words our way spelling program

Words Our Way Spelling Program: A Dynamic Approach to Literacy Development

words our way spelling program has become a popular choice among educators
and parents looking for an effective and engaging way to improve children's
spelling and vocabulary skills. This innovative program blends hands-on
activities with developmental spelling instruction, making it a versatile
tool that adapts to learners' unique stages. Whether you'’re teaching early
readers or helping older students refine their spelling, Words Our Way offers
a structured yet flexible approach that supports literacy growth in a
meaningful way.

Understanding the Words Our Way Spelling
Program

At its core, the Words Our Way spelling program is designed around the
concept of developmental stages in spelling and word study. Unlike
traditional rote memorization methods, this program recognizes that students
progress through predictable phases as they learn to spell and read. By
identifying where a student falls in this continuum, teachers can tailor
instruction to meet their specific needs.

What Makes Words Our Way Different?

Traditional spelling programs often rely on weekly lists of words that
students memorize and test on. Words Our Way, however, uses word sorts—a
strategy where students categorize words based on patterns, sounds, or
meanings. This hands-on sorting helps learners make connections between
sounds and letters, understand spelling patterns, and see relationships among
words. It’s an interactive, brain-friendly approach that encourages critical
thinking rather than passive memorization.

The Developmental Stages Explained

Words Our Way identifies five key stages of spelling development:

e Emergent Stage: Young learners begin to understand that print carries
meaning. They experiment with letters and sounds but rely heavily on
pictures and contextual clues.

e Letter Name-Alphabetic Stage: Children start to connect sounds to



letters and use these associations to spell words phonetically.

e Within-Word Pattern Stage: Students learn more complex spelling patterns
like vowel teams and r-controlled vowels.

e Syllables and Affixes Stage: Learners focus on multisyllabic words,
prefixes, suffixes, and base words.

e Derivational Relations Stage: Older students explore the relationships
between spelling, meaning, and word origins.

This progression helps teachers select the right word lists and activities
that match each student’s abilities, making instruction more personalized and
effective.

How to Implement Words Our Way in the Classroom

One of the strengths of the Words Our Way program is its adaptability. It can
be used in whole-class settings, small groups, or one-on-one sessions, and it
complements existing reading and writing curricula seamlessly.

Assessment and Grouping

Before diving into word sorts, it’s essential to assess students' spelling
development. Teachers typically use informal spelling inventories that
provide insight into students' strengths and weaknesses. Based on assessment
results, students are grouped by similar developmental stages, ensuring that
each group works on words and patterns appropriate for their skill level.

Engaging Activities to Reinforce Learning

The program emphasizes active learning through a variety of interactive
activities:

e Word Sorts: Students categorize words based on specific features such as
vowel patterns or consonant blends.

e Writing Sorts: Learners write words after sorting, reinforcing spelling
through production.

e Blind Sorts: Students sort words from memory, which helps internalize
spelling patterns.



e Word Hunts: Learners search texts for words with target patterns,
linking spelling to real reading experiences.

These activities keep students engaged and allow them to explore language in
meaningful ways.

Benefits of Using Words Our Way Spelling
Program

Educators and parents alike appreciate the variety of benefits this program
offers, not just for spelling, but for overall literacy development.

Supports Differentiated Instruction

Because students develop spelling skills at different rates, the program’s
focus on developmental stages allows for targeted teaching. This
differentiation helps avoid frustration for struggling learners and provides
appropriate challenges for advanced students.

Builds Phonemic Awareness and Word Knowledge

By focusing on the sounds within words and their corresponding spelling
patterns, Words Our Way enhances phonemic awareness—an essential foundation
for reading proficiency. At the same time, it expands vocabulary and
understanding of word meanings, contributing to stronger comprehension and
writing skills.

Encourages Metacognition and Independence

Students actively analyze and manipulate word features, which promotes
metacognitive skills. They learn to think about how words work, leading to
greater independence in spelling and word recognition tasks.

Tips for Maximizing Success with Words Our Way

To get the most out of the Words Our Way spelling program, consider these
practical tips:



1. Regularly Assess Students: Continually check progress to adjust groups
and word lists as needed.

2. Incorporate Technology: Use digital tools or apps that complement word
sorts to engage tech-savvy learners.

3. Connect to Writing: Encourage students to use new words in their writing
to reinforce learning.

4. Involve Families: Share word lists and activities with parents to
support practice at home.

5. Be Patient and Flexible: Allow students to progress at their own pace
and revisit stages when necessary.

Words Our Way Spelling Program and the Broader
Literacy Landscape

In today’'s educational environment, fostering literacy is more important than
ever. The Words Our Way spelling program fits neatly into comprehensive
literacy instruction, complementing reading, writing, and vocabulary work.
Its research-based, multisensory approach aligns well with best practices in
literacy education, making it a valuable resource for educators aiming to
develop confident, competent readers and writers.

