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The Ball is Round: A Global History of Football

the ball is round a global history of football-these words capture not only
the essence of the beautiful game but also its fascinating journey across
cultures and continents. Football, or soccer as it’s known in some parts of
the world, has evolved from humble origins into the world’s most popular
sport, uniting billions of people through a simple, universal principle: a
ball, a goal, and the magic of play. This article takes you on a captivating
journey through the global history of football, exploring how it grew from
ancient ball games into a global phenomenon that continues to inspire
passion, rivalry, and community.

Origins: The Ancient Roots of Football

Long before the modern game took shape, civilizations around the world
engaged in ball games that resembled football. Archaeological evidence and
historical records show that the idea of kicking a ball dates back thousands
of years.

Early Ball Games Across Cultures

In ancient China, a game called Cuju was documented as early as 2,000 years
ago during the Han Dynasty. Cuju involved kicking a leather ball through a
net and is often considered one of the earliest forms of football. Similarly,
the Mayans in Central America played a ballgame with ritual significance,
while ancient Greeks and Romans enjoyed games involving a ball, though not
always with feet.

These early games varied widely in rules and objectives, but what connected
them was the use of a spherical object and the human desire for competition
and recreation.

The Birth of Modern Football in England

While ball games had been played worldwide, the sport we now recognize as
football began to take a more unified form in 19th-century England. The
industrial revolution and urbanization brought people together in towns and
cities, and with them, a need for organized recreation.



Codifying the Rules

Before the mid-1800s, football was a chaotic mix of local games with wildly
different rules—some involved handling the ball, others were violent with few
restrictions. In 1863, the establishment of The Football Association (FA) in
England marked a turning point. The FA standardized the rules, banning the
use of hands (except by goalkeepers) and setting down clearer guidelines for

play.

This codification was crucial because it allowed teams from different regions
to compete fairly and laid the foundation for the global spread of the sport.
The phrase "the ball is round" captures this universality—the game’s
simplicity and clear rules made it easy to adopt worldwide.

Football Goes Global: Spreading Across
Continents

The British Empire played a significant role in exporting football to far-
flung corners of the world. Sailors, soldiers, and traders introduced the
game to countries in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Soon, local
communities embraced football, adapting it to their cultures and
circumstances.

Football in South America

South America’s love affair with football began in the late 19th century,
particularly in countries like Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. British
immigrants and expatriates brought the game, but it was the local passion and
creativity that gave rise to legendary playing styles like Brazil's samba
flair or Argentina’s technical finesse.

The continent has since produced some of the greatest football talent in
history, including Pelé, Diego Maradona, and Lionel Messi, whose skills have
enchanted fans worldwide.

Foothall in Africa and Asia

In Africa, football became a vehicle for unity and identity during and after
colonial rule. Nations like Nigeria, Ghana, and Cameroon developed vibrant
football cultures. The sport provided a platform to express national pride
and challenge colonial legacies.

Similarly, in Asia, countries such as Japan and South Korea embraced football
with enthusiasm, investing in youth development and professional leagues.



South Korea’'s co-hosting of the 2002 FIFA World Cup highlighted the
continent’s growing significance in global football.

The Evolution of the Football Ball: From
Leather to High-Tech

While the phrase "the ball is round" emphasizes the fundamental shape, the
football itself has undergone dramatic transformations. Early balls were
often made of inflated animal bladders covered with leather, which could
absorb water and become heavy.

Milestones in Football Design

- **19th Century:** The introduction of vulcanized rubber allowed for more
durable, waterproof balls.

- **1930s:** Standardization of size and weight improved consistency in play.
- **1950s-60s:** Synthetic materials began replacing leather, making balls
lighter and more weather-resistant.

- **1970 FIFA World Cup:** The Adidas Telstar ball, featuring black and white
panels, became iconic and improved visibility on black-and-white televisions.
- **Modern Era:** Technology has introduced micro-textured surfaces, foam
layers for better control, and precision engineering to enhance flight and
durability.

Today’s footballs are marvels of design, balancing performance, safety, and
sustainability.

Football’s Role Beyond the Pitch

Football’'s impact extends far beyond the stadiums. It has cultural, social,
and economic significance worldwide.

Uniting Diverse Communities

One of football’'s greatest powers is its capacity to bring together people
from all walks of life. Whether played in dusty villages or gleaming urban
arenas, the sport fosters community, friendship, and shared identity. Events
like the FIFA World Cup serve as global celebrations of culture and
sportsmanship.



