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The Good Doctor Analysis: A Deep Dive into the Hit Medical Drama

the good doctor analysis opens up a fascinating world of medical intrigue, emotional storytelling,
and character complexity that has captivated audiences worldwide. Since its debut, the show has not
only entertained but also sparked conversations about autism, healthcare ethics, and the challenges
faced by medical professionals. This article explores the nuances of The Good Doctor, providing a
thorough analysis that touches on its themes, character development, and cultural impact.

Understanding the Core of The Good Doctor

At its heart, The Good Doctor is a medical drama centered around Dr. Shaun Murphy, a young surgical
resident with autism and savant syndrome. The show’s unique perspective offers viewers a blend of
medical cases and personal struggles, making it stand out from typical hospital dramas. The good
doctor analysis reveals how the series skillfully balances medical realism with emotional depth.

Portrayal of Autism and Neurodiversity

One of the most distinctive elements of the show is its portrayal of autism through Shaun's character.
Unlike many TV shows that depict autism superficially, The Good Doctor delves into the complexities
of living with the condition. Shaun's extraordinary medical abilities paired with his social challenges
create a compelling narrative that educates as much as it entertains.

The series highlights key aspects of neurodiversity, such as the sensory sensitivities, communication
differences, and the need for support systems. Through Shaun's interactions with colleagues and
patients, viewers gain a better understanding of how autism affects daily life and professional
environments.

Medical Accuracy and Realism

For fans interested in the medical aspect, The Good Doctor analysis often praises the show’s attention
to detail. Medical cases featured in the series are inspired by real-life scenarios, and the depiction of
surgical procedures, diagnosis, and hospital operations is remarkably authentic. This commitment to
realism enhances the credibility of the show and draws in viewers who appreciate medically accurate
storytelling.

However, like many medical dramas, some creative liberties are taken to maintain narrative
momentum. These include the rapid resolution of complex medical issues and the dramatization of
hospital politics. Still, the balance between accuracy and entertainment is generally well maintained.



Character Development: Beyond the Operating Room

The good doctor analysis reveals that the strength of the show lies not just in its medical cases but in
the rich character arcs. Each character brings unique perspectives and personal challenges that
resonate with viewers.

Dr. Shaun Murphy’s Journey

Shaun’s evolution from a socially awkward, inexperienced resident to a confident and skilled surgeon
forms the backbone of the series. His journey is marked by significant milestones, including earning
the respect of his peers, overcoming self-doubt, and navigating complex relationships. This
development is portrayed with sensitivity and depth, avoiding clichés often associated with characters
on the autism spectrum.

Supporting Characters and Their Impact

The hospital staff, including Dr. Claire Browne, Dr. Neil Melendez, and Dr. Aaron Glassman, contribute
significantly to the narrative. Their interactions with Shaun provide insight into themes such as
mentorship, empathy, and the challenges of working in a high-pressure environment. For example,
Dr. Glassman’s role as a mentor and father figure highlights the importance of guidance and
emotional support in demanding careers.

Thematic Exploration in The Good Doctor

Beyond the personal stories, The Good Doctor tackles several broader themes that enrich its
storytelling and invite viewers to reflect on important societal issues.

Ethics in Medicine

The show frequently confronts ethical dilemmas that doctors face daily. Whether it’s deciding
treatment plans, handling patient confidentiality, or managing mistakes, the ethical questions add
layers of complexity to the narrative. This aspect of the series encourages viewers to think critically
about the moral responsibilities inherent in healthcare professions.

Inclusion and Acceptance

Through Shaun’s character and other storylines, The Good Doctor promotes messages of inclusion
and acceptance. The challenges Shaun faces in being accepted by his colleagues underscore societal
biases against people with disabilities. By portraying these struggles honestly, the show fosters
empathy and understanding among its audience.



Impact and Reception: Why The Good Doctor
Resonates

The good doctor analysis often points to the show’s widespread popularity as a testament to its
impact. It has garnered critical acclaim and a dedicated fan base, largely due to its heartfelt
storytelling and fresh perspective on medical dramas.

