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Definition of Grotesque in Literature: Exploring the Strange and the Bizarre

Definition of grotesque in literature often conjures images of distorted
figures, eerie settings, and unsettling narratives. But what exactly does the
grotesque mean when we talk about literary works? At its core, the grotesque
in literature is a stylistic and thematic device that blends elements of the
bizarre, the absurd, the monstrous, and the comically ugly to provoke a mix
of fascination and discomfort. It’'s a powerful tool authors use to challenge
readers’ perceptions, explore the limits of human experience, and delve into
complex emotional or moral territories.

Understanding this concept goes beyond a simple dictionary explanation. It
requires a dive into how the grotesque functions within stories, what it
represents, and why it remains a compelling element in literature across
cultures and centuries.

The Essence of Grotesque in Literary Contexts

The term “grotesque” originally referred to a style of ornamental art
discovered in Roman ruins, characterized by fanciful, interwoven designs of
human, animal, and plant forms. Over time, the meaning shifted dramatically,
especially in literature, where it came to describe characters, scenes, or
narratives that are oddly distorted or unnatural in ways that evoke both
empathy and revulsion.

In literature, the grotesque is not just about physical deformity or horror;
it often encompasses a psychological or existential distortion. It can
reflect the inner turmoil of characters or symbolize societal anxieties. This
dual nature-being simultaneously repulsive and fascinating—is what makes the
grotesque so powerful and multifaceted.

Key Characteristics of the Grotesque in Literature

To better grasp the definition of grotesque in literature, consider these
common traits found in grotesque works:

e Distortion and Deformity: Physical abnormalities or exaggerated features
often symbolize deeper flaws or inner conflicts.

e Ambiguity: Grotesque elements blur lines between comedy and horror,
beauty and ugliness, human and monster.



e Dark Humor: The grotesque frequently employs irony or satire, provoking
uneasy laughter amid discomfort.

e Emotional Complexity: It evokes mixed feelings, such as pity, fear,
disgust, and fascination all at once.

» Social Critique: Grotesque characters or scenarios often highlight
societal issues, hypocrisy, or human folly.

These features showcase how the grotesque in literature is far from one-
dimensional. Instead, it invites readers to navigate a complicated emotional
landscape.

The Role of Grotesque in Different Literary
Genres

Grotesque elements appear across a wide range of literary genres, each using
them to different effects and purposes.

Gothic Literature and the Grotesque

The Gothic genre is perhaps the most famous for its use of grotesque imagery.
In Gothic novels, grotesque characters and settings—like decaying castles,
twisted villains, and ghostly apparitions—create an atmosphere of dread and
mystery. The grotesque here amplifies themes of madness, death, and the
supernatural, immersing readers in dark, unsettling worlds.

Consider Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein," where the monstrous creation, both
pitiable and terrifying, epitomizes the grotesque. The creature’s physical
deformity and tragic loneliness evoke deep sympathy while simultaneously
instilling fear.

Modern and Postmodern Literature

In 20th and 21st-century literature, the grotesque often takes on a more
psychological or absurdist dimension. Writers like Franz Kafka and Flannery
0’'Connor use grotesque elements to explore alienation, identity crises, and
moral ambiguity. The grotesque here is less about monstrous appearances and
more about the distortion of reality and human nature.

Kafka’s "The Metamorphosis," for example, presents Gregor Samsa’s
transformation into an insect as a grotesque metaphor for isolation and
dehumanization in modern society.



Why Writers Use the Grotesque: Purposes and
Effects

Understanding the definition of grotesque in literature also means
recognizing why authors choose to incorporate such strange and unsettling
elements in their works.

To Evoke Strong Emotional Responses

The grotesque grabs attention by unsettling the reader. The mixture of horror
and humor, beauty and ugliness, triggers a complex emotional reaction that
can be both repellent and captivating. This emotional tension keeps readers
engaged and encourages deeper reflection on the themes being presented.

To Challenge Social Norms and Expectations

Grotesque literature often critiques societal conventions by exaggerating
flaws and contradictions. By presenting distorted or marginalized characters,
it holds a mirror to the hypocrisies, fears, and taboos of the culture it
reflects. This subversive function allows literature to question what is
considered “normal” or “acceptable.”

