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special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality
serves as a foundational topic for understanding how educational systems
adapt to meet the diverse needs of learners. In today’s world, where
inclusivity and equity in education have become paramount, recognizing and
supporting exceptionality is more crucial than ever. This article explores
the evolving landscape of special education, the concept of exceptionality,
and how contemporary society addresses the unique challenges and
opportunities faced by exceptional learners.

Understanding Exceptionality in Education

Before diving into the specifics of special education in contemporary society
an introduction to exceptionality, it's important to clarify what
exceptionality means. Exceptionality refers to individuals who differ
significantly from the average learner, whether through disabilities,
giftedness, or other unique characteristics. These differences can be
cognitive, physical, emotional, or behavioral, requiring tailored educational
approaches.

What Constitutes Exceptionality?

Exceptionality encompasses a broad spectrum, including but not limited to:

Learning disabilities such as dyslexia or dyscalculia

Intellectual disabilities

Physical impairments like mobility challenges or sensory impairments
(e.g., blindness, deafness)

Emotional and behavioral disorders

Giftedness and talents that require enrichment beyond the standard
curriculum



Each category involves distinct educational needs and accommodations,
underlining the importance of specialized instruction and resources.

The Role of Special Education in Contemporary
Society

Special education today is far more than a program; it is a philosophy that
embraces diversity and strives to provide equitable learning opportunities.
Contemporary society has witnessed significant shifts from segregation to
inclusion, reflecting a broader understanding of human rights and educational
equity.

From Segregation to Inclusion

Historically, students with exceptional needs were often isolated in separate
classrooms or schools, limiting their social interactions and learning
opportunities. The shift towards inclusion means integrating exceptional
learners into general education classrooms whenever possible, supported by
appropriate accommodations and modifications.

This inclusive approach benefits all students by fostering empathy,
understanding, and collaboration. Teachers and schools now work to create
environments where diversity is celebrated and every student has the chance
to succeed.

Legal Frameworks and Policies

Special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality
cannot be complete without acknowledging the legal frameworks that protect
the rights of exceptional learners. Landmark legislation such as the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in the United States, the
Equality Act in the UK, and similar laws worldwide ensure that students
receive Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the Least Restrictive
Environment (LRE).

These laws mandate:

Identification and evaluation of students with exceptional needs

Development of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

Provision of related services like speech therapy, occupational therapy,
and counseling



Parental involvement and advocacy opportunities

Challenges and Opportunities in Special
Education Today

While progress has been made, special education in contemporary society an
introduction to exceptionality also involves recognizing ongoing challenges
and emerging opportunities.

Challenges Faced by Educators and Families

Teaching exceptional learners demands specialized skills and resources, which
are not always readily available. Common challenges include:

Lack of adequate funding for special education programs

Insufficient training for general education teachers on accommodating
exceptional learners

Stigma and misconceptions about disabilities or giftedness

Balancing individualized instruction with standardized testing demands

Families, too, often face difficulties navigating the educational system,
advocating for their children’s rights, and accessing support services.

Leveraging Technology for Enhanced Learning

On the bright side, advancements in assistive technology have revolutionized
special education. Tools such as text-to-speech software, adaptive keyboards,
communication devices, and personalized learning apps empower exceptional
learners to overcome barriers and engage more fully with the curriculum.

Educators who embrace these technologies can create more dynamic,
differentiated learning experiences tailored to individual needs and
strengths.



The Importance of Early Identification and
Intervention

One of the key insights in special education in contemporary society an
introduction to exceptionality is the critical role of early identification
and intervention. Detecting exceptionalities early in a child’s development
allows for timely support that can dramatically improve educational outcomes
and quality of life.

Screening and Assessment Processes

Schools and healthcare professionals collaborate to screen children for
developmental delays, learning difficulties, or other exceptionalities during
preschool or early elementary years. Comprehensive assessments then inform
the design of targeted interventions.

