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Course in General Linguistics Saussure: Exploring the Foundations of Modern Linguistics

course in general linguistics saussure is often regarded as one of the most influential
works in the field of linguistics. Originally compiled from the lectures of Ferdinand de
Saussure by his students after his death, this foundational text laid the groundwork for
many modern linguistic theories and continues to be pivotal for students and scholars
alike. If you're diving into linguistics, understanding Saussure’s ideas through this course
provides invaluable insight into how language functions as a structured system.

Understanding the Course in General Linguistics
Saussure

The course is not a traditional textbook written by Saussure himself but rather a
posthumous compilation of his lecture notes at the University of Geneva between 1906
and 1911. It encapsulates his revolutionary approach to language as a system of signs,
shifting the focus from historical linguistics to a more structural and synchronic
perspective.

Many linguistics students find that this text challenges their preconceptions about
language by emphasizing the relational nature of linguistic elements rather than their
individual meanings. Saussure’s course redefined how language is studied and opened the
path for structuralism, semiotics, and a variety of other critical linguistic frameworks.

The Key Concepts Introduced in Saussure’s Course

At the heart of the course are several core ideas that have shaped linguistic thought:

e Langue and Parole: Saussure distinguished between ‘langue’ (the abstract system
or structure of a language) and ‘parole’ (individual speech acts or usage). This
distinction encourages linguists to analyze the underlying rules rather than just
spoken or written instances.

e Signifier and Signified: Language is made up of signs, each consisting of two parts
— the ‘signifier’ (the sound pattern or written form) and the ‘signified’ (the concept
or meaning). This duality highlights that meaning is not inherent but constructed
through differences within the language system.

e Arbitrariness of the Sign: Saussure argued that the relationship between the
signifier and signified is arbitrary, meaning there is no natural connection between
the word and the concept it represents. This insight was crucial in understanding the
fluidity and variability of language.



e Synchrony vs. Diachrony: He introduced the idea that language should be studied
synchronically (at a particular point in time) rather than solely diachronically
(through historical development), which was the dominant method before his work.

These ideas revolutionized linguistics by shifting the focus from historical roots and
etymology to the functional and structural aspects of language as a living system.

Why the Course in General Linguistics Saussure
Matters Today

Saussure’s course remains a cornerstone in linguistic studies because it laid the
foundation for structuralism and influenced many other disciplines, including
anthropology, literary theory, and semiotics. Understanding this text equips students with
a conceptual framework that explains how language operates on a deeper level beyond
mere vocabulary and grammar.

For anyone interested in semiotics—the study of signs and symbols—Saussure’s insights
into the nature of the linguistic sign are indispensable. His approach helps clarify how
meaning is generated not only in language but also in culture and communication more
broadly.

Applying Saussure’s Theories in Modern Linguistics

When studying linguistics today, many theories and analytical methods trace their roots
back to Saussure’s course. For example:

e Structuralism: This movement uses Saussure’s concept of language as a system of
interrelated elements and applies it to various cultural phenomena.

e Pragmatics and Semantics: These branches of linguistics build upon the
distinction between signifier and signified to explore how context influences
meaning.

¢ Discourse Analysis: While focusing on language in use (parole), discourse analysts
often refer back to the structural principles Saussure outlined to understand
underlying patterns.

By revisiting Saussure’s foundational ideas, linguists can better grasp how language
functions as a dynamic and complex system rather than a fixed set of rules.



Tips for Navigating the Course in General
Linguistics Saussure

The text can be dense and abstract, especially for newcomers to linguistics. Here are some
helpful tips to make the most of studying Saussure’s course:

1. Focus on Core Terminology: Familiarize yourself with key terms like signifier,
signified, langue, and parole before diving deep. These concepts are the building
blocks for understanding the entire course.

2. Relate Theory to Examples: Try to connect Saussure’s abstract ideas to everyday
language use. For instance, think about how different words can represent similar
concepts or how meanings change depending on cultural context.

3. Use Secondary Sources: Since the course is based on lecture notes, consulting
commentaries and analyses by modern linguists can provide clarity and additional
perspectives.

4. Engage in Discussions: Talking about these ideas with peers or instructors can
help solidify your understanding and reveal nuances you might miss when reading
alone.

Approaching the course with patience and an open mind will enrich your comprehension
and appreciation of Saussure’s monumental contribution.

