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social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal interactions and
the influence of social environments on individual behavior. At its core,
social psychology seeks to understand how people think about, influence, and
relate to one another. It bridges the gap between psychology and sociology by
exploring how individual thoughts, feelings, and actions are shaped by the
presence, whether real or imagined, of others.

This fascinating discipline goes beyond mere observation of human behavior;
it delves into the underlying mechanisms that govern social interactions,
attitudes, and group dynamics. Whether you’re curious about why people
conform to social norms, how prejudice forms, or what drives cooperation and
conflict in groups, social psychology offers valuable insights. Let’s explore
this vibrant field further and uncover how it impacts our daily lives in
profound ways.

What Exactly Does Social Psychology Study?

Social psychology investigates a broad spectrum of phenomena related to how
individuals behave in social contexts. This includes interpersonal
relationships, social perception, group behavior, social influence, and
attitudes. The phrase "social psychology is a field that studies both
interpersonal" relationships and group-level processes highlights its dual
focus.

Interpersonal Relationships and Social Interaction

One of the primary areas of interest in social psychology is how people
interact on a one-on-one basis. This includes examining topics like:

- **Attraction and friendship:** What makes people like each other? How do
friendships and romantic relationships form and develop?
- **Communication:** How verbal and nonverbal cues influence understanding
and misunderstanding.
- **Conflict resolution:** How interpersonal conflicts arise and strategies
to resolve them effectively.
- **Social perception:** How we interpret others’ behaviors and intentions,
including biases and errors in judgment.



Understanding these processes can help improve communication skills, foster
empathy, and build stronger personal relationships.

Group Behavior and Social Influence

Social psychology is equally concerned with how groups affect individual
behavior and vice versa. This includes:

- **Conformity and obedience:** Why people comply with social norms or
authority figures, even when it conflicts with their personal beliefs.
- **Group dynamics:** How roles, leadership, and group decision-making impact
outcomes.
- **Social identity and intergroup relations:** How belonging to social
groups influences self-concept and can lead to in-group favoritism or out-
group prejudice.
- **Collective behavior:** How crowds, social movements, and mass behaviors
develop.

These insights are crucial in settings ranging from workplaces to political
campaigns, helping us understand the power of social context.

The Role of Social Cognition in Understanding
Human Behavior

A key concept in social psychology is social cognition — how people process,
store, and apply information about others and social situations. It involves
mental processes that influence how we perceive ourselves and others.

Attribution Theory: Decoding Why People Do What They
Do

Attribution theory explores how individuals explain the causes of behavior.
Are actions driven by internal traits or external circumstances? Social
psychologists study common biases such as:

- **Fundamental attribution error:** Overemphasizing personal traits while
underestimating situational factors.
- **Self-serving bias:** Attributing successes to oneself and failures to
external causes.

Understanding these biases can improve empathy and reduce misunderstandings
in social interactions.



Attitudes and Persuasion

Attitudes — our evaluations of people, objects, or ideas — play a vital role
in social behavior. Social psychology explores how attitudes form, change,
and influence behavior. Techniques of persuasion, such as the elaboration
likelihood model, explain how people are influenced either through thoughtful
consideration or superficial cues.

This research is widely applied in marketing, health campaigns, and political
communication to promote positive behavior change.

Applications of Social Psychology in Everyday
Life

Because social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal and
group dynamics, its findings have practical applications across various
domains.

Improving Workplace Relationships and Productivity

Understanding social psychology can help organizations foster cooperative
teams, manage conflicts, and enhance leadership effectiveness. For example:

- Encouraging open communication reduces misunderstandings.
- Recognizing the impact of groupthink can improve decision-making.
- Using knowledge of social influence to motivate employees ethically.

Enhancing Education and Learning Environments

Teachers and educators leverage social psychology to create inclusive
classrooms that promote positive social interactions. Concepts such as
stereotype threat and social facilitation inform strategies to boost student
confidence and performance.

Promoting Mental Health and Well-being

Many therapeutic approaches incorporate social psychological principles, such
as the importance of social support and understanding interpersonal patterns
in relationships. Social psychology also contributes to awareness campaigns
combating stigma around mental health.