Audience Connection

Many viewers relate to the emotional journeys depicted in the show, whether it’s the struggle to
prove oneself, dealing with personal loss, or the pursuit of professional excellence. The accessibility of
the characters and their authentic experiences create a strong emotional bond with the audience.

Raising Awareness

Importantly, the show has played a role in raising awareness about autism. It has sparked discussions
in media and healthcare circles about representation and inclusivity. This contribution extends the
influence of The Good Doctor beyond entertainment into social advocacy.

Tips for Appreciating The Good Doctor on a Deeper
Level

For those looking to engage more deeply with the series, here are some insights to enhance your
viewing experience:

Pay attention to character interactions: Notice how non-verbal cues and subtle
expressions convey Shaun’s internal world.

Explore medical terminology: Understanding basic medical terms can enrich your
comprehension of the cases presented.

Reflect on ethical dilemmas: Consider how you might approach the complex decisions faced
by the doctors.

Research autism spectrum disorder: Learning more about autism can provide context for
Shaun’s behaviors and challenges.

Watch with others: Discussing episodes with friends or family can open up new perspectives
on the storylines.



Engaging with the show on multiple levels turns it into not just entertainment but a learning
experience.

The Good Doctor continues to evolve, introducing new characters and story arcs that maintain viewer
interest and provide fresh material for analysis. Its blend of medical drama, social commentary, and
heartfelt human stories ensures it remains a meaningful and impactful series. Whether you are a
medical enthusiast, a fan of character-driven stories, or someone interested in neurodiversity, The
Good Doctor offers rich content worthy of thoughtful examination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'The Good Doctor' series?
The main theme of 'The Good Doctor' revolves around overcoming personal and professional
challenges, particularly focusing on the journey of Dr. Shaun Murphy, a young surgeon with autism
and savant syndrome, as he navigates the complexities of the medical field and interpersonal
relationships.

How does 'The Good Doctor' portray autism through its lead
character?
'The Good Doctor' portrays autism through Dr. Shaun Murphy with a focus on both his exceptional
medical skills and the social challenges he faces. The show highlights his unique perspective,
attention to detail, and struggles with communication and emotional expression, aiming to provide a
nuanced representation of autism.

What role does character development play in the success of
'The Good Doctor'?
Character development is crucial to the success of 'The Good Doctor,' as it allows viewers to connect
emotionally with the characters, particularly Shaun Murphy. The series explores their growth,
personal struggles, and evolving relationships, which adds depth and realism to the medical drama.

How effectively does 'The Good Doctor' balance medical cases
with personal storylines?
'The Good Doctor' balances medical cases and personal storylines by intertwining complex patient
cases with the personal growth and challenges of the hospital staff. This approach keeps the narrative
engaging and allows for emotional investment in both the medical and human elements of the show.

What are some common criticisms found in analyses of 'The
Good Doctor'?
Common criticisms of 'The Good Doctor' include its sometimes formulaic medical drama structure,
occasional oversimplification of autism, and reliance on emotional manipulation. Some analysts also
point out that certain medical scenarios are dramatized for entertainment rather than accuracy.



How has 'The Good Doctor' impacted public perception of
autism and medical professionals?
'The Good Doctor' has positively impacted public perception by raising awareness about autism and
showcasing the capabilities of individuals with neurodiverse conditions. Additionally, it highlights the
dedication and complexity of medical professionals, fostering greater empathy and understanding
among viewers.

Additional Resources
The Good Doctor Analysis: A Deep Dive into the Medical Drama Phenomenon

the good doctor analysis reveals a multifaceted television series that has captivated audiences
worldwide with its unique blend of medical drama and character-driven storytelling. Since its debut,
the show has sparked discussions not only about narrative quality but also regarding its portrayal of
autism spectrum disorder, medical ethics, and healthcare dynamics. This article explores the layers
behind The Good Doctor, examining its thematic depth, character development, and cultural impact
through a professional and investigative lens.

In-Depth Analysis of The Good Doctor

The Good Doctor, created by David Shore, centers on Dr. Shaun Murphy, a young surgical resident
with autism and savant syndrome. The show's premise is distinctive in its focus on a protagonist
whose neurological differences shape his interactions and approach to medicine. This representation
has been both praised for increasing autism visibility and critiqued for accuracy and nuance.

