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adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels is a fascinating
topic that delves into how early Christian narratives shaped understandings of gender, sexuality, and
power. Elaine H. Pagels, a renowned scholar of early Christianity and Gnosticism, has offered profound
insights into how the biblical story of Adam, Eve, and the serpent was interpreted through the lens of
sex politics, influencing centuries of religious thought and social norms. Exploring this subject
uncovers not only theological debates but also the cultural and political dynamics that defined early
Christian communities and their views on women, sin, and authority.

The Intersection of Theology and Gender in Early
Christianity

To understand the sex politics in early Christianity, it's essential to recognize how the story of Adam
and Eve became a symbolic battleground over gender roles and sexual morality. Elaine H. Pagels’
work sheds light on the way early Christian writers—and later church authorities—used this
foundational myth to justify certain power structures.

The Biblical Narrative and Its Cultural Impact

At the heart of the Bible's creation story is the relationship between Adam, the first man, Eve, the first
woman, and the serpent, often associated with Satan or temptation. According to the Genesis
account, Eve’s act of eating the forbidden fruit and sharing it with Adam precipitates the Fall, a
moment loaded with implications about disobedience, knowledge, and sin. Early Christian
interpretations, however, often emphasized Eve’s role in the Fall as evidence of women'’s inherent
weakness or moral inferiority.

Elaine H. Pagels explores how this narrative was not simply a religious story but a tool used to
construct a social order where male dominance was naturalized, and female sexuality was often
viewed with suspicion or outright condemnation. This shaped early Christian teachings on sexual
behavior, marriage, and the roles of men and women within both the church and society.

Elaine H. Pagels and the Gnostic Perspective on Adam,
Eve, and the Serpent

One of the most compelling contributions Elaine H. Pagels makes is her examination of Gnostic texts,
which offer alternative interpretations of the Adam and Eve story. Unlike the orthodox Christian view,
many Gnostic sects saw the serpent not as a deceiver but as a liberator, bringing knowledge (gnosis)



to humanity.

Reinterpreting the Serpent: From Tempter to Teacher

In several Gnostic writings, the serpent is a positive figure who encourages Eve to seek
enlightenment, challenging the authoritarian God of the Old Testament who withholds knowledge.
This flips the traditional narrative on its head, presenting Eve as a figure of wisdom and rebellion
rather than sinfulness.

Elaine H. Pagels highlights how these alternative readings question the dominant sex politics of the
time by elevating female figures and challenging male-centric authority. The serpent’s role as a
symbol of empowerment rather than temptation critiques the early church’s tendency to suppress
women’s voices and sexual agency.

Sexuality, Power, and Liberation in Gnostic Thought

The sex politics embedded in these Gnostic interpretations reveal a different vision of human nature
and divinity, one less constrained by patriarchal norms. In this view, sexuality could be seen as a
spiritual force rather than a source of shame or sin, and Eve’s assertion of knowledge was an act of
liberation.

This approach contrasts sharply with the more punitive attitudes toward sexuality found in orthodox
Christianity, where sexual desire was often linked to original sin and female culpability. Pagels’
research uncovers how early Christian diversity included debates over these ideas, many of which
were suppressed as the church sought to consolidate power.

How Sex Politics Influenced Early Christian Doctrine
and Society

The story of Adam, Eve, and the serpent didn’t just shape theological concepts; it influenced laws,
social roles, and everyday life in early Christian communities.

The Role of Women and Sexual Morality

The portrayal of Eve as the “temptress” had profound consequences for women'’s status. Women
were often viewed as morally weaker and more susceptible to sin, which justified restrictions on their
participation in religious and social life. This led to the enforcement of strict sexual
ethics—particularly for women—including chastity, modesty, and obedience.

Elaine H. Pagels points out that these norms were not universally accepted. Some early Christian
sects, especially Gnostic groups, challenged these ideas by promoting more egalitarian views of
gender and sexuality. However, as orthodox Christianity became dominant, these alternative voices



were marginalized.