Football and Social Change

Throughout history, football has also been a platform for social movements.
It has challenged racial discrimination, promoted gender equality, and
provided opportunities for marginalized groups. Campaigns against racism in
football stadiums and the rise of women’s football highlight the sport’s
evolving role in advocating for fairness and inclusion.

The Business of Foothall

Today, football is a massive global industry involving sponsorships,
broadcasting rights, and merchandising. This commercial growth has propelled
the sport’s reach but also sparked debates about maintaining its integrity
and accessibility.

Tips for Appreciating Football’s Rich History

If you’'re new to football or seeking a deeper appreciation, here are some
ways to connect with its rich heritage:

- **Watch Classic Matches:** Viewing historical games helps you understand
tactical evolutions and iconic moments.

- **Explore Local Football Cultures:** Every country has unique football
traditions—discovering these adds flavor to your experience.

- **Learn About Legendary Players:** The stories of Pelé, Maradona, Mia Hamm,
and others enrich the understanding of the sport’s human side.

- **Follow Youth and Grassroots Football:** Supporting community-level
football connects you to the sport’s future.

By engaging with both the history and the living culture of football, you
become part of a global story that continues to unfold.

The ball is indeed round, and its journey around the world is a testament to
football’s universal appeal and enduring power. From ancient games to the
modern spectacles watched by billions, football remains a symbol of joy,
competition, and connection—-a truly global sport that transcends borders and
brings people together in the shared love of the game.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main focus of 'The Ball is Round: A
Global History of Football'?

The book provides a comprehensive history of football (soccer) from its
origins to its development as a global sport, exploring cultural, political,
and social impacts worldwide.

Who is the author of 'The Ball is Round: A Global
History of Football'?

David Goldblatt is the author of the book, known for his extensive research
and insightful analysis of football's history and global significance.

How does 'The Ball is Round' approach the history of
football differently from other sports histories?

It offers a global perspective, highlighting football's evolution across
various continents and cultures, rather than focusing solely on European or
Western narratives.

What are some key themes explored in 'The Ball is
Round'?

Key themes include football's role in politics, identity, nationalism,
globalization, and its impact on society and culture across different
countries.

Why is 'The Ball is Round' considered an important
book for football fans and historians?

Because it combines detailed historical research with engaging storytelling,
providing deep insights into how football shaped and was shaped by historical
events worldwide.

Additional Resources
The Ball Is Round: A Global History of Football

the ball is round a global history of football traces the fascinating
evolution of a sport that has become the world’s most popular game. From its
ancient origins to the modern-day spectacle of the FIFA World Cup, football’s
journey reflects not only the development of a game but also the cultural,
social, and political transformations across continents. This article aims to
explore the rich tapestry of football’s global history, examining key
milestones, influential figures, and how the sport shaped—and was shaped
by—diverse societies.



The Origins of Football: From Ancient Games to
Organized Play

Football’'s roots extend deep into antiquity, with numerous civilizations
engaging in ball games that bear some resemblance to modern football. In
ancient China, the game called Cuju involved kicking a leather ball through a
small opening, dating back to the Han Dynasty around 200 BCE. Similarly, the
Mesoamerican ballgame played by the Aztecs and Mayans incorporated a rubber
ball, though with different rules and cultural significance.

However, the direct lineage to contemporary football is most often traced to
medieval Europe, where various folk games involving kicking a ball were
common. These early forms were often chaotic, with few rules and large
groups, sometimes resulting in violent confrontations. By the 19th century,
as industrialization reshaped society, there was a growing need to codify and
regulate sports, leading to the formation of standardized rules and
organizations.

The Birth of Modern Football in England

The pivotal moment in football’s history occurred in England during the
mid-19th century. Public schools, universities, and clubs began developing
formalized rules to distinguish football from rugby and other sports. The
establishment of the Football Association (FA) in 1863 marked the creation of
the first official set of rules, often considered the foundation of modern
association football.

The FA’s rules emphasized kicking the ball and forbade handling it, setting
football apart from rugby football. This codification enabled standardized
competitions and facilitated the sport’s spread beyond England’s borders. The
formation of the English Football League in 1888 further professionalized the
game, creating a model for leagues worldwide.

Global Spread and Cultural Integration

Football’'s global proliferation in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was
closely tied to British imperialism, trade networks, and migration. British
sailors, workers, and expatriates introduced the game to ports and cities
worldwide, from South America to Asia and Africa.

