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Dewey the Small Town Library Cat: A Heartwarming Tale of Feline Fame

dewey the small town library cat is more than just a charming story about a
cat in a quaint town library; it’s a heartwarming narrative that has captured
the imagination of readers and cat lovers around the world. Dewey, a feline
who found his forever home in the Spencer Public Library in Iowa, became an
emblem of comfort, community, and unexpected companionship. His tale
highlights the unique bond between animals and humans, especially in small
town settings where such connections can be profoundly meaningful.

The Origins of Dewey: How a Library Cat Found
His Home

In the cold winter of 1988, a small kitten was discovered in the drop box of
the Spencer Public Library. This serendipitous moment marked the beginning of
Dewey’s journey as the beloved library cat. The staff took him in
immediately, naming him Dewey Readmore Books, a playful nod to the Dewey
Decimal System used to organize library books. From the start, Dewey was more
than just a pet; he became a living mascot and a comforting presence for
visitors.

The Role of Library Cats in Small Communities

Dewey’s story is not unique in the sense that many libraries have adopted
cats as unofficial mascots, but his impact was extraordinary. Library cats
offer several benefits to small communities:

Creating a welcoming atmosphere: Cats like Dewey make libraries feel
less formal and more inviting, encouraging more people to visit.

Reducing stress: Interacting with animals has been shown to reduce
anxiety and stress, which is especially beneficial in educational
spaces.

Encouraging children to read: For young readers, having a friendly cat
nearby can make reading sessions more enjoyable and less intimidating.

Fostering community connections: Library cats often become local
celebrities, drawing in visitors and sparking conversations among
residents.



Dewey’s Impact on Spencer and Beyond

Dewey’s influence extended far beyond the walls of the Spencer Public
Library. His story was immortalized in the bestselling book “Dewey: The
Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World” by Vicki Myron, the librarian
who found him. This book introduced Dewey’s charm and the small town’s warmth
to a global audience, inspiring similar stories and initiatives in libraries
worldwide.

How Dewey Changed Perceptions of Libraries

Before Dewey, libraries were often viewed as quiet, somewhat sterile places
reserved for study and research. Dewey helped reshape this perception by:

Adding a personal, relatable touch to the library experience.

Highlighting the library as a hub of community life rather than just a
repository of books.

Encouraging more casual visits from locals and tourists intrigued by the
famous library cat.

Through Dewey, people began to see libraries as warm, inclusive spaces that
welcomed everyone, including four-legged friends.

The Legacy of Dewey: What We Can Learn

Dewey’s life teaches us about resilience, kindness, and the unexpected ways
animals can enrich human lives. Despite arriving cold and vulnerable, Dewey
thrived in his new environment, becoming a symbol of hope and friendship. His
story encourages small towns and libraries everywhere to consider the value
of animals in public spaces and the joy they bring.

Practical Tips for Introducing a Library Cat

Inspired by Dewey, many libraries have considered or already embraced the
idea of a resident cat. Here are some practical tips to ensure the experience
is positive for both the cat and the community:



Choosing the Right Cat

Not every cat is suited for a public space, so consider these factors:

Temperament: Look for a calm, sociable cat that enjoys human interaction
and can handle noise and crowds.

Health: Ensure the cat is healthy, vaccinated, and regularly checked by
a veterinarian.

Age: Adult cats with established temperaments tend to adapt better than
very young kittens.

Creating a Safe Environment

A library cat needs a secure and comfortable space:

Designate quiet zones where the cat can retreat if overwhelmed.

Provide cozy beds, scratching posts, and toys to keep the cat
entertained.

Keep the library clean and free of hazards like toxic plants or
chemicals.

Engaging the Community

To maximize the positive impact:

Encourage visitors to interact with the cat respectfully.

Use the cat as a mascot for library events or reading programs.

Share stories and photos on social media to build a wider community
connection.



The Enduring Charm of Dewey in Popular Culture

Over the years, Dewey has become a beloved figure not only in Spencer but
also in popular culture. His story has been adapted into documentaries,
children’s books, and countless articles celebrating the special place
animals hold in our lives. Dewey’s tale resonates because it combines the
universal love of animals with the comforting familiarity of libraries—two
elements that speak to a wide audience.