To Explore the Human Condition

At its heart, the grotesque can be a profound exploration of what it means to
be human—the fragility, the imperfections, the contradictions. It exposes the
tension between beauty and ugliness, order and chaos, sanity and madness.
Writers use grotesque imagery to delve into existential questions and to
reveal truths that straightforward narratives might overlook.

Examples of Grotesque Literature and Characters

To appreciate the definition of grotesque in literature fully, it helps to
look at notable examples that showcase this unique style.

e Edgar Allan Poe’s Works: Many of Poe’s stories feature grotesque
characters and macabre settings that blur reality and nightmare, such as
“The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Fall of the House of Usher.”

e Flannery 0’'Connor’s Southern Gothic Tales: Her stories often include



grotesque characters whose physical or moral deformities reveal deeper
societal and spiritual conflicts.

e Franz Kafka’'s “The Metamorphosis”: Gregor Samsa’s bizarre transformation
is a quintessential example of the grotesque used to symbolize
alienation.

» Charles Dickens’ “Bleak House” and “Oliver Twist”: Dickens often used
grotesque exaggeration in characters to critique social injustices and
human folly.

These examples illustrate how the grotesque functions not only as a stylistic
choice but also as a meaningful commentary.

Tips for Identifying Grotesque Elements in
Literature

If you're reading a text and want to spot the grotesque, here are some
helpful pointers:

1. Look for Physical or Psychological Distortions: Characters or settings
that are exaggerated, bizarre, or unsettling often signal the grotesque.

2. Notice Ambiguity: Check if the narrative blurs the boundaries between
humor and horror, or human and monstrous.

3. Search for Emotional Complexity: Grotesque works often evoke mixed
feelings rather than straightforward reactions.

4. Consider the Social or Moral Commentary: Ask if the grotesque elements
seem to criticize or question societal norms.

By keeping these tips in mind, readers can deepen their appreciation of the
grotesque’s rich and layered presence in literature.

Exploring the definition of grotesque in literature opens up a fascinating
world where the strange, the eerie, and the absurd intersect with profound
truths about humanity. Whether through monstrous figures, distorted
realities, or darkly comic scenarios, the grotesque challenges us to confront
the uncomfortable and question the conventional, making literature a more
vivid and thought-provoking experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of grotesque in literature?

In literature, grotesque refers to a style or mode that combines the strange,
bizarre, or distorted with elements of the comical, absurd, or frightening,
often to provoke both empathy and disgust.

How is the grotesque used in literary works?

The grotesque is used in literature to create characters, settings, or
situations that are exaggeratedly odd or unnatural, often highlighting the
contradictions and complexities of human nature or society.

What are common characteristics of the grotesque in
literature?

Common characteristics include distortion, exaggeration, unnatural
combinations, a mix of horror and humor, and the portrayal of characters or
scenarios that challenge normal perceptions of beauty and morality.

Can you name some famous literary works that feature
the grotesque?

Yes, works such as Franz Kafka's "The Metamorphosis," Edgar Allan Poe's
stories, and Flannery 0'Connor's Southern Gothic tales prominently feature
grotesque elements.

How does the grotesque differ from the macabre in
literature?

While both involve dark themes, the grotesque focuses on the bizarre and
absurd aspects that evoke both empathy and revulsion, whereas the macabre
centers more on death and horror, emphasizing grim and morbid elements.

What is the purpose of using grotesque elements in
literature?

Grotesque elements often serve to challenge readers' perceptions, highlight
societal flaws, explore complex human emotions, and create a memorable,
impactful narrative that blends discomfort with fascination.

Is the grotesque always associated with horror in
literature?

No, the grotesque is not always linked to horror; it can also appear in



comedic, satirical, or tragic contexts, using exaggeration and distortion to
provoke thought and emotional response beyond fear.

How does the grotesque relate to themes of human
nature in literature?

The grotesque often exposes the contradictions, vulnerabilities, and darker
aspects of human nature by presenting characters or situations that are
simultaneously pitiable and repellent, thus encouraging deeper reflection on
humanity.

Additional Resources

Definition of Grotesque in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

Definition of grotesque in literature is a concept that evokes curiosity and
invites a multifaceted examination. The term “grotesque” finds its origins in
the Italian word “grottesco,” initially used to describe peculiar and bizarre
decorative art discovered in Roman grottoes. However, its literary
application transcends mere aesthetics, embodying a complex interplay of the
strange, the distorted, and the uncanny. This article delves into the nuanced
understanding of the grotesque in literary contexts, unpacking its
characteristics, historical evolution, and its role in shaping narrative and
thematic structures.