South America’s Embrace and Transformation

Perhaps nowhere has football become as culturally embedded as in South



America. Countries like Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay embraced the sport in
the early 20th century, adapting it to their local contexts and developing
unique playing styles characterized by creativity, flair, and technical
skill.

The 1930 FIFA World Cup, hosted and won by Uruguay, marked football’s
emergence as a truly global event. South American nations continued to
dominate international football through the decades, with Brazil’'s five World
Cup titles cementing its status as a football powerhouse and cultural symbol.

Football in Africa and Asia

In Africa and Asia, football arrived primarily through colonial influence and
missionary activities. Despite initial barriers, the sport quickly gained
popularity among local populations. African nations began to organize leagues
and national teams in the mid-20th century, with countries like Egypt,
Nigeria, and Cameroon becoming continental leaders.

Similarly, Asian countries such as Japan and South Korea invested heavily in
football development, culminating in co-hosting the 2002 FIFA World Cup-a
landmark event that showcased the sport’s growing prominence in the region.

Football’s Social and Political Impact

Football’'s global history is inseparable from its social and political
implications. The sport has acted as a unifying force, a platform for
protest, and a vehicle for national identity.

Football as a Tool for Social Change

Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, football has often reflected broader
societal issues, including race relations, gender equality, and economic
disparities. Players like Pelé, Diego Maradona, and more recently, Megan
Rapinoe, have used their platforms to challenge injustices and promote
inclusivity.

Moreover, football clubs have historically served as community hubs,
fostering local pride and social cohesion. Initiatives leveraging football to
address youth engagement, education, and conflict resolution demonstrate the
sport’s capacity to drive positive change beyond the pitch.

Political Symbolism and Nationalism



International football tournaments have often been stages for expressing
national pride and political tensions. The 1978 World Cup in Argentina
occurred under a military dictatorship, while the 1998 World Cup in France
became a symbol of multicultural unity.

Football’'s political dimension is also evident in cases like the “Football
War” between ELl Salvador and Honduras in 1969, where a match intensified
existing geopolitical tensions. Such instances underline how the sport’s
emotional resonance can intersect with complex political realities.

Technological Advancements and the Future of
Football

The ball is round a global history of football would be incomplete without
acknowledging the transformative role of technology. From advancements in
broadcasting to innovations in equipment and analytics, technology has
revolutionized how football is played, viewed, and analyzed.

Video Assistant Referee (VAR) technology, introduced in recent years,
illustrates efforts to ensure fairness and accuracy in officiating, though it
has sparked debate over its impact on the flow and spontaneity of the game.
Similarly, developments in sports science and data analytics have enhanced
player performance and injury prevention.

Looking ahead, the integration of virtual reality, artificial intelligence,
and sustainable stadium designs signals that football will continue evolving
in response to technological and environmental challenges.

The Global Football Economy

Football’'s global reach is also reflected in its immense economic footprint.
The sport generates billions of dollars annually through broadcasting rights,
sponsorships, merchandise, and ticket sales. Prominent leagues like the
English Premier League, La Liga, and Bundesliga attract massive international
audiences.

However, this commercialization brings both opportunities and challenges.
While it fuels infrastructural investments and global fan engagement,
concerns about growing inequalities, player welfare, and the sport’s
grassroots foundations persist.

e Pros: Increased visibility, enhanced player development, larger revenues
for clubs and associations.

e Cons: Commercial pressures, risk of alienating traditional fans,



disparities between wealthy and smaller clubs.

The balancing act between maintaining football’s cultural authenticity and
embracing globalization remains a key consideration for stakeholders
worldwide.

As the ball continues to roll across pitches from remote villages to iconic
stadiums, football’s history remains a dynamic narrative of shared passion,
cultural exchange, and human connection. Its roundness symbolizes not only
the shape of the ball itself but also the endless cycle of stories,
challenges, and triumphs that define the beautiful game.

The Ball Is Round A Global History Of Football

the ball is round a global history of football: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt, 2007-08-30
THE DEFINITIVE, CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED BOOK ABOUT FOOTBALL 'Football conquered the
world with its capacity to astonish, and this is its definitive history' The Independent There may be
no cultural practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage are infinitely diverse, but
the rules of soccer are universal. No world religion can match its geographical scope. The single
greatest simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup final. In this extraordinary tour
de force, David Goldblatt tells the full story of football's rise from chaotic folk ritual to the world's
most popular sport. The Ball Is Round illuminates football's role in the political and social histories
of modern societies, but never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement of the game.

