chick corea now he sings now he sobs

Chick Corea Now He Sings Now He Sobs: A Timeless Jazz Masterpiece

chick corea now he sings now he sobs is more than just an album title; it
represents a pivotal moment in jazz history that continues to inspire
musicians and listeners alike. Released in 1968, this iconic work by pianist
Chick Corea captures the essence of jazz innovation, emotional depth, and
technical brilliance. Whether you're a longtime jazz aficionado or just
beginning to explore the genre, understanding the significance of "Now He
Sings, Now He Sobs" offers a fascinating glimpse into the artistry of one of
jazz's greatest pianists.

The Story Behind "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs"

Chick Corea's "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" was recorded during a time when
jazz was evolving rapidly. Corea, known for his lyrical playing and
adventurous spirit, crafted this album to showcase his unique approach to
improvisation and composition. The title itself suggests a duality—singing
and sobbing—that reflects the emotional range embedded in the music.

The Context of the Late 1960s Jazz Scene

In the late 1960s, jazz was undergoing a transformation. The traditional
boundaries were being pushed by artists exploring modal jazz, free jazz, and
fusion. Chick Corea stood at the forefront of this movement. His work on this
album blends post-bop sensibilities with avant-garde experimentation, making
it a landmark release that resonates with the complexities of the era.

Recording and Production Details

Recorded in August 1968 for the Atlantic label, "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs"
features a trio with Miroslav Vitous on bass and Roy Haynes on drums. The
chemistry among these musicians is palpable, driving the album’s dynamic
interplay and spontaneous creativity. The production captures the intimacy of
the trio format, allowing each instrument to shine while maintaining a
cohesive sound.

Exploring the Musical Brilliance of Chick Corea

Chick Corea’'s piano work on this album is both technically impressive and
deeply expressive. His ability to balance complex harmonic structures with
melodic clarity is a hallmark of his style, making "Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs" a masterclass in Jjazz piano.



Innovative Compositions and Improvisation

The album’s compositions stand out for their innovative use of rhythm and
harmony. Pieces like the title track "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" demonstrate
Corea’s skill in weaving intricate motifs with improvisational freedom. His
playing moves effortlessly between lyrical passages and intense, percussive
bursts, reflecting the emotional highs and lows suggested by the album’s
name.

Interaction Within the Trio

One of the defining characteristics of this album is the interplay between
Corea, Vitous, and Haynes. The trio format allows for intimate communication,
and their conversations through music feel spontaneous and genuine. Vitous’
fluid bass lines complement Corea’s piano, while Haynes’ dynamic drumming
adds texture and drive, elevating the overall performance.

Why "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its release, "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" continues to captivate
audiences and influence jazz musicians worldwide. Its timeless appeal lies in
its combination of emotional depth, technical prowess, and innovative spirit.

Influence on Jazz Pianists and Musicians

Many contemporary Jjazz pianists cite this album as a major influence. Chick
Corea’s approach to harmony and rhythm opened doors for future explorations
in jazz fusion and beyond. The album serves as a blueprint for combining
accessibility with complexity, inspiring musicians to push their creative
boundaries.

Listening Tips for Newcomers

If you're new to jazz or Chick Corea’s work, here are a few tips to enhance
your listening experience:

e Focus on the interplay between instruments; notice how the trio responds
to each other's ideas.

e Pay attention to the dynamic shifts—how the music moves from soft,
reflective moments to energetic bursts.

e Try listening multiple times to catch the subtle improvisational
nuances.

e Explore the historical context to better appreciate the album’s
groundbreaking nature.



Legacy and Continued Appreciation

"Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" is more than a snapshot of a particular moment in
jazz; it’s a living work that continues to inspire and challenge. Chick
Corea’s legacy as a pioneering pianist is inextricably linked to this album,
which showcases his ability to blend technical mastery with heartfelt
expression.

