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Fire from Heaven: Harvey Cox and the Transformative Power of the Spirit

fire from heaven harvey cox is a phrase that immediately calls to mind the profound
exploration of spirituality and the Holy Spirit found in Harvey Cox’s influential work. Cox, a
renowned theologian and author, delves deeply into the dynamic and transformative
aspects of the Spirit’s presence in the world, particularly emphasizing the Pentecostal
experience as a "fire from heaven." This concept not only shapes theological discussions
but also resonates with the lived experiences of millions around the globe.

In this article, we’ll journey through the meaning behind fire from heaven in Harvey Cox’s
writings, examine how this imagery connects with Pentecostalism, and explore why his
insights remain significant in contemporary theological and spiritual conversations.

The Significance of “Fire from Heaven” in Harvey
Cox’s Theology

Harvey Cox’s exploration of the “fire from heaven” metaphor is deeply rooted in biblical
imagery, particularly from the book of Acts, where the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost is described as tongues of fire resting on the disciples. For Cox, this fire
symbolizes a powerful, life-changing force that ignites faith, transforms communities, and
challenges stagnant religious practices.

The Fire as Transformation and Renewal

Cox highlights that the fire from heaven is not just a mystical phenomenon but a symbol of
radical change. It represents the Spirit’s capacity to burn away old habits, prejudices, and
complacency within individuals and institutions. This transformative fire leads believers to a
renewed sense of purpose and a call to active engagement with the world.

In many of Cox’s lectures and writings, he emphasizes that this spiritual fire fuels social
justice efforts, inspiring believers to address systemic issues such as poverty, inequality,
and oppression. The fire is a conduit for both personal renewal and societal reform.

Connection to Pentecostalism

One of the most significant contributions of Harvey Cox’s work on fire from heaven is his
insightful analysis of Pentecostalism. Pentecostalism, with its emphasis on the immediate
and experiential presence of the Holy Spirit, embodies the very essence of this fiery
spiritual encounter.

Cox argues that Pentecostalism’s rapid growth worldwide is largely due to its dynamic



worship style and the palpable experience of the Spirit’s fire. This movement’s ability to
cross cultural and socioeconomic boundaries speaks to the universal appeal of the
transformative fire from heaven.

Harvey Cox’s Impact on Contemporary Theology

Harvey Cox’s approach to the fire from heaven challenges more traditional, institutional
views of Christianity by emphasizing spirituality’s experiential and communal dimensions.
His work encourages theologians and believers alike to reconsider how the Spirit operates
in today’s world.

Bridging the Gap Between Tradition and Experience

Cox’s writings serve as a bridge between historic Christian doctrines and the vibrant, often
spontaneous experiences of Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. By validating these
experiences as genuine encounters with the divine fire, he opens doors for a more inclusive
understanding of Christian spirituality.

This has led to increased dialogue between mainline churches and Pentecostal
communities, fostering mutual respect and learning. Cox’s work thus plays a pivotal role in
reshaping contemporary Christian identity.

Encouraging Social Engagement Through Spiritual Fire

Beyond theology, Cox’s interpretation of the fire from heaven urges believers to channel
their spiritual fervor into social activism. He views the Spirit’s fire as a call to confront
injustice and to embody compassion in tangible ways.

This perspective has inspired many faith-based organizations and leaders to link their
spiritual practices with efforts to improve societal conditions. The fire, in this sense, is both
an inner experience and an outward mission.

Fire from Heaven in Popular Culture and
Religious Discourse

The metaphor of fire from heaven extends beyond theology into broader cultural and
religious conversations. Harvey Cox’s articulation of this theme has contributed to its
prominence in sermons, books, and even art.



Symbolism and Imagery

Fire, as a symbol, evokes powerful emotions—purity, destruction, passion, and illumination.
Cox’s use of this imagery taps into these universal associations, making the spiritual
message accessible and compelling.

Artists and writers inspired by the concept often depict flames as a divine presence or a
source of inspiration. This creative expression helps keep the idea of the Spirit’s fire alive
and relevant in diverse contexts.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Modern Faith Communities

Many contemporary churches, especially within the Pentecostal and Charismatic streams,
frequently invoke the fire from heaven as a sign of the Holy Spirit’s active presence. Harvey
Cox’s scholarship provides a framework to understand these experiences not as mere
emotional outbursts but as profound spiritual realities with deep historical roots.