The Development of Church Authority and Gender Hierarchies

The consolidation of ecclesiastical authority in the early centuries also involved codifying gender roles
based on interpretations of biblical texts. Male leadership was framed as divinely ordained, while
women were largely excluded from positions of power. The story of Adam and Eve was frequently
cited to legitimize this hierarchy, emphasizing Eve's supposed role in humanity’s fall.

Pagels’ exploration reveals how these theological interpretations were deeply intertwined with the sex
politics of the time, reinforcing a system that privileged male authority and control over female bodies
and sexuality.

Why Elaine H. Pagels’ Work Matters Today

Understanding the sex politics embedded in the story of Adam, Eve, and the serpent through Elaine
H. Pagels’ scholarship offers valuable insights for contemporary discussions about gender, religion,
and power.

Reclaiming Narratives and Challenging Patriarchy

By uncovering the diversity of early Christian thought, especially through Gnostic texts, Pagels
encourages a re-examination of traditional interpretations that have long marginalized women.
Recognizing that these narratives were historically constructed to serve particular social and political
ends allows modern readers to question and reinterpret them in ways that promote equality and
justice.

Implications for Modern Religious and Feminist Thought

The intersection of sex, politics, and religion continues to be a critical area of discourse. Pagels’ work
inspires both religious communities and feminist scholars to critically assess how ancient stories
influence contemporary beliefs about gender roles and sexuality.

Her research underscores the possibility of alternative spiritualities that embrace female
empowerment and reject harmful stereotypes rooted in early Christian sex politics.

Exploring Further: Tips for Engaging with This Complex
Topic

If you're interested in diving deeper into adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity



elaine h pagels has illuminated, here are some suggestions:

* Read Primary Sources: Explore Gnostic texts like the Gospel of Mary or the Apocryphon of
John to see alternative perspectives on biblical narratives.

e Study Elaine H. Pagels’ Books: Her works, especially "The Gnostic Gospels," provide
accessible yet scholarly insights into early Christian diversity and gender politics.

e Engage in Discussions: Join study groups or online forums focused on theology and gender to
hear diverse viewpoints and deepen your understanding.

» Reflect on Modern Implications: Consider how these ancient stories shape current religious
practices and cultural attitudes toward gender and sexuality.

Exploring the sex politics surrounding Adam, Eve, and the serpent through the lens of early
Christianity and Elaine H. Pagels’ scholarship reveals a rich tapestry of conflict, interpretation, and
power. It's a reminder that the stories we inherit are not fixed but open to questioning and
transformation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Elaine H. Pagels and what is her connection to 'Adam,
Eve, and the Serpent'?

Elaine H. Pagels is a renowned scholar of early Christianity and religion. She authored 'Adam, Eve,
and the Serpent: Sex and Politics in Early Christianity,' a book that explores the role of gender,
sexuality, and power in early Christian texts and traditions.

What is the main theme of 'Adam, Eve, and the Serpent' by
Elaine H. Pagels?

The main theme of the book is the examination of how early Christian teachings and narratives about
Adam, Eve, and the serpent shaped ideas about sex, gender roles, and political power in early
Christian communities.

How does Elaine Pagels reinterpret the story of Adam and Eve
in her book?

Elaine Pagels reinterprets the story by analyzing it through the lens of early Christian sex politics,
suggesting that the narrative was used to justify certain gender hierarchies and social norms within
the early Church.



What impact did the serpent have in the context of sex
politics according to Pagels?

According to Pagels, the serpent in the Genesis story symbolizes subversive knowledge and sexuality,
and its portrayal influenced Christian attitudes toward female sexuality and authority, reinforcing
patriarchal control.

How does 'Adam, Eve, and the Serpent' contribute to
understanding early Christian attitudes towards women?

The book highlights how early Christian texts often portrayed women as sources of temptation and
sin, which justified restricting women's roles and reinforced male dominance in religious and social
structures.

Why is Elaine H. Pagels' work on early Christianity considered
influential in gender studies?

Her work is influential because it critically examines how religious narratives shaped societal attitudes
toward gender and sexuality, offering insights into the historical roots of patriarchal systems and
encouraging re-evaluation of traditional interpretations.

