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Primary Sources for Vietnam War: Unlocking History Through Authentic Voices

Primary sources for Vietnam War provide an invaluable window into one of the most complex and

controversial conflicts of the 20th century. Understanding the Vietnam War through firsthand accounts,

official documents, photographs, and audio recordings gives us a richer, more nuanced view of the

events that shaped not only Vietnam but also global politics and society. If you’re diving into research

or simply curious about authentic material from this era, exploring these primary sources is essential.

Why Primary Sources Matter in Studying the Vietnam War

When studying any historical event, primary sources offer the closest connection to the past. Unlike

secondary sources, which interpret or analyze historical events, primary sources present direct

evidence from people who experienced the Vietnam War firsthand. This includes soldiers, civilians,

journalists, politicians, and diplomats. Engaging with these materials helps build a more balanced and

vivid understanding of the conflict, avoiding the biases or generalizations that sometimes cloud

historical narratives.

For the Vietnam War, primary sources are particularly important because the conflict was deeply

divisive and covered extensively by media. The war’s legacy is complex, and firsthand accounts often

reveal personal struggles, moral dilemmas, and the human consequences of political decisions that

broader histories can overlook.

Types of Primary Sources for Vietnam War Research



Official Documents and Government Records

One of the richest troves of primary sources comes from government archives. These include:

Military reports and operational records: Detailed accounts of battles, troop movements, and

strategic decisions provide insight into how the war was conducted on the ground.

Declassified CIA and Pentagon Papers: These documents reveal the inner workings of U.S.

policy-making and often expose hidden agendas or controversial decisions.

Congressional hearings and diplomatic cables: These shed light on the political debates and

international relations surrounding the war.

Access to many of these materials has increased with digital archives and government transparency

initiatives, making it easier than ever to explore authentic government perspectives from the era.

Personal Letters and Diaries

Personal writings from soldiers, nurses, and civilians living during the Vietnam War offer intimate

glimpses into daily life and emotional experiences. Letters home from soldiers often express their

fears, hopes, and frustrations, while diaries can provide ongoing reflections on the evolving war and its

impact on individuals.

These writings are treasured for their honesty and immediacy. They reveal the human side of the war

often lost in official histories. Many universities, museums, and veterans’ organizations maintain

collections of these personal documents, some even digitized for public access.



Oral Histories and Interviews

Oral history projects have been instrumental in preserving the voices of those who lived through the

Vietnam War. Interview transcripts and audio recordings capture personal narratives that bring depth to

the historical record. These interviews span a wide range of perspectives, including:

Vietnamese civilians and former Viet Cong fighters

American and allied soldiers

Anti-war activists and journalists

Oral histories offer not only facts but also emotional and cultural context, illustrating how the war

affected people’s identities and worldviews.

Photographs and Film Footage

Visual documentation is a powerful primary source for understanding the Vietnam War. Photographs

taken by war correspondents and soldiers show everything from combat scenes to daily life, protests

back home, and the aftermath of battles.

Iconic images—like the “Napalm Girl” or the execution of a Viet Cong prisoner—have shaped public

perception of the war and are frequently studied for their emotional impact and historical significance.

Similarly, documentary footage and news broadcasts from the era provide moving images that bring

the conflict to life for modern audiences.



Where to Find Primary Sources for Vietnam War Research

National Archives and Libraries

Many countries involved in the Vietnam War maintain extensive archives that house official documents,

photographs, and recordings. The U.S. National Archives, for example, contains a vast collection of

military records, government reports, and declassified files. Similarly, institutions like the Library of

Congress and the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech University offer digitized collections

accessible online.

Museums and Memorials

Museums dedicated to the Vietnam War, such as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.,

and the War Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City, often curate personal artifacts, letters, and oral

histories. These institutions can be invaluable for researchers seeking authentic materials and provide

context through exhibits and guided narratives.