Early intervention programs often focus on:

Speech and language development

Motor skills enhancement

Behavioral and social skills training

Family education and support

These efforts lay a strong foundation for lifelong learning and inclusion.

Fostering a Culture of Acceptance and Support

Beyond policies and programs, special education in contemporary society an
introduction to exceptionality invites a broader cultural shift. Embracing
diversity means cultivating empathy, patience, and respect within classrooms
and communities.

Promoting Awareness and Advocacy

Raising awareness about various exceptionalities helps dismantle stereotypes
and encourages acceptance. Schools can organize workshops, peer mentoring,
and inclusive activities that highlight the strengths and contributions of
exceptional learners.



Advocacy groups and parent organizations also play a vital role in shaping
public policy, funding priorities, and educational practices that benefit all
students.

Building Collaborative Partnerships

Successful special education hinges on collaboration among educators,
families, specialists, and students themselves. Open communication and shared
goals foster environments where exceptional learners feel valued and
supported.

Teachers can:

Work closely with special education professionals to adapt lessons

Engage parents in the decision-making process

Encourage peer support and inclusive social interactions

Such partnerships empower learners to reach their full potential and thrive
both academically and socially.

The Future of Special Education and
Exceptionality

Looking ahead, special education in contemporary society an introduction to
exceptionality will continue evolving with advances in research, technology,
and societal attitudes. Personalized learning, neurodiversity acceptance, and
universal design for learning (UDL) principles promise to make education more
accessible and meaningful for everyone.

Educators and policymakers are increasingly recognizing that exceptionality
is not a limitation but a different way of experiencing and interacting with
the world. By embracing this mindset, contemporary society can build
inclusive schools that celebrate every learner’s unique journey.

In the end, special education is not just about providing support; it’s about
unlocking potential, fostering resilience, and nurturing a society where
diversity in learning styles and abilities is seen as a strength rather than
a challenge.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of exceptionality in special
education?
Exceptionality refers to individuals who have unique learning needs due to
disabilities or giftedness that require specialized educational approaches
and services.

How has the inclusion movement influenced special
education in contemporary society?
The inclusion movement has promoted the integration of students with
exceptionalities into general education classrooms, fostering social
interaction, reducing stigma, and providing equitable access to education.

What are the main categories of disabilities
recognized in special education?
Common categories include learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities,
emotional and behavioral disorders, autism spectrum disorders, physical
disabilities, and sensory impairments.

Why is early intervention important in special
education?
Early intervention helps identify and address developmental delays or
disabilities at a young age, improving long-term educational and social
outcomes for children with exceptionalities.

How do Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)
support students with exceptionalities?
IEPs provide tailored educational goals, accommodations, and services
designed to meet the unique needs of each student with exceptionalities,
ensuring appropriate support and progress monitoring.

What role do technology and assistive devices play
in special education today?
Technology and assistive devices enhance learning by providing alternative
communication methods, accessibility tools, and personalized learning
experiences for students with diverse needs.



How do societal attitudes impact the education and
inclusion of individuals with exceptionalities?
Positive societal attitudes promote acceptance, reduce discrimination, and
encourage supportive policies, whereas negative attitudes can lead to
exclusion, limited opportunities, and social isolation for individuals with
exceptionalities.

Additional Resources
Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality

special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality
serves as a critical framework for understanding how educational systems
accommodate diverse learner needs. In an era defined by inclusivity and
evolving pedagogical approaches, the concept of exceptionality—referring to
individuals who deviate from the normative range of abilities either through
disabilities or giftedness—has become central to shaping policies and
practices in special education. This article investigates the multifaceted
dimensions of special education today, exploring its historical context,
current methodologies, challenges, and the broader societal implications of
fostering educational equity for exceptional learners.

Defining Exceptionality and Its Role in Special
Education

The term "exceptionality" encompasses a wide spectrum of student
characteristics, including physical, cognitive, emotional, and behavioral
differences that require tailored educational interventions. In special
education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality, it is
essential to distinguish between various categories such as intellectual
disabilities, learning disabilities, sensory impairments, emotional and
behavioral disorders, and giftedness. Recognition of these categories allows
educators and policymakers to design individualized education plans (IEPs)
that address specific needs, promoting academic success and social inclusion.