This understanding enriches worship and encourages believers to seek a more vibrant
relationship with God through the Spirit’s transformative power.

Practical Insights: How to Experience Your Own
“Fire from Heaven”

Inspired by Harvey Cox’s reflections, many individuals seek ways to invite the
transformative fire of the Spirit into their lives. While spiritual experiences are deeply
personal, certain practices can help cultivate openness to this divine presence.

Prayer and Meditation: Regular, intentional prayer creates space for encountering
the Spirit’s fire, allowing one to listen and respond to God’s call.

Community Worship: Participating in dynamic, Spirit-filled worship services can
heighten awareness of the Holy Spirit’s presence.

Service and Social Action: Engaging in acts of compassion and justice aligns with
the Spirit’s mission to bring renewal to the world.

Study of Scripture: Reflecting on biblical accounts of Pentecost and the Spirit’s work
provides a foundation for understanding and expecting the fire from heaven.

By integrating these practices into daily life, believers can open themselves to the kind of
transformation that Harvey Cox so vividly describes.



Why Harvey Cox’s “Fire from Heaven” Remains
Relevant Today

In a world marked by uncertainty, division, and spiritual searching, the message of fire from
heaven as portrayed by Harvey Cox offers hope and vitality. His emphasis on the Holy Spirit
as an active, renewing force challenges believers to embrace change and live authentically.

Moreover, the global rise of Pentecostalism—often described as a movement of the Spirit’s
fire—reflects the enduring power of these ideas. Cox’s work helps make sense of this
phenomenon, providing valuable insights for scholars, clergy, and laypeople alike.

Whether one approaches faith from a traditional or contemporary perspective, the concept
of fire from heaven invites a deeper engagement with spirituality that transcends
boundaries and ignites passion for both God and neighbor.

As Harvey Cox continues to inspire conversations about the Spirit’s dynamic role in faith
and society, the image of fire from heaven remains a compelling symbol of divine presence
and transformative power. It reminds us that spirituality, at its best, is not static but a
living, breathing force capable of lighting up the darkest corners of human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Fire from Heaven' by Harvey
Cox?
'Fire from Heaven' by Harvey Cox explores the dynamic interaction between spirituality and
modern culture, focusing on how religious experiences can ignite transformative social
change.

Who is Harvey Cox, the author of 'Fire from Heaven'?
Harvey Cox is a renowned American theologian and professor known for his progressive
views on religion, particularly Christianity's role in contemporary society.

When was 'Fire from Heaven' by Harvey Cox published?
'Fire from Heaven' was published in 1995, offering insights into the renewal of religious
faith in the modern world.

How does 'Fire from Heaven' relate to Pentecostalism?
'Fire from Heaven' examines the Pentecostal movement as a powerful example of
contemporary religious renewal marked by charismatic experiences and vibrant spirituality.



What impact has 'Fire from Heaven' had on modern
theology?
The book has influenced modern theology by encouraging an openness to charismatic
expressions of faith and emphasizing the relevance of spirituality in social activism.

Does 'Fire from Heaven' address the relationship
between religion and culture?
Yes, Harvey Cox discusses how religious movements interact with and influence cultural
trends, highlighting the mutual shaping of faith and society.

Is 'Fire from Heaven' suitable for readers new to
theology?
Yes, while it contains scholarly insights, 'Fire from Heaven' is written in an accessible style
that invites both scholars and general readers to explore contemporary spirituality.

What distinguishes 'Fire from Heaven' from other
theological works?
Its focus on the vitality of Pentecostal and charismatic movements as a source of spiritual
renewal sets 'Fire from Heaven' apart, presenting a hopeful vision for religion's future.

Where can I find 'Fire from Heaven' by Harvey Cox?
'Fire from Heaven' is available through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
academic libraries.