The Course’s Impact Beyond Linguistics

Saussure’s ideas did not remain confined to the study of language alone. His concept of
the sign influenced fields as diverse as philosophy, literary criticism, cultural studies, and
even psychology. The semiotic approach, which originated from his theories, examines
how meaning is constructed through signs and symbols in all forms of communication.

For example, in literary theory, Saussure’s structuralist ideas helped critics analyze texts
not just for content but for the relationships between elements within the text. Similarly,
cultural anthropologists use the course’s principles to decode rituals, myths, and social
structures as systems of signs.

This cross-disciplinary reach demonstrates the enduring relevance of the course in general
linguistics Saussure for understanding human communication in its broadest sense.

Why Study Saussure in a Linguistics Course?



If you're enrolled in a linguistics program or self-studying, taking a course focusing on
Saussure’s general linguistics is essential because:

It offers a historical perspective on how linguistic theory evolved.

It introduces analytical tools for dissecting language structure.

It prepares learners to engage critically with contemporary linguistic debates.

It enhances awareness of language as a social and cognitive phenomenon.

Many universities include this course or its content in introductory and advanced
linguistics curricula because Saussure’s insights form the backbone of modern linguistic
thought.

Embarking on a course in general linguistics Saussure is like unlocking a new lens
through which to view language—not just as a collection of words but as a vibrant,
interconnected system of signs. Whether you're a student, researcher, or language
enthusiast, engaging with Saussure’s work deepens your appreciation of how meaning is
constructed and communicated, enriching your understanding of the human experience
itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Ferdinand de Saussure and why is he
important in general linguistics?

Ferdinand de Saussure was a Swiss linguist whose ideas laid the foundation for many
developments in the study of language in the 20th century. He is considered the father of
modern linguistics and semiotics, particularly known for his theory of structuralism.

What is the central concept of Saussure's theory in
general linguistics?

The central concept of Saussure's theory is the idea of the linguistic sign, which consists of
the 'signifier' (sound pattern) and the 'signified' (concept). He emphasized the arbitrary
nature of the sign and the relational system of language.

How did Saussure distinguish between 'langue' and
'‘parole’?

Saussure distinguished 'langue' as the abstract, systematic set of rules and conventions of



a language (the language system), whereas 'parole' refers to the actual use of language in
concrete instances or speech acts by individuals.

What is structuralism according to Saussure's general
linguistics course?

Structuralism, based on Saussure's ideas, is an approach that analyzes language as a
system of interrelated elements. It focuses on understanding the underlying structures
that govern language rather than individual words or sounds in isolation.

How does Saussure's concept of the arbitrary nature of
the sign influence linguistics?

Saussure argued that there is no inherent or natural connection between the signifier
(sound/image) and the signified (concept); their relationship is arbitrary and established
by social convention. This challenges the idea that words have intrinsic meaning and shifts
focus to language as a system of differences.

What role does difference play in Saussure's linguistic
theory?

In Saussure's theory, meaning in language arises from differences between signs rather
than from any intrinsic value. Words gain meaning through their contrast with other
words within the language system.

How is Saussure's course on general linguistics relevant
to modern linguistic studies?

Saussure's course introduced foundational concepts such as structuralism, the
signifier/signified distinction, and the arbitrary nature of the sign. These ideas continue to
influence various fields including semiotics, literary theory, anthropology, and cognitive
science.

Where can one access Saussure's Course in General
Linguistics for study?

Saussure's Course in General Linguistics was compiled posthumously by his students and
is widely available in print and digital formats. It can be found through academic
bookstores, libraries, and online platforms such as Google Books or university
repositories.

Additional Resources

Course in General Linguistics Saussure: An In-Depth Exploration of Linguistic Foundations

Course in general linguistics Saussure stands as a pivotal work in the field of



linguistics, marking a fundamental shift in the study of language. Compiled posthumously
from Ferdinand de Saussure’s lecture notes by his students, this text laid the groundwork
for structuralism and modern linguistic theory. Exploring the intricacies of Saussure’s
ideas offers valuable insights into how language functions as a system and how meaning is
constructed, making it a critical subject for scholars, students, and enthusiasts of
linguistics alike.