Reissues and Remastered Versions

Over the years, the album has been reissued in various formats, including
remastered editions that enhance the audio quality. These releases have
introduced the album to new generations, ensuring that its influence endures.

Live Performances and Tributes

Chick Corea revisited many of the album’s compositions in live settings
throughout his career, often expanding on their themes. Tributes by other
musicians also highlight the album’s lasting impact within the jazz
community.

Immersing yourself in "chick corea now he sings now he sobs" is like
embarking on a journey through the rich landscape of jazz innovation and
emotion. Whether you’re analyzing its intricate compositions or simply
enjoying its soulful melodies, this album remains a shining example of Chick
Corea’s genius and the transformative power of jazz music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' by Chick Corea?

'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' is a solo piano album by jazz pianist Chick
Corea, released in 1968. It is considered one of his most influential works
and showcases his virtuosic improvisational skills.

When was 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' recorded and
released?

'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' was recorded on July 10, 1968, and released later
that year. It marked one of Chick Corea's early solo projects.

What musical style is featured in 'Now He Sings, Now
He Sobs'?

The album features a blend of post-bop jazz with avant-garde and modal
influences, highlighting Chick Corea's innovative approach to solo piano
performance.



Why is 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' considered a
landmark album in Chick Corea's career?

It is considered a landmark because it showcased Corea's technical mastery
and compositional creativity, influencing many jazz pianists and helping
establish his reputation as a leading figure in modern Jjazz.

Are there any notable tracks on 'Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs'?

Yes, notable tracks include the title track 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs,'
'Matrix, ' and 'Windows,' each demonstrating Corea's dynamic range and
inventiveness.

Has 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' been reissued or
remastered?

Yes, the album has been reissued several times with remastered sound quality,
including deluxe editions featuring alternate takes and bonus material for
fans and collectors.

How did 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' influence jazz
music and musicians?

The album influenced jazz by pushing the boundaries of solo piano jazz
performance, inspiring musicians to explore more spontaneous and expressive
improvisation techniques.

Additional Resources

Chick Corea Now He Sings Now He Sobs: A Timeless Jazz Masterpiece Explored

chick corea now he sings now he sobs stands as one of the seminal works in
the jazz fusion and post-bop canon. Released in 1968, this album marked a
pivotal moment in the career of pianist Chick Corea, showcasing his
innovative approach to composition and improvisation. The record’s blend of
intricate melodies, harmonic sophistication, and emotive expression has
ensured its enduring relevance in the landscape of jazz music. For
enthusiasts and newcomers alike, understanding the nuances of "Now He Sings,
Now He Sobs" offers insight into both Corea’s artistic evolution and the
broader shifts in jazz during the late 1960s.

Contextualizing Chick Corea’s Breakthrough

By the time "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" was recorded, Chick Corea had already
established himself as a formidable force on the jazz scene. Having played
with legends like Miles Davis and Stan Getz, Corea was increasingly exploring
new musical territories. The album captured the pianist in a trio setting
with bassist Miroslav Vitous$ and drummer Roy Haynes, a configuration that
allowed for both rhythmic flexibility and harmonic exploration.

This record emerged during a period when jazz was undergoing significant



transformations. The late 1960s saw the rise of avant—-garde Jjazz, modal
experimentation, and the early fusion movement. Against this backdrop,
Corea’s album offered a distinct voice—rooted in post-bop traditions but
unafraid to integrate freer forms and complex structures.

Musical Composition and Style

"Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" is notable for its intricate compositions and
dynamic interplay among the trio members. The title track exemplifies Corea’s
ability to balance lyrical expressiveness with technical prowess. The piece
opens with a contemplative piano motif that gradually unfolds into a tapestry
of shifting rhythms and harmonies, reflecting the duality implied by the
title—moments of singing contrasted with moments of sobbing.