Research Methods in Social Psychology

To investigate complex social behaviors, social psychologists employ a
variety of research methods, blending qualitative and quantitative
approaches.

Experiments: Controlled studies that manipulate variables to determine
cause-and-effect relationships.

Surveys and Questionnaires: Collecting self-reported data to understand
attitudes and beliefs across populations.

Observational Studies: Recording behavior in natural settings to gain
ecological validity.

Longitudinal Studies: Following participants over time to observe
changes in social behavior and attitudes.

These methods help build a robust and reliable understanding of social
psychological phenomena.

Why Social Psychology Matters in Our Connected
World

In today’s increasingly interconnected society, the insights provided by
social psychology are more relevant than ever. Social media, globalization,
and cultural diversity bring new challenges and opportunities for social
interaction. Recognizing that social psychology is a field that studies both
interpersonal and collective behavior helps us navigate these complexities.

By applying principles of empathy, social influence, and group dynamics, we
can foster more harmonious relationships, reduce prejudice, and build
communities that thrive on cooperation and understanding. Whether you’re a
student, professional, or simply someone interested in human nature,
appreciating the depth of social psychology enriches your perspective on the
social world around you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of social psychology in



studying interpersonal relationships?
Social psychology primarily focuses on how individuals' thoughts, feelings,
and behaviors are influenced by the actual, imagined, or implied presence of
others in interpersonal relationships.

How does social psychology explain the formation of
interpersonal relationships?
Social psychology explains the formation of interpersonal relationships
through concepts such as attraction, social influence, communication, and
social exchange, highlighting how people develop bonds based on mutual
liking, shared interests, and social rewards.

What role does social cognition play in
interpersonal interactions according to social
psychology?
Social cognition involves how people perceive, interpret, and remember
information about others, which affects their interpersonal interactions by
shaping attitudes, stereotypes, and expectations within social contexts.

How does social psychology address conflicts in
interpersonal relationships?
Social psychology addresses conflicts by studying factors like communication
patterns, perception biases, social influence, and group dynamics, offering
strategies for conflict resolution and improving interpersonal understanding.

In what ways does social psychology study the impact
of social norms on interpersonal behavior?
Social psychology studies social norms as shared expectations within a group
that guide and constrain individual behavior, influencing how people act and
interact in interpersonal situations to conform, comply, or resist social
pressures.

Additional Resources
Social Psychology: Exploring the Dynamics of Interpersonal and Group Behavior

social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal and group
dynamics, delving into how individuals think, feel, and behave in social
contexts. By bridging the disciplines of psychology and sociology, social
psychology offers a comprehensive understanding of human interaction, social
influence, and the underlying mechanisms that shape behavior within social



environments. This field not only examines one-on-one relationships but also
investigates the broader impact of social groups, cultural norms, and
societal structures on individual cognition and action.

Understanding social psychology is essential for various domains, including
organizational behavior, marketing, public policy, and mental health. Its
applications range from improving communication strategies to addressing
issues like prejudice, conformity, and aggression. As social environments
continually evolve with technological advancements and globalization, the
study of interpersonal and group processes remains crucial to deciphering
human behavior in complex social landscapes.

The Core Focus of Social Psychology

At its essence, social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal
relationships and group interactions. This dual focus allows researchers to
analyze how people influence each other on a microscopic level—such as in
friendships or romantic relationships—and on a macroscopic scale, such as
within communities, workplaces, or societies.

Social psychologists explore several foundational questions:
- How do individuals form impressions of others?
- What drives conformity and obedience within groups?
- How do social norms develop and influence behavior?
- What cognitive biases affect our social judgments?

These inquiries are approached through empirical research methodologies,
including experiments, surveys, and observational studies, to ensure findings
are grounded in scientific evidence.

Interpersonal Processes in Social Psychology

Interpersonal relationships constitute a significant component of social
psychology. This subfield investigates the dynamics between two or more
individuals, focusing on communication patterns, attraction, conflict
resolution, and social cognition.

One prominent theory within interpersonal social psychology is the Social
Exchange Theory, which posits that human relationships are formed and
maintained based on a cost-benefit analysis, where individuals seek to
maximize rewards while minimizing costs. Additionally, attachment theory
offers insights into how early life experiences shape adult relationship
styles, influencing trust, intimacy, and emotional regulation.