Understanding the Course in General Linguistics

The Course in General Linguistics is not a conventional textbook authored directly by
Saussure but rather a reconstruction of his lectures delivered between 1906 and 1911 at
the University of Geneva. This distinction is important because it reflects the interpretive
nature of the text, which has been subject to various readings and debates. Nonetheless,
the course represents a comprehensive introduction to Saussure’s revolutionary approach
to language as a formal system rather than a mere collection of words and rules.

At its core, the course introduces several fundamental concepts that have influenced
linguistic thought for over a century. Saussure’s insistence on the relational nature of
language—where linguistic units gain meaning only through their differences from other
units—challenges earlier perspectives that viewed language as a direct reflection of
reality. This paradigm shift underlines the structuralist approach, emphasizing the
interdependence of elements within a language system.

Key Concepts Introduced in the Course

Saussure’s course delves into several foundational ideas that continue to resonate in
linguistics and related fields:

e Langue and Parole: Distinguishing between the abstract system of language
(langue) and the concrete instances of speech (parole), Saussure emphasized the
importance of studying langue to understand language structure.

e Sign, Signifier, and Signified: Language signs consist of the signifier (sound
pattern or form) and the signified (concept). Saussure’s semiotic model highlights
the arbitrary nature of this relationship, meaning there is no inherent connection
between the word and its meaning.

e Synchronic vs. Diachronic Analysis: The course advocates for a synchronic
approach—studying language at a particular point in time—over diachronic studies
that focus on historical development, thereby shifting linguistic focus toward
structural analysis.

e Value and Difference: Meaning in language arises from the differences between
signs rather than intrinsic properties, emphasizing relational identity within the
system.



The Impact of Saussure’s Course on Linguistic
Theory

The importance of the Course in General Linguistics extends far beyond its immediate
academic context, influencing a broad spectrum of disciplines including anthropology,
literary theory, and philosophy. Saussure’s framework laid the foundations for
structuralism, which dominated mid-20th-century thought and paved the way for post-
structuralism and semiotics.

His ideas about the arbitrariness of the sign and the relational nature of meaning
introduced a new lens through which to analyze communication, culture, and cognition.
Unlike earlier linguistic traditions that prioritized etymology or phonetics, Saussure’s
systemic approach highlighted language as a dynamic, interrelated network where each
element’s identity depends on its position within the whole.

Comparative Perspectives: Saussure vs. Traditional
Linguistics

While traditional linguistics often focused on the diachronic evolution of language and
prescriptive grammar rules, Saussure’s course disrupted these conventions by prioritizing:

1. Structural Relations: Emphasizing the system and structure over isolated elements
or historical lineage.

2. Abstract Systems: Introducing langue as an abstract, collective system as opposed
to individual speech acts (parole).

3. Semiotics: Proposing the linguistic sign as a two-part entity (signifier and signified),
which was a foundational concept for modern semiotics.

This contrast not only expanded the scope of linguistic inquiry but also encouraged
interdisciplinary approaches, positioning language as a cultural and cognitive
phenomenon rather than a mere tool for communication.

Relevance of the Course in Modern Linguistics
Education

Today, the Course in General Linguistics remains essential reading in many linguistics
programs around the world. Its concepts underpin contemporary theories ranging from



phonology and morphology to discourse analysis and computational linguistics. For
students and scholars, engaging with Saussure’s work facilitates a deeper understanding
of language’s structural complexity and its sociocultural dimensions.

Furthermore, the course’s influence extends into applied linguistics, where understanding
the arbitrary nature of linguistic signs aids in language teaching, translation, and artificial
intelligence applications. By framing language as a system of differences, educators and

researchers can better appreciate the nuances of meaning-making and communication
processes.

Pros and Cons of Studying Saussure’s Course

e Pros:
o Provides foundational knowledge critical for linguistic theory and semiotics.
o Encourages analytical thinking about language structure and function.

o Supports interdisciplinary research across humanities and social sciences.

e Cons:
o Textual reconstruction may lead to interpretive ambiguities.

o Some concepts may appear abstract or challenging without supplementary
context.

o Focus on synchronic analysis may overlook historical language change
important in some linguistic subfields.

Exploring Course in General Linguistics Saussure
Through Contemporary Lenses

Modern linguistics has both built upon and critiqued Saussure’s foundational work. For
example, while the synchronic approach is invaluable for structural analysis, many
linguists argue for the complementary importance of diachronic studies to fully capture
language evolution. Similarly, post-structuralist theorists have questioned the stability of
meanings within linguistic systems, expanding the conversation initiated by Saussure.