'‘Goldblatt writes with authority, humour, and passion, not least in
the accounts of famous or significant matches scattered throughout the book' Times Literary
Supplement 'Since it became a worldwide phenomenon, nobody has attempted to write an overall
history of the game. Now David Goldblatt's stunning book will be the measure against which all
other such volumes are judged' The Guardian 'Goldblatt's magnum opus . . . Anyone with a brain and
an interest in football will enjoy this book' The Daily Telegraph (London)

the ball is round a global history of football: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt,
2008-01-02 The definitive book about soccer, from the author of The Games: A Global History of the
Olympics. There may be no cultural practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage
are infinitely diverse, but the rules of soccer are universal. No world religion can match its
geographical scope. The single greatest simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup
final. In this extraordinary tour de force, David Goldblatt tells the full story of soccer's rise from
chaotic folk ritual to the world's most popular sport-now poised to fully establish itself in the USA.
Already celebrated internationally, The Ball Is Round illuminates soccer's role in the political and
social histories of modern societies, but never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement of the
game itself.

the ball is round a global history of football: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt, 2008

the ball is round a global history of football: The Ball is Round , 2006 Traces the history of
the world's most popular sport from its earliest origins to the present day, looking at the game in
terms of its political, cultural, and social roles in countries around the world.

the ball is round a global history of football: The Game of Our Lives David Goldblatt,
2014-10-30 WINNER of the William Hill Sports Book of the Year Award 2015 In the last two decades
football in Britain has made the transition from a peripheral dying sport to the very centre of our
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popular culture, from an economic basket-case to a booming entertainment industry. What does it
mean when football becomes so central to our private and political lives? Has it enriched us or
impoverished us? In this sparkling book David Goldblatt argues that no social phenomenon tracks
the momentous economic, social and political changes of the post-Thatcherite era in a more
illuminating manner than football, and no cultural practice sheds more light on the aspirations and
attitudes of our long boom and now calamitous bust. A must-read for the thinking football fan, The
Game of Our Lives will appeal to readers of Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby and Inverting the Pyramid
by Jonathan Wilson. It will also be relished by readers of British social history such as Austerity
Britain by David Kynaston. 'Brilliantly incisive. Goldblatt is not merely the best football historian
writing today, he is possibly the best there has ever been. Goldblatt's book could hardly be more
impressive' Sunday Times

the ball is round a global history of football: The Cambridge Companion to Football Rob
Steen, Jed Novick, Huw Richards, 2013-07-04 Football is the world's most popular sport. It is a
cultural phenomenon and a global media spectacle. For its billions of fans, it serves as a common
language. But where does its enduring popularity come from? Featuring essays from prominent
experts in the field, scholars and journalists, this Companion covers ground seldom attempted in a
single volume about football. It examines the game's oft-disputed roots and traces its development
through Europe, South America and Africa, analysing whether resistance to the game is finally
beginning to erode in China, India and the United States. It dissects the cult of the manager and how
David Beckham redefined sporting celebrity. It investigates the game's followers, reporters and
writers, as well as its most zealous money makers and powerful administrators. A valuable resource
for students, scholars and general readers, The Cambridge Companion to Football is a true and
faithful companion for anyone fascinated by the people's game.

the ball is round a global history of football: The Global Spread of Football from the
1860s to the 1880s Thomas Adam, 2025-08-05 This book offers a study of how football became in
the 1870s a global sport that was played by high school students on several continents. It provides a
horizontal perspective that focusses on the spread of football in the 1870s from its English cradle to
Germany, the United States, and Argentina. It will be the very first account of football that does not
treat this sport in isolation but brings together the phenomenon of football with the conditions in
nineteenth-century high schools and the crisis of urban living and, thereby, explains why this sport
was so willingly and quickly accepted into various societies and cultures around the globe. Football
was part of the social reform movement that emerged in the second half of the nineteenth century in
response to the social ills of urban life. Adults and children spent more and more time inside badly
ventilated buildings. Beginning in the 1870s, social reformers and teachers called for the
introduction into school curricula of physical exercises that could be conducted on the meadows and
sport fields outside cities.

