otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero

Otto Rank and The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: Exploring the Origins of Courage and Identity

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero is a fascinating concept that delves deep into the psychological
and cultural roots of heroism. Otto Rank, a prominent psychoanalyst and a close collaborator of Sigmund
Freud, revolutionized the way we interpret myths, particularly those surrounding the birth and
development of heroic figures. His analysis goes beyond mere storytelling, shedding light on the universal

human experiences of separation, individuation, and the struggle for identity.

In this article, we’ll explore Otto Rank’s unique perspective on the myth of the birth of the hero, discuss
how this idea fits into the larger framework of myth and psychology, and examine why it remains

relevant in understanding modern narratives and personal growth.

‘Who Was Otto Rank and Why Does His Work Matter?

Otto Rank was an Austrian psychoanalyst born in 1884, best known for his innovative theories on
creativity, art, and mythology. While he started as a disciple of Freud, he eventually branched out and
developed his own ideas about human psychology, particularly emphasizing the birth trauma and its

symbolic significance.

Rank’s work on myths, such as the birth of the hero, was groundbreaking because he proposed that myths
are not just fanciful tales but psychological expressions of fundamental human experiences. His insights
offer an alternative to Freud’s more rigid psychoanalytic theories by focusing on the hero’s journey as a

metaphor for personal development and the challenges of self-formation.

Understanding the Myth of the Birth of the Hero

The myth of the birth of the hero is a recurring theme found across cultures and epochs. Typically, these
stories involve a hero who is born under extraordinary circumstances, often facing immediate threats or
abandonment, only to rise and achieve greatness later in life. From Hercules in Greek mythology to Moses
in the Bible, these narratives share common motifs that symbolize the hero’s separation from the maternal

figure and the world of safety.

Otto Rank’s Interpretation of the Birth Trauma



One of Rank’s most influential contributions is his theory that the myth of the birth of the hero symbolizes
the individual’s psychological birth trauma. According to Rank, birth itself is the first and most profound
trauma an individual experiences — the painful separation from the mother and the womb, which

represents the original state of unity and security.

Rank suggested that this traumatic separation is mythologized as the hero’s birth ordeal in various cultures.
The hero’s struggle at birth mirrors the psychological struggle of every human being to separate from the
maternal source and establish an independent identity. This process is both painful and necessary, forming

the foundation of human courage, creativity, and self-realization.

The Hero’s Journey as a Metaphor for Individuation

Building on the birth trauma concept, Rank viewed the hero’s journey as a metaphor for the process of
individuation — the psychological development of the self as distinct from others, especially the mother.
The hero’s challenges, battles, and eventual triumph represent the individual’s effort to overcome

dependencies, fears, and limitations.

This interpretation resonates with Carl Jung’s later work on archetypes and the collective unconscious,
where the hero archetype embodies the human quest for meaning and wholeness. Otto Rank’s focus on
birth as a symbolic event enriches our understanding of why heroic myths are so universally compelling:

they echo our deepest psychological struggles.

Key Elements in Otto Rank’s Analysis of Hero Myths

To fully grasp Otto Rank’s perspective on the myth of the birth of the hero, it helps to highlight some of

the essential components he identified:

¢ The Extraordinary Birth: Heroes often have unusual or miraculous births, reflecting the significance

of the birth trauma and the symbolic rupture from the maternal world.

e The Threat or Abandonment: Many hero myths include a moment where the newborn is
endangered or cast away, symbolizing the painful separation and the necessity to survive

independently.
¢ The Protective Figure or Foster Parent: Heroes frequently receive care from a surrogate parent or
guardian, representing the social structures that help individuals transition from dependence to

autonomy.

e The Hero’s Return: After overcoming trials, the hero often comes back to the community,



symbolizing the reintegration of the self into society with newfound strength and wisdom.

These elements underscore how myths serve as psychological blueprints for human development, helping

individuals make sense of their internal conflicts and external challenges.

Why Otto Rank’s Theory Still Matters Today

In today’s world, where stories of heroes saturate popular culture—from blockbuster movies to bestselling
novels—understanding the myth of the birth of the hero through Otto Rank’s lens adds depth to our
appreciation of these narratives. His theory helps explain why stories about overcoming adversity,

separation, and self-discovery resonate so powerfully.