University Collections and Online Databases

Academic institutions frequently collect and preserve oral histories and personal documents related to

the war. Many universities have partnered with veterans’ groups to digitize these collections. Online

databases like the Vietnam War Digital Archive offer curated collections of documents and multimedia

resources, making it easier to access primary sources from anywhere in the world.



Tips for Using Vietnam War Primary Sources Effectively

Engaging with primary sources can be incredibly rewarding, but it also requires careful consideration:

Context is key: Understand the background of the source, including who created it, when, and

why. This helps assess its reliability and perspective.

Cross-reference materials: Compare different sources to get a well-rounded picture. For

instance, a soldier’s letter might be complemented by official military records or news reports.

Recognize bias and subjectivity: Personal accounts often reflect individual viewpoints, which may

be influenced by emotion, ideology, or incomplete information.

Use multimedia wisely: Photographs and audio recordings can enhance your understanding but

should be analyzed critically, considering framing, editing, and context.

The Impact of Primary Sources on Understanding the Vietnam

War

Exploring primary sources reveals the multifaceted nature of the Vietnam War. They highlight the

contradictions and complexities that defined the conflict—from heroic acts and tragic losses to political

controversies and cultural shifts. These firsthand materials also amplify voices that might otherwise

have been lost, such as those of Vietnamese civilians, anti-war protesters, and female nurses.

By engaging directly with primary sources, historians, students, and enthusiasts can develop a more

empathetic and comprehensive understanding of the war’s legacy. This approach transforms abstract



historical facts into real human experiences, making the past resonate more deeply.

Primary sources for Vietnam War research are more than just documents or images; they’re the

echoes of a turbulent time that continue to inform and challenge our interpretations of history. Whether

you’re uncovering untold stories or seeking to verify well-known events, these authentic materials are

invaluable tools for anyone eager to explore this pivotal chapter in world history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are primary sources for studying the Vietnam War?

Primary sources for the Vietnam War include original documents, photographs, government records,

letters, diaries, interviews with veterans, news footage, and artifacts from the period.

Where can I find official government documents related to the Vietnam

War?

Official government documents can be found in national archives such as the U.S. National Archives

and Records Administration (NARA), the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech University, and

declassified Pentagon Papers online.

Are there any firsthand accounts from soldiers who fought in the

Vietnam War?

Yes, numerous firsthand accounts exist in the form of oral histories, memoirs, letters, and interviews

with Vietnam War veterans, many of which are archived in university collections and veteran

organizations.



How can news footage from the Vietnam War serve as a primary

source?

News footage provides real-time visual documentation of events, battles, protests, and political

developments during the war, offering insights into contemporary media coverage and public

perception.

What role do photographs play as primary sources in Vietnam War

research?

Photographs capture moments, people, and conditions during the Vietnam War, helping researchers

analyze the human experience, military operations, and social impact of the conflict.

Can interviews with Vietnamese civilians be considered primary

sources?

Yes, interviews with Vietnamese civilians offer valuable perspectives on the war's impact on local

populations and are important primary sources for understanding the conflict from multiple viewpoints.

Are there any digital archives dedicated to primary sources of the

Vietnam War?

Several digital archives exist, such as the Vietnam Archive at Texas Tech University, the Vietnam War

Digital Archive, and the Library of Congress's Vietnam War collections, which provide access to a wide

range of primary materials.

How reliable are primary sources from the Vietnam War era?

While primary sources provide direct evidence from the time, their reliability can vary due to bias,

perspective, and context; cross-referencing multiple sources is essential for accurate historical

understanding.



Additional Resources

Primary Sources for Vietnam War: An Investigative Review

Primary sources for Vietnam War serve as invaluable tools for historians, researchers, and enthusiasts

aiming to understand the complexities of one of the most contentious conflicts of the 20th century.

These original documents, eyewitness accounts, and authentic artifacts offer an unfiltered lens into the

political, social, and military dimensions of the war. Unlike secondary analyses, primary sources

provide contemporaneous evidence that reveals the nuanced realities experienced by combatants,

civilians, and policymakers alike. This article delves into the diverse range of primary sources

available, evaluates their reliability and accessibility, and explores their critical role in constructing an

accurate historical narrative.