Moreover, advances in cognitive science and neurolinguistics have introduced new



dimensions to understanding language mechanisms, inviting reinterpretation of
Saussure’s concepts in light of brain function and language acquisition research.
Nonetheless, the course’s emphasis on relational systems and semiotics remains a
touchstone for these ongoing inquiries.

Integrating Saussure’s Course in Linguistic Curriculum

Academic programs that incorporate the course typically do so through:

e Core modules on linguistic theory and semiotics.
e Seminars analyzing the historical context and evolution of linguistic thought.

e Comparative studies relating Saussure’s ideas to other theorists like Noam Chomsky
or Roman Jakobson.

e Application projects linking linguistic structures to cultural and communicative
phenomena.

This integration ensures that students not only grasp the theoretical underpinnings but
also appreciate the practical implications of Saussure’s insights.

The Course in General Linguistics Saussure continues to be a cornerstone in
understanding the mechanics of language. Its enduring relevance is a testament to
Saussure’s visionary approach, which transformed linguistics from a descriptive discipline
into a rigorous science of signs and systems. As language continues to evolve in a
globalized and digital age, revisiting Saussure’s ideas offers timeless tools for unraveling
the complexities of human communication.

Course In General Linguistics Saussure

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand de Saussure,
2011-06-28 The founder of modern linguistics, Ferdinand de Saussure inaugurated semiology,
structuralism, and deconstruction and made possible the work of Jacques Derrida, Roland Barthes,
Michel Foucault, and Jacques Lacan, thus enabling the development of French feminism, gender
studies, New Historicism, and postcolonialism. Based on Saussure's lectures, Course in General
Linguistics (1916) traces the rise and fall of the historical linguistics in which Saussure was trained,
the synchronic or structural linguistics with which he replaced it, and the new look of diachronic
linguistics that followed this change. Most important, Saussure presents the principles of a new
linguistic science that includes the invention of semiology, or the theory of the signifier, the
signified, and the sign that they combine to produce. This is the first critical edition of Course in
General Linguistics to appear in English and restores Wade Baskin's original translation of 1959, in
which the terms signifier and signified are introduced into English in this precise way. Baskin
renders Saussure clearly and accessibly, allowing readers to experience his shift of the theory of


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-097/course-in-general-linguistics-saussure.pdf

reference from mimesis to performance and his expansion of poetics to include all media, including
the life sciences and environmentalism. An introduction situates Saussure within the history of ideas
and describes the history of scholarship that made Course in General Linguistics legendary. New
endnotes enlarge Saussure's contexts to include literary criticism, cultural studies, and philosophy.

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand de Saussure,
2013-10-10 Ferdinand de Saussure is commonly regarded as one of the fathers of 20th Century
Linguistics. His lectures, posthumously published as the Course in General Linguistics ushered in
the structuralist mode which marked a key turning point in modern thought. Philosophers such as
Jacques Derrida and Roland Barthes, psychoanalysts such as Jacques Lacan, the anthropologist
ClaudeLevi-Strauss and linguists such as Noam Chomsky all found an important influence for their
work in the pages of Saussure's text. Published 100 years after Saussure's death, this new edition of
Roy Harris's authoritative translation is now available in the Bloomsbury Revelations series with a
substantial new introduction exploring Saussure's contemporary influence and importance.

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics la Ferdinand,
1986-06-01 The Cours de linguistique generale, reconstructed from students' notes after Saussure's
death in 1913, founded modern linguistic theory by breaking the study of language free from a
merely historical and comparativist approach. Saussure's new method, now known as Structuralism,
has since been applied to such diverse areas as art, architecture, folklore, literary criticism, and
philosophy.