Moreover, Rank’s ideas have practical implications beyond mythology. Psychologists, therapists, and
educators can use his insights to support individuals in navigating their own “birth traumas” — moments of
transition, loss, or identity crisis — by framing them as part of the universal human journey toward

individuation and creativity.

Applying Rank’s Insights to Personal Growth

If you consider your own life story as a kind of hero’s journey, Otto Rank’s theory encourages embracing
the challenges that come with growth. Just like the hero faces danger at birth and must learn to survive
and thrive, individuals often confront feelings of vulnerability and separation when stepping into new

roles or phases of life.

By recognizing these experiences as symbolic “birth traumas,” you can cultivate empathy for yourself
during difficult transitions and foster resilience. This perspective helps transform feelings of isolation or fear

into opportunities for self-discovery and empowerment.

Legacy in Mythology and Psychology

Otto Rank’s exploration of the myth of the birth of the hero has influenced a wide range of fields, from
literary criticism and anthropology to psychotherapy. His emphasis on the birth event as a foundational

psychological symbol paved the way for further research into how myths reflect human development.

‘While some of Rank’s ideas have been debated or expanded upon by later scholars, his work remains a vital

touchstone for anyone interested in the intersection of myth, psychology, and culture.



Exploring Related Concepts: Beyond the Birth of the Hero

Rank’s analysis ties closely to broader themes in mythology and psychology, such as:

¢ The Separation-Individuation Process: A psychological concept describing how individuals become

distinct from their primary caregivers.
e Archetypal Patterns: Recurring motifs in myths that symbolize universal human experiences.

e Creative Expression: Rank believed that myths and art are manifestations of the human drive to

resolve inner tensions and express the self.

Understanding these interconnected ideas enriches our grasp of why the myth of the birth of the hero

continues to captivate audiences worldwide.

Otto Rank’s work invites us to see myths not just as old stories but as living narratives that echo the
fundamental challenges and triumphs of being human. The hero’s birth is, in many ways, our own
psychological birth — a testament to the courage it takes to leave the familiar and step boldly into the

unknown.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was Otto Rank and what is his work "The Myth of the Birth of the
Hero' about?

Otto Rank was an Austrian psychoanalyst and a close associate of Sigmund Freud. His work "The Myth of
the Birth of the Hero' explores the recurring motifs in myths and legends surrounding the extraordinary
birth and early life of heroes, analyzing these stories from a psychoanalytic perspective to understand the

universal psychological themes they represent.

What is the main thesis of Otto Rank's "The Myth of the Birth of the
Hero'?

The main thesis is that many hero myths share a common narrative pattern involving a miraculous or
unusual birth, a threatened infancy, and subsequent trials, reflecting deep psychological conflicts related to
birth and the mother-child relationship. Rank argues that these myths symbolize the individual's struggle

for identity and separation from the mother.



How does Otto Rank connect mythology with psychoanalysis in "The
Myth of the Birth of the Hero'?

Rank uses psychoanalytic concepts to interpret myths about heroes' births, suggesting that these stories
encode subconscious fears and desires related to birth trauma, parental relationships, and the quest for
individuation. He posits that myths serve as symbolic expressions of psychological development and the

human condition.

What impact did "The Myth of the Birth of the Hero' have on the study
of mythology and psychology?

Rank's work pioneered a psychoanalytic approach to mythology, influencing later scholars and
psychologists by highlighting the psychological dimensions of mythic narratives. It contributed to the
development of depth psychology and inspired further exploration of archetypes and symbolic storytelling

in human culture.

Can you give examples of hero myths that Otto Rank analyzes in '"The
Myth of the Birth of the Hero'?

In his analysis, Rank examines myths such as those of Moses, Hercules, Oedipus, and Romulus and Remus,
identifying common themes like miraculous birth, abandonment, and overcoming danger in infancy. These

examples illustrate the universal narrative pattern Rank discusses and its psychological significance.

