
relationship between morality and
religion

Relationship Between Morality and Religion: Exploring a Timeless Connection

relationship between morality and religion is a topic that has intrigued
philosophers, theologians, and thinkers for centuries. At its core, this
relationship probes how religious beliefs influence moral values and whether
morality can exist independently of religion. Understanding this dynamic not
only sheds light on human behavior but also helps us appreciate the diverse
ways societies cultivate ethical frameworks.

How Religion Shapes Moral Values

Religion often serves as a foundational source of moral guidance for many
individuals and communities. Across various faith traditions—whether
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or others—there exist codified
principles that outline what is considered right and wrong. These principles
frequently come in the form of commandments, teachings, or sacred texts that
offer a moral compass for adherents.

The Role of Sacred Texts and Commandments

Sacred scriptures such as the Bible, Quran, Torah, and Bhagavad Gita provide
narratives and laws that dictate moral behavior. For example, the Ten
Commandments in Judaism and Christianity emphasize prohibitions against
stealing, lying, and murder, establishing a clear ethical code. These texts
not only instruct followers on how to act but often link morality to divine
authority, suggesting that moral laws are not human inventions but
reflections of a higher, sacred will.

Moral Accountability through Divine Judgment

One reason religion closely intertwines with morality is the belief in an
ultimate accountability to a divine being. The idea that one’s actions are
observed and judged by God or gods can encourage adherence to moral norms.
This divine oversight often motivates believers to act ethically, not merely
out of social convention but from a sense of spiritual responsibility and the
desire for salvation or enlightenment.

Morality Independent of Religious Belief

While religion has historically been a major influence on moral systems, many
argue that morality can exist outside religious frameworks. Secular
philosophies and ethical theories provide alternative foundations for moral
reasoning, demonstrating that ethical behavior is not exclusive to religious
contexts.



Philosophical Ethics and Human Reason

Philosophers like Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill, and Aristotle have
developed moral theories grounded in reason rather than theology. Kant’s
concept of the categorical imperative, for example, suggests that moral
duties arise from rationality itself and apply universally, irrespective of
religious belief. Similarly, utilitarianism evaluates morality based on the
consequences of actions and their impact on overall happiness, without
invoking divine authority.

Empathy and Social Contract as Moral Foundations

From a psychological and sociological viewpoint, empathy and social
cooperation are central to human morality. People often develop moral
intuitions through interactions and a shared understanding of fairness,
justice, and harm. The social contract theory posits that moral norms emerge
from mutual agreements to promote societal welfare, emphasizing collective
well-being instead of religious mandates.

Intersecting Challenges and Debates

The relationship between morality and religion is not without debate. Some
contend that religion is essential for moral order, while others highlight
moral pluralism and secular ethics as evidence that morality transcends
religious boundaries.

Does Religion Guarantee Moral Behavior?

It is important to recognize that religious belief does not automatically
translate into moral behavior. History and contemporary society show examples
of individuals and groups committing unethical acts in the name of religion.
This raises questions about whether morality is inherently tied to religion
or if it depends more on personal character and societal influences.

Moral Diversity Within and Across Religions

Another fascinating aspect is the diversity of moral teachings even within a
single religion. Different denominations or sects often interpret scriptures
differently, leading to varying ethical stances on issues like gender roles,
social justice, and sexuality. When comparing across religions, some moral
principles overlap, such as prohibitions against killing and stealing, while
others may diverge significantly.

How Understanding This Relationship Benefits
Society

Recognizing the nuanced relationship between morality and religion can foster



greater tolerance and dialogue among people of different backgrounds. It
encourages us to look beyond rigid frameworks and appreciate the shared human
quest for meaning and ethical living.

Promoting Interfaith and Secular Dialogue

By engaging in conversations that respect both religious moral teachings and
secular ethics, communities can build bridges and find common ground. Such
dialogue can help reduce conflicts rooted in moral misunderstandings and
promote cooperation on issues like human rights, environmental stewardship,
and social justice.

Personal Reflection and Ethical Growth

On an individual level, exploring the relationship between morality and
religion invites introspection. Whether one draws moral inspiration from
faith or secular philosophy, understanding the origins and implications of
one’s values can deepen ethical awareness and guide more thoughtful decision-
making.