the ball is round a global history of football: Managing Football Simon Chadwick,
2010-07-15 * Contributed to by a world-class team of experts and well edited by two specialists in
football management * Comprehensive coverage of all key issues in football internationally, with a
strong balance of academic and practitioner analysis and comment * Presented in a clear and
structured format, easy-to-use for readers with clear signposts throughout the text and online
resources for lecturers

the ball is round a global history of football: International Football as Cultural
Diplomacy Peter J. Beck, 2024-08-05 Drawing on wide-ranging archival research, this authoritative
new history examines the cultural diplomatic role played by British football in international affairs,
British foreign policy, and international football during the 1930s. For British governments, soccer
diplomacy emerged as a favoured instrument of soft power when facing Hitler’'s Germany,
Mussolini’s Italy, Hirohito’s Japan, and Stalin’s Russia on and off the field. Examining the evolving
relationship between successive governments and the Football Association, this book records how
governments, though publicly espousing the distinctive autonomy of British sport, pursued privately
a progressively interventionist role regarding international matches played by England and Football



League clubs. Embedding its central themes in the wider context of international relations, the war
of ideas between the liberal democracies and the dictatorships, and international football, the book
also interrogates one of the most shocking moments in British sporting history, when England
players gave Nazi salutes in Berlin in 1938, an episode in which virtue signalling was used in
support of footballing appeasement. Offering readers an informed historical perspective on some of
the modern world’s most significant issues, from the divide between dictatorships and liberal
democracies to the use of sport as cultural diplomacy aka cultural propaganda, this book is
fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in the history of Britain, sport history, football,
international politics, diplomacy or international institutions.

the ball is round a global history of football: The People's Game Alan McDougall,
2014-06-26 From star players to rioting fans, The People's Game examines how football shaped the
history of communist East Germany.

the ball is round a global history of football: The Age of Football David Goldblatt,
2019-09-05 The epic exploration of football in the twenty-first century through the prism of
sociology, politics, and economics, by David Goldblatt, the critically acclaimed author of The Ball is
Round. 'David Goldblatt is not merely the best football historian writing today, he is possibly the best
there has ever been' - Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday Times In the twenty-first century football is first.
First among sports themselves, but it now commands the allegiance, interest and engagement of
more people in more places than any other phenomenon. In the three most populous nations on the
earth - China, India and the United States where just twenty years ago football existed on the
periphery of society - it has now arrived for good. Nations, peoples and neighbourhoods across the
globe imagine and invent themselves through playing and following the game. In The Age of
Football, David Goldblatt charts football’s global cultural ascent, its economic transformation and
deep politicization, taking in prison football in Uganda and amputee football in Angola, the role of
football fans in the Arab Spring, the footballing presidencies of Bolivia’s Evo Morales and Turkey’s
Recep Erdogan, China’s declared intention to both host and win the World Cup by 2050, and the
FIFA corruption scandal. Following the intersection of the game with money, power and identity,
like no sports historian before, Goldblatt’s sweeping story is remarkable in its scope, breathtaking in
its depth of knowledge, and is a brilliantly original perspective of the twenty-first century. It is the
account of how football has come to define every facet of our social, economic and cultural lives and
at what cost, shaping who we think we are and who we want to be.

the ball is round a global history of football: Football For Dummies, UK Edition Scott
Murray, 2010-03-30 Whether you want to impress friends and colleagues with new-found football
wisdom, brush up on details you're unsure about (the offside rule, anyone?) or improve your
practical skills, this is the book for you! Covering all the basics of the game, rules and tactics, as well
as giving an in-depth history of the sport and how it has evolved to the present day, this
indispensable guide will get you up to speed on the most popular game in the world in no time. With
dream team formations, tips on football betting and supporting, essential coverage on the World
Cup, and stats on current teams, players and managers both at home and abroad, football expert
and Guardian journalist Scott Murray keeps it fun, fresh and knowledgeable to get you through the
major tournaments and beyond. Football For Dummies includes: PART 1: KICK OFF Chapter 1: The
bare essentials Chapter 2: A rich history Chapter 3: Get your boots on - the gear you need PART 2:
PLAYING THE GAME Chapter 4: Laying down the laws Chapter 5: Positions and tactics Chapter 6:
Honing your skills Chapter 7: Talented training Chapter 8: Coaching, managing and leadership
Chapter 9: Putting it all into practice PART 3: THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL Chapter 11: The World
Cup Chapter 12: The international scene Chapter 13: The British club scene Chapter 14: Taking on
the world Chapter 15: Women's football PART 4: FANS ENCLOSURE Chapter 16: Going to the
match Chapter 17: Read all about it... Chapter 18: Compulsive viewing: Football on TV (and film, and
DVD...) Chapter 19: Joining in (sort of...) PART 5: THE PART OF TENS Chapter 20: Great players
Chapter 21: Great managers Chapter 22: Great matches Chapter 23: Bad behaviour PART 6:
APPENDICES Appendix 1: Appendix A: Honour Boards Appendix 2: Glossary Appendix 3: Key