Research in this area has practical implications. For instance, understanding
interpersonal attraction helps in fields like counseling and matchmaking,
while insights into conflict management are valuable in both personal and



professional settings.

Group Dynamics and Social Influence

Beyond individual relationships, social psychology investigates the
complexities of group behavior. This includes phenomena such as conformity,
groupthink, social facilitation, and deindividuation.

Conformity, famously studied by Solomon Asch in the 1950s, reveals how
individuals often align their opinions and behaviors with group norms, even
when those norms contradict personal beliefs. Such mechanisms serve social
cohesion but can also lead to problematic outcomes, such as suppression of
dissent or perpetuation of stereotypes.

Groupthink, another critical concept, describes the tendency of highly
cohesive groups to make faulty decisions due to pressure for unanimity. This
can have severe consequences in organizational or political contexts.

Social influence extends to persuasion techniques, leadership dynamics, and
the role of social identity in shaping group membership and intergroup
relations. The Social Identity Theory, developed by Henri Tajfel, explains
how individuals derive part of their self-concept from group affiliation,
influencing in-group favoritism and out-group discrimination.

Applications and Contemporary Relevance

The insights generated by social psychology inform numerous practical
domains. For example, in marketing, understanding consumer behavior through
social proof and authority principles can enhance advertising effectiveness.
In health psychology, social influence research guides interventions
encouraging behaviors like smoking cessation or vaccination uptake.

Moreover, social psychology plays a pivotal role in addressing social issues
such as prejudice, discrimination, and aggression. By exploring the roots of
bias and intergroup conflict, interventions can be designed to promote
empathy, tolerance, and cooperation.

The digital age presents new frontiers for social psychological research.
Online interactions, social media dynamics, and virtual communities offer
novel contexts where traditional theories of social influence and group
behavior are tested and expanded. Cyberbullying, echo chambers, and digital
identity formation are emerging topics within this evolving landscape.

Key Features and Methodologies



Social psychology employs diverse research methods to investigate social
phenomena:

Experimental Studies: Controlled environments to establish cause-effect
relationships, such as Milgram’s obedience experiments.

Surveys and Questionnaires: Gathering large-scale data on attitudes,
beliefs, and behaviors.

Observational Research: Naturalistic studies of behavior in social
settings.

Longitudinal Studies: Tracking changes in social attitudes or
relationships over time.

The integration of qualitative and quantitative approaches enhances the
robustness and applicability of findings. Advances in neuroimaging and
psychophysiological measures further deepen understanding of the biological
underpinnings of social behavior.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

Like any scientific discipline, social psychology faces challenges that
impact research and application. One significant concern is ecological
validity—the extent to which experimental results generalize to real-world
settings. Controlled experiments may oversimplify complex social
interactions, limiting applicability.

Ethical considerations are paramount, particularly in studies involving
deception or potential psychological harm. Landmark studies, such as the
Stanford Prison Experiment, have prompted stricter ethical guidelines to
protect participants.

Additionally, cultural diversity poses challenges to universalizing theories.
Social psychological phenomena may manifest differently across societies,
necessitating culturally sensitive research designs and interpretations.

Future Directions in Social Psychology

As society becomes increasingly interconnected, social psychology’s relevance
intensifies. Emerging research areas include:

Cross-Cultural Social Psychology: Exploring how cultural contexts



influence social behavior and cognition.

Social Neuroscience: Linking brain activity with social processes to
understand the neural basis of empathy, trust, and social decision-
making.

Technology and Social Interaction: Investigating the effects of
artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and social media on human
relationships.

Environmental Psychology: Understanding how social factors influence
attitudes and behaviors related to climate change and sustainability.

These directions promise to deepen insights into the complexities of human
social life, offering tools for enhancing social harmony and collective well-
being.