Final Thoughts on Morality and Religion

The relationship between morality and religion is a rich tapestry woven from
historical traditions, spiritual beliefs, philosophical inquiry, and human
experience. While religion has undeniably shaped many moral systems, it is
clear that morality can also thrive within secular contexts. Ultimately, both
religious and non-religious frameworks offer valuable insights into how we
can live ethically and harmoniously in a complex world. Acknowledging this
complexity helps us appreciate the diverse paths people take toward moral
understanding and encourages a more inclusive and empathetic approach to
ethical questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How are morality and religion traditionally
connected?

Traditionally, morality and religion are connected because many religions
provide ethical guidelines and moral codes that followers are expected to
adhere to, often believing these rules are divinely inspired.

Can morality exist independently of religion?

Yes, morality can exist independently of religion. Secular ethical systems,
such as humanism and consequentialism, provide moral frameworks without
relying on religious beliefs.



How does religion influence moral decision-making?

Religion influences moral decision-making by offering principles and
commandments that shape what adherents consider right or wrong, often
motivating behavior through beliefs about divine judgment or afterlife
consequences.

Are there moral values common to multiple religions?

Yes, many religions share common moral values such as honesty, compassion,
justice, and respect for others, suggesting a universal aspect to some
ethical principles.

What role does culture play in the relationship
between morality and religion?

Culture significantly shapes how morality and religion interact, as cultural
contexts influence religious interpretations and moral priorities, leading to
diverse ethical practices within different societies.

How do atheists approach morality without religious
beliefs?

Atheists often base their morality on reason, empathy, social contracts, and
philosophical ethics rather than religious doctrines, emphasizing human well-
being and fairness.

Can religious morality conflict with secular ethics?

Yes, religious morality can sometimes conflict with secular ethics,
especially on issues like reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ rights, or bioethics,
where religious doctrines may differ from secular, human rights-based
perspectives.

Does religion always provide a clear moral framework?

No, religion does not always provide a clear moral framework, as
interpretations of religious texts can vary widely, and some scriptures
contain ambiguous or contradictory moral guidance.

How has the relationship between morality and
religion evolved over time?

The relationship has evolved with increasing secularization and pluralism,
where moral reasoning increasingly incorporates scientific understanding,
human rights, and multicultural perspectives alongside or independent of
religious teachings.

What is the impact of religious pluralism on moral
values?

Religious pluralism encourages dialogue and tolerance among different faiths,
often leading to a more inclusive and diverse understanding of morality that
respects multiple perspectives while seeking common ethical ground.



Additional Resources
Relationship Between Morality and Religion: An Analytical Review

Relationship between morality and religion has been a subject of profound
inquiry and debate across philosophical, theological, and sociological
disciplines for centuries. This intricate connection touches on fundamental
questions about human behavior, ethical standards, and the sources from which
individuals and societies derive their sense of right and wrong.
Understanding this relationship requires a nuanced exploration of how
religious beliefs influence moral frameworks, and conversely, how moral
principles can exist independently of religion.

Historical Context of Morality and Religion

Historically, religion has often served as a primary vehicle for moral
instruction. Many of the world’s major religions — including Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism — provide comprehensive ethical codes
that guide adherents in their daily lives. These codes frequently encompass
ideals such as compassion, justice, honesty, and respect for others, which
are presented as divine commandments or spiritual truths.

The intertwining of morality and religion can be traced back to early
civilizations, where religious institutions played a central role in shaping
laws and social norms. For example, the Ten Commandments in Judeo-Christian
tradition or the Dharmic laws in Hinduism have served as foundational moral
guides. In these contexts, morality was often not viewed as an autonomous
domain but rather as inseparable from religious doctrine.

Philosophical Perspectives on the Relationship

Philosophers have long debated whether morality depends on religion or can be
grounded in secular reasoning. The relationship between morality and religion
is complex and multifaceted, with several prominent viewpoints:

The Divine Command Theory

One influential position is the Divine Command Theory, which posits that
moral values are dictated by God’s commands. According to this view, what is
morally right or wrong is inherently tied to the will of a divine being. This
theory suggests that without religion, moral standards would lack an
objective foundation.

Secular Morality and Human Reason

Contrastingly, many ethicists argue that morality can be established
independently of religious belief. Secular moral philosophies, such as
utilitarianism and Kantian ethics, rely on reason, empathy, and social
contract concepts to define ethical behavior. These frameworks assert that
moral principles arise from human experience and rational deliberation rather



than divine authority.