Additional Resources
Adam Eve and the Serpent: Sex Politics in Early Christianity Elaine H. Pagels

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels explores a
compelling and complex dimension of early Christian thought, where biblical narratives, gender roles,
and theological interpretations intersect. Elaine H. Pagels, a renowned scholar of religion and early
Christianity, delves into how the story of Adam, Eve, and the serpent was not merely a religious myth
but also a locus for early debates about sex, power, and authority within the nascent Christian
communities. Her work reveals the intricate ways in which these foundational figures were woven into
the fabric of early Christian sex politics, influencing ideas about women, sin, and spiritual hierarchy.

In this article, we investigate the multi-layered interpretations that Pagels offers, situating them
within the broader context of early Christian writings, Gnostic texts, and emerging orthodox doctrines.
By examining the sex politics embedded in the Adam and Eve narrative, Pagels sheds light on the
contested meanings of gender and sexuality that shaped early Christian identity and theology.

Interpreting Adam, Eve, and the Serpent: A Historical
and Theological Overview

The narrative of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden is a pivotal biblical story that has long been
interpreted through various theological lenses. Elaine H. Pagels’s scholarship focuses on how early
Christian sects, especially Gnostic groups, reimagined this story to challenge orthodox positions on
gender and sin. Unlike traditional interpretations that often cast Eve as the primary transgressor



responsible for humanity’s fall, some early Christian writings attributed equal or even greater
culpability to Adam or the serpent, thereby complicating the patriarchal assumptions underpinning
mainstream Christian thought.

Pagels’s analysis highlights that the serpent, frequently demonized in orthodox Christian exegesis,
held a more ambivalent or even positive role in certain Gnostic texts. In these accounts, the serpent
sometimes symbolizes wisdom or liberation, countering the oppressive authority of a jealous Creator
God. This reinterpretation not only subverts conventional readings of the Genesis account but also
reframes the sex politics by questioning the vilification of Eve and, by extension, women.

The Role of Gnostic Texts in Sex Politics

Gnostic Christianity, flourishing in the first few centuries CE, produced a rich corpus of alternate
biblical narratives that frequently conflicted with emerging orthodox doctrines. Pagels’s research
draws extensively on these texts to reveal how early Christians grappled with gendered power
dynamics. For instance, the Gnostic text "The Hypostasis of the Archons" portrays Eve not as a
temptress but as a figure of knowledge and spiritual awakening. This contrasts sharply with the
prevailing orthodox view that associated Eve with sin and moral weakness.

Furthermore, the serpent’s depiction as a bearer of knowledge in Gnostic traditions challenges the
binary of good versus evil that characterizes mainstream Christian thought. This nuanced portrayal
reflects broader debates about sexual morality and authority in early Christian communities, where
women'’s roles ranged from leadership in some sects to marginalization in others.

Sex Politics and Gender Constructs in Early Christianity

Sex politics in early Christianity were deeply intertwined with interpretations of the Adam and Eve
story. Pagels’s work illuminates how these interpretations influenced social attitudes toward women,
sexuality, and spiritual authority. The traditional doctrine of original sin, which often rested on Eve’s
disobedience, provided theological justification for restricting women'’s roles within the church and
society.

However, alternative readings, such as those found in Gnostic circles, proposed radically different
understandings of gender and sexuality. These perspectives included:
e Equality in Spiritual Potential: Some early Christian groups emphasized the equality of men

and women in spiritual enlightenment, challenging patriarchal hierarchies.

e Critiques of Sexual Shame: Gnostic texts often rejected the notion that sexuality was
inherently sinful, promoting instead a more liberated view of the body and desire.

e Female Spiritual Authority: Women were sometimes portrayed as bearers of wisdom and
spiritual insight, holding leadership positions contrary to orthodox restrictions.



These contrasting views underscore the sex politics at play during Christianity’s formative centuries,
where theology served as a battleground for competing visions of gender roles and power.