Additional Resources
Fire from Heaven Harvey Cox: A Critical Examination of Theological Innovation and Spiritual
Renewal

fire from heaven harvey cox stands as a profound exploration of spirituality and
religious transformation, crafted by one of the most influential theologians of the 20th
century. Harvey Cox, renowned for his forward-thinking approach to Christian theology,
delves into the dynamic and often disruptive power of the divine as portrayed through the
metaphor of “fire from heaven.” This work encapsulates Cox’s ongoing engagement with
the evolving nature of faith in a modern context, blending scholarly insight with a call for
spiritual renewal.

This article offers an analytical review of "Fire from Heaven" by Harvey Cox, examining its
theological themes, historical context, and contemporary relevance. By investigating the
book’s core arguments, stylistic approach, and critical reception, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of its place within modern theological discourse and its
impact on readers interested in the intersection of religion, culture, and spirituality.



Contextualizing Fire from Heaven in Harvey Cox’s
Theological Journey

Harvey Cox is widely recognized for his seminal work "The Secular City," which challenged
traditional Christian approaches by emphasizing the role of the church in a rapidly
secularizing world. "Fire from Heaven," published later in his career, represents an
extension of Cox’s commitment to reimagining faith in light of contemporary challenges.
Unlike his earlier focus on urban secularism, this work engages more directly with the
spiritual and mystical dimensions of Christian experience.

The phrase “fire from heaven” itself is rich with biblical connotations, evoking images of
divine intervention, purification, and transformative power. Cox uses this metaphor to
explore how spiritual fervor can ignite both personal and communal renewal, while also
acknowledging the disruptive and often unsettling nature of such divine encounters. The
book situates itself within a tradition of theological reflection that grapples with the tension
between institutional religion and individual spiritual awakening.

Core Themes and Theological Perspectives

At the heart of "fire from heaven harvey cox" lies a meditation on the interplay between
tradition and innovation in faith. Cox argues that authentic spirituality must embrace
change and uncertainty rather than cling rigidly to established dogmas. This perspective
aligns with his broader theological stance that views Christianity as a living, evolving
tradition responsive to historical and cultural shifts.

One of the central themes is the concept of divine fire as a dual force: it both consumes and
illuminates. Cox interprets this fire as a symbol for the Holy Spirit’s presence, which has the
power to challenge complacency and inspire radical transformation. This theme is
particularly relevant in an era marked by widespread religious skepticism and institutional
decline, where the search for meaning often leads individuals outside conventional religious
frameworks.

The book also addresses the social implications of spiritual renewal. Cox emphasizes that
fire from heaven is not merely an inward experience but has outward consequences for
justice, community, and ethical action. This aligns with his broader advocacy for a socially
engaged Christianity that seeks to address systemic inequalities and promote human
dignity.

Comparative Insights: Fire from Heaven and
Contemporary Theological Works

To fully appreciate "fire from heaven harvey cox," it is useful to compare it with other
contemporary theological writings that similarly grapple with modern spirituality. For
instance, theologians like Paul Tillich and Reinhold Niebuhr have also emphasized the
dynamic and sometimes disruptive nature of faith in the modern world. However, Cox’s



work distinguishes itself through its optimistic embrace of change and its focus on the
empowering aspects of divine fire rather than fear or judgment.

In contrast to more conservative theological approaches that prioritize doctrinal purity,
Cox’s interpretation opens space for pluralism and dialogue across different religious
traditions. This ecumenical spirit reflects his broader commitment to inclusivity and his
recognition of global religious diversity as a source of enrichment rather than division.

Analyzing the Impact and Reception of Fire from
Heaven Harvey Cox

Since its publication, "fire from heaven harvey cox" has provoked thoughtful discussion
across academic and religious communities. Scholars have praised Cox’s ability to blend
rigorous theological analysis with accessible language and practical relevance. The book
has been cited in numerous studies on Pentecostalism, charismatic movements, and the
role of spirituality in social activism, demonstrating its wide-ranging influence.

However, some critics argue that Cox’s optimistic tone may understate the complexities
and potential dangers of religious fervor, such as fanaticism or sectarianism. Others
suggest that the book could engage more deeply with the psychological dimensions of
spiritual experience. Nevertheless, these critiques have often acknowledged the work’s
valuable contribution to ongoing conversations about faith renewal.

Key Features and Unique Contributions

Metaphorical Depth: Cox’s use of “fire from heaven” as a central metaphor
provides a vivid and multifaceted framework for exploring spiritual transformation.