Why Dewey’s Story Continues to Inspire

There’s something timeless about the image of a cat nestled among
bookshelves, quietly observing the world while offering silent companionship.
Dewey’s story represents:

Hope in unexpected places

The power of kindness and community care

A reminder that small acts can have big impacts

For many, Dewey is a symbol of how even the smallest creature can change
lives and become an integral part of a community’s identity.

Visiting the Spencer Public Library Today

Though Dewey passed away in 2006, his spirit lives on at the Spencer Public
Library. Visitors often come to see the spot where he used to lounge and to
learn about his incredible journey. The library honors Dewey’s memory with
photos, memorabilia, and ongoing reading programs inspired by his legacy.

For anyone interested in library cats or the unique ways animals contribute
to community wellbeing, a visit to Spencer offers both historical insight and
a warm welcome.

---

Dewey the small town library cat reminds us that sometimes, the most profound
stories come from the simplest beginnings. His legacy continues to inspire
libraries, animal lovers, and communities to find joy and connection in
unexpected places—sometimes, right between the pages of a good book and the
purr of a friendly cat.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dewey the Small Town Library Cat?
Dewey is a famous library cat who lived in the Spencer Public Library in
Spencer, Iowa, and became beloved by the community for his friendly and
comforting presence.

How did Dewey become the library cat?
Dewey was found as a kitten abandoned in the library's drop box on a cold
winter night and was taken in by the library staff, where he quickly became
the official library cat.

What impact did Dewey have on the library and its
visitors?
Dewey brought joy and comfort to library visitors, helped increase community
engagement, and became a symbol of warmth and friendliness, attracting more
people to the library.

Is there a book or story about Dewey the library
cat?
Yes, the story of Dewey is told in the bestselling book 'Dewey: The Small-
Town Library Cat Who Touched the World' by Vicki Myron, which shares his
heartwarming story and impact.

How long did Dewey live at the Spencer Public
Library?
Dewey lived at the Spencer Public Library for 19 years, from 1988 until his
death in 2006.

What makes Dewey's story unique compared to other
famous cats?
Dewey's story is unique because he was a real library cat who profoundly
impacted a small community, inspiring kindness and literacy while becoming a
beloved local mascot.

Are there any memorials or tributes to Dewey?
Yes, Dewey is commemorated with a statue in Spencer, Iowa, and his legacy
continues through the book and the ongoing affection of the library and
community members.



Additional Resources
Dewey the Small Town Library Cat: A Heartwarming Tale of Community and
Compassion

dewey the small town library cat is more than just a feline resident; he is a
symbol of comfort, companionship, and community spirit that has captivated
readers and animal lovers worldwide. The story of Dewey, a cat found
abandoned in the Spencer Public Library's drop box on a bitterly cold winter
night, transcends the typical narrative of a pet in a public space. It offers
insight into how an unexpected mascot can influence a small town’s cultural
fabric and elevate the library’s role beyond its traditional functions.

This article delves deeply into the phenomenon of Dewey the small town
library cat, examining his impact on Spencer, Iowa, the community engagement
sparked by his presence, and the broader implications for library spaces
embracing animals as part of their environment. By analyzing the elements of
Dewey’s story, the article sheds light on why the tale resonates and how it
has inspired similar initiatives across libraries globally.

The Origins and Rise of Dewey: More Than Just a
Library Cat

Dewey Readmore Books, affectionately known simply as Dewey, was discovered in
January 1988 by Nancy, the head librarian of the Spencer Public Library. The
kitten was left in the book return slot, shivering and vulnerable. What
followed was a story of care, nurturing, and an unexpected bond between a cat
and a community. Dewey was not only cared for but adopted as the library’s
official mascot, quickly becoming a fixture beloved by locals and visitors
alike.

The uniqueness of Dewey’s story lies in how he transformed the library’s
identity. Traditionally, libraries serve as quiet, contemplative spaces for
learning and research. Dewey introduced an element of warmth and
approachability, encouraging patrons who might otherwise feel intimidated or
disconnected to visit and engage more deeply with the library’s offerings.
His presence subtly challenged the stereotype of libraries as austere and
uninviting, revealing how animals can humanize and enrich public spaces.