Elaine H. Pagels’s Methodological Approach

Pagels employs a multidisciplinary methodology that includes textual criticism, historical context, and
feminist theory to dissect early Christian narratives. Her approach is notable for its refusal to accept
orthodox interpretations at face value. Instead, she places marginalized voices and alternative texts
at the center of her analysis, revealing the contested nature of early Christian doctrine.

By doing so, Pagels not only recovers lost or suppressed perspectives but also challenges modern
readers to reconsider the historical construction of sex and gender in Christianity. Her scholarship
invites an understanding of the Adam and Eve story as a dynamic, evolving narrative shaped by
political, social, and theological forces.

Comparative Perspectives: Orthodox vs. Gnostic
Interpretations

A comparative look at orthodox and Gnostic interpretations of Adam, Eve, and the serpent highlights
significant differences in sex politics:

1. Orthodox Christianity: Emphasizes Eve’s role in original sin, often associating women with
temptation and moral weakness. The serpent is unequivocally evil, representing Satan.

2. Gnostic Christianity: Reinterprets the serpent as a symbol of wisdom and liberation. Eve is a
positive figure who aids in humanity’s awakening, and the Creator God is sometimes depicted
as a flawed or oppressive entity.

These divergent narratives influenced early Christian communities’ attitudes toward women’s spiritual
and social roles. Where orthodox doctrine reinforced patriarchal norms, Gnostic texts offered models
for more egalitarian and sexually liberated beliefs.

The Impact on Early Christian Communities

The sex politics embedded in these interpretations had tangible effects on early Christian practices
and community structures. For example, women in some Gnostic sects held prominent roles as
teachers and leaders, reflecting the more inclusive theology. Conversely, orthodox Christianity
increasingly codified gender hierarchies that limited women'’s participation in ecclesiastical authority.

Pagels’s examination of these dynamics underscores the political nature of theological disputes,
revealing how debates over Adam, Eve, and the serpent were also struggles over power, identity, and
control within early Christian society.



Elaine H. Pagels’s Contribution to Religious Studies
and Gender Discourse

Elaine H. Pagels’s work on adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels
has been instrumental in broadening scholarly and public understanding of the complexity of early
Christian thought. Her research challenges simplistic or monolithic views of biblical texts and
highlights the importance of gender as a category of analysis in religious studies.

By bringing to light the diversity of early Christian beliefs and the contested nature of sex politics,
Pagels’s scholarship encourages ongoing dialogue about the intersection of religion, gender, and
power. Her work remains a crucial resource for scholars, theologians, and anyone interested in the
historical roots of contemporary debates around gender and sexuality in religious contexts.

In tracing the varied representations of Adam, Eve, and the serpent, Pagels reveals not only the
theological richness of early Christianity but also the profound implications these narratives had for
shaping social norms and hierarchies. Her insights contribute to a more nuanced understanding of
how sacred stories function as sites of political and cultural negotiation, particularly in relation to sex
and gender.

Adam Eve And The Serpent Sex Politics In Early Christianity
Elaine H Pagels

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Adam, Eve
and the Serpent Elaine Pagels, 1989-09-19 A National Book Award winner and New York Times
bestselling author deepens and refreshes our view of early Christianity while casting a disturbing
light on the evolution of the attitudes passed down to us. Confirms her reputation as both a scholar
and a popular interpreter.... Continuously rewarding and illuminating. —The New York Times How
did the early Christians come to believe that sex was inherently sinful? When did the Fall of Adam
become synonymous with the fall of humanity? What turned Christianity from a dissident sect that
championed the integrity of the individual and the idea of free will into the bulwark of a new
imperial order—with the central belief that human beings cannot not choose to sin? In this
provocative masterpiece of historical scholarship Elaine Pagels re-creates the controversies that
racked the early church as it confronted the riddles of sexuality, freedom, and sin as embodied in the
story of Genesis. And she shows how what was once heresy came to shape our own attitudes toward
the body and the soul.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Adam, Eve
and the Serpent Elaine H. Pagels, 1988 Om den kristne traditions grundleeggende holdninger til
moral og seksualitet, samt om hvorledes traditionerne eendredes, da kristendommen i 300-tallet blev
romersk statsreligion