Interdisciplinary Approach: The book draws on biblical scholarship, historical
analysis, and contemporary cultural critique, offering a well-rounded perspective.

Practical Theology: Cox connects theological insights with real-world applications,
particularly in the realms of social justice and community building.

Ecumenical Vision: The work champions inclusivity and dialogue among diverse
faith traditions, promoting a global understanding of spirituality.

Pros and Cons of Fire from Heaven Harvey Cox

Pros:1.



Engaging and accessible writing style that appeals to both scholars and lay
readers.

Innovative theological perspective that invites rethinking faith in contemporary
contexts.

Emphasis on the transformative and socially relevant aspects of spirituality.

Encourages openness and adaptability within religious traditions.

Cons:2.

May overlook potential risks associated with intense religious experiences.

Could benefit from a deeper psychological or experiential analysis of spiritual
“fire.”

Some readers might find the optimistic tone less resonant in contexts of religious
conflict or trauma.

Relevance of Fire from Heaven Harvey Cox in
Today’s Spiritual Landscape

In an age where spirituality is increasingly individualized and religious institutions face
declining participation, "fire from heaven harvey cox" offers timely insights. Cox’s portrayal
of divine fire as a catalyst for renewal challenges believers and non-believers alike to
reconsider the meaning and potential of spiritual experience. His emphasis on social
engagement resonates strongly with contemporary movements that link faith with activism
and community transformation.

Moreover, the book’s ecumenical and pluralistic approach aligns well with the realities of
global religious diversity. As interfaith dialogue becomes more critical in addressing social
and political challenges, Cox’s work provides a constructive theological framework that
values openness and mutual respect.

Overall, "Fire from Heaven" remains a significant contribution to modern theology and
spiritual discourse. Its call to embrace the unpredictable and transformative power of the
divine continues to inspire readers seeking depth and dynamism in their faith journeys.