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand de Saussure,
Albert Riedlinger, 1983

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand de Saussure,
1964

course in general linguistics saussure: An Analysis of Ferdinand de Saussure's Course in
General Linguistics Laura E.B. Key, Brittany Pheiffer Noble, 2017-07-05 Ferdinand de Saussure’s
Course in General Linguistics is one of the most influential texts of the 20th-century - an astonishing
feat for what is, at heart, a series of deeply technical lectures about the structure of human
languages. What the Course’s vast influence shows, fundamentally, is the power of good
interpretative skills. The interpretative tasks of laying down and clarifying definitions are often vital
to providing the logical framework for all kinds of critical thinking - whether it be solving problems
in business, or esoteric academic research. At the time sat which Saussure gave his lectures,
linguistics was a scattered and inconsistent field, without a unified method or rigorous approach. He
aimed to change that by setting down and clarifying definitions and distinctions that would provide a
coherent methodological framework for the study of language. The terms laid down in the Course
did exactly that - and they still make up the core of linguistic terminology a full century later. More
than this, however, Saussure also highlighted the centrality of linguistic interpretation to
understanding how we relate to the world, founding “semiotics”, or the study of signs - a field whose
influence on academics across the humanities and social sciences is unparalleled.

course in general linguistics saussure: Writings in General Linguistics Ferdinand de
Saussure, 2006 Ferdinand de Saussure's Cours de linguistique générale was posthumously
composed by his students from the notes they had made at his lectures. The book became one of the
most influential works of the twentieth century, giving direction to modern linguistics and
inspiration to literary and cultural theory. Before he died Saussure told friends he was writing up the
lectures himself but no evidence of this was found. Eighty years later in 1996 a manuscript in
Saussure's hand was discovered in the orangerie of his family house in Geneva. This proved to be the
missing original of the great work. It is published now in English for the first time in an edition
edited by Simon Bouquet and Rudolf Engler, and translated and introduced by Carol Sanders and
Matthew Pires, all leading Saussure scholars. The book includes an earlier discovered manuscript on
the philosophy of language, Saussure's own notes for lectures, and a comprehensive bibliography of
major work on Saussure from 1970 to 2004. It is remarkable that for eighty years the understanding
of Saussure's thought has depended on an incomplete and non-definitive text, the sometimes



aphoristic formulations of which gave rise to many creative interpretations and arguments for and
against Saussure. Did he, or did he not, see language as a-social and a-historical? Did he, or did he
not, rule out the study of speech within linguistics? Was he a reductionist? These disputes and many
others can now be resolved on basis of the work now published. This reveals new depth and subtetly
in Saussure's thoughts on the nature and complex workings of language, particularly his famous
binary oppositions between form and meaning, the sign and what is signified, and language (langue)
and its performance (parole).

course in general linguistics saussure: About "Course in General Linguistics" by Ferdinand
de Saussure Mahrukh Baig, 2010-07-01 Essay aus dem Jahr 2010 im Fachbereich Anglistik -
Linguistik, , Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: This article aims at analyzing the relationship of a signifier
with its signified. A linguistic sign should not be viewed merely as a static unit in a synchronic
system, but also as a dynamic entity in a real social discourse. A massive amount of meanings have
been given to each word in dictionaries of world languages, however, every word presents its true
meaning in the particular verbal or nonverbal context in which it appears. This is because of the
interaction among the members of a society that old lexical items are constantly being replaced by
newly coined words. Thus, an individual thing, whether it is a sign/word or a text, achieves value and
meaning based on where it is being applied and it is through this active use of living sign that we
keep on adapting to an ever changing world.

course in general linguistics saussure: Saussure's Third Course of Lectures on General
Linguistics (1910-1911) R. Harris, E. Komatsu, 2014-05-23 The notes taken by Saussure's student
Emile Constantin were not available to the editors of the published Cours de linguistique générale
(1916), and came to light only after the second world war. They have never been published in their
entirety.The third and last course of lectures, of which Constantin kept this very full record, is
generally considered to represent a more advanced version of Saussure's teaching than the earlier
two. It is clear that Constantin's notebooks offer a text which differs in a number of significant
respects from the Cours published by Saussure's original editors, and bring forward ideas which do
not emerge in the 1916 publication. They constitute unique evidence concerning the final stages of
Saussure's thinking about language.This edition of the notes is accompanied by an introduction and
a full English translation of the text. There has been no attempt made by Komatsu and Harris, to
turn the English into readable prose. Constantin's notes, even as revised by their author, retain the
infelicities, repetitions, abruptness - occasionally incoherences - that betray the circumstances of
their origin.The volume constitutes an important landmark in the history of modern linguistics and
provides essential documentation for all scholars and libraries specializing in the subject.