By emphasizing word study and pattern recognition, this program helps
students not only memorize spellings but truly understand the structure and
meaning of words. This deeper understanding lays the groundwork for lifelong
literacy skills.

Words Our Way continues to evolve, with updated editions and resources that
reflect current educational standards and classroom needs. Whether you are a
teacher searching for an effective spelling curriculum or a parent wanting to
support your child’s literacy journey, this program offers a flexible and
engaging path to mastering words.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Words Their Way spelling program?

Words Their Way is a developmental spelling, phonics, and vocabulary program
that helps students improve their word study skills through hands-on
activities and differentiated instruction.



How does the Words Their Way program support
different learning levels?

The program uses a developmental approach, assessing students' spelling
abilities and grouping them according to their skill levels to provide
targeted, appropriate word study activities.

What age or grade levels is Words Their Way suitable
for?

Words Their Way is designed for students from kindergarten through middle
school, with various word lists and activities tailored to each developmental
stage.

How can teachers assess student progress in the
Words Their Way program?

Teachers use sorting assessments, spelling inventories, and observation of
student work to monitor progress and adjust instruction accordingly within
the Words Their Way framework.

What types of activities are included in the Words
Their Way spelling program?

The program includes word sorting, word hunts, writing activities, and games
that focus on phonics, pattern recognition, and vocabulary development.

Can Words Their Way be integrated with other
literacy programs?

Yes, Words Their Way can complement other literacy instruction methods by
providing a structured approach to word study that enhances phonics and
vocabulary skills.

Is the Words Their Way program effective for English
language learners?

Yes, Words Their Way supports English language learners by focusing on
phonemic awareness, spelling patterns, and vocabulary, which are essential
for language acquisition and literacy development.

Additional Resources

Words Our Way Spelling Program: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

words our way spelling program has gained significant attention in



educational circles as a distinctive approach to teaching spelling and word
study. Designed to support differentiated instruction and promote phonics
awareness, this program offers an interactive and research-based method for
developing students’ spelling, vocabulary, and word recognition skills. As
educators continue to seek effective strategies that cater to diverse
learning needs, understanding the nuances and practical application of the
Words Our Way spelling program becomes essential.

Understanding the Words Our Way Spelling
Program

Words Our Way is a developmental word study program that organizes spelling
instruction around students’ individual stages of orthographic development.
Unlike traditional rote memorization techniques, it emphasizes pattern
recognition, phonemic awareness, and morphological understanding. This
approach aligns with contemporary literacy research, which underscores the
importance of contextual learning and tailored instruction to improve
literacy outcomes.

At its core, the program categorizes learners into different stages based on
their spelling abilities—from emergent to derivational relations. This
classification allows educators to provide targeted activities that match the
student’s current level, facilitating gradual advancement. The program
integrates sorting activities, word hunts, and hands-on manipulatives,
creating a multisensory learning environment that encourages active
engagement.

Key Features of the Program

The Words Our Way spelling program stands out due to several distinctive
features:

e Developmental Stages: The program is divided into five stages: emergent,
letter name-alphabetic, within word pattern, syllables and affixes, and
derivational relations. This structure supports progressive learning
tailored to student needs.

e Word Sorting Activities: Central to the program are word sorts, where
students classify words based on phonetic or orthographic patterns,

enhancing pattern recognition.

e Assessment Tools: Built-in assessments help identify each student’s
spelling stage, enabling differentiated instruction.

e Integration with Vocabulary and Phonics: The program is not limited to



spelling but also reinforces vocabulary development and phonics skills.

e Flexible Implementation: Teachers can adapt activities for individual,
small group, or whole-class instruction, making it versatile across
classroom settings.

Effectiveness and Educational Impact

The Words Our Way spelling program has been subject to numerous studies
assessing its impact on student literacy development. Research indicates that
its developmental and differentiated approach can significantly improve
students’ spelling proficiency and phonemic awareness, particularly for early
readers.