Understanding Primary Sources for Vietnam War

Primary sources encompass any original materials created during the Vietnam War period

(approximately 1955-1975). These include official government documents, military reports, personal

diaries, photographs, audio recordings, and interviews with veterans or civilians. The Vietnam War’s

contentious nature, marked by ideological divides and political controversy, means that primary

sources often present contrasting perspectives, making cross-examination essential for balanced

historical interpretation.

The importance of primary sources in Vietnam War studies lies in their ability to capture the immediacy

of events. For instance, military orders and after-action reports reveal strategic decisions and battlefield

realities, while personal letters expose the human dimension of war — fear, hope, and resilience.

Researchers rely heavily on these materials to challenge or corroborate prevailing narratives shaped

by media coverage or retrospective accounts.



Types of Primary Sources for Vietnam War

Government and Military Documents: Declassified files from the Pentagon Papers, US

Department of Defense, and North Vietnamese archives offer detailed insight into military

strategies, political decisions, and diplomatic negotiations.

Personal Diaries and Letters: Soldiers, journalists, and civilians documented their experiences in

real time, providing intimate perspectives often absent in official records.

Oral Histories and Interviews: Testimonies from veterans, refugees, and journalists collected in

later decades help fill gaps and add depth to written records.

Photographs and Film Footage: Visual documentation captured by war correspondents and

military photographers conveys the visceral reality of combat and its aftermath.

Newspaper Reports and Broadcasts: Contemporary media coverage reflects both the information

available at the time and the influence of public opinion on the war effort.

Government and Military Archives: The Backbone of Vietnam

War Research

Official archives remain the cornerstone of Vietnam War primary sources. The release of the Pentagon

Papers in 1971 marked a watershed moment, exposing the complexities and often contradictory nature

of US involvement. These classified documents, once hidden from public view, now serve as an

essential resource for understanding the scope of military operations and political misjudgments.



Similarly, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in the United States provides

extensive collections of operational reports, intelligence assessments, and diplomatic communications.

On the Vietnamese side, access to North Vietnamese and Viet Cong documents, although more

limited, has increased in recent years, allowing a more balanced understanding of the conflict.

The strengths of government records lie in their comprehensive coverage and official status. However,

researchers must remain cautious of inherent biases, as governments may omit or distort information

for political reasons. Cross-referencing with other primary sources is crucial to mitigate these

limitations.

Accessibility and Challenges

While many US military documents related to the Vietnam War have been declassified, some remain

restricted or redacted, hindering full transparency. Additionally, North Vietnamese archives are less

accessible due to language barriers and political sensitivities. Efforts by historians and institutions to

digitize and translate these materials have improved accessibility but challenges persist.

Personal Narratives: Humanizing the Conflict

Personal diaries, letters, and memoirs provide a stark contrast to the impersonal tone of official

documents. These sources bring the human experience to the forefront, illustrating the psychological

toll of combat and the war’s impact on families and communities.

Soldiers’ letters home reveal emotions ranging from patriotism to disillusionment, often reflecting the

evolving public sentiment about the war. Diaries kept by journalists and aid workers capture the day-to-

day realities on the ground, offering perspectives on both military operations and civilian suffering.

Oral histories collected by institutions such as the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech

University enrich the historical record with firsthand accounts. These interviews allow subjects to



narrate their experiences in their own words, providing context and complexity often missing from

written records.

Advantages and Limitations

The primary advantage of personal narratives lies in their authenticity and emotional depth. However,

these sources may suffer from selective memory, personal bias, or retrospective reinterpretation.

Memories can fade or be influenced by subsequent events, making corroboration with other primary

documents essential.