Corea’s compositional style on this album leans heavily on modal frameworks,
which provide a spacious harmonic canvas for improvisation. Unlike
traditional bebop tunes anchored in chord progressions, modal jazz allows
extended exploration of scales and tonal centers, a technique Corea employs
with finesse. This approach aligns him with contemporaries such as Herbie
Hancock and McCoy Tyner, who were also pushing the boundaries of jazz
harmony.

Instrumentation and Trio Dynamics

The trio formation is central to the album’s character. Miroslav VitouS$'s
bass work is both melodic and rhythmically agile, complementing Corea’s
pianism without overshadowing it. Vitous, a Czech bassist known for his
lyrical sensibility, brings a European classical influence that enriches the
textural depth of the recordings. Meanwhile, Roy Haynes’s drumming injects
vitality and subtlety, adeptly navigating the shifting moods of each piece.

The interaction among these three musicians exemplifies the essence of jazz
as a conversational art form. Their spontaneous exchanges create a sense of
immediacy and emotional intensity, making each track a unique experience.
This chemistry is one of the reasons "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" remains a
benchmark in piano trio recordings.

Significance in Chick Corea’s Career and Jazz
History

"Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" was Corea’s first album as a leader on the Blue
Note label, a prestigious imprint known for its catalog of groundbreaking
jazz records. The album’s critical and commercial success helped solidify
Corea’s reputation as a leading innovator. It also prefigured many elements
that would later define his work with Return to Forever and other fusion
projects.

From a historical perspective, the album bridges traditional acoustic Jjazz
and the burgeoning fusion movement. Corea’s technique and compositional
vision paved the way for more experimental and genre-blending endeavors. The
record’s balance between structured composition and free improvisation
remains influential, inspiring countless pianists and jazz ensembles.



Track Highlights and Analytical Insights

Among the album’s seven tracks, several stand out for their compositional
ingenuity and emotive power:

e "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs": The title track is a masterclass in
thematic development and dynamic contrast. Its shifting tempo and mood
shifts embody the emotional duality suggested by the name.

e "Matrix": This piece features a complex rhythmic structure and showcases
Corea’s agility in navigating challenging time signatures.

e "Windows": A lyrical ballad, "Windows" emphasizes melodic clarity and
harmonic warmth, highlighting Corea’s capacity for expressive phrasing.

Each composition reveals different facets of Corea’s artistry, from cerebral
complexity to heartfelt lyricism.

Production Quality and Sound Engineering

Recorded at Van Gelder Studio with engineer Rudy Van Gelder, a legendary
figure in jazz recording, "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" benefits from crystal-
clear sound quality and balanced mixing. Van Gelder’s expertise ensured that
every nuance of the piano, bass, and drums was captured with precision. The
natural acoustics of the studio space contribute to the intimate atmosphere
of the album, enhancing listener engagement.

The analog warmth and dynamic range of the original recording remain prized
among audiophiles and collectors. Subsequent remastered editions have sought
to preserve these sonic qualities while improving clarity for modern playback
systems.

Comparisons to Other Jazz Piano Trios

When placed alongside other landmark piano trio albums, "Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs" holds a distinctive position. For example:

e Bill Evans' "Sunday at the Village Vanguard" emphasizes subtle
interaction and lyrical introspection.

e Keith Jarrett’s "The K&ln Concert"” leans into extended solo
improvisation and emotive storytelling.

e Herbie Hancock’s "Maiden Voyage" explores modal jazz with a strong
compositional backbone.

Corea’s album combines elements of these approaches but stands out for its
rhythmic daring and harmonic experimentation, blending accessibility with



complexity.

Legacy and Influence

Over five decades after its release, "Now He Sings, Now He Sobs" continues to
be a reference point for jazz musicians and educators. It represents a
synthesis of tradition and innovation, demonstrating how acoustic jazz can
evolve while retaining emotional depth. The album’s influence extends beyond
jazz into contemporary instrumental music, inspiring artists across genres.