One comparative study involving second and third graders showed that students
using Words Our Way made more significant gains in spelling accuracy and word
recognition than peers engaged in traditional spelling instruction. The
hands-on, active learning methods contribute to deeper cognitive processing,
which supports long-term retention of spelling patterns.

However, the effectiveness of the program largely depends on consistent
implementation and teacher training. Educators unfamiliar with developmental
word study may require professional development to fully leverage the
program’s potential. Without this foundation, the program risks being reduced
to simple memorization exercises, which contradicts its pedagogical
principles.

Advantages of Words Our Way

* Personalized Learning: The program’s developmental framework allows for
instruction that meets students where they are, reducing frustration and
fostering confidence.

e Engagement Through Kinesthetic Activities: Word sorting and other
interactive methods keep students actively involved, which can improve
motivation.

e Supports Diverse Learners: Particularly beneficial for English Language
Learners (ELLs) and students with learning differences due to its
emphasis on pattern recognition and gradual complexity.

e Comprehensive Literacy Focus: By integrating spelling with vocabulary
and phonics, it offers a well-rounded literacy approach.



Potential Limitations and Considerations

e Teacher Preparation Required: Effective use demands understanding of
developmental stages and appropriate assessment, which may require
additional training.

e Time Investment: The program’s activities can be time-consuming,
potentially challenging for educators balancing extensive curriculum
demands.

e Less Structured for Older Students: While highly effective for early and
middle elementary grades, some educators find it less applicable for
upper elementary or secondary students who need more advanced
morphological analysis.

Implementation Strategies for Educators

Successfully integrating the Words Our Way spelling program into classroom
instruction calls for strategic planning and ongoing assessment. Teachers
typically start by administering the program’s placement assessments to
determine each student’s developmental stage. Following this, targeted word
sorts and activities are introduced to reinforce specific spelling patterns
appropriate to the group.

Professional development workshops and collaborative planning sessions can
support educators in mastering the program’s methodology. Additionally,
combining Words Our Way with other literacy resources, such as guided reading
or phonics programs, can enhance overall language arts instruction.

Supporting Technology and Resources

Modern editions of the Words Our Way spelling program offer digital
components and online resources that help streamline assessments and provide
interactive activities. These tools can be particularly useful in hybrid or
remote learning environments, maintaining student engagement through gamified
sorting tasks and instant feedback mechanisms.

Moreover, educators can access supplementary materials such as printable word
lists, assessment guides, and lesson plans that align with Common Core State
Standards and other educational benchmarks.



Words Our Way in Comparison to Traditional
Spelling Programs

Contrasted with conventional spelling instruction—-which often relies on
weekly lists and memorization—the Words Our Way spelling program emphasizes
understanding over rote learning. Traditional methods typically present words
in isolation, which may not connect to phonetic or morphological patterns,
limiting deeper comprehension.

Words Our Way’s developmental and pattern-based approach promotes
transferability of skills, enabling students to decipher unfamiliar words by
recognizing underlying orthographic rules. This approach aligns well with
modern literacy frameworks emphasizing phonics and vocabulary integration.

However, some educators argue that traditional spelling programs are more
straightforward to implement and require less initial teacher training. For
classrooms with limited resources or time constraints, this simplicity can be
a decisive factor.

Practical Classroom Example

In a typical second-grade classroom using Words Our Way, students might begin
a unit by sorting words with short vowel patterns. After the teacher models
the activity, students work independently or in pairs to categorize words
based on vowel sounds or consonant blends. Subsequent lessons might introduce
more complex patterns, such as vowel teams or prefixes.

Throughout the unit, students maintain word journals documenting patterns and
exceptions, reinforcing metacognitive awareness. Periodic assessments help
the teacher adjust instruction to ensure progress across different learner
profiles.

Words Our Way spelling program’s hands-on, student-centered methodology
exemplifies a shift toward more responsive and research-informed literacy
instruction.

The ongoing evolution of literacy education underscores the importance of
adaptable and evidence-based programs. As schools navigate diverse classrooms
and varied student needs, tools like the Words Our Way spelling program offer
promising pathways to cultivating confident and skilled readers and writers.