Visual and Multimedia Sources: Capturing the War’s Reality

Photography and film footage from the Vietnam War era remain some of the most powerful primary

sources. Images captured by photojournalists like Eddie Adams and Nick Ut became iconic

representations of the war’s brutality and human cost. These visual documents often shaped public

perception and influenced anti-war movements globally.

Military reconnaissance photos and video recordings provide additional layers of strategic information,

used both during and after the conflict for analysis and training. Broadcast footage and radio reports

from the era offer contemporaneous perspectives, reflecting both information dissemination and

propaganda efforts.

Interpreting Visual Sources

Visual sources require careful interpretation, as images can be staged, altered, or selectively

presented. Contextual knowledge about the circumstances of the photograph or footage is crucial to

avoid misrepresentation. Combining visual data with textual primary sources enhances a



comprehensive understanding.

Media Coverage: Contemporary Reflections and Public Opinion

Newspaper articles, magazine reports, and television broadcasts from the Vietnam War period

constitute another vital category of primary sources. These sources demonstrate how information was

framed and received by the public at various stages of the war.

The evolving tone of media coverage—from initial support to growing skepticism and

opposition—mirrors the shifting American and international attitudes. Analyzing editorial choices,

headlines, and reportage styles reveals the media’s role as both informer and influencer during the

conflict.

Evaluating Media Sources

While media reports provide immediacy, they are often influenced by censorship, political pressures, or

journalistic biases. Comparing multiple outlets and cross-examining with official documents and

personal accounts helps construct a more balanced narrative.

Utilizing Primary Sources for Vietnam War Research

For researchers aiming to construct a nuanced understanding of the Vietnam War, integrating various

primary sources is indispensable. Each type—whether official documents, personal narratives, visual

materials, or media reports—offers unique insights and potential biases. Triangulating these sources

enhances reliability and depth.

Scholars increasingly turn to digital archives, such as the Vietnam War Digital Archive, which



consolidates diverse primary materials and facilitates access for a global audience. The growing

availability of online databases, oral history projects, and declassified materials continues to transform

Vietnam War studies.

In sum, primary sources for Vietnam War research are invaluable for decoding the multifaceted

realities of the conflict. They provide the raw evidence necessary to challenge assumptions,

understand diverse perspectives, and appreciate the profound human and geopolitical consequences

of the war.