Football Organisations

the ball is round a global history of football: Inverting the Pyramid Jonathan Wilson, 2008
Whether it's Terry Venables keeping his wife up late at night with diagrams on scraps of paper
spread over the eiderdown, or the classic TV sitcom of moving the salt & pepper around the table
top in the transport cafe, football tactics are now part of the fabric of everyday life. Steve McLaren's
recent switch to an untried 3-5-2 against Croatia will probably go down as the moment he lost his
slim credibility gained from dropping David Beckham; Jose Mourinho, meanwhile, is often brought to
task for trying to smuggle the long ball game back into English football (his defence being his need
to 'break the lines' of banks of defenders and midfielders). Jonathan Wilson is an erudite and
detailed writer, but never loses a sense of the grand narrative sweep, and here he pulls apart the
modern game, traces the world history of tactics back from modern pioneers such as Rinus Michels
and Valeriy Lobanovskyi, the Swiss origins of Catenaccio and Herbert Chapman, right back to
beginning where chaos reigned. Along the way he looks at the lives of great players and thinkers
who shaped the game, and probes why the English, in particular, have 'proved themselves unwilling
to grapple with the abstract'. This is a modern classic of football writing to rank with David Winner's
'Brilliant Orange' and Simon Kuper's 'Football Against the Enemy'.

the ball is round a global history of football: The Palgrave Handbook on the Economics
of Manipulation in Sport Markus Breuer, 2024 This handbook, edited by Markus Breuer and
David Forrest, delves into the economics and various aspects of manipulation in sports. It examines
different types of manipulation such as doping, match-fixing, and corruption in the context of sports
organizations and mega-events like the Olympics and FIFA World Cup. The book also explores the
impact of financial regulations, multi-club ownership, and the use of sports for political purposes. It
proposes interventions to mitigate manipulation, including legal frameworks like the Macolin
Convention and monitoring of betting markets. The book is targeted towards academics,
policymakers, and professionals interested in sports economics and integrity.

the ball is round a global history of football: Exploring the cultural, ideological and
economic legacies of Euro 2012 Peter Kennedy, Christos Kassimeris, 2016-03-22 European
National football came together in the summer of 2012 for the 14th occasion. This book sets out to
examine the enduring social tensions between supporters and authorities, as well as those between
local, national and European identities, which formed the backdrop to the 14th staging of the
European National football tournament, Euro2012. The context of the tournament was somewhat
unique from those staged in previous years, being jointly hosted for the first time by two
post-Communist nations still in the process of social and economic transition. In this respect, the
decision to stage Euro 2012 in Poland and Ukraine bore its own material and symbolic legacies
shaping the tournament: the unsettling of neo-liberal imaginings and emergent ‘East-West’ fears
about poor infrastructure, inefficiencies and corruption jostled with moral panics about racism and
fears surrounding the potentially unfulfilled consumerist expectations of west European supporters.
The book seeks to explore the ideologies and practices invoked by competing national sentiments
and examine the social tensions, ambiguities and social capital generating potentials surrounding
national, ethnic, European identity, with respect to national football teams, supporters and
supporter movements. This book was published as a special issue of Soccer and Society.