Words Our Way Spelling Program

words our way spelling program: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, Shane Templeton, Marcia
Invernizzi, 1996 With more than 15 years of extensive observations and experiences in real


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-098/words-our-way-spelling-program.pdf

classrooms, the authors bring keen insight to this activity-based book. They advocate basing student
learning on the appropriate developmental level. This philosophy is supported with more than 250
ready-to-use word study, spelling, vocabulary, and phonics activities presented in developmental
sequence, from the Emergent through the Derivational Relation stage. For educators and school
administrators.

words our way spelling program: Super Spellers Mark Weakland, 2023-10-10 Many teachers
are frustrated with how spelling is traditionally taught and finding the time to support young
spellers with explicit strategy instruction. Author Mark Weakland developed Super Spellers: Seven
Steps to Transforming Your Spelling Instruction, an approach to teaching spelling in a way that is
research-based and tied to authentic reading and writing. Super Spellers helps teachers understand
what their students need through frequent formative assessments. The book focuses on the scope of
spelling instruction and teaching spelling strategies to increase students' word-solving skills. Once
kids are comfortable and competent spellers they become super readers and writers, too. In addition
to step-by-step guidance, each chapter features an If you only have 10 minutes lesson plan segment.
The appendix contains word inventories, a sample scope and sequence, examples of spelling list
transformation, and word ladder activities.

words our way spelling program: Bridging the Literacy Achievement Gap, Grades 4-12
Dorothy S. Strickland, Donna E. Alvermann, 2004-05-26 This book addresses critical issues related
to pre-adolescent and adolescent literacy learners with a focus on closing the achievement gap.
Despite efforts by educators and policymakers during the past several decades, certain groups of
students--primarily African American students, English language learners, and students from
low-income homes--continue to underperform on commonly used measures of academic
achievement. Too often, teachers and administrators lack both proper preparation and good ideas to
confront these issues.

words our way spelling program: Pathways to Independence Jo Worthy, Karen Broaddus, Gay
Ivey, 2001-04-20 This comprehensive text presents a core of research-based approaches to
engaging, effective literacy instruction in the middle grades. Methods and materials are described to
foster reading skills, content mastery, and writing in different formats and for different purposes.
The authors emphasize the need to tailor instruction to the needs, strengths, skill levels, and
interests of diverse students. They offer recommendations for reading lists that incorporate critically
acclaimed fiction and nonfiction, popular series books, and other student-friendly materials. Special
features include case studies, examples of teaching and assessment activities, and commentary from
middle-school teachers and students. Appendices contain reproducible forms and lists of
recommended reading materials and resources.

words our way spelling program: Playing With Language Marcy Zipke, 2021 All students
can benefit from a deeper understanding of how our language works. Playing With Language shows
elementary school educators (K-6) how to think about, talk about, and manipulate language out of
context. This cognitive skill set, known as metalinguistic awareness, is an important component of
reading ability. This practical guide scales activities and teaching suggestions to students’ age,
linguistic background, and individual strengths and challenges. The authors offer suggestions for
introducing metalinguistic concepts like phonological, semantic, and syntactic awareness with fun
activities like games, songs, rhymes, and riddles. The book also identifies and explains research that
supports using metalinguistic teaching with diverse students and English learners to build skills in
multiple areas, including reading comprehension and decoding ability. Teachers will find that
students introduced to language play become continually engaged with language, finding real-world
examples with wonder and delight. Book Features: Compiles information on all forms of
metalinguistic awareness (MA), spanning different linguistic units and developmental reading
levels.Contains personal anecdotes and classroom-testedEinstructional recommendations for
encouraging language play. Presents research on how individual language skills affect reading
ability.Offers suggestions for full lesson plans with small groups or whole classes of children, as well
as ideas for infusing MA activities into everyday exchanges and book choices.



words our way spelling program: Spelling Peter Stuart Westwood, Peter Westwood, 2005
Spelling is an area of learning that often provokes vigorous debate amongst educators and parents.
This book provides a comprehensive overview of current issues, perspectives and methods in a clear,
easy- to-read style. The author provides research-validated strategies that are based on an
understanding of the learning process. [Back cover, ed].