Community Impact and Emotional Connection

Dewey the small town library cat became an emotional anchor for Spencer’s
residents. His daily interactions with patrons—children, seniors, and casual
visitors—helped foster a sense of belonging and emotional well-being.
Numerous accounts suggest that Dewey reduced stress and anxiety for library
users, serving as a living, purring form of therapy. This aligns with broader



research on the positive psychological effects of animal-assisted
interventions, which have demonstrated that animals in public settings can
enhance mood, lower blood pressure, and increase social interaction.

The community’s embrace of Dewey also highlights the role of animals in
fostering social cohesion. People gathered not only to borrow books but to
see Dewey, share stories, and build relationships. This social dimension is
particularly significant in small towns where communal spaces are vital for
sustaining interpersonal connections. Dewey’s story underscores how a simple
act of kindness—rescuing a stray kitten—can ripple outward, strengthening the
social fabric.

Media Attention and Literary Legacy

The story of Dewey the small town library cat gained national and
international attention, culminating in the publication of the bestselling
book “Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World” by Vicki
Myron, the librarian who found and cared for him. The book not only narrates
Dewey’s life but also explores themes of resilience, hope, and community
spirit. Its success contributed to raising awareness about the importance of
libraries and the potential for animals to play transformative roles within
these institutions.

Media coverage and literary acclaim amplified Dewey’s legacy, inspiring other
libraries to consider adopting animals as community mascots or therapy
animals. Compared to other library cats, Dewey’s story is distinct for its
depth of emotional resonance and the scale of community involvement it
generated. While many libraries feature resident cats, few have matched
Dewey’s widespread impact or the affectionate bond he established with his
patrons.

The Role of Library Cats: Dewey as a Case Study

Library cats have become a niche but growing trend in public libraries around
the world. Dewey’s story serves as a compelling case study to explore why
these animals are embraced and what benefits or challenges their presence
entails.

Benefits of Having a Library Cat

Enhanced User Experience: Animals like Dewey add warmth and friendliness
to library environments, making them more inviting.

Increased Foot Traffic: Dewey attracted visitors who might not otherwise



frequent the library, thereby broadening the user base.

Stress Reduction: Interaction with cats has been shown to lower stress
and improve mental health, an important benefit in community-focused
spaces.

Community Engagement: Library cats can foster social interactions among
patrons, creating a community hub.

Challenges and Considerations

Allergies and Hygiene: Not all patrons are comfortable around animals;
managing allergies and cleanliness is crucial.

Animal Welfare: Ensuring the well-being of the cat, including health
checks and a safe environment, requires commitment.

Library Policies: Libraries must adapt rules and spaces to accommodate
animals while maintaining their primary functions.

The success of Dewey indicates that with proper planning and community
support, the benefits of having a library cat can outweigh the potential
drawbacks. His presence was carefully integrated into the library’s
operations, with staff committed to his care and patrons respecting his
space.

Comparative Analysis: Dewey Versus Other Library
Cats

While Dewey remains the most famous library cat, other cities have followed
suit. For instance, libraries in Tokyo, New York, and London have resident
cats that serve similar roles. However, Dewey’s story stands out because of
the narrative of rescue, his long tenure, and the deep connection to a
specific small-town community rather than a large urban setting.

Many library cats provide companionship but lack the widespread recognition
and cultural impact Dewey achieved. This distinction highlights how
storytelling, community engagement, and media exposure can elevate a local
figure into a global symbol of kindness and community spirit.



Legacy and Continuing Influence

Dewey the small town library cat passed away in 2006, but his memoir and the
affection he inspired continue to influence how libraries consider their role
in community life. His story has encouraged many librarians to rethink how
public spaces can be made more accessible and emotionally supportive.

In an era where digital media threatens traditional libraries, Dewey’s legacy
reminds us that libraries remain vital as places of human connection and
comfort. Animals like Dewey can humanize technology-driven environments and
maintain the library’s relevance in the 21st century.

As libraries evolve, the model Dewey established—of warmth, openness, and
community—serves as a blueprint for integrating non-traditional elements to
enrich public service. Whether through therapy animals, interactive programs,
or inclusive community events, Dewey’s influence extends far beyond the
shelves of the Spencer Public Library.