One significant evolution in contemporary special education has been the
shift from deficit-oriented models to strength-based approaches. Rather than
focusing solely on limitations, modern frameworks emphasize the unique
capabilities and potential of exceptional learners. This paradigm shift
encourages inclusive classrooms where diversity is embraced and instructional
strategies are differentiated to optimize learning outcomes.



Historical Context and Legislative Milestones

Understanding special education in contemporary society an introduction to
exceptionality necessitates a brief review of the legal and societal changes
that have shaped current practices. Historically, individuals with
disabilities often faced segregation and limited access to education.
Landmark legislation, particularly in the United States, paved the way for
more equitable educational opportunities. The Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975 (now the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
IDEA) mandated free appropriate public education (FAPE) tailored to
individual needs, setting a precedent internationally.

Subsequent laws and policies have reinforced inclusive education, emphasizing
the least restrictive environment (LRE) for exceptional learners. These
legislative frameworks have been instrumental in shifting societal
perceptions and educational practices, although their implementation varies
widely depending on region and resource availability.

Contemporary Approaches and Methodologies in
Special Education

The landscape of special education in contemporary society is characterized
by diverse instructional methodologies designed to meet the complex needs of
exceptional students. These approaches range from traditional resource rooms
and pull-out services to fully inclusive classrooms supported by co-teaching
models and assistive technologies.

Inclusive Education and Its Impact

Inclusive education has emerged as a dominant philosophy, advocating for the
integration of students with disabilities into general education settings
alongside their peers. This model supports social interaction, reduces
stigma, and promotes higher expectations for all learners. However, inclusion
also presents challenges such as the need for teacher training, adequate
support services, and curriculum adaptations.

Studies have shown mixed outcomes regarding academic achievement in inclusive
settings, often contingent upon the quality of implementation. Effective
inclusion requires collaboration among educators, specialists, families, and
students themselves to create supportive environments.

Assistive Technology and Innovation

Technological advancements have transformed special education by providing



tools that enhance communication, mobility, and learning accessibility. From
screen readers and speech-to-text applications to specialized software and
adaptive devices, assistive technology enables exceptional learners to
overcome barriers and participate more fully in educational activities.

The integration of technology aligns with the goals of special education in
contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality by fostering autonomy
and personalized learning. Nevertheless, disparities in access due to
socioeconomic factors remain a significant concern, highlighting the need for
equitable resource distribution.

Challenges and Considerations in Special
Education Today

Despite progress, special education continues to face systemic and practical
challenges that impact the effectiveness of services for exceptional
learners.

Resource Allocation: Limited funding and staffing shortages often
constrain the availability and quality of special education programs,
disproportionately affecting underprivileged communities.

Identification and Assessment: Accurate and timely identification of
exceptional learners remains complex, particularly for students from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, risking misdiagnosis
or underdiagnosis.

Teacher Preparation: Many educators report feeling inadequately prepared
to address the diverse needs of exceptional students, underscoring the
importance of specialized training and ongoing professional development.

Social Stigma and Inclusion: Despite inclusive policies, social barriers
and biases persist, potentially limiting full participation and
acceptance of exceptional learners within school communities.

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach involving policy
reform, community engagement, and continued research into best practices.

The Role of Families and Communities

Families and community stakeholders play a pivotal role in supporting
exceptional learners beyond the classroom. Collaboration between schools and
families enhances communication, reinforces learning goals, and empowers
students to advocate for themselves. Community programs and organizations



further contribute by providing social, recreational, and therapeutic
resources.

Recognizing the holistic needs of exceptional individuals aligns with
contemporary perspectives on special education, which view exceptionality not
solely as an educational concern but as a broader social and developmental
phenomenon.