In sum, social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal and
group phenomena with a commitment to rigorous scientific inquiry. Its
expansive scope and practical implications underscore its vital role in
decoding the intricate tapestry of human social behavior.
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  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Why we need a revolution in
the Social sciences: A post-colonial perspective Sujay Rao Mandavilli, 2024-05-11 We began our
work in right and in serious earnest in the year 2005, November 14th, 2005 to be precise when
children’s day is celebrated all over India in commemoration of the birthday of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India. The underlying philosophy of our work however, stretches
back to the early 1990’s, even the mid 1980’s, when we faced a great deal of cognitive dissonance in
many of our endeavours and daily walks of life due to a constant exposure to, and a bombardment
by, a large number of philosophies and ideas from different sources, both human and non-human. In
the year 2005, particularly after the aforesaid date, we had reached out to several leading lights and
luminaries in the fields of science, religion, philosophy and spirituality with a great deal of hope, to
meaningfully engage with them and elicit their own pet theories, proposals and viewpoints on
various issues and topics. We had hoped that this would also help us in our own voyage and journey
of discovery. The results were indeed startling; there was a wide variation in viewpoints based on
the scholar in question’s own religious, linguistic and nationalistic affiliation, and loyalties.
Therefore, the age of ideology has still not formally or conceptually ended; ending this can change
many fundamental equations at a grassroots level, and can make life better for all of us living in
different parts of the world. As a matter of fact, Eurocentric biases in various fields of the social
sciences has only served to throw up counter-reactions, and exacerbate ideological differences.
Intellectualism is also still weak in general, particularly in developing countries, particularly owing
to the following factors..........................
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: A Life in Cognition Judit
Gervain, Gergely Csibra, Kristóf Kovács, 2021-12-02 This edited book offers a broad selection of
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interdisciplinary studies within cognitive science. The book illustrates and documents how cognitive
science offers a unifying framework for the interaction of fields of study focusing on the human mind
from linguistics and philosophy to psychology and the history of science. A selection of renowned
contributors provides authoritative historical, theoretical and empirical perspectives on more than
six decades of research with a special focus on the progress of cognitive science in Central Europe.
Readers encounter a bird’s eye view of geographical and linguistic diversity brought about by the
cognitive revolution, as it is reflected in the writings of leading authors, many of whom are former
students and collaborators of Csaba Pléh, a key figure of the cognitive turn in Central Europe, to
whom this book is dedicated. The book appeals to students and researchers looking for the ways
various approaches to the mind and the brain intersect.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Interpersonal Skills in Nursing
Carolyn M. Kagan, 2025-09-17 Originally published in 1985, this book locates interpersonal skills in
nursing in both social psychological and nursing contexts. It exposes nurses and nurse educators to
different strategies for assessing, teaching and evaluating interpersonal skills and examines those
aspects of specialised nursing care that raise particular issues in the field of interpersonal skills. The
book thus combines reports of specific research studies with practical applications. Aimed at nurse
educators ranging from tutors and those involved in training in specific nursing specialities to
psychologists the book will be of relevance to advanced students, interested in interpersonal aspects
of nursing and to practitioners.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Handbook of the History of
Social Psychology Arie W. Kruglanski, Wolfgang Stroebe, 2012 This is the first ever handbook to
comprehensively cover the historical development of the field of social psychology, including the
main overarching approaches and all the major individual topics. Contributors are all world
renowned scientists in their subfields who engagingly describe the people, dynamics, and events
that have shaped the discipline--Provided by publisher.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Understanding Barriers to
Workplace Equality: A Focus on the Target’s Perspective Michelle K. Ryan, Christopher T. Begeny,
Renata Bongiorno, Teri Kirby, Thekla Morgenroth, 2020-08-07
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: The International
Encyclopedia of Communication Theory and Philosophy, 4 Volume Set Klaus Bruhn Jensen,
Robert T. Craig, Jefferson D. Pooley, Eric W. Rothenbuhler, 2016-10-31 The International
Encyclopedia of Communication Theory and Philosophy is the definitive single-source reference
work on the subject, with state-of-the-art and in-depth scholarly reflection on key issues from leading
international experts. It is available both online and in print. A state-of-the-art and in-depth scholarly
reflection on the key issues raised by communication, covering the history, systematics, and
practical potential of communication theory Articles by leading experts offer an unprecedented level
of accuracy and balance Provides comprehensive, clear entries which are both cross-national and
cross-disciplinary in nature The Encyclopedia presents a truly international perspective with authors
and positions representing not just Europe and North America, but also Latin America and Asia
Published both online and in print Part of The Wiley Blackwell-ICA International Encyclopedias of
Communication series, published in conjunction with the International Communication Association.
Online version available at www.wileyicaencyclopedia.com
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Close Encounters Laura K.
Guerrero, Peter A. Andersen, Walid A. Afifi, 2010-11-03 New edition of this popular introduction to
interpersonal communication.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Inter-group Relations Kopano
Ratele, 2006 Following the undoing of the racist, apartheid government, this study critically
examines the social and psychological issues that continue to trouble South Africans. Topical
concerns include language barriers, homelessness, stereotyping and racism, HIV/AIDS, social
influence and dominance, as well as different ways of understanding intergroup conflict and
cooperation.