Character Complexity and Representation

One of the standout features in this medical drama is its effort to humanize a character with autism in
a high-pressure professional environment. Freddie Highmore’s portrayal of Dr. Murphy has been
widely acclaimed for bringing sensitivity and depth to the role. However, an analysis of the show’s
depiction of autism reveals a balancing act between dramatization and realism.

While the series introduces viewers to the challenges and strengths associated with autism, some
experts argue that it tends toward an idealized portrayal. This "super-ability" narrative—where the
character’s savant skills overshadow the everyday struggles faced by many on the spectrum—can
inadvertently set unrealistic expectations. Nonetheless, the show opens important conversations
about neurodiversity within demanding workplaces like hospitals.

Medical Accuracy and Ethical Dilemmas

Beyond character study, The Good Doctor integrates complex medical cases that often serve as
metaphors for broader ethical questions. The series does not shy away from controversial topics such



as end-of-life decisions, organ transplantation ethics, and disparities in healthcare access.

The medical scenarios are generally well-researched, aided by a team of medical consultants ensuring
procedural authenticity. However, as with many medical dramas, some clinical situations are
expedited or dramatized to fit narrative pacing. This approach balances viewer engagement with
educational value, although it occasionally sacrifices nuanced medical detail.

Comparative Perspective: The Good Doctor vs. Other Medical
Dramas

Comparing The Good Doctor to long-standing medical dramas like Grey’s Anatomy or ER highlights its
unique place in the genre. While those shows often emphasize ensemble casts and interpersonal
relationships, The Good Doctor focuses intensively on one individual’s perspective. This singular
viewpoint creates a more intimate narrative but can limit the exploration of broader hospital
dynamics.

Moreover, the show’s emphasis on neurodiversity distinguishes it from its predecessors, offering fresh
thematic material. However, it also faces the challenge of sustaining viewer interest over multiple
seasons with a relatively narrow narrative lens.

Thematic Exploration and Narrative Techniques

The Good Doctor employs several storytelling devices that contribute to its reception and impact.

Use of Visual and Auditory Elements

The series often visualizes Dr. Murphy’s thought processes through on-screen graphics and auditory
cues, providing audiences a window into how his mind works. This technique enhances empathy and
understanding but occasionally risks oversimplifying complex cognitive experiences.

Emotional Resonance and Character Relationships

Interpersonal dynamics form a critical backbone of the show. Dr. Murphy’s relationships with mentors,
peers, and patients are crafted to highlight themes of trust, acceptance, and resilience. The narrative
frequently juxtaposes his clinical brilliance with social challenges, fostering emotional engagement.

Criticism and Praise: Balancing Realism and Drama

Critics have noted that while The Good Doctor succeeds in raising awareness about autism and ethical
issues in medicine, it sometimes leans toward melodrama. Certain plotlines may prioritize emotional
impact over subtlety, which can affect the show’s credibility among healthcare professionals.



Conversely, the show’s optimistic tone and focus on overcoming adversity have garnered a loyal fan
base and positive critical reception, reflecting its successful blend of entertainment and social
commentary.

Impact on Public Perception and Autism Awareness

The Good Doctor’s influence extends beyond entertainment, contributing to public discourse on
autism and medical professionalism.

Raising Awareness and Reducing Stigma

By positioning a character with autism as a competent and valued doctor, the series challenges
stereotypes and promotes inclusion. This representation has been instrumental in encouraging
conversations about workplace accommodations and diversity.

Educational Value and Advocacy

The show often inspires viewers to learn more about autism spectrum disorder and the realities faced
by individuals navigating complex social environments. Additionally, it highlights the importance of
empathy and understanding in healthcare, aligning with advocacy efforts aimed at improving patient
and provider experiences.

Limitations and Responsibility

With its wide reach, The Good Doctor carries the responsibility of accurate representation. Some
autism advocates emphasize the need for broader portrayals that reflect the spectrum’s diversity,
including characters with varying communication styles and support needs.

Key Takeaways from The Good Doctor Analysis

Innovative Protagonist: The focus on Dr. Shaun Murphy brings fresh perspectives to medical
drama and neurodiversity representation.