The story of Dewey the small town library cat illustrates how a single animal
can touch countless lives, transforming a small-town library into a beacon of
hope, kindness, and connection. His enduring legacy is a testament to the
power of compassion and the unexpected ways that animals enrich human
institutions.

Dewey The Small Town Library Cat

  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2008 Traces the author's
discovery of a half-frozen kitten in the drop-box of her small-community Iowa library and the feline's
development into an affable library mascot whose intuitive nature prompted hundreds of abiding
friendships, in a tale told against a backdrop of the town's struggles with the 1980s farm crisis.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey the Library Cat: A True Story Vicki Myron, Bret
Witter, 2010-05-03 In the tradition of Marley: A Dog Like No Other, this is the story of a cat who was
more than a pet, and the amazing effect he had on the people around him. This middle-grade
adaptation of the Grand Central bestseller Dewey features an 8-page photo insert, including
exclusive, never-before-seen photos of the Dew! Now everyone's favorite library cat can inspire a
new audience of young readers with his story of courage and love. Abandoned in a library book drop
slot in the dead of winter, this remarkable kitten miraculously endured the coldest night of the year.
Dewey Readmore Books, as he became known, quickly embraced his home inside Spencer's public
library, charming the struggling small town's library-goers, young and old. As word of Dewey's
winning tail, or rather his tale, spread, the library cat gained worldwide fame as a symbol of hope
and proof positive that one small cat could change a town, one reader at a time.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2009-02 How is it possible
for an abandoned kitten to transform a small library, save a classic American town, and eventually
become famous around the world? This New York Times bestseller answers that question as it tells
the story of Dewey Readmore Books, the beloved library cat of Spencer, Iowa.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey the Library Cat: A True Story Vicki Myron, Bret
Witter, 2010-05-03 In the tradition of Marley: A Dog Like No Other, this is the story of a cat who was
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more than a pet, and the amazing effect he had on the people around him. This middle-grade
adaptation of the Grand Central bestseller Dewey features an 8-page photo insert, including
exclusive, never-before-seen photos of the Dew! Now everyone's favorite library cat can inspire a
new audience of young readers with his story of courage and love. Abandoned in a library book drop
slot in the dead of winter, this remarkable kitten miraculously endured the coldest night of the year.
Dewey Readmore Books, as he became known, quickly embraced his home inside Spencer's public
library, charming the struggling small town's library-goers, young and old. As word of Dewey's
winning tail, or rather his tale, spread, the library cat gained worldwide fame as a symbol of hope
and proof positive that one small cat could change a town, one reader at a time.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey's Nine Lives Vicki Myron, 2010-10-01 Dewey: The
Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the Worldwas a blockbuster bestseller and a publishing
phenomenon. It spent more than seven months on the New York Timesbestseller list, nearly the
entire time in the top five. It has sold nearly a million copies, spawned three children's books, and
will be the basis for a movie starring Meryl Streep that is in the works. No doubt about it, this is one
beloved cat. But he's more than just a bestselling franchise: Dewey has created a community. Dewey
touched readers everywhere, who realized that no matter how difficult their lives might seem, or
how ordinary their talents, they can - and should - make a positive difference to those around them.
Dewey's Nine Livescontinues the formula that made Dewey so successful: inspiring, funny, and
heart-warming stories about cats told from the perspective of 'Dewey's Mum,' librarian Vicki Myron.
The amazing felines in this book include Dewey, of course, whose further never-before-told
adventures and amazing legacy are chronicled, but several others who Vicki found out about when
their owners reached out to her. Vicki learned, through extensive interviews and story sharing, what
made these cats special, and how they fit into Dewey's community of perseverance and love. From a
divorced mother in Alaska who saved a drowning kitten on Christmas Eve to a post-traumatic
stress-disorder - suffering veteran whose heart was opened by his long relationship with a rescued
cat, these Dewey-style stories will inspire readers to laugh, cry, care, and, most importantly, believe
in the magic of animals to touch individual lives.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2010 The charming story
of Dewey Readmore Books, the beloved library cat of Spencer, Iowa.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey's Nine Lives Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2010 The
author of the best-selling Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World provides a
new collection of inspiring cat stories, including a few more stories about Dewey himself, a tale
about a divorced mother that saved a drowning kitten on Christmas Eve and more.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2010 The true story of a
very special cat ... Dewey was found abandoned in the returned book slot by librarian Vicki when he
was just a tiny kitten. She took one look at half-frozen Dewey and decided that he would stay with
her and become the official library cat.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2010 When Vicki finds a
young kitten abandoned in the Spencer Library return box, she nurses him back to health, deciding
then and there that he will be their library cat and naming him, appropriately, Dewey Readmore
Books.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, 2009-12-15 How many lives can one
abandoned kitten touch? This is the heart-warming and unforgettable story of a truly idiosyncratic
cat with a strong sense of loyalty and love, and a taste for fast-food. When he was just a few weeks
old, Dewey Readmore Books was shoved through the book returns slot of his local library in a sleepy
town. Starving, terrified and bruised after being battered by falling books, Dewey curled up into the
arms of the library director Vicky. Vicky was a single mother who had escaped a violent husband and
was struggling to bring up her little girl Jodi alone. Vicky fell in love with the little bundle of fur in
her arms and campaigned to allow Dewey to stay and become the library cat. She didnt know what
she was letting herself in for. Deweys arrival transformed Vicky and Jodis lives, as well as the staff at
the library and eventually the fortunes of an entire town. Dewey was an instant hit with the library