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Desire Anna
Clark, 2012-11-12 “... the rich range of historical information that Clark weaves into her chapters...
makes this ambitious overview of sex in Europe a highly accessible and successful endeavour.’ -
Times Higher Education Supplement 'Provides a valuable overview of the history of sexuality in
Europe since classical antiquity, synthesising as it does a mass of studies of specific regions and
periods which have appeared during the last two decades.' Lesley Hall, Wellcome Library, UK
Desire: A History of European Sexuality is a sweeping survey of sexuality in Europe from the Greeks
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to the present day. It traces two concepts of sexual desire that have competed in European history:
desire as dangerous, polluting, and disorderly; and desire as creative, transcendent, even
revolutionary. This book follows these changing attitudes toward sexuality through the major turning
points of European history. Written in a lively and engaging style, the book contains many
fascinating anecdotes drawing on a rich array of sources including poetry, novels, pornography and
film as well as court records, autobiographies and personal letters. While Anna Clark builds on the
work of dozens of historians, she also takes a fresh approach and introduces the concepts of twilight
moments and sexual economies. Desire integrates the history of heterosexuality with same-sex
desire, and focuses on the emotions of love as well as the passions of lust, the politics of sex as well
as the personal experiences.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Specters of
Paul Benjamin H. Dunning, 2011-02-07 The first Christians operated with a hierarchical model of
sexual difference common to the ancient Mediterranean, with women considered to be lesser
versions of men. Yet sexual difference was not completely stable as a conceptual category across the
spectrum of formative Christian thinking. Rather, early Christians found ways to exercise theological
creativity and to think differently from one another as they probed the enigma of sexually
differentiated bodies. In Specters of Paul, Benjamin H. Dunning explores this variety in second- and
third-century Christian thought with particular attention to the ways the legacy of the apostle Paul
fueled, shaped, and also constrained approaches to the issue. Paul articulates his vision of what it
means to be human primarily by situating human beings between two poles: creation (Adam) and
resurrection (Christ). But within this framework, where does one place the figure of Eve—and the
difference that her female body represents? Dunning demonstrates that this dilemma impacted a
range of Christian thinkers in the centuries immediately following the apostle, including Clement of
Alexandria, Irenaeus of Lyons, Tertullian of Carthage, and authors from the Nag Hammadi corpus.
While each of these thinkers attempts to give the difference of the feminine a coherent place within
a Pauline typological framework, Dunning shows that they all fail to deliver fully on the coherence
that they promise. Instead, sexual difference haunts the Pauline discourse of identity and sameness
as the difference that can be neither fully assimilated nor fully ejected—a conclusion with important
implications not only for early Christian history but also for feminist and queer philosophy and
theology.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Gender and
Academe Sara Munson Deats, Lagretta Tallent Lenker, 1994 This collection of new essays from 29
feminist scholars in a range of humanities and social science disciplines argues that pedagogical
methods, as well as curricula and textbooks, should reflect feminist theories and emphases. At the
same time, the scholars demonstrate that feminists can advocate both hierarchy and equality,
authority and freedom, order and flexibility, objectivity and subjectivity, reason and feeling, without
being guilty of philosophical treason. Contributors: Evelyn Ashton-Jones, Meredith Butler, John
Clifford, Blanche Radford Curry, Sara Munson Deats, Gloria DeSole, Janet Mason Ellerby, Mary Ann
Gawelek, Brenda Gross, Judith M. Green, Suzan Harrison, Kathleen Day Hulbert, Carolyn Johnston,
Lagretta Tallent Lenker, Linda E. Lucas, Carol Mattingly, Colleen McNally, Maggie Mulqueen,
Virginia Nees-Hatlen, Judith Ochshorn, Gary A. Olson, Sharyl Bender Peterson, Eleanor Roffman,
Fran Schattenberg, Lisa S. Starks, Jill Mattuck Tarule, Charlotte Templin, Arnold S. Wolfe, Linda
Woodbridge, Judith Worell