Morality as Social Construct

Another perspective views morality as a social construct that evolves with
cultural and societal changes. This approach highlights how moral norms can
differ widely between religious and secular communities, implying that
morality is not monolithic but context-dependent.

Empirical Studies on Morality and Religion

Empirical research offers valuable insights into how religion influences
moral attitudes and behaviors. Numerous studies have examined correlations
between religious commitment and ethical conduct, revealing mixed results.

For instance, data from sociological surveys indicate that religious
individuals often report higher levels of altruism and charitable giving
compared to non-religious counterparts. A 2017 Pew Research Center study
found that people who attend religious services regularly are more likely to
engage in volunteer work and community service, suggesting a positive link
between religious involvement and prosocial behavior.

However, some critics argue that morality inspired solely by religion may
sometimes lead to exclusionary or dogmatic attitudes, particularly when
religious doctrines conflict with pluralistic societal values. Studies have
also shown that non-religious individuals can possess equally strong moral
convictions grounded in secular humanism or ethical philosophies.

Pros and Cons of Morality Grounded in Religion

Pros: Provides clear moral guidelines; fosters community and shared
values; offers motivation through spiritual accountability.

Cons: May promote intolerance towards differing beliefs; risk of moral
absolutism; potential conflict with modern human rights principles.

The Role of Religion in Contemporary Moral
Debates

In today’s increasingly pluralistic societies, the relationship between
morality and religion continues to evolve. Religious perspectives often
inform debates on issues such as bioethics, social justice, and human rights.
For example, religious groups have contributed significantly to discussions
on abortion, euthanasia, marriage equality, and environmental stewardship,
advocating positions rooted in their moral teachings.

At the same time, secular ethics increasingly influence public policy,



emphasizing principles of autonomy, equality, and rational deliberation. The
coexistence of religious and secular moral frameworks presents both
challenges and opportunities for dialogue, requiring mutual respect and
understanding.

Interfaith and Secular Cooperation

Efforts to bridge gaps between religious and secular moral outlooks have led
to collaborative initiatives promoting shared values such as compassion,
justice, and peace. Interfaith dialogues and ethics commissions often focus
on common ground rather than differences, highlighting the possibility of a
pluralistic moral landscape enriched by diverse traditions.

Conclusion: Navigating Complexity in Morality
and Religion

The relationship between morality and religion remains a dynamic and
contested domain. While religion has historically provided a foundation for
moral norms, contemporary perspectives recognize the viability of secular
moral reasoning. Both religious and non-religious individuals contribute to
the ongoing discourse on ethics, shaping how societies define and practice
morality. This evolving interplay underscores the importance of critical
examination and open conversation in understanding the multifaceted nature of
human values.

Relationship Between Morality And Religion

  relationship between morality and religion: Religion and Morality Daniel Statman, Avi Sagi,
2022-06-08 Religion and Morality seeks to answer two fundamental questions regarding the relation
between religion and morality. The first is the puzzle posed by Socrates, the so-called 'Euthyphro
dilemma', which asks: is morality valuable by virtue of its intrinsic importance and worth, or is
morality valuable because, and only because, God approves it and commands us to follow its
dictates? The second question is raised by Kierkegaard in Fear and Trembling. He asks: Is a conflict
between religion and morality possible? Does God ever demand that we neglect our moral
commitments? The discussion on these questions is divided into three parts. In the first two parts,
we discuss the idea that morality depends on religion. The authors distinguish two types of
dependence: strong dependence, according to which the very existence, or validity, of moral
obligations depends on God's command, and weak dependence, according to which though morality
itself is independent of God, God (or belief in God) is necessary to enable human beings to know
their moral duties and to carry them out. The authors reject the strong dependence thesis, as well as
most versions of the weak dependence. The third part of the book discusses different versions of the
view that religion might conflict with morality. The authors reject this view, and show that very few
religious thinkers would follow it all the way through to its ultimate consequences. The book has
implications for the philosophy of religion, in its emphasis on the centrality of the moral element in
religion, and for moral philosophy, in its highlighting, among other things, of the nature of moral
judgments.
  relationship between morality and religion: Religion and Morality Paul W. Diener,

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-096/relationship-between-morality-and-religion.pdf