regulars and had an amazing instinct to cuddle up close to visitors that were going through a tough
time. Vicky tells the incredible story of one severely disabled, wheelchair bound girl that Dewey took
a shine to and how he would climb inside her jacket as she giggled hysterically and her eyes, usually
almost catatonic, burst into life. He supervised childrens reading groups and ensured no child felt
left out by snuggling into the laps of any outsiders. He was a ball of mischievous energy and relished
in turning the hitherto quiet and predictable routines of the library upside down. Dewey became the
towns number one attraction and he began regularly appearing in the national and international
media. Fans from all over the world visited the small town to pay homage to the world's most
beloved cat.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, 2008-09-24 Traces the author's
discovery of a half-frozen kitten in the drop-box of her small-community Iowa library and the feline's
development into an affable library mascot whose intuitive nature prompted hundreds of abiding
friendships, in a tale told against a backdrop of the town's struggles with the 1980s farm crisis.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey Vicki Myron, 2012-01-15 Japanese edition of Dewey:
There's a Cat in the Library!. Children's version of the New York Times bestselling book Dewey - The
Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World by Vicki Myron. Shows the power of love and
loyalty. This is a true story about the beloved library cat in Spencer, Iowa who touched and changed
the hearts of people. In Japanese. Annotation copyright Tsai Fong Books, Inc. Distributed by Tsai
Fong Books, Inc.
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey's Christmas At the Library Vicki Myron, Bret Witter,
2010-12-10 The newest adventure in our New York Times bestselling series celebrates Dewey's very
first Christmas! The holiday season is in full swing in Spencer -- the lights are twinkling, the wreaths
are hung, and Christmas bells are ringing. Inside the library, Dewey longs to be part of the holiday
fun and after a series of silly misadventures, Dewey finds a way to add his own special touch to his
beloved Christmas tree -- and the results are Dew-rific! A wonderful way to celebrate the season
with everyone's favorite library cat.
  dewey the small town library cat: ,
  dewey the small town library cat: Dewey's Nine Lives Vicki Myron, Bret Witter, 2011-11-01
Vicki Myron follows up her #1 New York Times bestseller Dewey with stories of cats who inspire
their owners and includes two brand-new Dewey stories! Dewey's Nine Lives offers nine funny,
inspiring, and heartwarming stories about cats—all told from the perspective of Dewey's Mom,
librarian Vicki Myron. Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World was a
blockbuster bestseller and a publishing phenomenon. It has sold nearly a million copies, spawned
three children's books, and will be the basis for an upcoming movie. No doubt about it, Dewey has
created a community. Dewey touched readers everywhere, who realized that no matter how difficult
their lives might seem, or how ordinary their talents, they can-and should-make a positive difference
to those around them. Now, Dewey is back, with even more heartwarming moments and life lessons
to share. The amazing felines in this book include Dewey, of course, whose further never-before-told
adventures are shared, and several others who Vicki found out about when their owners reached out
to her. Vicki learned, through extensive interviews and story sharing, what made these cats special,
and how they fit into Dewey's community of perseverance and love. From a divorced mother in
Alaska who saved a drowning kitten on Christmas Eve to a troubled Vietnam veteran whose heart
was opened by his long relationship with a rescued cat, these Dewey-style stories will inspire
readers to laugh, cry, care, and, most importantly, believe in the magic of animals to touch
individual lives.
  dewey the small town library cat: Optimized C++ Kurt Guntheroth, 2016-04-27 In today’s
fast and competitive world, a program’s performance is just as important to customers as the
features it provides. This practical guide teaches developers performance-tuning principles that
enable optimization in C++. You’ll learn how to make code that already embodies best practices of
C++ design run faster and consume fewer resources on any computer—whether it’s a watch, phone,
workstation, supercomputer, or globe-spanning network of servers. Author Kurt Guntheroth