  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: The Sage Handbook of
Methods in Social Psychology Carol Sansone, Carolyn C. Morf, A. T. Panter, 2004 Forty-two
international academics contribute 22 chapters addressing the common and unique methodological
decisions that researchers must make when using both traditional and cutting-edge research
paradigms. Coverage includes issues relating to selecting and identifying research questions and
populations, design and analysis, and expanding the original social psychological questions to other
disciplines within and outside psychology. Each chapter follows the same format, first describing a
concrete and relevant social psychological research problem, then discussing methodological issues
in the context of that problem. For active researchers, including graduate and advanced
undergraduate students. Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Herbert C. Kelman: A
Pioneer in the Social Psychology of Conflict Analysis and Resolution Herbert C. Kelman,
Ronald J. Fisher, 2017-01-18 This edited volume presents selected papers capturing Herbert
Kelman’s unique and seminal contributions to the social psychology of conflict analysis and
resolution, with a special emphasis on the utility of concepts for understanding and constructively
addressing violent and intractable conflicts. Central concepts covered include perceptual processes,
basic human needs, group and normative processes, social identity, and intergroup trust, which form
the basis for developing interactive methods of conflict resolution.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: The International
Encyclopedia of Media Effects, 4 Volume Set Patrick Rössler, 2017-03-06 The International
Encyclopedia of Media Effects presents a comprehensive collection of the most up-to-date research
on the uses and impacts of media throughout the world. Provides the definitive resource on the most
recent findings of media effects research Covers all aspects of the uses and impact of media,
utilizing empirical, psychological, and critical research approaches to the field Features over 200
entries contributed by leading international scholars in their associated fields Offers invaluable
insights to for students, scholars and professionals studying and working in related fields, and will
stimulate new scholarship in emerging fields such as the Internet, Social Media and Mobile
Communication Part of The Wiley Blackwell-ICA International Encyclopedias of Communication
series, published in conjunction with the International Communication Association. Online version
available at Wiley Online Library.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Evaluating Research in
Social Psychology Clara Mayo, Marianne LaFrance, 1977
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Journal of Cross-cultural
Psychology , 1995
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: The Justice Motive in
Adolescence and Young Adulthood Claudia Dalbert, Hedvig Sallay, 2004-08-02 This book
provides a unique overview of the development of justice-related beliefs in different socialization
contexts, and also of the role this plays in protecting mental health and promoting career
development for adolescents and young adults. A range of European contributors bridge the
conceptual gap between social and developmental psychological perspectives and use a number of
original case-studies. This book provides new insights for justice psychology and adds new and
important perspectives to studies on youth development.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: International Handbook of
Giftedness and Talent K. A. Heller, F. J. Mönks, R. Subotnik, Robert J. Sternberg, 2000-12-18 The
first edition of this popular reference work was published in 1993 and received critical acclaim for
its achievement in bringing together international perspectives on research and development in
giftedness and talent. Scholars welcomed it as the first comprehensive volume in the field and it has
proved to be an indispensable resource to researchers. Since the first edition, the scholarly field of
giftedness and talent studies has expanded and developed, welcoming contributions from
researchers in related disciplines. Several theoretical frameworks outlined in the first edition have
now been empirically tested and a number of new trends have emerged. The Second Edition of the