Additional Resources

Otto Rank and The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: An In-depth Exploration

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero stands as a seminal work in psychoanalytic literature, deeply
influencing the understanding of myth, psychology, and human development. Otto Rank, a pioneering
psychologist and a close associate of Sigmund Freud, introduced innovative perspectives on the hero myth
that have resonated across fields such as literature, anthropology, and psychoanalysis. His exploration into
the archetypal narrative of the hero’s birth not only redefined myth interpretation but also provided

profound insights into the collective human psyche.

Understanding Otto Rank’s Contribution to Mythology and
Psychology

Otto Rank’s approach to myth, particularly in "The Myth of the Birth of the Hero," diverged from



traditional Freudian interpretations by emphasizing the psychological significance of the birth narrative.
Unlike Freud’s focus on the Oedipal complex and sexual drives, Rank viewed the hero myth as an
expression of the universal human condition—specifically, the tension between individuality and

dependency.

Rank argued that the myth of the hero’s birth symbolically represents the individual's struggle for
separation and autonomy from parental figures, especially the mother. This narrative archetype reflects the
existential challenge of emerging from the safety and unity of the womb into the uncertainty of life. His
work suggested that mythic tales of heroes born under extraordinary circumstances are metaphors for this

fundamental psychological birth trauma.

The Central Thesis of "The Myth of the Birth of the Hero"

At the heart of Rank’s thesis is the idea that all hero myths portray a common theme: the hero’s miraculous
or unusual birth signifies the psychological rupture between mother and child. This rupture leads to the
hero’s journey—a quest for identity and self-realization. Rank meticulously analyzed various myths from

diverse cultures, identifying recurring motifs such as:

The hero’s birth under mysterious or divine circumstances.

An attempt to destroy or eliminate the hero at birth, often by jealous relatives or rulers.

The hero’s abandonment or rescue by foster parents.

The hero’s eventual return and triumph over adversaries.

These motifs, Rank argued, symbolize the deep-seated anxieties surrounding birth and separation,

reflecting a universal human narrative that transcends cultural boundaries.

Comparative Analysis: Rank and Other Mythologists

Otto Rank’s interpretation is often contrasted with other mythologists such as Joseph Campbell and Carl
Jung. While Campbell’s "Hero with a Thousand Faces" popularized the monomyth or hero’s journey as a
universal narrative pattern, Rank’s focus was more specifically on the psychological implications of birth

and separation.

Carl Jung’s archetypal theory shares similarities with Rank’s ideas, particularly the emphasis on collective



unconscious symbols. However, Rank’s work is more concrete in tracing the hero myth to the primal
experience of birth trauma, whereas Jung’s archetypes are broader, encompassing various symbols and

motifs that recur across cultures.

This distinction is important for scholars and enthusiasts of mythology who seek to understand the
psychological underpinnings of mythic narratives. Rank’s contribution provides a foundation for

interpreting myths not just as cultural artifacts but as expressions of innate human psychological processes.

Psychological Features and Symbolism in the Hero’s Birth Myth

Rank’s analysis reveals several psychological features embedded in hero birth myths:

1. Birth as Trauma: The transition from unity with the mother to separation is inherently traumatic

and is mythologized as the hero’s dramatic birth.

2. Destruction Attempts: The efforts to kill the hero at birth symbolize parental
ambivalence—simultaneous love and hostility—reflecting the infant’s ambivalence towards the

mother.

3. Rescue and Fosterage: The hero’s survival through rescue by others represents social mediation in

the individuation process.

4. Return and Conquest: The hero’s eventual success mirrors the individual’s mastery over initial

separation fears and assertion of autonomy.

These features underscore the notion that myths serve a therapeutic function, helping individuals negotiate

their internal conflicts through symbolic storytelling.

Influence and Modern Relevance of Otto Rank’s Work

The impact of "otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero" extends beyond psychoanalysis into
contemporary literary criticism, film studies, and cultural anthropology. Rank’s insights have been used to
interpret epic narratives, religious stories, and even modern superhero tales, illustrating the enduring

power of birth myths in shaping human imagination.