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Creating
Gender in the Garden Barbara Deutschmann, 2023-09-21 Winner of the 2023 ANZATS Award for
the Best Monograph by an Emerging Scholar What can explain the persistence of gender inequality
throughout history? Do narratives such as the Eden story explain that dissymmetry or contribute to
it? This book suggests that the Hebrew Bible began and has sustained a rich conversation about sex
and gender throughout its life. A literary study of the Garden of Eden story reveals a focus on the
human partnership as integral to the divine creation project. Texts from other Hebrew Bible genres
build a picture of robust and flexible partnerships within a patriarchal framework. In popular



culture, Eve still carries the stench of guilt while Adam, seemingly unscathed by Eden events,
remains a positive symbol of manhood. This book helps explain why they have had such different
histories. The book also charts the subversive alternate streams of interpretation of women's
writings and rabbinic texts. The story of Adam and Eve demonstrates how conceptions of gender in
both ancient and modern worlds reflect larger philosophical schemes. Far from existing as timeless
verities, female and male relations are constructed according to cultural imperatives of the day.
Understanding the different ways that Adam and Eve have been conceived gives us perspective on
our own twenty-first century gender architecture.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Loving the
Body D. Hopkins, 2004-12-09 In this book, contributors argue that the Black Church must begin to
address the significance of sexuality if it is to actually present liberation as a mode of existence that
fully appreciates the body. The contributors argue that we not only have to look at the Black Church
in this discussion, but also explore black Christianity in general.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Theodicy Jill
Graper Hernandez, 2019-05-20 The problem of evil has vexed for centuries: is pain and suffering in
the world consistent with the existence of God? Theodicy attempts to demonstrate or explain why
the answer could be ‘yes’. Some think that the problem of evil was solved a long time ago, but
theodicy in the 21st-century has thus far produced novel approaches, uncovered new dilemmas,
juxtaposed itself with other philosophical and religious fields, listened to new voices, and has even
been explored through uncommon methodologies. This is a new era of, and for, theodicy. Though
never removed from the logical problem of evil, theodicy at least in the near future will generate
unique arguments related to the phenomenology of lived suffering, modal claims across worlds, the
possibility of ameliorative analysis, narrative theodicy, and standpoint difficulties in generating
theodical discourse. This special issue is dedicated to extending the platform for clear and
interesting perspectives on new dimensions of theodicy, and in reclaiming perspectives on the
problem of evil that have been largely ignored in philosophy of religion.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: The Shame
that Lingers A. Denise Starkey, 2009 In The Shame That Lingers: A Survivor-Centered Critique of
Catholic Sin-Talk, A. Denise Starkey argues that the dominant legal model of sin in the Catholic
Church is inadequate for hearing the experience of sin for survivors of childhood and domestic
violence because it functions to shame rather than to heal. A universal understanding of the sinner,
as found in mainstream Catholic sin-talk and confession, impedes human flourishing by silencing
radical suffering in ways that make survivors complicit for the harm done to them. Starkey argues
that a shame-free theology of sin is necessary if survivors are to encounter the profound love of God.
Understanding sin from the perspective of the sinned-against makes possible a transformative
solidarity with the other by reinvisioning the roles of speaker and listener.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Feminist
Theory Wendy K. Kolmar, Frances Bartkowski, 2005 This comprehensive reader represents the
history, intellectual breadth, and diversity of feminist theory. An historical framework organizes a
great wealth of selections, 103 in all, with an entirely new concluding Part VII that covers
1995-2002.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Eros and the
Jews David Biale, 2023-09-01 Contradictory stereotypes about Jewish sexuality pervade modern
culture, from Lenny Bruce's hip eroticism to Woody Allen's little man with the big libido (and even
bigger sexual neurosis). Does Judaism in fact liberate or repress sexual desire? David Biale does
much more than answer that question as he traces Judaism's evolving position on sexuality, from the
Bible and Talmud to Zionism up through American attitudes today. What he finds is a persistent
conflict between asceticism and gratification, between procreation and pleasure. From the period of
the Talmud onward, Biale says, Jewish culture continually struggled with sexual abstinence,
attempting to incorporate the virtues of celibacy, as it absorbed them from Greco-Roman and
Christian cultures, within a theology of procreation. He explores both the canonical writings of male