Future Directions in Special Education

Looking forward, special education in contemporary society an introduction to
exceptionality points toward increasingly personalized and data-driven
practices. Advances in neuroscience and educational psychology offer deeper
insights into learning differences, enabling more precise interventions.
Additionally, the rise of universal design for learning (UDL) frameworks
promotes curricula accessible to all students, reducing the need for separate
accommodations.

Global trends also emphasize equity and human rights, advocating for
inclusive education as a fundamental component of sustainable development. As
societies become more aware of diversity and exceptionality, educational
systems must continue adapting to ensure that every learner has the
opportunity to thrive.

In conclusion, special education today reflects a dynamic interplay between
legal mandates, pedagogical innovation, and social values. By understanding
exceptionality in its broadest sense and embracing inclusive, individualized
strategies, contemporary education strives to dismantle barriers and
celebrate the richness of human diversity.
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and understanding of the human side of special education. Their book provides students a rare look
into the lives of exceptional students and their families, as well as the teachers that work with
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issues to better serve both pre-service and in-service teachers of exceptional individuals. The text is
organized into two distinct parts to offer students a truly comprehensive and humane understanding
of exceptionality. In Part I, readers are provided strong foundational perspective on broad topics
that affect all individuals with an exceptionality. In Part II, the authors engage students with
thorough examinations of individual exceptionalities, and discuss historical, personal, and
educational details of each exceptionality as it affects a person across the lifespan.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society, 4e � Media Edition Richard M. Gargiulo, 2011-08-26 In the
Fourth Edition Media Update of Special Education in Contemporary Society, author Richard
Gargiulo provides a highly readable and research-based introduction to special education. This book
is based on the author's belief that teachers need more than just academic knowledge about
exceptionality—they need an awareness and understanding of the human side of students with
special needs and their families. The Fourth Edition Media Update can be packaged with an
Interactive eBook that offers new video clips of educators, parents, and individuals with special
needs talking about their experiences. Icons appear throughout the Media Update linking the book
to the interactive eBook features.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo, 2012 Special Education in Contemporary
Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality is designed for use by preservice and inservice teachers
who will teach students with special needs in the general classroom. The text provides a rare
glimpse into the lives of persons with exceptionalities, including their families and teachers.
Focusing on human exceptionalities across the life span, the text employs a traditional organization
beginning with four foundations chapters that introduce teachers to special education, followed by
10 categorical chapters each on a different disability. Each categorical chapter features sections on
transition, cultural diversity, technology, instructional strategies, and family considerations.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society - Interactive EBook Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck,
2020-01-16 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality, Seventh
Edition offers a comprehensive, engaging, and readable introduction to the dynamic field of special
education. Grounded in research and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of
the field, this book provides readers with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that are crucial
to constructing learning environments that allow all students to reach their full potential. Authors
Richard M. Gargiulo and Emily C. Bouck encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the
human side of special education, providing readers with a look into the lives of exceptional students
and their families, as well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives.
The Interactive eBook* for Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to
Exceptionality, Seventh Edition includes access to a broad array of multimedia tools and resources!
VIDEO Boost learning and bolster analysis with SAGE Premium Video. Recapping the fundamentals
in every chapter, each video activity is paired with chapter learning objectives and tied to
assessment via SAGE Coursepacks. SOCIAL SHARING AND FOLLOWING Share notes and
highlights with instructors and classmates who are using the same eBook, and follow friends and
instructors as they make their own notes and highlights. *Note: the access code for this Interactive
eBook will be shipped to the address you indicate when you place your order.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Interactive eBook Richard M. Gargiulo, 2014-07-14 Take a
tour of the Interactive eBook online! This dynamic new interactive eBook version of the Fifth Edition
of Richard M. Gargiulo bestselling text, Special Education in Contemporary Society is ideal for
students in online and traditional courses who prefer a more contemporary, multimedia-integrated
presentation for learning. It provides students with integrated links to engaging video and audio as
well as access to complete academic and professional articles, all from the same pages found in the
printed text. Students will also have immediate access to study tools such as highlighting,