Fire From Heaven Harvey Cox

  fire from heaven harvey cox: Fire From Heaven Harvey Cox, 1995 The most experiential
branch of Christianity has become the fastest growing form of worship on Earth. Harvard theologian
Harvey Cox documents this extraordinary, yet largely unexamined, phenomenon, and tries to
understand why this particular expression of spirituality has recently become appealing to so many
people.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Fire From Heaven Harvey Cox, 2001-05-24 It was born a scant
ninety-five years ago in a rundown warehouse on Azusa Street in Los Angeles. For days the
religious-revival service there went on and on-and within a week the Los Angeles Times was
reporting on a weird babble coming from the building. Believers were speaking in tongues, the way
they did at the first Pentecost recorded in the Bible?and a pentecostal movement was created that
would, by the start of the twenty-first century, attract over 400 million followers worldwide. Harvey
Cox has traveled the globe to visit and worship with pentecostal congregations on four continents,
and he has written a dynamic, provocative history of this explosion of spirituality?a movement that
represents no less than a tidal change in what religion is and what it means to people.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: God-Fearing and Free Jason W. Stevens, 2010-11-15 Religion has
been on the rise in America for decades—which strikes many as a shocking new development. To the
contrary, Jason Stevens asserts, the rumors of the death of God were premature. Americans have
always conducted their cultural life through religious symbols, never more so than during the Cold
War. In God-Fearing and Free, Stevens discloses how the nation, on top of the world and torn
between grandiose self-congratulation and doubt about the future, opened the way for a new master
narrative. The book shows how the American public, powered by a national religious revival, was
purposefully disillusioned regarding the country’s mythical innocence and fortified for an epochal
struggle with totalitarianism. Stevens reveals how the Augustinian doctrine of original sin was
refurbished and then mobilized in a variety of cultural discourses that aimed to shore up democratic
society against threats preying on the nation’s internal weaknesses. Suddenly, innocence no longer
meant a clear conscience. Instead it became synonymous with totalitarian ideologies of the fascist
right or the communist left, whose notions of perfectability were dangerously close to millenarian
ideals at the heart of American Protestant tradition. As America became riddled with self-doubt,
ruminations on the meaning of power and the future of the globe during the “American Century”
renewed the impetus to religion. Covering a wide selection of narrative and cultural forms, Stevens
shows how writers, artists, and intellectuals, the devout as well as the nonreligious, disseminated
the terms of this cultural dialogue, disputing, refining, and challenging it—effectively making the
conservative case against modernity as liberals floundered.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Holy Spirit -- In Biblical Teaching, Through the Centuries,
and Today Anthony C. Thiselton, 2013-06 The book is divided into three parts. Part One provides a
thematic analysis and exegetical commentary on all the relevant biblical and cognate literature,
including Josephus, Philo and the Mishnah. Part Two investigates the thinking of key Christian
theologians on the Holy Spirit, from the Apostolic Fathers to eighteenth century authors such as
John Wesley and Jonathan Edwards. Part Three examines more recent writings on the Spirit, from
the nineteenth century onwards, including major systematic theologians such as Schleiermacher,
Barth and Moltmann, as well as biblical scholars such as James D G Dunn, Gordon Fee and Gerd
Theissen. Thiselton concludes the entire study by identifying seven fundamental themes, and calling
for greater dialogue between mainstream scholarship and contemporary leaders of the Pentecostal
and Renewal movements.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Holy Spirit Movement in Korea Young-hoon Lee, 2009-04-01
This book traces the historical and theological development of the Holy Spirit movement in Korea
through six successive periods. These periods are characterized by repentance and revival
(1900-1920), persecution and suffering under Japanese occupation (1920-1940), confusion and
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division (1940-1960), explosive revival in which the Pentecostal movement played a major role in the
rapid growth of Korean churches (1960-1980), the movement's reaching out to all denominations
(1980-2000), and the new context's demanding the Holy Spirit movement to open new horizons in its
mission engagement (2000-). The volume also discusses the relationship between this movement and
other religions such as shamanism, and looks forward to further engagement with issues of concern
in the larger society.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Battle for God Karen Armstrong, 2011-08-10 In the late
twentieth century, fundamentalism has emerged as one of the most powerful forces at work in the
world, contesting the dominance of modern secular values and threatening peace and harmony
around the globe. Yet it remains incomprehensible to a large number of people. In The Battle for
God, Karen Armstrong brilliantly and sympathetically shows us how and why fundamentalist groups
came into existence and what they yearn to accomplish. We see the West in the sixteenth century
beginning to create an entirely new kind of civilization, which brought in its wake change in every
aspect of life -- often painful and violent, even if liberating. Armstrong argues that one of the things
that changed most was religion. People could no longer think about or experience the divine in the
same way; they had to develop new forms of faith to fit their new circumstances. Armstrong
characterizes fundamentalism as one of these new ways of being religious that have emerged in
every major faith tradition. Focusing on Protestant fundamentalism in the United States, Jewish
fundamentalism in Israel, and Muslim fundamentalism in Egypt and Iran, she examines the ways in
which these movements, while not monolithic, have each sprung from a dread of modernity -- often
in response to assault (sometimes unwitting, sometimes intentional) by the mainstream society.
Armstrong sees fundamentalist groups as complex, innovative, and modern -- rather than as
throwbacks to the past -- but contends that they have failed in religious terms. Maintaining that
fundamentalism often exists in symbiotic relationship with an aggressive modernity, each impelling
the other on to greater excess, she suggests compassion as a way to defuse what is now an
intensifying conflict. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps
to a Compassionate Life.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Spirit-Filled World Allan Heaton Anderson, 2018-02-16 This book
is about African Pentecostalism and its relationship to religious beliefs about a pervading spirit
world. It argues that Pentecostalism keeps both a continuous and a discontinuous relationship in
tension. Based on field research in a South African township, including qualitative interviews and
focus group discussions, the study explores the context of African Pentecostalism as a whole and
how it interacts with the concepts of ancestors, divination, and various types of spirit. Themes
discussed include the reasons for the popularity of healing, exorcism, the “prosperity gospel,” the
experience of the Holy Spirit, Spirit manifestations and practices resembling both traditional and
biblical precedents, as well as scholarly discussions on African Pentecostalism from theological and
social scientific disciplines. The book suggests that the focus on a spirit-filled world affects all kinds
of events and explains the rapid growth of Pentecostalism outside the western world.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Theology Out of Place Lynne Price, 2002-10-15 As a theological
biography of Professor Walter J. Hollenweger, this book surveys his extensive interests, varied
methods and wide-ranging reflection. But Price also incorporates an enquiry into the nature and
function of western academic theology relating to to Christian practice today. Hollenweger's
research into Pentecostalism, Ecumenism and Intercultural Theology is here brought together in a
synthetic overview. Issues such as the unity and diversity of the Bible and its interpretations, the
particular and universal dimensions of worldwide Chrsitianity, and relations between Christians and
between Christians and 'the others' are all exploited in order to stimulate fresh thinking on the
mission of the churches.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Living Church , 2003
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Spirit, Freedom and Power Angelo Ulisse Cettolin, 2016-07-21
The Pentecostal movement emerged at the turn of the twentieth century emphasizing the need for
Christians to have a powerful experience of the Holy Spirit. It advocated the return to a pristine