Balancing Drama and Accuracy: The show navigates the tension between storytelling
imperatives and medical realism.

Ethical Storytelling: Complex medical ethics are woven into the plot, prompting viewers to
consider real-world healthcare dilemmas.

Audience Engagement: Emotional resonance through character relationships is a critical



factor in sustaining the show’s popularity.

Social Impact: The series fosters awareness and discussion around autism and inclusion in
professional settings.

The Good Doctor analysis reveals a television series that is more than a typical medical drama. Its
commitment to portraying a neurodiverse lead character and addressing ethical issues in healthcare
sets it apart, even as it contends with the challenges inherent in dramatizing complex realities. As the
show continues to evolve, its impact on both entertainment and social awareness remains significant,
providing fertile ground for ongoing critical engagement.
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  the good doctor analysis: The Good Doctor Kenneth Brigham, Michael M. E. Johns, 2020-07-07
What makes a good doctor? It's not what you think. A doctor willing to face their own uncertainty in
the face of illness and treatment might just be the best medicine. Too often we choose the wrong
doctor for the wrong reasons. It doesn't have to be that way. In The Good Doctor, Ken Brigham, MD,
and Michael M.E. Johns, MD, argue that we need to change the way we think about health care if we
want to be the healthiest we can be. Counterintuitive as it may seem, uncertainty is integral to
medicine, and you want a doctor who knows that: someone who sees you as the unique case you are,
someone who knows that data isn't everything, someone who is able to change her mind as the
information changes. For too long we've clung to the myth of the infallible doctor--one who assuredly
tells us this is what's wrong and here is how I will cure you--and our health has suffered for it.
Brigham and Johns propose a new model of medicine, one that is comfortable with ambiguity and
that centers on an equal partnership between patient and doctor. Uncertainty, properly embraced,
opens a new universe of possibilities.
  the good doctor analysis: Ethics and the Good Doctor Sabena Jameel, Andrew Peterson,
James Arthur, 2021-09-12 Ethics and the Good Doctor brings together existing literature and an
analysis of empirical research conducted by the Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues to examine
the ethical nature of medical practice and explore medicine as a virtuous profession. The book is
based on the idea that medical practice is an inherently moral profession, in which notions of trust,
care and meaningful relationships form the foundations of being a good doctor. By taking into
account the ethical dimensions of medical practice that have come under greater scrutiny and
pressure over recent years, this book explores how personal and professional character is
understood, enacted, and experienced by medical practitioners at various stages of their career.
Ethics and the Good Doctor situates and presents the empirical data in a way that is accessible to
practicing doctors, medical students, and medical educators. Clear implications for policy, practice,
and research are offered, ensuring this book will be of great interest to a range of stakeholders
involved in medical practice, including those working in medical policy.
  the good doctor analysis: The Good Doctor Ron Paterson, 2013-10-01 What makes a good
doctor? Are there bad doctors out there - and if so how do we protect patients from them? Can we
inject more information, more trust and more assured competence into the medical system to solve
these problems? Drawing on his years of dealing with patient concerns, Ron Paterson tackles these
important questions. The book makes challenging arguments: that patients don't demand the sort of
information about doctors that they should; that doctors who feel put upon by information overload,
patient demands, complaints and growing requirements from employers, colleges, medical boards
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and government, will be resistant to any additional regulation of their activity; that doctors are
reluctant to judge problem doctors and prefer the 'quiet chat'; and that current law and practice is
lax when it comes to checking that doctors remain up-to-date. Paterson concludes the book with
proposals to lift the veil of secrecy, to inform patients better and to revalidate doctors periodically,
all key ways we might improve patient care. The Good Doctor will be prescribed reading for doctors,
patients and policymakers—all of those determined to make sure patients get the medical care they
deserve.
  the good doctor analysis: Summary of Algorithms to Live By Instaread, 2016-09-07 Summary
of Algorithms to Live By by Brian Christian and Tom Griffiths | Includes Analysis Preview:
Algorithms to Live By by Brian Christian and Tom Griffiths is an immersive look at the history and
development of several algorithms used to solve computer science problems. It also considers
potential applications of algorithms in human life including memory storage and network
communication. One such computer science problem is the optimal stopping problem, the
mathematical puzzle for determining how long to review options and gather data before settling on
the best choice available. The algorithm, based on statistical analysis, shows that there is an optimal
place or time to stop researching options or solutions to a problem and instead commit to the next
option that’s just as good as those already considered. Similarly, the mathematical way to decide
whether to try something new or stick with the familiar choice is expressed by the Gittins Index
score of any given alternative. It values a complete unknown more highly than a… PLEASE NOTE:
This is key takeaways and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread
Summary of Algorithms to Live By by Brian Christian and Tom Griffiths | Includes Analysis ·
Overview of the Book · Important People · Key Takeaways · Analysis of Key Takeaways About the
Author With Instaread, you can get the key takeaways, summary and analysis of a book in 15
minutes. We read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and analyze them for your convenience.
Visit our website at instaread.co.
  the good doctor analysis: Health Care Financing Review , 1987
  the good doctor analysis: The Critical Reception of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Laurence W.
Mazzeno, 2023 Examines both academic and popular assessments of Conan Doyle's work, giving
pride of place to the Holmes stories and their adaptations, and also attending to the wide range of
his published work. Twenty-first-century readers, television viewers, and moviegoers know Arthur
Conan Doyle as the creator of Sherlock Holmes, the world's most recognizable fictional detective.
Holmes's enduring popularity has kept Conan Doyle in the public eye. However, Holmes has taken
on a life of his own, generating a steady stream of critical commentary, while Conan Doyle's other
works are slighted or ignored. Yet the Holmes stories make up only a small portion of Conan Doyle's
published work, which includes mainstream and historical fiction; history; drama; medical,
spiritualist, and political tracts; and even essays on photography. When Doyle published - whatever
the subject - his contemporaries took note. Yet, outside of the fiction featuring Sherlock Holmes,
until recently relatively little has been done to analyze the reception Conan Doyle's work received
during his lifetime and since his death. This book examines both academic and popular assessments
of Conan Doyle's work, giving pride of place to the Holmes stories and their many adaptations for
print, visual, and online media, but attending to his other contributions to
turn-of-the-twentieth-century culture as well. The availability of periodicals and newspapers online
makes it possible to develop an assessment of Conan Doyle's (and Sherlock Holmes's) reputation
among a wider readership and viewership, thus allowing for development of a broader and more
accurate portrait of Doyle's place in literary and cultural history.
  the good doctor analysis: Oxford Handbook of Clinical Specialties J. A. B. Collier, Judith
Collier, Murray Longmore, J. Murray Longmore, Keith Amarakone, 2013-01-31 Preceded by: Oxford
handbook of clinical specialties. 8th ed. / Judith Collier ... [et al.]. 2009.
  the good doctor analysis: The Rotarian , 1918-12 Established in 1911, The Rotarian is the
official magazine of Rotary International and is circulated worldwide. Each issue contains feature
articles, columns, and departments about, or of interest to, Rotarians. Seventeen Nobel Prize