Understanding the Grotesque: Core
Characteristics and Literary Functions

The grotesque in literature can be primarily defined as a style or mode that
blends elements of the bizarre, the horrific, and the comically absurd. It
often involves characters, situations, or settings that defy normal
expectations through distortion, exaggeration, or a fusion of contradictory
qualities. Unlike straightforward horror or comedy, the grotesque inhabits a
liminal space where the reader experiences both fascination and repulsion
simultaneously.

One hallmark of the grotesque is its ability to challenge conventional
aesthetics and morality. By portraying the abnormal or the monstrous in ways
that are unsettling yet compelling, grotesque literature destabilizes
readers’ perceptions of normality. This destabilization often serves a deeper
purpose—whether it be social critique, psychological exploration, or
philosophical inquiry.



Historical Development of the Grotesque in
Literature

The grotesque has evolved significantly across literary periods. Its roots
can be traced back to classical antiquity, but it gained particular
prominence during the Renaissance when artists and writers began to
experiment with forms that juxtaposed beauty and ugliness. By the 18th and
19th centuries, the grotesque emerged as a prominent feature in Gothic
literature, where it was used to evoke terror and explore themes of the
uncanny and the sublime.

Authors such as Edgar Allan Poe and Mary Shelley incorporated grotesque
elements to probe the darker facets of human nature and the boundaries
between life and death. The grotesque also found a significant place in the
works of Franz Kafka and Nikolai Gogol during the modernist and surrealist
movements, illustrating the absurdity and alienation of modern life through
distorted characters and bizarre scenarios.

Types of Grotesque in Literary Contexts

The grotesque manifests in various forms within literature, each serving
distinct narrative and thematic objectives. Recognizing these different types
helps clarify how the grotesque operates as a literary device.

Physical Grotesque

Physical grotesque refers to the depiction of distorted, deformed, or
monstrous bodies. These portrayals often evoke shock or discomfort but can
simultaneously elicit sympathy or dark humor. Classic examples include the
misshapen characters in Victor Hugo’'s "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame" or the
eerie transformations in Kafka’'s "The Metamorphosis."

Psychological Grotesque

This type involves the exploration of mental or emotional aberrations that
defy rational understanding. Characters may embody neuroses, madness, or
existential dread, generating a sense of unease through their inner turmoil.
The psychological grotesque is prevalent in works that examine the human
psyche’s fragility, often blurring lines between sanity and insanity.



Situational Grotesque

Situational grotesque arises from bizarre, absurd, or paradoxical
circumstances that highlight the incongruities of human existence. This form
is frequently used in satire and dark comedy to critique societal norms or
highlight existential absurdities. Writers like Flannery 0’Connor and Samuel
Beckett masterfully employ situational grotesque to evoke reflection and
discomfort simultaneously.

The Role of the Grotesque in Literature

Grotesque elements serve several vital functions in literature, influencing
reader engagement and thematic depth.

Challenging Social Norms and Conventions

By foregrounding the abnormal or the monstrous, grotesque literature often
critiques social, political, or cultural norms. It exposes hypocrisies,
taboos, and marginalization, forcing readers to question accepted values. For
instance, grotesque depictions of marginalized characters can illuminate
issues of otherness and exclusion.

Exploring the Human Condition

The grotesque provides a lens through which writers examine existential
questions about identity, mortality, and the limits of human experience.
Distorted characters or surreal settings can symbolize internal conflicts or
universal anxieties, making the grotesque a powerful tool for psychological
and philosophical exploration.

Creating Emotional Ambiguity

Unlike genres that evoke singular emotions, the grotesque generates complex
emotional responses by mixing horror, humor, pity, and fascination. This
ambiguity enriches the reading experience, compelling audiences to grapple
with conflicting feelings and deeper meanings.