In modern psychology, Rank’s emphasis on birth trauma prefigured later developments in developmental

psychology and attachment theory, which recognize early separations and reunions as pivotal in personality



formation. His work also challenges simplistic Freudian models by highlighting the complexity of human

emotional experiences surrounding birth and identity formation.

Pros and Cons of Rank’s Theoretical Approach

While Otto Rank’s theories offer profound insights, they are not without criticism:

e Pros:
o Provides a psychologically rich interpretation of mythic birth narratives.
o Bridges psychoanalysis with cross-cultural mythology.

o Offers a universal framework for understanding individual development.

e Cons:

o Some critiques argue Rank’s focus on birth trauma may be too narrow, overlooking other

mythic dimensions.
o His psychoanalytic lens may not fully account for sociocultural and historical contexts of myths.

o Rank’s ideas, developed in the early 20th century, sometimes lack empirical validation by

modern standards.

Despite these limitations, Rank’s work remains a cornerstone in the study of myth and psychology.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Birth of the Hero Myth

Otto Rank’s exploration of the myth of the birth of the hero offers a compelling lens through which to
examine the intersection of myth, psychology, and human experience. By illuminating the symbolic
meaning behind hero birth narratives, Rank helped to deepen the understanding of how myths articulate

fundamental psychological realities. His work continues to inspire scholars and practitioners who seek to



unravel the mysteries of human identity, creativity, and resilience, proving that the myth of the hero’s

birth is not just a story of ancient times but a living narrative embedded within the human psyche.

Otto Rank The Myth Of The Birth Of The Hero

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
2012-10-19 Originally published in 1914, this fascinating volume in the Nervous and Mental Disease
Monograph Series presents a psychological interpretation of characters from classical mythology,
from Oedipus to Perseus, and Hercules to Jesus. Authored by Dr Otto Rank (1884-1939), an
associate of Sigmund Freud, it is suited to those interested in the classics, history and mythology,
and psychoanalysis alike. Chapters include: introduction - Sargon - Moses - Karna - Oedipus - Paris
-Telephos - Perseus - Gilgamos - Kyros - Tristan - Romulus - Hercules - Jesus - Siegfried - Lohengrin.
We are republishing this rare, vintage text in a high quality, modern and affordable edition,
complete with a specially written concise biography.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
2013-05-12 In this study Rank looks at a a wide variety of Eurasian hero birth narratives, including
Greek, Roman, Judeo-Christian, Indian, and Germanic legendary figures. He uses the methodology
and vocabulary of classic Freudian psychoanalysis to do so. The middle part of this book, where
Rank enumerates some of these tales, will be the most useful for modern readers, as he draws on a
wide range of sources, some of them fairly obscure. In the last part he puts these myths ‘on the
couch' as it were, and ties up his thesis very coherently. One of the most vexing questions of
comparative mythology is the cross-cultural similarities in myths, folklore and legends. For instance,
the flood myth, the heroic quest, and particularly birth-tales of the hero, appear around the world.
Rank attempts to explain these common motifs in terms of what he believed to be psychological
universals.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
2015-11 Segal as well as Otto Rank's 1914 essay The Play in Hamlet.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
F. Robbins, Smith Ely Jelliffe, 2015-08-24 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Dr. Otto Rank,
2015-06-14 Excerpt from The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: A Psychological Interpretation of
Mythology The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: A Psychological Interpretation of Mythology was
written by Dr. Otto Rank in 1914. This is a 107 page book, containing 38767 words. Search Inside is
enabled for this title. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-096/otto-rank-the-myth-of-the-birth-of-the-hero.pdf

the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in
our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
1914

