudy begin with the “upstart” poets published in Vancouver’s TISH: A Poetry Newsletter,
and follow the trajectory of process poetics in its national and international manifestations through
the 1980s and '90s. The poetics explored include the works of Nicole Brossard, Daphne Martlatt,
bpNichol, George Bowering, Roy Kiyooka, and Frank Davey in the 1960s and ’'70s. For the
1980-2000 period, the authors include essays on Jeff Derksen, Clare Harris, Erin Mour, and Lisa
Robertson. They also look at books by older authors published after 1979, including Robin Blaser,
Robert Kroetsch, and Fred Wah. A historiography of the radical poets, and a roster of the little
magazines, small press publishers, literary festivals, and other such sites that have sustained poetic
experimentation, provide context.
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