Chick Corea’s ability to convey both joy and melancholy through his playing
on this record exemplifies the power of jazz as a universal language. The
album invites listeners to engage deeply with the music’s textures and moods,
offering fresh discoveries with each listen.

In summary, "chick corea now he sings now he sobs" is more than a
historically significant album; it is a living work of art that continues to
resonate within the jazz community and beyond. Its combination of technical
mastery, emotional range, and innovative spirit ensures its place in the
pantheon of jazz classics.

Chick Corea Now He Sings Now He Sobs

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Now He Sings, Now He Sobs (1968) de Chick Corea
Ludovic Florin, 2024-09-25 Pour nombre d’acteurs du champ jazzistique, Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs redéfinit les critéres d’excellence de la pratique du jazz en trio avec piano. Rarement,
cependant, ce commentaire s’accompagne d'une argumentation. Il est ici avancé que la réussite de
cet album repose sur la conjugaison de plusieurs facteurs : les compétences et expériences des
protagonistes sur une palette de styles musicaux extrémement large ; les circonstances de création
(deux des trois musiciens n’avaient jamais joué ensemble) ; la trés bonne interaction résultant de la
compatibilité des langages personnels de trois fortes individualités ; un répertoire qui équilibre
reprises de standards, compositions personnelles, et improvisations libres. Soit une synthese de
toutes les tendances du jazz des années 1960, ce qui explique - en plus du travail de production
(concept-album, diffusion, réédition, visibilité grandissante de Chick Corea avec les années, etc.) -
pourquoi ce disque a continué (et continue) d’exercer une influence sur plusieurs générations
consécutives de musiciens-auditeurs.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Creative Jazz Improvisation Scott Reeves, Tom Walsh,
2022-08-19 The leading textbook in jazz improvisation, Creative Jazz Improvisation, Fifth Edition
represents a compendium of knowledge and practice resources for the university classroom, suitable
for all musicians looking to develop and sharpen their soloing skills. Logically organized and guided
by a philosophy that encourages creativity, this book presents practical advice beyond the
theoretical, featuring exercises in twelve keys, ear training and keyboard drills, a comprehensive
catalog of relevant songs to learn, and a wide range of solo transcriptions, each transposed for C,
Bb, Eb, and bass clef instruments. Chapters highlight discussions of jazz theory - covering topics
such as major scale modes, forms, chord substitutions, melodic minor modes, diminished and
whole-tone modes, pentatonic scales, intervallic improvisation, free improvisation, and more - while
featuring updated content throughout on the nuts and bolts of learning to improvise. New to the
Fifth Edition: Co-author Tom Walsh Additional solo transcriptions featuring the work of female and
Latino jazz artists A new chapter, “Odd Meters” A robust companion website featuring additional


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-097/chick-corea-now-he-sings-now-he-sobs.pdf