provides several running examples that demonstrate how to apply these principles incrementally to
improve existing code so it meets customer requirements for responsiveness and throughput. The
advice in this book will prove itself the first time you hear a colleague exclaim, “Wow, that was fast.
Who fixed something?” Locate performance hot spots using the profiler and software timers Learn to
perform repeatable experiments to measure performance of code changes Optimize use of
dynamically allocated variables Improve performance of hot loops and functions Speed up string
handling functions Recognize efficient algorithms and optimization patterns Learn the
strengths—and weaknesses—of C++ container classes View searching and sorting through an
optimizer’s eye Make efficient use of C++ streaming I/O functions Use C++ thread-based
concurrency features effectively
  dewey the small town library cat: Cats For Dummies Gina Spadafori, Lauren Demos, Paul D.
Pion, 2020-03-31 Everything you need to take care of your feline friend Cats are the purrfect pets:
they’re relatively easy to care for, a blast to play with, and sure to win the heart of every member of
your family with their loving nature—and sometimes sassy demeanor! Cats For Dummies gives you
expert insight into everything from cat behavior to what makes each type of feline unique. With this
easy-to-understand guide, you'll be able to tackle those tough cat-astrophes from dealing with
problem behaviors like scratching the furniture and missing the litter box—all while learning to
understand what your cat is trying to tell you. Happily bring a cat or kitten into your life Keep your
new four-legged family member comfortable and safe Live a happy feline-friendly life Keep your cat
in prime health Whether you're looking to get your first kitten or adopt a senior cat, this book covers
all the basics of feline cat care.
  dewey the small town library cat: Not in My Library! Sanford Berman, 2013-07-30 Foreword
by Mitch Freedman, a reprinted Counterpoise interview and 45 of Sanford Berman's U*L columns
dealing with book-burning, genocide, government secrecy and repression, cataloging, indexing,
classism, self-censorship and free speech for library staff (et cetera!). Index by Chris Dodge.
  dewey the small town library cat: Cat Tales Ashley Morgan, 2024-03-14 These uplifting
stories share true accounts of some extra special cats and reminds us that even the smallest
creatures can have the biggest impact on our lives. Whether you're a cat owner or simply appreciate
the magic of these adorable creatures, this book is sure to warm your heart and remind you of the
power of their love and companionship.
  dewey the small town library cat: Oogy Larry Levin, 2010-10-12 In the bestselling tradition of
Rescuing Sprite comes the story of a puppy brought back from the brink of death, and the family he
adopted. In 2002, Larry Levin and his twin sons, Dan and Noah, took their terminally ill cat to the
Ardmore Animal Hospital outside Philadelphia to have the beloved pet put to sleep. What would
begin as a terrible day suddenly got brighter as the ugliest dog they had ever seen--one who was
missing an ear and had half his face covered in scar tissue--ran up to them and captured their
hearts. The dog had been used as bait for fighting dogs when he was just a few months old. He had
been thrown in a cage and left to die until the police rescued him and the staff at Ardmore Animal
Hospital saved his life. The Levins, whose sons are themselves adopted, were unable to resist Oogy's
charms, and decided to take him home. Heartwarming and redemptive, Oogy is the story of the
people who were determined to rescue this dog against all odds, and of the family who took him
home, named him Oogy (an affectionate derivative of ugly), and made him one of their own.
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