International Handbook of Giftedness and Talent provides an invaluable research tool to academics,
researchers and students interested in the field of giftedness and talent. The contributors are
renowned in the field and the broad range of topics on giftedness that have been studied in the past
century, right up to the late 1990s, are represented in this volume. It is truly international in scope,
bringing together leading scholars and teachers from all around the world. This new edition has
been fully updated and rewritten and includes 22 completely new chapters. It provides a
comprehensive review and critical synthesis of significant theory; a unique cross-national
perspective with contributions from over 100 distinguished authors covering 24 nations; significant
contributions from scholars working in related fields; an increased focus on empirically supported
scholarship; and is arranged for quick and easy reference with comprehensive subject and author
indexes.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Routledge Handbook of
Public Diplomacy Nancy Snow, Philip M. Taylor, 2008-11 The Routledge Handbook of Public
Diplomacy provides a comprehensive overview of public diplomacy and national image and
perception management, from the efforts to foster pro-West sentiment during the Cold War to the
post-9/11 campaign to win the hearts and minds of the Muslim world. Editors Nancy Snow and Philip
Taylor present materials on public diplomacy trends in public opinion and cultural diplomacy as well
as topical policy issues. The latest research in public relations, credibility, soft power, advertising,
and marketing is included and institutional processes and players are identified and analyzed. While
the field is dominated by American and British research and developments, the book also includes
international research and comparative perspectives from other countries. Published in association
with the USC Center on Public Diplomacy at the Annenberg School based at the University of
Southern California.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Communication Yearbook
36 Charles T. Salmon, 2012-10-02 Communication Yearbook 36 continues the tradition of publishing
state-of-the-discipline literature reviews and essays. Editor Charles T. Salmon presents a volume
that is highly international and interdisciplinary in scope, with authors and chapters representing
the broad global interests of the International Communication Association. The contents include
summaries of communication research programs that represent the most innovative work currently,
with internationally renowned scholars serving as respondents to each chapter. Offering a blend of
chapters emphasizing timely disciplinary concerns and enduring theoretical questions, this volume
will be valuable to scholars throughout communication studies.
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Resources in Education ,
1991
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: The Psychology of Group
Aggression Arnold P. Goldstein, 2003-01-31 People in groups act aggressively as a group, not as a
collection of individuals. The Psychology of Group Aggression's comprehensive journey starts with
group dynamics theory and research by reviewing its relationship to aggression. Arnold P. Goldstein
then provides a unique and valuable insight into the different types and levels of intensity of
anti-social behavior, examines its causes and considers its costs. In separate chapters he considers
low intensity aggression, including ostracism, hazing, teasing; mid-intensity, e.g. bullying,
harassment; and high intensity aggression e.g. mobs and gangs. In a final section, he considers
management and intervention techniques, both those widely employed and emerging methods. An
important work for both a pure and an applied audience, this will be a key reference for many,
including clinical and forensic psychologists, psychiatrists, criminal justice workers, social
psychologists and academics and students in criminology, psychology and sociology. Published in the
Wiley Series in Forensic Clinical Psychology Series Editors: Professor Clive Hollin, University of
Leicester, UK and Dr Mary McMurran, Cardiff University, UK
  social psychology is a field that studies both interpersonal: Guidance and Counselling in
Schools Patrick M. Hughes, 2014-05-17 Guidance and Counselling in Schools: A Response to Change
is a comprehensive account of the origins and basis of guidance and counseling in British schools, as



well as the principles underlying developments in guidance and counseling. Emphasis is on
principles as they manifest themselves within the existent structure, traditions, and potentialities of
the British educational system. This book is comprised of 12 chapters and begins with a historical
overview of vocational guidance in Britain and an assessment of its current and future prospects.
The next chapter focuses on the selection examination at 11-plus in secondary education as a major
act of educational guidance in Britain, paying particular attention to the criticisms against it and
changes in public attitudes toward the selection examination. The influence of social class on
educational opportunity is also discussed, along with the trend toward social democracy in
education. The remaining chapters explore the practice of classifying children by streaming on the
basis of ability and aptitude; teaching and evaluation in the classroom; child-centered education; the
child study movement; and the limitations of counseling. This monograph should be of interest to
parents, teachers, and students, as well as educational psychologists, school administrators, and
policymakers.
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