1997-01-01 Some people see religion and morality as undeniably connected; others see them as
irreconcilably separate. Paul Diener's accessible new book looks at the connection between these
two concepts and examines how various religious and philosophical systems understand morality.
  relationship between morality and religion: Religion and Cultural Freedom Elie Maynard
Adams, 1993 Citing his personal quest to reconcile the contradictions among biblical religion,
democratic liberalism, and modern science, E. M. Adams explores the foundations of religion and its
role in the culture. He asks, What would constitute a responsible religion in our time? And he
determines that for a religion to be credible, its tents must be reconcilable with scientific beliefs, the
historical record, the accepted worldview, and the creative, spiritual, and ethical dimensions of
human experience. In Religion and Cultural Freedom, Adams focuses on Judeo-Christian religion in
Western civilization, and draws on literary, historical, ethical, and philosophical examples.
Maintaining that religion is logically accountable in its belief system to the culture of which it is a
part, he illustrates how, at different points in history, religious beliefs have been altered or
reinterpreted in response to cultural tensions and conflicts. This interplay between religion and
culture is an essential part of Adams's definition of a responsible religion. While he does not think
that religion needs to yield to conflicting sectors in the culture, he insists that it has a responsibility
to work for coherence and intellectual respectability within a free culture. During his discussion,
Adams offers a realistic theory of the language of the humanities and lived experience (especially the
language of value and meaning) and, on the basis of this theory, he reconstructs the intellectual
enterprise and interprets meaning and truth in religious discourse. Interested in what he takes to be
a negative turn in religious consciousness and the fate of religion in modern Western civilization,
Adams concludes that the time may be ripe for a humanistic revolution that would create a fully
accountable and intellectually credible religion. Author note: E. M. Adams is Kenan Professor of
Philosophy Emeritus at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has published ten
previous books, including The Metaphysics of Self and World (Temple).
  relationship between morality and religion: The Catholic Church, Morality, and Politics
Charles E. Curran, Leslie Griffin, 2001 A collection of articles that looks at the interconnected
relationships involving religion, morality and public policy, from a variety of opinions and voices.
  relationship between morality and religion: Handbook of the Sociology of Morality
Steven Hitlin, Stephen Vaisey, 2010-10-17 Human beings necessarily understand their social worlds
in moral terms, orienting their lives, relationships, and activities around socially-produced notions of
right and wrong. Morality is sociologically understood as more than simply helping or harming
others; it encompasses any way that individuals form understandings of what behaviors are better
than others, what goals are most laudable, and what proper people believe, feel, and do. Morality
involves the explicit and implicit sets of rules and shared understandings that keep human social
groups intact. Morality includes both the shoulds and should nots of human activity, its proactive
and inhibitive elements. At one time, sociologists were centrally concerned with morality, issues like
social cohesion, values, the goals and norms that structure society, and the ways individuals get
socialized to reproduce those concerns. In the last half-century, however, explicit interest in these
topics has waned, and modern sociology has become uninterested in these matters and morality has
become marginalized within the discipline. But a resurgence in the topic is happening in related
disciplines – psychology, neurology, philosophy, and anthropology - and in the wider national
discourse. Sociology has much to offer, but is not fully engaged in this conversation. Many scholars
work on areas that would fall under the umbrella of a sociology of morality but do not self-identify in
such a manner, nor orient their efforts toward conceptualizing what we know, and should know,
along these dimensions. The Handbook of the Sociology of Morality fills a niche within sociology
making explicit the shared concerns of scholars across the disciplines as they relate to an
often-overlooked dimension of human social life. It is unique in social science as it would be the first
systematic compilation of the wider social structural, cultural, cross-national, organizational, and
interactional dimension of human moral (understood broadly) thought, feeling, and behavior.
  relationship between morality and religion: Ethics: An Interpersonal Approach to