Primary Sources For Vietnam War

  primary sources for vietnam war: Primary Source Accounts of the Vietnam War Kim A.
O'Connell, 2006 This thought-provoking title gives readers a loot at the Vietnam War through the
eyes of soldiers and others involved. Author Kim A. O'Connell uses letters, diaries, and other
documents to give the reader a more personal view of this war.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Vietnam War James H. Willbanks, 2017-11-16 This detailed
two-volume set considers the Vietnam War, one of America's longest and bloodiest wars, from a
topical perspective, addressing the main characters and key events of the war and supplying many
relevant primary source documents. The Vietnam War not only claimed the lives of nearly 60,000
Americans and more than a million Vietnamese, but the prolonged conflict also resulted in a
firestorm of protest at home that shook the foundations of the country and made U.S. citizens
question the moral principles and motivations behind our foreign policy and military actions. Written
in a very accessible style by recognized authorities on the war, Vietnam War: A Topical Exploration
and Primary Source Collection provides students and general readers with a complete overview of
the conflict in Vietnam—a broad topic that remains an important part of the American history and
world history curriculum. Using a topical approach to cover all aspects of the war, the set enables
students to see the complete picture of the conflict through its presentation of reference entries and
documents arranged in cohesive, compelling chapters. Examples of the primary documents in the set
include Communist Party: Evaluation of the Tet Offensive (1968) and President Richard Nixon's
Speech on Vietnamization (1969). These primary sources are augmented by oral histories of soldiers
who fought in the Tet Offensive. Additionally, maps and images in each section enhance the
aesthetic appeal of the book and heighten students' understanding of the material. Readers will
come away with both a strong comprehension of the Vietnam War as well as an appreciation for how
significant this proxy conflict was as a lead-up event to the global Cold War.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Primary Sources David M. Haugen, 2002 The struggle for
America's independence is revealed in the words of its participants. The stories and documents of
participants ranging from the common minuteman to King George III give readers insight into the
motives of those who fought for and those who resisted the birth of a new nation.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Vietnam War Primary Sources Pack Gallopade
International, 2017-05-10 The Primary Sources series is the winner of the 2015 Academics' Choice
Awards for the 2015 Smart Book Award in recognition of mind-building excellence. The Vietnam War
Primary Sources is a pack of 20 primary sources. Each primary source pack includes historical
documents, maps, photographs, political cartoons, lithographs, diagrams, letters in a mix of color
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and black-and-white, and sepia finishes and is printed on sturdy 8.5 X 11 cardstock. Vietnam War
Primary Sources Pack are just what teachers need to help students learn how to analyze primary
sources in order to meet Common Core State Standards! Students participate in active learning by
creating their own interpretations of history using historical documents. Students make
observations, generate questions, organize information and ideas, think analytically, write
persuasively or informatively, and cite evidence to support their opinion, hypotheses, and
conclusions. Students learn how to integrate and evaluate information to deepen their
understanding of historical events. As a result, students experience a more relevant and meaningful
learning experience. Your students will: think critically and analytically, interpret events, and
question various perspectives of history. participate in active learning by creating their own
interpretations instead of memorizing facts and a writer's interpretations. integrate and evaluate
information provided in diverse media formats to deepen their understanding of historical events.
experience a more relevant and meaningful learning experience. The 20 documents in the Vietnam
War Primary Sources Pack are: Photograph of President Kennedy's news conference regar
  primary sources for vietnam war: Vietnam War Reference Library ,
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War Andrew Wiest, Chris McNab,
2016-12-15 The Vietnam War chronicles the first war to be televised. The comprehensive description
of battles, social and political issues, and revelations are all the more powerful because of first-hand
accounts, telling photographs, and other primary sources. Students will learn the causes, outcomes,
and repercussions of this polemic conflict through a historical lens and from the perspectives of
soldiers, civilians, and others caught up in the Vietnam War.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Document-based Activities on the Vietnam War
Stephanie Vargas, 2001
  primary sources for vietnam war: Analyzing Visual Primary Sources: Vietnam , 2006 Contains
materials for use in teaching how to interpret visual primary sources from the Vietnam War.
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War Barbara Diggs, 2018-05-01 More than
58,000 American troops and military personnel died in the humid jungles and muddy rivers of
Vietnam during the 20-year conflict called the Vietnam War. Why? What were they fighting for? And
how could the world’s most powerful and technologically advanced military be defeated by a small,
poverty-stricken country? These questions have haunted the U.S. government, the military, and the
American public for nearly a half century. In The Vietnam War, kids ages 12 to 15 explore the global
conditions and history that gave rise to the Vietnam War, the reasons why the United States became
increasingly embroiled in the conflict, and the varied causes of its shocking defeat. As readers learn
about how the fear of the spread of communism spurred the United States to enter a war that was
erupting on the other side of the world, they find themselves immersed in the mood and mindset of
the Vietnam Era. Through links to online primary sources, including speeches, letters, photos, and
songs, readers become familiar with the reality of combat life for young American soldiers, the
frustration of military advisors as they failed to subdue the Viet Cong, and the empty promises made
by U.S. presidents to soothe an uneasy public. The Vietnam War also pays close attention to the
development of a massive antiwar movement and counterculture that divided the country into
“hawks” and “doves.” In-depth essential questions help middle schoolers analyze primary sources
and develop their own evidence-supported views on a range of issues. The Vietnam War also fosters
critical thinking skills through projects such as creating antiwar and pro-war demonstration slogans,
writing letters from the perspective of a U.S. soldier and a south Vietnamese citizen, and building
arguments for and against the media’s coverage of the war. Additional learning materials include
engaging illustrations, maps, a glossary, a bibliography, and resources for further independent
learning. The Vietnam War is one book in a set of four that explore great events of the twentieth
century. Other titles in this set include Globalization: Why We Care About Faraway Events; World
War II: From the Rise of the Nazi Party to the Dropping of the Atomic Bomb; and The Space Race:
How the Cold War Put Humans on the Moon.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Varying Perspectives on Vietnam Sheena L. Hamiter, State