course in general linguistics saussure: Saussure’s Linguistics, Structuralism, and
Phenomenology Beata Stawarska, 2020-04-23 This is the first English-language guidebook geared at
an interdisciplinary audience that reflects relevant scholarly developments related to the legacy and
legitimacy of Ferdinand de Saussure's Course in General Linguistics (1916) today. It critically
assesses the relation between materials from the Course and from the linguist’s Nachlass (works
unpublished or even unknown at Saussure’s death, some of them recently discovered). This book
pays close attention to the set of oppositional pairings: the signifier and the signified, la langue
(language system) and la parole (speech), and synchrony and diachrony, that became the hallmark of
structuralism across the humanities. Sometimes referred to as the “Saussurean doctrine,” this
hierarchical conceptual apparatus becomes revised in favor of a horizontal set of relations, which
co-involves speaking subjects and linguistic structures. This book documents the continued
relevance of Saussure’s linguistics in the 21st Century, and it sheds light on its legacy within
structuralism and phenomenology. The reader can consult the book on its own, or in tandem with
the 1916 Course.

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand De Saussure
Charles Bally, Albert Sechehaye, 1959

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Restoration, Ferdinand
de Saussure, 1959-01-31 Course in General Linguistics by Ferdinand de Saussure, first published in



1959, is a rare manuscript, the original residing in one of the great libraries of the world. This book
is a reproduction of that original, which has been scanned and cleaned by state-of-the-art publishing
tools for better readability and enhanced appreciation. Restoration Editors' mission is to bring long
out of print manuscripts back to life. Some smudges, annotations or unclear text may still exist, due
to permanent damage to the original work. We believe the literary significance of the text justifies
offering this reproduction, allowing a new generation to appreciate it.

course in general linguistics saussure: F. De Saussure F. De Saussure, 1983

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics (Classic Reprint)
Ferdinand de Saussure, 2016-07-22 Excerpt from Course in General Linguistics Few other figures in
the history of the science of language have commanded such lasting respect and inspired such
varied accomplishments as Ferdinand de Saussure. Leonard Bloomfield justly credited the emi

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics Ferdinand de Saussure,
Albert Sechehaye, Albert Reidlinger, 1974 Ferdinand De Saussure died in 1913 with his masterpiece
still unwritten: it was not until that 1916 that a text was reconstructed and published from his
students’ notes. Since then, De Saussure has been recognized as not only the founder of modern
linguistics but a formative influence on the development of 20th-century thought. A classic of
intellectual discovery, Course In General Linguistics defines the distinctions that have provided the
basis for all subsequent linguistic studies. In his introduction specially written for this edition,
Jonathan Culler writes: Saussure helps us to understand the role played by distinctions which
structure our world and the systems by which man becomes homo significans: a creature who gives
things meanings.

course in general linguistics saussure: Ferdinand de Saussure's Course in General
Linguistics , 1956

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in General Linguistics F. de Saussure,
1972

course in general linguistics saussure: COURSE IN GENERAL LINGUISTICS FERDINAND
DE. SAUSSURE, 2018

course in general linguistics saussure: Course in general linguistics Ferdinand de
Saussure, Charles Bally, Charles Albert Sechehaye, 1978

course in general linguistics saussure: General Linguistics Francis P. Dinneen, 1995 A
comprehensive overview of the development of language studies from the ancient Greeks through
modern theorists, this book focuses on determining what the enduring issues in linguistics are, what
concepts have changed, and why. Francis P. Dinneen, S]J, defines the basic terminology of the
discipline as well as different linguistic theories, and he frequently compares underlying
assumptions in contemporaneous science and linguistics. General Linguistics traces the history of
linguistics from ancient Greek works on grammar and rhetoric through the medieval roots of
traditional grammar and its assumption that there is a norm for correct speech. Dinneen marks the
beginning of modern linguistics with Saussure's concept of an autonomous linguistic structure
independent of socially imposed norms, and he details the theoretical contributions of Sapir,
Bloomfield, Hjelmslev, Chomsky, Pike, and others. Dinneen considers the relative merits of the
different theories and models, evaluating their claims and shortcomings. A thorough introduction to
linguistics for newcomers to the field, this book will also be valuable to linguists, psychologists,
philosophers, and historians of science for its evaluations of major theoretical concepts in light of
enduring issues and problems in language studies.
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