exercises, ear training, play-along tracks, tunes, call and response tracks, keyboard voicings, and
transcriptions, alongside Spotify and YouTube links to many of the featured solos Rooted in an
understanding that there is no one right way to learn jazz, Creative Jazz Improvisation, Fifth Edition
explores the means and methods for developing one’s jazz vocabulary and improvisational
techniques.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Postbop Jazz in the 1960s Keith Waters, 2019 Postbop
Jazz in the 1960s shows innovations in postbop composition of the 1960s at the hands of jazz
composers such as Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock, Chick Corea, among others. The book develops
analytical pathways through a number of compositions, many of them well-known jazz compositions.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: The Miles Davis Lost Quintet and Other
Revolutionary Ensembles Bob Gluck, 2022-12-22 Uncover[s] the inner creative method in a band
that was literally reinventing their music on a gig-by-gig basis . . . a compelling narrative. — All
About Jazz Miles Davis's Bitches Brew is one of the most iconic albums in American music, the
preeminent landmark and fertile seedbed of jazz-fusion. Fans have been fortunate in recent years to
gain access to Davis's live recordings from this time, when he was working with an ensemble that
has come to be known as the Lost Quintet. In this book, jazz historian and musician Bob Gluck
explores the performances of this revolutionary group—Davis's first electric band—to illuminate the
thinking of one of our rarest geniuses and, by extension, the extraordinary transition in American
music that he and his fellow players ushered in. Gluck listens deeply to the uneasy tension between
this group's driving rhythmic groove and the sonic and structural openness, surprise, and
experimentation they were always pushing toward. There he hears—and outlines—a fascinating web
of musical interconnection that brings Davis's funk-inflected sensibilities into conversation with the
avant-garde worlds that players like Ornette Coleman and John Coltrane were developing. Going on
to analyze the little-known experimental groups Circle and the Revolutionary Ensemble, Gluck traces
deep resonances across a commercial gap between the celebrity Miles Davis and his less famous but
profoundly innovative peers. The result is a deeply attuned look at a pivotal moment when
once-disparate worlds of American music came together in explosively creative combinations. In
discussion informed by interviews with many of the principals and by his own detailed analysis of
recordings, Gluck examines each group and its music in depth. — Choice A look at the profoundly
influential but hazily remembered period in the 1970s, after Miles went electric, when pretty much
everything was possible, and pretty much everything happened. — Brooklyn Rail

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Arranging & Composing (Revised) David Baker, This
professional manual lets you share the secrets of David Baker's success. Baker explains his practical
working techniques for piano trio, jazz quartet, four- and five-part writing, chord substitutions,
voicings, bass patterns and much more.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Jazz Guitar Technique Andrew Green, 2018-09-13
When improvising, what your mind hears is more often than not determined by what your body can
reproduce on your instrument. Much of your conception as an improviser is determined by your
technique. If you can't play certain types of ideas, you are simply not going to conceive of them while
you are improvising. Even if you could, it wouldn't matter, since you couldn't play them anyway. This
book presents serious chops-building technical studies for single note lines and chords. Plus, the
examples feature a lot of harmonic content. The material is written in standard notation.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Play Jazz, Blues, & Rock Piano by Ear Book
Three Andy Ostwald, 2015-04-22 This comprehensive introduction to jazz, blues, and rock piano will
offer easy-to- understand explanations of music theory, and guide you step by step as you develop
your skills. Above all, Piano by Ear will help you to explore and develop your ability to improvise.
Rather than focus on written notation, you'll learn to express yourself at the piano by relying on your
ear and on your own creative instincts. Book Three will acquaint you with a number of common
chord sequences, whichin turn, will help you to play literally thousands of songs. Click on 'Contents'
for more details. Only basic piano technique and basic music-reading skills areneeded. Online audio
available



chick corea now he sings now he sobs: The total jazz drummer Sunny Jain, 2007
Companion CD contains demonstration tracks keyed to exercises in the book.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: The Erskine Method for Drum Set Peter Erskine,
2004 Includes drumset basics, the grip, chart reading and interpretation, warm-up exercises and
over 300 beats to practise, complete charts to play along with the DVD and tips and instructions for
playing fills, comping, soloing, ensemble playing and using brushes. --book cover.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: JazzTimes , 2001-08 JazzTimes has been published
continuously since 1970 and is the recipient of numerous awards for journalisim and graphic design.
A large crossection of music afficionados and fans alike view JazzTimes as America's premier jazz
magazine.In addition to insightful profiles of emerging and iconic stars, each issue contains over 100
reviews of the latest CDs, Books and DVDs. Published ten times annually, JazzTimes provides
uncompromising coverage of the American jazz scene.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Drumset Essentials Vol. 2 Peter Erskine, 2002
Learn from the master! Drumset Essentials, Volume 2. World-famous performer and educator Peter
Erskine takes you step-by-step through fundamental concepts, techniques and exercises that will
greatly improve your drumming.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: The Essential Jazz Records: Modernism to
postmodernism Max Harrison, Charles Fox, Eric Thacker, Stuart Nicholson, 2000-01-01 Following
the same format as the acclaimed first volume, this selection of the best 250 modern jazz records
and CDs places each in its musical context and reviews it in depth. Additionally, full details of
personnel, recording dates, and locations are given. Indexes of album titles, track titles, and
musicians are included.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Elements of the jazz language for the developing
improvisor Jerry Coker, 1991 A comprehensive book on jazz analysis and improvisation. Elements
used in jazz improvisation are isolated for study: they are examined in recorded solos, suggestions
are made for using each element in the jazz language, and specific exercises are provided for
practicing the element.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Pentatonic Scales for Jazz Improvisation Ramon
Ricker, 1999-11-27 More than a pattern book, this lays out the theory behind the use of pentatonic
scales in jazz, and follows with transcribed solos and exercises. Still a favorite after 14 years, this
book has become a standard in the field.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Fourth Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1968