bookmarking, note-taking, and more! Students: Still need to purchase an Access Code? Just select
the Buy Item Now button on this page to purchase your individual access code. Bundle Option
Bundle the Print Version of Gargiulo’s Special Education in Contemporary Society with the
Interactive eBook for FREE! Bundle ISBN: 978-1-4833-5838-3 Please contact your Sales
Representative for more information.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo, 2005-03 By Charlotte Myles-Nixon of
University of Central Oklahoma and Julie Alexandrin of Saint Joseph College. The Study Guide allows
students to use great tools to reinforce concepts while having fun. It includes chapter-at-a-glance
tables, chapter overviews, learning objectives, InfoTrac activities, and crossword puzzles, along with
a practice test that includes multiple choice, true/false, and matching-type questions.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo, 2009 Click here to view Special Education
in Contemporary Society, Third Edition in a whole new way- with a SAGE e-walkthrough. The real
strength of Richard Gargiulo's text is that it does not overwhelm the readers. Learning the vast- and
often complex- field of special education is no easy task. Yet, the text meets this challenge head-on.
--Bruce A. Shields, Ph.D., Daemen College Given the myriad of introductory textbooks on the market,
I have continued using Gargiulo's text as it offers a clear, understandable overview of exceptionality
and a wealth of resources that compliment my instruction. --Emiliano C. Ayala, Ph.D., Sonoma State
University The 'First Person' features are very well done and the students love them! --Michelle
LaRocque, Ph.D., Florida Atlantic University Special Education in Contemporary Society, Third
Edition provides a highly readable and research-based introduction to special education. Richard
Gargiulo believes teachers need more than just academic knowledge about exceptionality they need
an awareness and understanding of the human side of exceptional students and their families.
Special Education in Contemporary Society, Third Edition is a comprehensive text with a people first
approach that gives pre-service teachers a first-hand look into the lives of exceptional children, their
families, and their mentors. Key Features & Benefits: Shares the honest and engaging first person
accounts of individuals with disabilities in First Person features Provides targeted teaching
strategies and suggestions with New Effective Instructional Practices boxes Covers and integrates
INTASC and CEC standards and Praxis II core principles Incorporates new coverage of Deaf-blind
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society, 4e - Media Edition Richard M. Gargiulo, 2011-10-30 Special
Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality is designed for use by
preservice and inservice teachers who will teach students with special needs in the general
classroom. The text provides a rare glimpse into the lives of persons with exceptionalities, including
their families and teachers. Focusing on human exceptionalities across the life span, the text
employs a traditional organization beginning with four foundations chapters that introduce teachers
to special education, followed by ten categorical chapters each on a different disability. Each
categorical chapter features sections on transition, cultural diversity, technology, instructional
strategies, and family considerations. In the Fourth Edition Media Update of Special Education in
Contemporary Society, author Richard Gargiulo provides a highly readable and research-based
introduction to special education. This book is based on the author′s belief that teachers need more
than just academic knowledge about exceptionality--they need an awareness and understanding of
the human side of students with special needs and their families. The Fourth Edition Media Update
can be packaged with an Interactive eBook that offers new video clips of educators, parents, and
individuals with special needs talking about their experiences. Icons appear throughout the Media
Update linking the book to the interactive eBook features.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Interactive eBook Richard M. Gargiulo, 2011-09-20 In the
Fourth Edition Media Update of Special Education in Contemporary Society, author Richard
Gargiulo provides a highly readable and research-based introduction to special education. This book