University of New York College at Brockport. Department of Education and Human Development,
Digital Commons @Brockport, 2008
  primary sources for vietnam war: Understanding U.S. Military Conflicts Through Primary
Sources: Vietnam War to Iraq War James R. Arnold, Roberta Wiener, 2016 Primary source analysis is
a valuable tool that teaches students how historians utilize documents and interpret evidence from
the past. This four-volume reference traces key decisions in U.S. military history--from the
Revolutionary War through the 21st-century conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq--by examining
documents relating to military strategy and national policy judgments by U.S. military and political
leaders. A comprehensive introductory essay provides readers with the context necessary to
understand the relationship between diplomatic documents, military correspondence, and other
documentation related to events that shaped warfare, diplomacy, and military strategy. Once the
stage is set, the work covers 14 conflicts that are significant to U.S. history. Treatment of each of the
conflicts begins with a historical overview followed by a chronology and approximately 30 primary
source documents presented in chronological order. Each document is accompanied by a description
and annotations and by an analysis that highlights its importance to the event or topic under
discussion. Designed for secondary school and college students, the work will be exceptionally
valuable to teachers who will appreciate the ready-made lessons that fit directly into core
curriculum standards.--Publisher's description.
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War Edward Miller, 2016-01-19 The Vietnam
War is an outstanding collection of primary documents related to America's conflict in Vietnam
which includes a balance of original American and Vietnamese perspectives, providing a uniquely
varied range of insights into both American and Vietnamese experiences. Includes substantial
non-American content, including many original English translations of Vietnamese-authored texts
which showcase the diversity and complexity of Vietnamese experiences during the war Contains
original American documents germane to the continuing debates about the causes, consequences
and morality of the US intervention Incorporates personal histories of individual Americans and
Vietnamese Introductory headnotes place each document in context Features a range of non-textual
documents, including iconic photographs and political cartoons
  primary sources for vietnam war: Primary Sources: United States Foreign Policy Kit
William Seckington, 2010-07-14 Primary Sources help teachers integrate authentic resources into
the classroom. Primary sources capture students' curiosity about the past, so they naturally begin to
use critical thinking to analyze historical events. This kit uses original documents and photographs
to help students step into the world of American diplomatic relations. From the Monroe Doctrine and
Washington's Farewell address to modern-day environmental policies, students will examine the
decisions and strategies that changed the course of history and shaped today's world. United States
Foreign Policy kit includes: Eight Photograph Cards including Aerial Photograph of Cuban Missile
Sites; NAFTA Signing; Demonstrators at the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen; and more;
Eight Primary Sources including Front Page of the New York Times Announcing the Atomic Bomb
Drop on Hiroshima; George Washington's Farewell Address; United States Collective Defense
Arrangements Map, 1967; and more; Teacher's Guide including lesson plans, student activities, and
document-based assessments; and Digital resources including student reproducibles and additional
primary sources.
  primary sources for vietnam war: Imperialism Primary Sources History Kit Teacher
Created Material (TCM), 2013
  primary sources for vietnam war: Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 Pierre
Asselin, 2015-08-18 Using new and largely inaccessible Vietnamese sources as well as French,
British, Canadian and American archives, Pierre Asselin sheds valuable light on Hanoi's path to war.
Step by step the narrative makes Hanoi's revolutionary strategy from the end of the French
Indochina War to the start of the Anti-American Resistance Struggle for Reunification and National
Salvation (the Vietnam War) transparent. The book reveals how North Vietnamese leaders moved
from a cautious policy emphasizing nonviolent political and diplomatic struggle to a far riskier