Comparisons Between the Grotesque and Related



Literary Concepts

To further clarify the definition of grotesque in literature, it is
instructive to differentiate it from related but distinct literary modes such
as the macabre, the uncanny, and the absurd.

e Grotesque vs. Macabre: While both involve death and horror, the macabre
focuses more specifically on grim, morbid themes associated with
mortality. The grotesque, by contrast, incorporates a broader spectrum
that includes humor and absurdity alongside horror.

e Grotesque vs. Uncanny: The uncanny involves elements that are strangely
familiar yet alien, creating unease through subtle dissonance. Grotesque
imagery is often more overtly bizarre or exaggerated, emphasizing
distortion rather than subtle strangeness.

e Grotesque vs. Absurd: The absurd highlights the inherent meaninglessness
or irrationality of life, often through illogical scenarios or
dialogues. The grotesque may incorporate absurdity but always maintains
a tension between attraction and repulsion through physical or
psychological distortion.

Prominent Examples of Grotesque Literature

Examining notable works that exemplify the grotesque helps illuminate its
diverse applications and enduring appeal.

1. "Frankenstein" by Mary Shelley: The creation of a monstrous being that
is both terrifying and pitiable encapsulates the physical and moral
grotesque, exploring themes of creation, alienation, and responsibility.

2. "The Metamorphosis" by Franz Kafka: Gregor Samsa’s inexplicable
transformation into an insect blurs the boundaries between human and
non-human, evoking psychological and physical grotesque simultaneously.

3. "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" by Robert Louis Stevenson:
This narrative explores the duality of human nature through grotesque
transformations that reveal the monstrous within.

4. Works of Flannery 0’Connor: Often infused with grotesque characters and
situations, her stories challenge moral complacency and expose the
violent undercurrents beneath everyday life.



The definition of grotesque in literature is not fixed but rather fluid,
reflecting changes in cultural, social, and artistic contexts. Its enduring
relevance lies in its capacity to unsettle and provoke, to reveal hidden
truths through distortion, and to enrich literary expression with complexity
and depth. By embracing the grotesque, literature confronts the paradoxes of
existence—where beauty and horror intertwine, and normality is perpetually
questioned.

Definition Of Grotesque In Literature

definition of grotesque in literature: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory Irene
Rima Makaryk, 1993-01-01 The last half of the twentieth century has seen the emergence of literary
theory as a new discipline. As with any body of scholarship, various schools of thought exist, and
sometimes conflict, within it. I.R. Makaryk has compiled a welcome guide to the field. Accessible and
jargon-free, the Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory provides lucid, concise explanations
of myriad approaches to literature that have arisen over the past forty years. Some 170 scholars
from around the world have contributed their expertise to this volume. Their work is organized into
three parts. In Part I, forty evaluative essays examine the historical and cultural context out of which
new schools of and approaches to literature arose. The essays also discuss the uses and limitations
of the various schools, and the key issues they address. Part II focuses on individual theorists. It
provides a more detailed picture of the network of scholars not always easily pigeonholed into the
categories of Part I. This second section analyses the individual achievements, as well as the
influence, of specific scholars, and places them in a larger critical context. Part III deals with the
vocabulary of literary theory. It identifies significant, complex terms, places them in context, and
explains their origins and use. Accessibility is a key feature of the work. By avoiding jargon,
providing mini-bibliographies, and cross-referencing throughout, Makaryk has provided an
indispensable tool for literary theorists and historians and for all scholars and students of
contemporary criticism and culture.

definition of grotesque in literature: The Grotesque in Art and Literature James Luther
Adams, Wilson Yates, 1997 The authors focus on the religious and theological significance of
grotesque imagery in art and literature, exploring the religious meaning of the grotesque and its
importance as a subject for theological inquiry.

definition of grotesque in literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.

definition of grotesque in literature: The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms Peter
Childs, Roger Fowler, 2006 Covering both established terminology as well as the specialist
vocabulary of modern theoretical schools, this is an indispensable guide to the principal terms and
concepts encountered in debates over literary studies in the twenty-first century.

definition of grotesque in literature: Flannery O'Connor R. Neil Scott, 2002

definition of grotesque in literature: Literature and the Grotesque Michael ]J. Meyer,
2023-04-12

definition of grotesque in literature: The Grotesque in Art and Literature Wolfgang Kayser,
1963