is based on the author’s belief that teachers need more than just academic knowledge about
exceptionality—they need an awareness and understanding of the human side of students with
special needs and their families. The Fourth Edition Media Update can be packaged with an
Interactive eBook that offers new video clips of educators, parents, and individuals with special
needs talking about their experiences. Icons appear throughout the Media Update linking the book
to the interactive eBook features.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society , an Introduction to Exceptionality Cram101 Textbook
Reviews Staff, 2016-03-03
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Bundle: An Introduction to Exceptionality [With 2
Paperbacks] Roger Pierangelo, Richard M. Gargiulo, Deborah J. Metcalf, 2010-04
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: BUNDLE:
Gargiulo: Special Education in Contemporary Society, 5e + Gargiulo: Special Education in
Contemporary Society, 5e, Interactive eBook Richard M. Gargiulo, 2014-07-23 Bundle the Print
Version of Gargiulo’s Special Education in Contemporary Society with the Interactive eBook for
FREE! Take a tour of the Interactive eBook here! Special Education in Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Exceptionality, Fifth Edition The Fifth Edition of Richard Gargiulo’s well-respected
Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality offers a
comprehensive, engaging, and easy-to-read introduction to special education. Grounded in research
and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of the field, the book provides
students with the skills and knowledge to become successful teachers. Gargiulo’s text encourages a
deep awareness and understanding of the human side of special education. The book provides
students a rare glimpse into the lives of exceptional students and their families, as well as the
teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives. The New Edition of Gargiulo’s
groundbreaking text maintains the broad context and research focus for which it is known, while
expanding on current trends and contemporary issues to better serve both pre-service and in-service
teachers of exceptional individuals. The text is organized into two distinct parts to offer students a
truly comprehensive and humane understanding of exceptionality. In Part I, readers are provided
strong foundational perspective on broad topics that affect all individuals with an exceptionality. In
Part II, Gargiulo engages students with thorough examinations of individual exceptionalities, and
discusses historical, personal, and educational details of each exceptionality as it affects a person
across the lifespan. Special Education in Contemporary Society Interactive eBook This dynamic new
interactive eBook version of the Fifth Edition of Richard M. Gargiulo bestselling text, Special
Education in Contemporary Society is ideal for students in online and traditional courses who prefer
a more contemporary, multimedia-integrated presentation for learning. It provides students with
integrated links to engaging video and audio as well as access to complete academic and
professional articles, all from the same pages found in the printed text. Students will also have
immediate access to study tools such as highlighting, bookmarking, note-taking, and more! Please
contact your Sales Representative for more information.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo - Professor Emeritus, Emily C. Bouck,
2020-01-07 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality offers a
comprehensive, engaging, and readable introduction to the dynamic field of special education.
Grounded in research and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of the field,
this book provides students with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that are crucial to
constructing learning environments that allow all students to reach their full potential. Authors
Richard M. Gargiulo and Emily C. Bouck encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the
human side of special education, providing students with a look into the lives of exceptional students
and their families, as well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives.
The Seventh Edition maintains the broad context and research focus for which the book is known