pursuit of military victory--
  primary sources for vietnam war: Primary Sources: African Americans Kit Greg Timmons,
2010-02-16 Primary Sources help teachers integrate authentic resources into the classroom. Primary
sources capture students' curiosity about the past, so they naturally begin to use critical thinking to
analyze historical events. This kit uses original documents and photographs to help students
understand the lives of African Americans. African Americans kit includes: Eight Photograph Cards
including Carver's Classroom Laboratory; Marian Anderson Sings at the Lincoln Memorial; Barack
Obama's Inauguration; and more; Eight Primary Sources including Jackie Robinson Baseball Card
Slave Catcher's Handbill; Integrated Bus Suggestions; and more; Teacher's Guide including lesson
plans, student activities, and document-based assessments; and Digital resources including student
reproducibles and additional primary sources.
  primary sources for vietnam war: America and the Vietnam War Andrew Wiest, Mary Kathryn
Barbier, Glenn Robins, 2009-12-16 The Vietnam War was one of the most heavily documented
conflicts of the twentieth century. Although the events themselves recede further into history every
year, the political and cultural changes the war brought about continue to resonate, even as a new
generation of Americans grapples with its own divisive conflict. America and the Vietnam War:
Re-examining the Culture and History of a Generation reconsiders the social and cultural aspects of
the conflict that helped to fundamentally change the nation. With chapters written by subject area
specialists, America and the Vietnam War takes on subjects such as women’s role in the war, the
music and the films of the time, the Vietnamese perspective, race and the war, and veterans and
post-traumatic stress disorder. Features include: chapter summaries timelines discussion questions
guides to further reading a companion website with primary source documents and tools (such as
music and movie playlists) for both instructors and students. Heavily illustrated and welcoming to
students and scholars of this infamous and pivotal time, America and the Vietnam War is a perfect
companion to any course on the Vietnam War Era.
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War: Vietnamese and American Perspectives
Jayne Werner, Luu Doan Huynh, 2015-02-18 This volume derives from an unprecedented seminar
held at Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs in November 1990. At the
seminar, leading Western diplomatic and military historians and Vietnam scholars met with
prominent Vietnamese Communists to reflect on the Vietnam War. The book contains four parts: The
Vietnamese Revolution and Political/Military strategy; the war from the American side; the war in
the South and Cambodia; and retrospective and postwar issues. In addition to Jane Werner and Luu
Doan Huynh, the contributors are Mark Bradley, William Duiker, David Elliott, Christine White,
George Vickers, James Harrison, George Herring, Ronald Spector, Paul Joseph, Jeffrey Clarke, Ngo
Vinh Long, Benedict Kiernan, Marilyn Young, Keith Taylor, and Tran Van Tra. General Tra was
Commander of the People's Liberation Armed Forces of South Vietnam from 1963 to 1975. His
eye-opening analysis of the Tet Offensive has never before been available in English.
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War Jayne Susan Werner, Luu Doan Huynh,
1993-03-31 In addition to Jayne Werner and Luu Doan Huynh, the contributors are Mark Bradley,
William Duiker, David Elliott, Kristin Pelzer, George Vickers, James Harrison, George Herring,
Ronald Spector, Paul Joseph, Jeffrey Clarke, Ngo Vinh Long, Benedict Kiernan, Marilyn Young, David
Hung, Keith Taylor, and Tran Van Tra.
  primary sources for vietnam war: The Vietnam War David M. Haugen, Susan Musser,
2011-02-24 The editors of this collection of essays have thoughtfully and thoroughly compiled a
sequence of essays that take readers through the high-controversial and devastating Vietnam War.
The essays are international sources, giving multiple perspectives. Readers receive a historical
background on the war and learn of the major factors that contributed to it. They will read about the
controversies surrounding it, as well as read compelling personal narratives from those who lived
through it or were directly impacted by the war.
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