Morality Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-13 In a world where moral values are constantly evolving and
challenged, this book offers a comprehensive exploration of the nature of morality, the different
types of moral theories, and the challenges to morality in the modern world. With clear and
engaging prose, the author takes readers on a journey through the history of moral philosophy,
examining the different ways in which morality has been defined and understood throughout the
ages. From ancient Greek philosophers to contemporary moral thinkers, the book provides a
comprehensive overview of the major moral theories and their implications for our everyday lives.
The book also delves into the challenges that morality faces in the 21st century. These challenges
include the increasing diversity of moral values, the rise of moral relativism, and the growing
influence of technology on our moral decision-making. The author explores how these challenges are
shaping the way we think about morality and how we live our lives, and offers thoughtful insights
into how we can navigate these challenges and make moral decisions that are informed and
compassionate. Ultimately, the book argues that morality is essential for human flourishing and that
we must work together to create a more just and moral world. The author concludes with a call for
action, urging readers to reflect on their own moral values, to engage in respectful dialogue with
others, and to work towards a future where morality is a guiding force in our personal lives and in
our societies. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in ethics, philosophy, or the
human condition. It is a thought-provoking and timely exploration of the nature of morality and its
role in our lives. If you like this book, write a review!
  relationship between morality and religion: Christianity and the Roots of Morality ,
2017-06-06 What is the role of religion, especially Christianity, in morality, pro-social behavior and
altruism? Are there innate human moral capacities in the human mind? When and how did they
appear in the history of evolution? What is the real significance of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on
the Mount — does it set up unique moral standards or only crystallize humans’ innate moral
intuitions? What is the role of religious teachings and religious communities in pro-social behavior?
Christianity and the Roots of Morality: Philosophical, Early Christian, and Empirical Perspectives
casts light on these questions through interdisciplinary articles by scholars from social sciences,
cognitive science, social psychology, sociology of religion, philosophy, systematic theology,
comparative religion and biblical studies. Contributors include: Nancy T. Ammerman, István
Czachesz, Grace Davie, Jutta Jokiranta, Simo Knuuttila, Kristen Monroe, Mika Ojakangas, Sami
Pihlström, Antti Raunio, Heikki Räisänen (✝), Risto Saarinen, Kari Syreeni, Lauri Thurén, Petri
Ylikoski.
  relationship between morality and religion: The Evolution of Religion and Morality
Martin Lang, Benjamin Grant Purzycki, Joseph Henrich, Ara Norenzayan, 2023-12-04 This volume
draws on a unique dataset to answer pressing questions about human religiosity. Building upon the
first volume in this series, it presents results from the second phase of the Evolution of Religion and
Morality (ERM) project. The second volume investigates key questions in the evolutionary and
cognitive sciences of religion and highlights cultural variability and context specificity of diverse
religious systems. Chapters draw on a dataset comprising 2,228 participants from 15
ethnographically diverse societies that stretch from Africa and India through Oceania to South
America, and include hunter-gatherers, pastoralists, horticulturalists, subsistence farmers and wage
laborers. Four chapters using the full dataset answer the following questions: What are the general
predictors of commitment to supernatural agents? Is there a gender gap in religiosity? Does belief in
punitive gods facilitates cooperation? Are supernatural agents implicitly associated with moral
concerns? Chapters from individual field sites further explore the distinction between moralizing and
local gods, the potentially disruptive role of belief in local gods on cooperation with anonymous
co-religionists, and the relationship between belief in moralizing gods, cooperation, and differential
access to material resources. Above these empirical studies, the book also includes an informed
discussion with specialists on the challenges of running such a large cross-cultural project and gives
concrete recommendations for future projects. The Evolution of Religion and Morality: Volume II will
be a key resource for scholars and researchers of religious studies, human evolutionary biology,