early Spirituality in which empowerment by the Spirit was essential. Recently Pentecostal and
Charismatic movements are playing down the classic expressions and moving towards more
mainline approaches. As church movements develop they become more structured, less spontaneous
and more routine. But is this always inevitable? The author explores a contemporary Pentecostal
movement to discover whether a radical spirituality still can effectively interface with a complex
twenty-first century world. This insightful research finds a Pentecostal spirituality that is flexible,
adaptive and innovative and despite humble origins now is making inroads into the middle class.
While tensions over charismatic freedom remain, the developing organizational structure is
facilitating significant growth. Valuable lessons for Christians of all persuasions are found and some
creative theological developments are suggested for church structure and for expanding traditional
understandings of baptism in the Holy Spirit.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Europäisches und Globales Christentum / European and Global
Christianity Katharina Kunter, Jens Holger Schjørring, 2011-10-06 The historical study of
Protestantism is often limited to internal or national discussions. Yet a broader, international look
means also studying the major upheavals that occurred throughout the world, such as wars and
globalisation.This volume first reviews the history of the church in the 20th century from an
international and interdisciplinary vantage point and takes a look at the most important themes and
conflicts that marked that often tension-filled time, among others the two world wars, globalisation,
the broad number of continuities and discontinuities, the influence of the 1960s on social life, and
the debate on the role of gender in the history of Christianity.With contributions by H. Lehmann, H.
McLeod, A.V. Tønnessen, U. Østergaard, M. Greschat, N. Hope, M. Tomka (†), H. Oelke, K.-J.
Hummel, D. Thorkildsen, K. Koschorke, K. Ward, E. Gebremedhin and V. Mortensen.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Modern Theologians David F. Ford, 2013-09-23 This popular
text has been updated to ensure that it continues to provide a current and comprehensive overview
of the main Christian theologies of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Each chapter is written
by a leading theologian and gives a clear picture of a particular movement, topic or individual. New
and updated treatments of topics covered in earlier editions, with over half the chapters new to this
edition or revised by new authors. New section singling out six classic theologians of the twentieth
century. Expanded treatment of the natural sciences, gender, Roman Catholic theology since Vatican
II, and African, Asian and Evangelical theologies. Completely new chapters on spirituality, pastoral
theology, philosophical theology, postcolonial biblical interpretation, Pentecostal theology, Islam and
Christian theology, Buddhism and Christian theology, and theology and film. As in previous editions,
the text opens with a full introduction to modern theology. Epilogue discussing the present situation
and prospects of Christian theology in the twenty-first century.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Tending the Garden Jennifer Hornyak Wojciechowski,
2025-02-11 In this era of disenchantment and religious decline, Tending the Garden introduces
Christians to a rich and vibrant history of mystical prayer and relationship with God in order to
spark curiosity and inspire a deeper spiritual life. The book serves as an accessible introduction to
and thematic historical overview of Christian mysticism.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: To Whom Does Christianity Belong? Dyron B. Daughrity,
2015 To Whom Does Christianity Belong? is a question that is asked throughout the world today. In
this exciting volume, an anchor to the Understanding World Christianity series, Dyron B. Daughrity
helps readers map out the major changes that have taken place in recent years in the worlds largest
religion. By comparing trends, analyzing global Christian movements, and tracing the impact of
Pentecostalism, interreligious dialogue, global missions, sexuality, birth rates, women,
secularization, and migratory trends, Daughrity sketches a picture of a changing religion and gives
the tools needed to understand it.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Nigeria's Christian Revolution Richard Burgess, 2008 Nigeria
has become the arena of one of the most remarkable religious movements of recent times, reflecting
the shift in the global center of Christianity from the North to the South. This book tells the story of
one sector of this movement from its root in the Nigerian civil war to the turn of the new millenium.