winners and 19 Pulitzer Prize winners – from Mahatma Ghandi to Kurt Vonnegut Jr. – have written
for the magazine.
  the good doctor analysis: Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals George D.
Pozgar, 2009-03-26 .
  the good doctor analysis: Practical Druggist and Pharmaceutical Review of Reviews ,
1899
  the good doctor analysis: Strong Evaluation without Moral Sources Arto Laitinen,
2008-12-10 Charles Taylor (1931- ) is one of the leading living philosophers. This is the first
extended study on the key notions of his views in philosophical anthropology and ethical theory.
Firstly, Laitinen clarifies, qualifies and defends Taylor's thesis that transcendental arguments show
that personal understandings concerning ethical and other values (so called strong evaluation) is
necessary, in different ways, for human agency, selfhood, identity and personhood. Secondly,
Laitinen defends and develops in various ways Taylor's value realism. Finally, the book criticizes
Taylor's view that it is necessary to identify and locate a constitutive source of value, such as God,
Nature or Human Reason. Taylor relies heavily on this claim in his accounts of moral life, modern
identity and, most recently, secularisation. Laitinen argues that the whole notion of constitutive
moral source should be dropped – Taylor's views concerning strong evaluation and value realism are
distorted by the question of constitutive moral sources.
  the good doctor analysis: Safety Review , 1950
  the good doctor analysis: Being Happy Charles S. Haddad, 2007 Refreshing essays on how to
lead a happier life and how to make those around you happier as well.
  the good doctor analysis: George D. Pozgar, 2009-11-04 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health
Professionals is a concise and practical guide to legal and ethical dilemmas facing health care
professionals today. This book will help the reader to better understand the issues they will face on
the job and its implications in the legal arena. This text presents contemporary topics with a real
world perspective and allows the student to develop critical thinking skills.
  the good doctor analysis: A Stitch in Time Andrew J. Robinson, 2000-05-01 An unique and
intense tale following Elim Garak as he attempts to stitch the ravaged society of Cardassia back
together. For nearly a decade Garak has longed for just one thing—to go home. Exiled on a space
station, surrounded by aliens who loathe and distrust him, going back to Cardassia has been Garak's
one dream. Now, finally, he is home. But home is a world whose landscape is filled with death and
destruction. Desperation and dust are constant companions and luxury is a glass of clean water and
a warm place to sleep. Ironically, it is a letter from one of the aliens on that space station, Dr. Julian
Bashir, that inspires Garak to look at the fabric of his life. Elim Garak has been a student, a
gardener, a spy, an exile, a tailor, even a liberator. It is a life that was charted by the forces of
Cardassian society with very little understanding of the person, and even less compassion. But it is
the tailor that understands who Elim Garak was, and what he could be. It is the tailor who sees the
ruined fabric of Cardassia, and who knows how to bring this ravaged society back together. This is
strange, because a tailor is the one thing Garak never wanted to be. But it is the tailor whom both
Cardassia and Elim Garak need. It is the tailor who can put the pieces together, who can take a
stitch in time.
  the good doctor analysis: Ds9#27 A Stitch In Time Andrew Robinson, 2012-10-02 Tailor,
soldier, spy ... the enigmatic Garak, Cardassian-in-exile on space station Deep Space Nine,
established himself rapidly - thanks largely to his superb portrayal by actor (and now author)
Andrew Robinson - as one of the best-loved characters on Star Trek DS9. Garak refers to himself as
'just a simple tailor' - but everyone knows that there's more to him than that. Ex-member of the
Cardassian invasion forces; ex-member of the Obsidian Order, the dreaded Cardassian secret police;
cynic, wit, epicure, man of mystery: - why WAS he banished from his home planet, and why does he
choose to spend his exile on Deep Space Nine? Andrew Robinson, to whom Garak's voice comes as
readily as his own, spins an enthralling, twisting yarn in true inimitable Garak style.
  the good doctor analysis: Public Value and Social Development Bing Wang, 2022-03-26 This