while expanding on current trends and contemporary issues to better serve both pre-service and
in-service teachers of exceptional individuals. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and
learning package.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Interactive EBook 6e Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily Bouck,
2017-01-29 This Interactive eBook is FREE when bundled with the new edition! Take a tour of the
Interactive eBook! Instructors: Bundle the Interactive eBook with its print version and your students
get the eBook for free! Order using bundle ISBN: 978-1-5063-8057-5 Contact your Sales
Representative for more information. Students: Still need to purchase an Access Code? Just select
the BUY NOW button on this page to purchase your interactive eBook and obtain your individual
access code. This dynamic Interactive eBook version of the Sixth Edition of Richard M. Gargiulo and
Emily C. Bouck's best-selling text, Special Education in Contemporary Society goes way beyond
highlighting and note-taking! Read your mobile-friendly eBook anywhere, anytime with easy access
across desktop, smartphone, and tablet devices. Using the VitalSource Bookshelf� platform,
download your book to a personal computer and read it offline, share notes and highlights with
instructors and classmates who are using the same eBook, and follow friends and instructors as they
make their own notes and highlights. Simply click on icons in the eBook to experience a broad array
of multimedia resources as well as get access to academic and professional articles. VIDEO:
Relevant interviews, lectures, personal stories, inquiries, animated graphics, and other clips bring
deeper learning and understanding as you explore key topics. AUDIO: Engaging podcasts and audio
resources supplement and enrich key points within the text. REFERENCE AND JOURNAL
ARTICLES: Access to articles from SAGE's influential journals, handbooks, and encyclopedias offer
important background and exposure to seminal work in your field of study.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Gargiulo, 2008-02
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Study
Guide for Gargiulo's Special Education in Contemporary Society Charolette Myles-Nixon,
2006
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard Shannon, 2021-09-08 Special Education in
Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality, Seventh Edition offers a comprehensive,
engaging, and readable introduction to the dynamic field of special education. Grounded in research
and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of the field, this book provides
readers with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that are crucial to constructing learning
environments that allow all students to reach their full potential. Authors Richard M. Gargiulo and
Emily C. Bouck encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the human side of special
education, providing readers with a look into the lives of exceptional students and their families, as
well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Introduction
to School Counseling Robert J. Wright, 2011-02-15 Key Features --
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Special
Education in Today's Diverse Classrooms Shantel M. Farnan, Ruby L. Owiny, 2025-09-02 Special
Education in Today’s Diverse Classrooms: Meeting the Needs of Students with Exceptionalities is an
introductory-level textbook designed for all pre-service teachers to learn about meeting the needs of
students with exceptionalities in inclusive environments. Along with descriptions of each IDEA
disability category, the book presents high-leverage practices (HLPs) and evidence-based strategies
that are practical and applicable to any instructional environment. Through the lens of HLPs, this
text emphasizes universal design for learning (UDL), tiered supports, culturally inclusive pedagogies
and practices (CIPP), and evidence-based practices (EBPs). This textbook bridges the gap between
research, knowledge about disabilities, and a practical approach to educating students, offering a
comprehensive framework for educators navigating the diverse needs of students with



exceptionalities. By placing a strong emphasis on CIPP and EBPs as they relate to HLPs, it equips
readers with tools to create meaningful and equitable learning experiences. The unique structure,
enriched by authentic vignettes and aligned with professional standards, ensures the practical
application of frameworks such as UDL and multi-tiered systems of support. Additionally, the book
underscores the importance of family engagement, making it a vital resource for fostering
collaboration in education. The content aligns with the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)
standards ensuring its relevance and utility for professional educator preparation. Through its
innovative approach, this text inspires educators to not only meet students’ needs but also celebrate
their individuality, preparing them to succeed in dynamic, inclusive school and classroom
environments. Key Features: Real-life vignettes from individuals with disabilities, their families, and
educators offer authentic perspectives that go beyond case studies Links to resources to increase
exposure and knowledge about specific topics, designed to enrich understanding and application of
inclusive practices Includes coverage of concepts such as trauma, neurodiversity, social and
emotional learning, assistive technology, and new instructional technologies With inclusive language
and culturally inclusive pedagogies and practices, the book prepares future educators to foster trust
and promote equity in their classrooms Focus on application to the classroom through questions and
activities at the end of each chapter Color graphics, visual frameworks (e.g., UDL models), and
instructional charts enhance comprehension and engagement Please note: ancillary materials such
as quizzes and eFlashcards are not available as in the print version of this work.
  special education in contemporary society an introduction to exceptionality: Handbook
of Special Education James M. Kauffman, Daniel P. Hallahan, Paige Cullen Pullen, 2024-05-23 The
Handbook of Special Education brings greater clarity to the ever-expanding topic of educating
exceptional children. Across the volume, chapter authors review and integrate existing research,
identify strengths and weaknesses, note gaps in the literature, and discuss implications for practice
and future research. Chapters follow a consistent model: Definition, Causal Factors, Identification,
Behavioral Characteristics, Assessment, Educational Programming, and Trends and Issues. This
book provides comprehensive coverage of all aspects of special education in the United States
including cultural and international comparisons. The Handbook of Special Education discusses
emerging trends in the field for researchers and practitioners while also providing foundational
material for graduate students and scholars. The third edition has been updated and shortened to
make it more accessible and helpful to all of its users, taking into account the recent developments
and most current academic research in the field.
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