authorities and the alternative voices of women, drawing from a fascinating range of sources that
includes the Book of Ruth, Yiddish literature, the memoirs of the founders of Zionism, and the films
of Woody Allen. Biale's historical reconstruction of Jewish sexuality sees the present through the
past and the past through the present. He discovers an erotic tradition that is not dogmatic, but a
record of real people struggling with questions that have challenged every human culture, and that
have relevance for the dilemmas of both Jews and non-Jews today. Contradictory stereotypes about
Jewish sexuality pervade modern culture, from Lenny Bruce's hip eroticism to Woody Allen's little
man with the big libido (and even bigger sexual neurosis). Does Judaism in fact liberate or repress
sexual desire? David Bial

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Histories of
Sexuality Stephen Garton, 2014-12-18 This book presents the first assessment of one of the most
rapidly expanding fields of research: the history of sexuality. From the early efforts of historians to
work out a model for sexual history, to the extraordinary impact of French philosopher Michel
Foucault, to the vigorous debates about essentialism and social constructionism, to the emergence
of contemporary debates about historicism, queer theory, embodiment, gender and cultural history -
we now have vast and diverse historical scholarship on sex and sexuality. 'Histories of Sexuality'
highlights the key historical moments and issues: pederasty and cultures of male passivity in ancient
Greece and Rome; the impact of early Christianity and ideals of renunciation on the sexual cultures
of late antiquity; the sustained existence of homosexual cultures in medieval and renaissance
Europe; the invention of homosexuality and heterosexuality in eighteenth century Europe and
America; the truth behind Victorian sexual repression; the work of reformers and scientists such as
Havelock Ellis, Marie Stopes, Stella Browne, Margaret Sanger, Alfred Kinsey, William Masters and
Virginia Johnson.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Christianity
and Freedom: Volume 1, Historical Perspectives Timothy Samuel Shah, Allen D. Hertzke, 2016-04-26
In Volume 1 of Christianity and Freedom, leading historians uncover the unappreciated role of
Christianity in the development of basic human rights and freedoms from antiquity through today.
These include radical notions of dignity and equality, religious freedom, liberty of conscience,
limited government, consent of the governed, economic liberty, autonomous civil society, and
church-state separation, as well as more recent advances in democracy, human rights, and human
development. Acknowledging that the record is mixed, scholars document how the seeds of freedom
in Christianity antedate and ultimately undermine later Christian justifications and practices of
persecution. Drawing from history, political science, and sociology, this volume will become a
standard reference work for historians, political scientists, theologians, students, journalists,
business leaders, opinion shapers, and policymakers.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: The Olde
Daunce Robert R. Edwards, Stephen Spector, 1991-01-22 In this volume a variety of perspectives
reevaluate the nature of friendship, desire, and the olde daunce of love in the Middle Ages.
Challenging earlier scholarly notions about medieval marriage, this book suggests and explores the
legitimacy of marital friendship, affection, and mutuality. The authors explore the relationship of
medieval love to companionship, equality, and power, and relate medieval expressions of love to a
number of issues including creativity, reading and writing, voyeurism, chastity, violence, and even
hate. The book reconsiders the theological, philosophical, and legal background of medieval
attitudes toward marriage, analyzes expressions of love and desire in European vernacular
literature, and considers several implications of Chaucer's treatment of love, marriage, and
sexuality.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: The Routledge
History of the Devil in the Western Tradition Richard Raiswell, Michelle D. Brock, David R. Winter,
2025-05-29 Covering a period of 2000 years, this book offers an interdisciplinary exploration of the
devil's role in the Western tradition and draws from history, religion, art, literature, media studies,
and anthropology to provide a multifaceted view of the devil over time. The Routledge History of the