definition of grotesque in literature: The Companion to Southern Literature Joseph M.
Flora, Lucinda Hardwick MacKethan, 2001-11-01 Selected as an Outstanding Academic Title by
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Choice Selected as an Outstanding Reference Source by the Reference and User Services
Association of the American Library Association There are many anthologies of southern literature,
but this is the first companion. Neither a survey of masterpieces nor a biographical sourcebook, The
Companion to Southern Literature treats every conceivable topic found in southern writing from the
pre-Columbian era to the present, referencing specific works of all periods and genres. Top scholars
in their fields offer original definitions and examples of the concepts they know best, identifying the
themes, burning issues, historical personalities, beloved icons, and common or uncommon
stereotypes that have shaped the most significant regional literature in memory. Read the copious
offerings straight through in alphabetical order (Ancestor Worship, Blue-Collar Literature, Caves) or
skip randomly at whim (Guilt, The Grotesque, William Jefferson Clinton). Whatever approach you
take, The Companion’s authority, scope, and variety in tone and interpretation will prove a boon and
a delight. Explored here are literary embodiments of the Old South, New South, Solid South, Savage
South, Lazy South, and “Sahara of the Bozart.” As up-to-date as grit lit, K Mart fiction, and
postmodernism, and as old-fashioned as Puritanism, mules, and the tall tale, these five hundred
entries span a reach from Lady to Lesbian Literature. The volume includes an overview of every
southern state’s belletristic heritage while making it clear that the southern mind extends beyond
geographical boundaries to form an essential component of the American psyche. The South’s
lavishly rich literature provides the best means of understanding the region’s deepest nature, and
The Companion to Southern Literature will be an invaluable tool for those who take on that exciting
challenge. Description of Contents 500 lively, succinct articles on topics ranging from Abolition to
Yoknapatawpha 250 contributors, including scholars, writers, and poets 2 tables of contents —
alphabetical and subject — and a complete index A separate bibliography for most entries

definition of grotesque in literature: The Grotesque Philip Thomson, 2017-07-14 First
published in 1972, this book provides a helpful overview of the grotesque and its use in a number of
literary genres including novels, drama and poetry. After providing a historical summary of the term,
the book discusses the various defining aspects of the grotesque and its relationship to other terms
and modes of literature, such as satire, the comic and parody. The final chapter presents the
functions and purpose of the grotesque in literature. This book will be a useful resource for those
studying literary theory and literary works which include an element of the grotesque.

definition of grotesque in literature: The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms Chris
Baldick, 2015 Contains a fully updated A-Z guide to over 1,200 definitions of terms from the fields of
literary theory and criticism, rhetoric, versification and drama. Recommendations for further
reading are included.

definition of grotesque in literature: Carson McCullers Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of
Humanities Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a collection of critical essays on the works of Carson
McCullers.

definition of grotesque in literature: Techniques of Satire Emil A. Draitser, 2013-08-26 No
detailed description available for Techniques of Satire.

definition of grotesque in literature: Aesthetic Illusion Frederick Burwick, Walter Pape,
University of California (System). Humanities Research Institute, 1990 Keine ausfuhrliche
Beschreibung fur Aesthetic Illusion verfugbar.

definition of grotesque in literature: Encyclopedia of Italian Literary Studies: A-]
Gaetana Marrone, 2007 Publisher description

definition of grotesque in literature: Literary Theories in Praxis Shirley F. Staton, 1987
Literary Theories in Praxis analyzes the ways in which critical theories are transformed into literary
criticism and methodology. To demonstrate the application of this analysis, critical writings of
Roland Barthes, Harold Bloom, Cleanth Brooks, Jacques Derrida, Northrop Frye, Norman Holland,
Barbara Johnson, Jacques Lacan, Adrienne Rich, and Robert Scholes are examined in terms of the
primary critical stance each author employs—New Critical, phenomenological, archetypal,
structuralist/semiotic, sociological, psychoanalytic, reader-response, deconstructionist, or humanist.
The book is divided into nine sections, each with a prefatory essay explaining the critical stance



taken in the selections that follow and describing how theory becomes literary criticism. In a
headnote to each selection, Staton analyzes how the critic applies his or her critical methodology to
the subject literary work. Shirley F. Staton's introduction sketches the overall philosophical positions
and relationships among the various critical modes.