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Echoes of Swing: The 100 Greatest Jazz Musicians of
All Time Barney Dane, Step into the soulful world of jazz with Echoes of Swing: The 100 Greatest
Jazz Musicians of All Time. This comprehensive anthology celebrates the virtuosos who have shaped
the landscape of jazz, a genre that epitomizes creativity, freedom, and expression. From the
groundbreaking improvisations of Louis Armstrong and the sophisticated compositions of Duke
Ellington to the innovative harmonies of Miles Davis and the profound spirituals of John Coltrane,
this book captures the essence of jazz greatness. Each chapter offers an in-depth look at a different
musician, highlighting their unique contributions, technical brilliance, and the indelible impact they
have had on music history.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Keys to Immortality: The 100 Greatest Pianists of All
Time Barney Dane, Embark on an enchanting journey through the world of piano music with Keys to
Immortality: The 100 Greatest Pianists of All Time. This comprehensive anthology celebrates the
virtuosos who have left an indelible mark on the art of piano playing. From the genius of Ludwig van
Beethoven and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to the innovative brilliance of Frédéric Chopin and Franz
Liszt, and from the jazz mastery of Oscar Peterson and Bill Evans to the contemporary flair of Lang
Lang and Evgeny Kissin, this book captures the essence of piano greatness. Perfect for classical
music aficionados, jazz enthusiasts, and anyone who appreciates the profound artistry of piano
music, Keys to Immortality is a tribute to the pianists who have shaped the soundscapes of our lives.



Explore the timeless beauty, innovation, and passion of the 100 greatest pianists of all time.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1968

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: Weather Bird Gary Giddins, 2004-11-15 Weather
Bird, a brilliant companion volume to the critically acclaimed Visions of Jazz, offers a superb
collection of essays, reviews and articles. Gary Giddins brings together more than 140 pieces written
over a 14-year period. Highlights include an astute look at avant-garde music (Parajazz) and his
challenging essay, How Come Jazz Isn't Dead? which advances a theory about the way art is born,
exploited, celebrated, and sidelined to the museum.

chick corea now he sings now he sobs: The Cambridge Companion to Duke Ellington
Edward Green, 2015-01-08 Duke Ellington is widely held to be the greatest jazz composer and one of
the most significant cultural icons of the twentieth century. This comprehensive and accessible
Companion is the first collection of essays to survey, in depth, Ellington's career, music, and place in
popular culture. An international cast of authors includes renowned scholars, critics, composers, and
jazz musicians. Organized in three parts, the Companion first sets Ellington's life and work in
context, providing new information about his formative years, method of composing, interactions
with other musicians, and activities abroad; its second part gives a complete artistic biography of
Ellington; and the final section is a series of specific musical studies, including chapters on Ellington
and song-writing, the jazz piano, descriptive music, and the blues. Featuring a chronology of the
composer's life and major recordings, this book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in
Ellington's enduring artistic legacy.
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