Devil in the Western Tradition examines topics such as the devil's scriptural origins, medieval
development, and role in witch-hunting and possession cases, as well as the influence of the demonic
on contemporary issues like terrorism, political polarisation, and digital culture. Collectively, this
volume demonstrates that the demonological imagination has served as part of the glue holding
Western societies together. While contexts, misfortunes, and anxieties have shifted according to
time and place, many of the dynamics that underlie the devil’s construction and detection have
important continuities. This book, then, provides an innovative history of the anti-West—the West as
seen through its anxieties, fears, and attempts to define and police itself and its boundaries. With
contributions from 28 leading scholars in the field, this volume is of interest to all students and
scholars of the devil in the Western world.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Eve and
Adam Kristen E. Kvam, Linda S. Schearing, Valarie H. Ziegler, 1999-05-15 This anthology surveys
more than 2,000 years of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim commentary and debate on the biblical story
that continues to raise questions about what it means to be a man or to be a woman.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Routledge
Revivals: The British Christian Women's Movement (2002) Jenny Daggers, 2018-02-05 The British
Christian Women'’s Movement charts the British Christian women’s movement and its inception in
the post-sixties decades, amid new currents generated in the British denominational churches, and
the wider current of Women'’s Liberation. Focusing on Christian women’s concern with the position
of women in the church, this book identifies core Christian women'’s theology which affirms a
(rehabilitated) ‘new Eve in Christ’, and contrasts with a paradigm shift taking shape in North
American feminist theology. It argues that this divergence is primarily because of the effect of
prolonged Church of England women'’s ordination debates upon the ethos of the British Christian
women’s movement.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Adam, Eve
and the Serpent Elaine Pagels, 1988-06-01 Distinguished religious historian Elaine Pagels shows
why and how the founders of the Christian church permanently revolutionized the meaning of
sexuality and left as a legacy the male-dominated, guilt-ridden sexual ethos with which we, alone of
all people on earth, have lived ever since.

adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels: Resurrecting
Parts Taylor Petrey, 2015-07-03 During the late second and early third centuries C.E. the
resurrection became a central question for intellectual commentary, with increasingly tense
divisions between those who interpreted the resurrection as a bodily experience and those who did
not. The relationship between the resurrected person and their mortal flesh was also a key point of
discussion, especially in regards to sexual desires, body parts, and practices. Early Christians
struggled to articulate how and why these bodily features related to the imagined resurrected self.
The problems posed by the resurrection thus provoked theological analysis of the mortal body,
sexual desire and gender. Resurrecting Parts is the first study to examine the place of gender and
sexuality in early Christian debates on the nature of resurrection, investigating how the resurrected
body has been interpreted by writers of this period in order to address the nature of sexuality and
sexual difference. In particular, Petrey considers the instability of early Christian attempts to
separate maleness and femaleness. Bodily parts commonly signified sexual difference, yet it was
widely thought that future resurrected bodies would not experience desire or reproduction. In the
absence of sexuality, this insistence on difference became difficult to maintain. To achieve a
common, shared identity and status for the resurrected body that nevertheless preserved sexual
difference, treatises on the resurrection found it necessary to explain how and in what way these
parts would be transformed in the resurrection, shedding all associations with sexual desires, acts,
and reproduction. Exploring a range of early Christian sources, from the Greek and Latin fathers to
the authors of the Nag Hammadi writings, Resurrecting Parts is a fascinating resource for scholars
interested in gender and sexuality in classical antiquity, early Christianity, asceticism, and, of
course, the resurrection and the body.



adam eve and the serpent sex politics in early christianity elaine h pagels:
Constructions of Gender in Religious Traditions of Late Antiquity Kathy Ehrensperger, Juni
Hoppe, Shayna Sheinfeld, 2024-03-26 This volume examines questions concerning the construction
of gender and identity in the earliest days of what is now Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
Methodologically explicit, the contributions analyze textual and material sources related to these
religious traditions in their cultural contexts. The sources examined are predominantly products of
patriarchal elite discourses requiring innovative approaches to unveil aspects of gender otherwise
hidden. This volume extends the discussion represented in the volume Gender and Second-Temple
Judaism (2020) and highlights the fruitfulness of interdisciplinary research beyond anachronistic
discipline distinctions.
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