definition of grotesque in literature: Towards Creative Imagination in Victorian Literature
Aleksandra Piasecka, 2014-06-19 This book explores the concept of the creative imagination in Mid-
and Late Victorian England. In these times of transition, as the age of the Industrial Revolution was
regarded, aesthetic considerations became involved in the broader debate on the shape of the
modern world. Thus, the approach to the artistic imagination was closely connected with the shifting
beliefs concerning the essence of beauty, and the role of religion, not to mention attitudes towards
nature and society. These aspects defined the aims furthered by painters and poets alike and set the
direction for their artistic endeavours. Five people have been chosen as representatives of their time
in the discussion about artistic imagination: John Ruskin, William Morris, Dante Gabriel Rossetti,
Walter Pater and Arthur Symons. Accordingly, the material analysed to recreate the Victorian
understanding of the artistic faculties is of different kinds, and embraces not only critical essays
(Ruskin, Pater, Symons), but also belles-lettres: short stories (Morris) and poems (Rossetti, Symons).
In this manner, two positions complement each other: namely, the views of the theoreticians and
those of practitioners. The former attempted to discern and extract the quintessence of the artistic
powers on the basis of their observations and reflections, whereas the latter relied on their personal
experiences in this respect.

definition of grotesque in literature: The Peculiarity of Literature Jeffrey DeShell, 1997 If
literature is to survive as literature, it must be freed from its subjugation to other disciplines, other
concerns, and other projects. If Poe's fiction is to survive in any meaningful way, it must be liberated
from the critical tradition that sees nothing in it but confirmation of its own theories.

definition of grotesque in literature: A Dictionary of Modern Critical Terms Roger Fowler,
2016-09-19 This book, first published in 1987, differs from many other ‘dictionaries of criticism’ in
concentrating less on time-honoured rhetorical terms and more on conceptually flexible, powerful
terms. Each entry consists of not simply a dictionary definition but an essay exploring the history
and full significance of the term, and its possibilities in critical discourse. This title is an ideal basic
reference text for literature students of all levels.

definition of grotesque in literature: Horror Literature from Gothic to Post-Modern
Michele Brittany, Nicholas Diak, 2020-03-02 From shambling zombies to Gothic ghosts, horror has
entertained thrill-seeking readers for centuries. A versatile literary genre, it offers commentary on
societal issues, fresh insight into the everyday and moral tales disguised in haunting tropes and
grotesque acts, with many stories worthy of critical appraisal. This collection of new essays takes in
a range of topics, focusing on historic works such as Ann Radcliffe's Gaston de Blondeville (1826)
and modern novels including Max Brooks' World War Z. Other contributions examine weird fiction,
Stephen King, Richard Laymon, Indigenous Australian monster mythology and horror in picture
books for young children.

definition of grotesque in literature: On the Comic and Laughter Vladimir Propp,
2009-11-07 An extensive investigation of the forms and functions of the comic, this lively and
engaging English critical edition will be welcomed by those interested in laughter, comedy, folklore,
Russian literature, and specific authors such as Gogol, Pushkin, Chekhov, Rabelais, Moliére, and
Shakespeare. The direct, humorous, and provocative style of this work, which tackles the subject of
humour with a vast array of vivid examples encountered on every page, will certainly appeal to the
contemporary reader. Vladimir Propp takes various forms of laughter in literature and real life and
addresses questions such as the comic of similarity, the comic of difference, parody, duping,
incongruity, lying, ritual laughter, and carnival laughter. The author of the widely acclaimed
Morphology of the Folktale has written an original, comprehensive, and exciting study on how
humour works, and on everything you wanted to know about the genre, in a clear, approachable, and
insightful manner.
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Definition Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary DEFINITION meaning: 1 : an
explanation of the meaning of a word, phrase, etc. a statement that defines a word, phrase, etc.; 2 : a
statement that describes what something is

DEFINITION Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of DEFINITION is a
statement of the meaning of a word or word group or a sign or symbol. How to use definition in a
sentence

DEFINITION Definition & Meaning | Definition definition: the act of defining, or of making
something definite, distinct, or clear.. See examples of DEFINITION used in a sentence
DEFINITION | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary DEFINITION meaning: 1. a
statement that explains the meaning of a word or phrase: 2. a description of the features and. Learn
more

DEFINITION definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary A definition is a statement
giving the meaning of a word or expression, especially in a dictionary

definition - Wiktionary, the free dictionary definition (countable and uncountable, plural
definitions) (semantics, lexicography) A statement of the meaning of a word, word group, sign, or
symbol; especially, a dictionary

Definition - definition of definition by The Free Dictionary The act or process of stating a
precise meaning or significance; formulation of a meaning: The definition of terms is essential to any
successful scholarly study
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other items related to this book. https://www.jstor.org/stable/jj.23024840.4
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