words our way spelling program: Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming
Reading Difficulties David A. Kilpatrick, 2015-09-08 Practical, effective, evidence-based reading
interventions that change students' lives Essentials of Understanding and Assessing Reading
Difficulties is a practical, accessible, in-depth guide to reading assessment and intervention. It
provides a detailed discussion of the nature and causes of reading difficulties, which will help
develop the knowledge and confidence needed to accurately assess why a student is struggling.
Readers will learn a framework for organizing testing results from current assessment batteries
such as the WJ-IV, KTEA-3, and CTOPP-2. Case studies illustrate each of the concepts covered. A
thorough discussion is provided on the assessment of phonics skills, phonological awareness, word
recognition, reading fluency, and reading comprehension. Formatted for easy reading as well as
quick reference, the text includes bullet points, icons, callout boxes, and other design elements to
call attention to important information. Although a substantial amount of research has shown that
most reading difficulties can be prevented or corrected, standard reading remediation efforts have
proven largely ineffective. School psychologists are routinely called upon to evaluate students with
reading difficulties and to make recommendations to address such difficulties. This book provides an
overview of the best assessment and intervention techniques, backed by the most current research
findings. Bridge the gap between research and practice Accurately assess the reason(s) why a
student struggles in reading Improve reading skills using the most highly effective evidence-based
techniques Reading may well be the most important thing students are taught during their school
careers. It is a skill they will use every day of their lives; one that will dictate, in part, later life
success. Struggling students need help now, and Essentials of Understanding and Assessing Reading
Difficulties shows how to get these students on track.

words our way spelling program: Teaching Our Children to Read Bill Honig, 2001 Updated
Edition of Bestseller The return of a classic on reading and learning, with all-new insights! How can
educators implement the best research-based practices into classroom activities, reading materials,
training, and leadership? The answer: Teaching Our Children to Read, Second Edition. This new
edition of Bill Honig’s classic on reading and teaching grows out of the experiences of scores of
dedicated teachers and their successes in the classroom. Here, the former California State
Superintendent of Schools provides an updated overview of important research and instructional
strategies that can bring all students to higher levels of literacy. You'll find expanded sections on: -
Phonics instruction - Fluency - Spelling - Strategic reading - Book discussion - Connected practices
with decodable text - Multisyllabic word instruction - Vocabulary and concept development - Text
organization - Literacy benchmarks, including assessment and intervention.

words our way spelling program: Literacy Assessment and Intervention for Classroom
Teachers Beverly A. DeVries, 2023-04-25 The Sixth Edition of this comprehensive resource helps
future and practicing teachers recognize and assess literacy problems, while providing practical,
effective intervention strategies to help every student succeed. DeVries thoroughly explores all
major components of literacy, offering an overview of pertinent research, suggested methods and
tools for diagnosis and assessment, intervention strategies and activities, and technology
applications to increase students' skills. Substantively updated to reflect the needs of teachers in
increasingly diverse classrooms, the Sixth Edition addresses scaffolding for English language
learners and the importance of using technology and online resources. It presents appropriate
instructional strategies and tailored teaching ideas to help both teachers and their students. The
valuable appendices feature assessment tools, instructions, and visuals for creating and
implementing the book's more than 150 instructional strategies and activities, plus other resources.
New to the Sixth Edition: Up to date and in line with national, state, and district literacy standards,



this edition covers the latest shifts in teaching and the evolution of these standards New material on
equity and inclusive literacy instruction, understanding the science of reading, using technology
effectively, and reading and writing informational and narrative texts New intervention strategies
and activities are featured in all chapters and highlight a stronger technology component Revamped
companion website with additional tools, videos, resources, and examples of teachers using
assessment strategies

words our way spelling program: Your Curriculum Companion: Libby Woodfin, Suzanne
Nathan Plaut, 2021-02-01 This essential guide to the EL Education K-5 Language Arts Curriculum is
one part roadmap to the curriculum, one part orientation to its instructional practices, and one part
coach--to answer your questions, relieve your stress, and put you and your students on the path to
success. Your Curriculum Companion explores the foundations of the curriculum, including the
principles and research it was built on and the instructional practices that make it unique. The book
is designed to help you look under the hood at practices embedded throughout the curriculum so
that you can sharpen your instruction, support students to be leaders of their own learning, and
make well-informed changes necessary to best meet your students' needs. Key features of Your
Curriculum Companion include: Twenty-seven accompanying videos--see the curriculum in action
Task cards for guidance on how to plan when the planning has been done for you The why, what,
and how of the K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block A deep dive into the purpose and structure of
close reading and close read-alouds, including two sample annotated lessons. An exploration of the
relationship between reading and writing and how the curriculum is designed to help students
become strong communicators, including an annotated read-think-talk-write lesson. Detailed
descriptions of the ways in which English language learners and other students who may need
additional support are challenged, engaged, and empowered throughout the curriculum. Guidance
for turning evidence of student progress into usable data that can inform your instruction. Support
for school leaders

words our way spelling program: Research-Based Methods of Reading Instruction for
English Language Learners, Grades K-4 Sharon Vaughn, Sylvia Linan-Thompson, 2007-08-15
This book is packed with dozens of field-tested lessons for helping English language learners develop
proficient reading skills.