book aims to seek for the truth which connects public value and social development as basis to build
a harmony community for individuals as well as society. The book tries to bridge science,
technology, economics, politics, history, ethics, and environment under the concept of public values,
and reveals the essentials of public policy for individual and social development. The potential
audience of the book are officials and policy makers in the public sectors, as well as managers in the
private sectors.
  the good doctor analysis: The Homiletic Review , 1886
  the good doctor analysis: Social Network Mining, Analysis, and Research Trends:
Techniques and Applications Ting, I-Hsien, Hong, Tzung-Pei, Wang, Leon Shyue-Liang,
2011-12-31 This book covers current research trends in the area of social networks analysis and
mining, sharing research from experts in the social network analysis and mining communities, as
well as practitioners from social science, business, and computer science--Provided by publisher.
  the good doctor analysis: Monthly Review George Edward Griffiths, 1783
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1823 Synonyms & Antonyms for GOOD - Find 1823 different ways to say GOOD, along with
antonyms, related words, and example sentences at Thesaurus.com
good adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of good adjective in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
good, adj., n., adv., int. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford There are 121 meanings listed
in OED's entry for the word good, 16 of which are labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning & use’ for
definitions, usage, and quotation evidence
GOOD Definition & Meaning | When used after look or feel, good may refer to spirits as well as
health: I'm feeling pretty good this morning, ready to take on the world. Well is both an adjective
and an adverb
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