psychology, anthropology, the cultural evolution of religion and the sociology of religion. This book
was originally published as a special issue of Religion, Brain & Behavior.
  relationship between morality and religion: Does Religion Matter Morally? A. W.
Musschenga, 1995 In the dominant view, morality is more rational and universal than, and therefore
independent from, (christian) religion. Believers do not have exclusive moral knowledge. Moral
principles can be known by anyone. Morality, not religion, is the supreme judge of human actions in
the world. Some contributors to this volume defend this view on theological and philosophical
grounds. The advantages of such a view for thinking about a common global morality are clear.
However, according to many authors, the conception of morality underlying this view is at the least,
impoverished, if not wrong: this view cannot explain the importance and the persistence of moral
taboos. Furthermore, every morality is influenced by metaphysical and anthropological assumptions
- whether or not religious: the so-called modern, rational, secular morality. The central moral
question in the alternative narrative concept of morality is 'Who am I / who do I want to be ?' and not
'What is the right action ?' In this approach, not universal principles, but tradition-dependant stories
constitute the core of a morality. Are these concepts more adequate for understanding the relation
of religion to morality ? Do they have room for the project of a universal morality of human rights ?
  relationship between morality and religion: The Relationship Between Morality and
Religion and Its Implications for Moral Education John Bradbury Salmon, 1976
  relationship between morality and religion: Tocqueville's Moral and Political Thought
Marinus Richard Ringo Ossewaarde, 2004 First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
  relationship between morality and religion: Introducing Anthropology of Religion Jack David
Eller, 2007-08-07 This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field and
shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of contemporary world religions.
Written by an experienced teacher, it covers all of the traditional topics of anthropology of religion,
including definitions and theories, beliefs, symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines
analytic and conceptual discussion with up-to-date ethnography and theory. Eller includes copious
examples from religions around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar – and two mini-case studies
in each chapter. He also explores classic and contemporary anthropological contributions to
important but often overlooked issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization,
religion in America, and new religious movements. Introducing Anthropology of Religion
demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential for understanding the world we
inhabit today.
  relationship between morality and religion: The Theories of Darwin and Their Relation
to Philosophy, Religion, and Morality Rudolf Schmid, 1883
  relationship between morality and religion: A Student's Guide to A2 Religious Studies
for the OCR Specification Michael Wilcockson, 2004-09
  relationship between morality and religion: Religion and Public Doctrine in Modern
England: Volume 1 Maurice Cowling, 2003-09-25 A further contribution to understanding the role
played by Christianity in modern English thought.
  relationship between morality and religion: The Logic of Hope: Extensions of Kant's View of
Religion Sidney Axinn, 2022-04-19 This book is a thorough study of the question posed by Kant, For
what can a human being rationally hope? It offers a detailed commentary on Kant's seminal work,
Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone, as well as an original development of the logic of three
of Kant's basic ideas: ambivalence, ignorance, and hope. Sophisticated analytic techniques, including
symbolic logic, are applied to this conceptual matrix. The result is a striking case for the
transformation of world society into a Kingdom of Ends of individuals and a peaceful League of
Nations.
  relationship between morality and religion: Teaching Psychology around the World Sherri
McCarthy, Stephen Newstead, Victor Karandashev, 2008-12-18 This important book is an overview
of teaching psychology internationally. As psychology curricula become increasingly



internationalised, it is necessary to understand and compare the various models for training
psychologists and teaching psychology students. Incorporating research and perspectives from
psychologists in more than 30 countries, it includes relevant information for secondary,
undergraduate (baccalaureate) and post-graduate (M.A., Doctoral and Post-Doctoral) psychology
programs and is a must-read for all instructors of psychology, as well as psychologists and
psychology students interested in the international aspects of the discipline.
  relationship between morality and religion: Three Hundred Outlines of Sermons on the
New Testament , 1882
  relationship between morality and religion: Markets, Morals and Religion Jonathan B.
Imber, The examination of the relationship of economic activity to other important aspects of human
life and social behavior has inspired some of the most interesting and provocative social-scientific
research in the past one hundred years. This book of original essays by leading thinkers across many
disciplines offers new insights into enduring questions about how modern and modernizing market
economies are both shaped by and shapers of morality, values, and religion. Part 1, Markets and
Morals, offers eight contributors who provide analyses of the various ways in which the market
operates in relation to morality. An empirical presentation of moral values and market attitudes is
given. Other essays take aim at how markets serve and disserve moral interests: Economic growth
has moral consequences; the manipulation of markets exposes a moral underside; the nature of
market failure has implications for understanding moral vulnerability; preference change has moral
implications. In other chapters, a broad consideration of the positive moral effects of market
economies is offered along with historical essays on the role that intellectuals have played in debates
about the positive and negative effects of commercial life and on the ways in which the American
idea of the pursuit of happiness reveals much about the morality of economic life. In Part 2, Markets
and Religion, nine contributors address both the historical and contemporary emergence of religious
factors in the growth and transformation of global capitalism. Major religious traditions, including
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are examined for their contributions to answering questions about
the nature and function of economic life in light of religious ideas and ideals. Several essays present
original approaches to the importance of religious values to modern forms of consumption and to the
political economy of reconciliation and forgiveness in nations coming to terms with past conflict.
Finally, the influence of non-Western ideas, in particular Chinese religions and Buddhism on
economic thought and practice, is assessed as part of the globalizing impact of religion on economic
life generally. Jonathan B. Imber is Class of 1949 Professor in Ethics and Professor of Sociology at
Wellesley College. He is editor-in-chief of Society. Peter L. Berger is University Professor of
Sociology and Theology at Boston University and director of the Institute on Culture, Religion, and
World Affairs.
  relationship between morality and religion: Morality in Public Schools and Its Relation
to Religion: a Fragment J.M. Wilson, 1882
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