words our way spelling program: Success with Inclusion Glynis Hannell, 2007-10-23 Today's
classroom welcomes diversity, where many levels, speeds and styles of learning coexist. Success
with Inclusion provides over 1000 specific strategies to help identified areas of difficulty or
advanced development. Using this book, teachers will be able to: quickly and easily identify and
record their pupils’ individual learning patterns using the observation charts provided structure a
well planned inclusive environment implement creative and thoughtful learning interventions. create
an atmosphere of flexibility and compassion. Author and experienced teacher Glynis Hannell gets
down to the nitty gritty with chapters full of practical and creative ideas that will help accommodate
not only pupils with difficulties but also those who are advanced. Learning strategies here will help
you to: be an effective inclusive teacher address a variety of reading difficulties support pupils'
writing skills make maths comprehensible, fun and relevant enhance pupils' concentration
encourage habits of organisation foster teamwork between yourself, colleagues, parents and pupils.
The 42 photocopiable worksheets, checklists, charts, games and planners are provided in the
appendix to give teachers a headstart. Also here are observation charts, literacy and maths
resources, as well as support materials for teachers, pupils and parents.

words our way spelling program: Fun Literacy Activities for After-school Programs Sue
Edwards, Kathleen Martinez, 2004 This exciting first-of-its-kind book helps after-school staff
members support literacy development while staying faithful to the unique mission of being
something other than more school. The authors explain the role of after-school programs in literacy
development and define aspects of literacy development. The book contains 72 fun and engaging
activities for all levels of school-age readers

words our way spelling program: Reading Research at Work Katherine A. Dougherty Stahl,



Michael C. McKenna, 2006-04-20 This book presents state-of-the-science research on the
components of successful literacy learning and how to target them in contemporary classrooms. The
volume builds on and extends the work of Steven Stahl, whose pioneering contributions
encompassed the key areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension,
and assessment. Ten classic papers by Stahl are accompanied by 16 new chapters by other leading
experts, who highlight Stahl's theoretical, methodological, and instructional innovations; describe
how knowledge about each domain continues to evolve; and discuss implications for helping all
children become better readers.

words our way spelling program: ... The World Almanac and Book of Facts , 1892 Lists news
events, population figures, and miscellaneous data of an historic, economic, scientific and social
nature.

words our way spelling program: Word Study for Literacy Leaders Anne C. Ittner, Amy
Frederick, Darl Kiernan, Donald R. Bear, 2023-08-07 Written and edited by experts in the field, this
book provides a blueprint for weaving effective word study into the fabric of classrooms and schools.
Provided are principles, ideas, materials, and activities for use with teachers in a range of
professional learning contexts. Key topics include word study foundations and orthographic
knowledge; implementing collaborative coaching models, learning huddles, and workshops; and
word study strategies for young children, emergent bilingual students, and adolescents. Helpful
reproducible tools include the empirically validated Word Study Classroom Observation Guide.
Purchasers get access to a companion website where they can download and print the reproducible
materials in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

words our way spelling program: The Literacy Coaching Challenge Michael C. McKenna,
Sharon Walpole, 2013-11-18 When the goal is supporting excellent teaching, there is no
one-size-fits-all approach. This popular practitioner resource and text helps readers navigate the
many choices involved in developing and fine-tuning a coaching program that offers the best fit for a
particular school. The authors draw on current research as well as their extensive experience in K-8
settings. They provide clear guidance (with helpful reproducibles) on: *Major coaching models and
how to choose among them. *Applying principles of adult learning and motivation. *The role of
reading assessment in coaching. *Balancing classroom-level, grade-level, and whole-school tasks.
*Special considerations in middle school coaching. See also The Literacy Coach's Handbook, Second
Edition, which offers a complete primer on the role of the literacy coach and what coaches need to
know to get started.

words our way spelling program: Resources in Education , 1997

words our way spelling program: Teaching and Assessing Spelling Mary Jo Fresch, Aileen
Wheaton, 2002 With this teacher-friendly, student-centered resource, you get a teacher-developed
assessment along with methods for teaching spelling and word study.

words our way spelling program: Pollard's Synthetic Method of Reading and Spelling Rebecca
Smith Pollard, 1889
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