It describes a revival that occurred among the Igbo people of Eastern Nigeria and the new
Pentecostal churches it generated and documents the changes that have occurred as the movement
has responded to global flows and local demands. As such, it explores the nature of revivalist and
Pentecostal experience but does so against the backdrop of local socio-political and economic
developments, such as decolonization and civil war, as well broader processes, such as
modernization and globalization.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: African Pentecostals in Catholic Europe Annalisa Butticci,
2016-04-04 Catholic Italy is a destination for migrants from Nigeria and Ghana, who bring their own
form of Christianity—Pentecostalism, the most Protestant of Christian faiths. At the heart of Annalisa
Butticci’s ethnography is a paradox. Believers on both sides are driven by a desire to find sensuous,
material ways to make the divine visible and tangible.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: A Liberating Spirit Michael Wilkinson, Steven M. Studebaker,
2010-09-13 Recently, scholars of global Pentecostalism have proposed that the experience of the
Spirit among Pentecostals has elicited the development of a Pentecostal theology of liberation, which
has implications for understanding Pentecostal responses to social issues. These projects primarily
explore the Pentecostal response to cultural issues in areas outside of North America and especially
focus on Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This volume assesses whether the categories of social
liberation applied to non-Western Pentecostalism characterize Pentecostalism in North America.
Michael Wilkinson is Associate Professor of Sociology and Director of the Religion in Canada
Institute at Trinity Western University. His is the author of The Spirit Said Go (2006) and the editor
of Canadian Pentecostalism (2009). Steven M. Studebaker is Assistant Professor of Systematic and
Historical Theology at McMaster Divinity College. He is the editor of Defining Issues in Pentecostal
Theology (Pickwick, 2008).
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Invitation to World Missions Timothy C. Tennent, 2010 A
primary resource introducing missions for the passionate follower of Christ
  fire from heaven harvey cox: The Holy Spirit and Christian Mission Roji T. George, 2019-09-10
This is a collection of articles from various church backgrounds and theological viewpoints. It
reaffirms the necessity and urgency of a pneumatic missiology. It does not speak of God’s saving
mission as originating simply from God; it highlights the central role of the Spirit in the effective
mission of the church.
  fire from heaven harvey cox: Theology in the Context of World Christianity Timothy C.
Tennent, 2009-05-26 Thinking more globally about the formation of theology enriches our
understanding of what it means to be a Christian. It's no secret that the center of Christianity has
shifted from the West to the global South and East. While the truths of the Christian faith are
universal, different contexts and cultures illuminate new questions, understandings, and
expressions. What does this mean for theology, as Western theologians understand it? Timothy
Tennent argues that the Christian faith is culturally and theologically translatable. Theology in the
Context of World Christianity is written to expand our ecclesiastical cartography by
highlighting—within each of the major themes of systematic theology—studies that are engaging the
global church, such as: Anthropology (with studies drawn from the different views of human identity
between Eastern and Western cultures). Christology (with a focus on the emphases that African
Christians place on the characteristics of Christ). Pneumatology (by looking at the role of the Holy
Spirit in Latin American Pentecostalism). Eschatology (by focusing on how this branch of theology
shapes world missions and evangelism). Each of the ten chapters examines traditional theological
categories in conversation with theologians from across the globe, making this volume valuable for
students, pastors, missionaries, and theologians alike. Theological reflection is active and exciting in
the majority world church, and Tennent invites you to your own reflection and celebration of Christ's
global church. These are perspectives that should be heard, considered, and brought into
conversation with Western theologians. Global theology can make us aware of our own blind spots
and biases and has much to offer toward the revitalization of Western Christianity.
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