the ball is round a global history of football: The FIFA World Cup 1930 - 2010 Stefan Rinke,
Kay Schiller, 2014-04-28 Content As Brazil 2014 will yet again show, the FIFA World Cup is a
mega-event followed by billions of spectators around the globe. This volume is the first scholarly
attempt to capture the history of the FIFA World Cup in its entirety. From the first World Cup in
1930 to the one in 2010 the tournament has exerted strong influences and acted as an important
indicator of political, economic, social and cultural developments. In bringing together contributions
by international experts from history, cultural studies, sociology and politics this volume explores
some crucial issues linked to the World Cup: from the political exploitation of the tournament for
domestic purposes to its economic ramifications for the host nation and beyond; from its role for
national identity and national self-representation to its potential to realize transnational modes of




identity and interdependence; from its role as a global media event to its impact on the
commercialization of football on the national and transnational stage. Zum Inhalt Auch bei der
kommenden FufSballweltmeisterschaft in Brasilien werden Milliarden Zuschauer uberall auf der Welt
das Ereignis verfolgen: Der FIFA-World Cup ist ein Megaevent. Doch seine Bedeutung geht weit
uber das singulare Ereignis hinaus: Seit der ersten Austragung im Jahr 1930 war das Turnier ein
wichtiger Indikator fiir politische, soziale und kulturelle Entwicklungen. Die behandelten
Themenkomplexe von Experten aus aller Welt - iberwiegend Historiker, Soziologen und
Kulturwissenschaftler - reichen von politischem Missbrauch des Turniers fir innenpolitische Zwecke
uber wirtschaftliche Faktoren, nationale Identitaten bzw. ihre Selbstreprasentationen bis hin zu der
Entwicklung eines medialen GrolSereignisses.

the ball is round a global history of football: Soft Power Politics - Football and Baseball
on the Western Pacific Rim Rob Hess, 2017-07-05 Soft Power Politics- Past and Present: Football
and Baseball on the Western Pacific Rim illustrates the momentous expanse and moment of sport in
the Asia Pacific region and through these essays dealing with two of the most prodigious global team
sports confronts various cultural clashes that Samuel Huntington would ensure the end of
civilisation. They also demonstrate the power sport has to change the world and to inspire and unite
people globally. All who sail under the flag ofSport as ingenuous as it may seem to the host of cynics
that abounds, believe that dialogues that emerge from arguments included in this text represent
communication of the highest order and have the potential to produce the cohesion that can close
some of those cracks that Huntington said would open up along, what he called the fault lines
between civilisations.This book was published as a special issue of the International Journal of the
History of Sport.

the ball is round a global history of football: English Gentlemen and World Soccer Chris
Bolsmann, Dilwyn Porter, 2018-04-19 The significance of the Corinthians Football Club, founded in
1882, has been widely acknowledged by historians of football and by sports historians generally. As
a ‘super club’ comprising the best amateur talent available they were an important formative
influence on football in Britain from the 1880s to the 1930s. As a touring club - they first travelled to
South Africa in 1897 and made regular forays into Europe and also to Canada, the United States and
Brazil - they were the self-proclaimed standard bearers for gentlemanly values in sport. Indeed for
many years they were most famous football club in the world, drawing huge crowds and helping to
ensure that the version of football emanating from the English public schools and universities in the
mid-nineteenth century became a global game. Though their playing strength and influence waned
after the First World War, they remained a significant force through to 1939, upholding ‘true blue’
amateurism at a time when football was increasingly associated with professionalism and seen as a
branch of commercial entertainment. Whilst much has been written about the Corinthians, mainly by
club insiders, this is the first complete scholarly history to cover their activities both in England and
in other parts of the world. It critically reassesses the club’s role in the development of football and
fills a gap in existing literature on the relationship between the progress of the game in England and
globally. Most crucially, the book re-examines the sporting ideology of gentlemanly amateurism
within the context of late-nineteenth century and early-twentieth century society.

the ball is round a global history of football: Asia and the Future of Football Ben Weinberg,
2015-05-22 Football is the most popular sport in the world. Globalisation and commercialisation of
the game, however, have created new conflicts and challenges. This book explores the role of the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) within the rising significance of football in Asia, drawing on
three key theoretical perspectives: globalisation, neo-institutionalism and governance, as well as
comprehensive data from interviews and archive material. It explores the organisational structure of
AFC, its decision-making processes, relations with other actors, and policies put forward. To
understand the specificities AFC has faced in its 60-year history, the broader historical, political,
economic, socio-cultural and geographic contexts of football in Asia are taken into account.

the ball is round a global history of football: Global Civil Society 2006/7 Helmut K
Anheier, Mary Kaldor, Marlies Glasius, 2006-11-29 The annual Global Civil Society Yearbooks




provide an indispensable guide to global civil society or civic participation and action around the
world. The Yearbook includes commissioned contributions from leading commentators across the
social sciences on the latest issues and developments, explores and presents the latest approaches
to measuring and analyzing global civil society, and provides a chronology of key global civil society
events in the year.
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