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero: A
Psychological Interpretation of Mythology (1914) Otto Rank, 2009-08 Originally published in
German in 1909, Otto Rank's The Myth of the Birth of the Hero offered psychoanalytical
interpretations of mythological stories as a means of understanding the human psyche. Thirteen
years later, Rank substantially revised this seminal work, incorporating new discoveries in
psychoanalysis, mythology, and ethnology, doubling the size of the book. This expanded second
edition has never before been available in English.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
F. Robbins, Smith Ely Jelliffe, 2013-12 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This
book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant
marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process.
We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it
back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works
worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and
hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification
fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to
ensure edition identification: ++++ The Myth Of The Birth Of The Hero: A Psychological
Interpretation Of Mythology; Issue 18 Of Nervous And Mental Disease Monograph Series Otto Rank,
F. Robbins, Smith Ely Jelliffe F. Robbins, Smith Ely Jelliffe The Journal of nervous and mental disease
publishing company, 1914 Psychology; Psychopathology; General; Heroes; Mythology; Psychology /
Psychopathology / General; Psychology, Pathological

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero Otto Rank,
1964

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the Birth of the Hero and Other
Writings by Otto Rank Philip Freund, 1964

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Myth of the birth of the hero Otto Rank,
1914

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: MYTH OF THE BIRTH OF THE HERO OTTO.
RANK, 2018

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The “AWorld of Myth David Adams Leeming,
1991-01-24 The World of Myth provides a sweeping anthology of myths, ranging from ancient Egypt
and Greece to the Polynesian islands and modern science. We read stories of great floods from the
ancient Babylonians, Hebrews, Chinese, and Mayans; tales of apocalypse from India, the Norse,
Christianity, and modern science; myths of the mother goddess from Native American Hopi culture
and James Lovelock's Gaia. Leeming has culled myths from around the world, offering one of the
most wide-ranging collections of what he calls the collective dreams of humanity. Equally important,
he has organized these myths according to a number of themes, comparing and contrasting how
various societies have addressed similar concerns, or have told similar stories.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: Psychoanalytic Pioneers Franz Alexander,
Samuel Eisenstein, Martin Grotjahn, 1995-01-01 Psychoanalytic Pioneers is a comprehensive history
of psychoanalysis as seen through the lives and the works of its most eminent teachers, thinkers,
and clinicians. It is also a definitive portrait of the atmosphere in which psychoanalytic creativity has
emerged and flourished. Going beyond mere biographical description, the contributors elucidate the
contributions of various psychoanalysts to the evolution of psychoanalytic thought, and evaluate
their roles in the development of psychoanalysis as a science, as a method of investigation, as a




treatment technique, and as an organization. The editors have assembled profiles of Karl Abraham,
Sandor Ferenczi, Otto Rank, Carl Jung, Alfred Adler, Ernest Jones, Paul Federn, Oskar Pfister,
Harms Sachs, A.A. Brill, Sandor Rado, Theodor Reik, Melanie Klein, Otto Fenichel, Karen Horney,
Heinz Hartmann, Ernst Kris, and twenty-four other pioneers, whose influence on psychoanalysis
reverberates to this day. In a new introduction, Eisenstein maintains that while man and his
unconscious have not changed much since Freud's time, today psychoanalysis is full of many
different clinical and theoretical viewpoints. Among the ideas being debated are object theory, drive
theory, the oedipal concept, intersubjectivity, and self-psychology. Eisenstein also discusses the
contributions of psychohistory, a recent and significant development in psychoanalysis in which
psychological study is applied to historical periods and personalities. Psychoanalytic Pioneers will be
an important addition to the libraries of psychoanalysts, psychologists, psychiatrists, sociologists,
historians, and anyone interested in the influence of psychoanalysis in our lives.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Hard Facts of the Grimms' Fairy Tales
Maria Tatar, 2019-01-22 1. Children's literature? -- 1. Sex and violence : the hard core of fairy tales --
2. Fact and fantasy : the art of reading fairy tales -- 3. Victims and seekers : the family romance of
fairy tales -- II. Heroes -- 4. Born yesterday : The spear side -- 5. Spinning tales : the distaff side -- III.
Villains -- 6. From nags to witches : stepmothers and other ogres -- 7. Taming the beast : Bluebeard
and other monsters -- Epilogue : getting even -- Appendixes -- A. Six fairy tales from the Nursery and
household tales, with commentary -- B. Selected tales from the first edition of the Nursery and
household tales -- C. Prefaces to the first and second editions of the Nursery and household tales --
D. English titles, tale numbers, and German titles of stories cited -- E. Bibliographical note.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: Myth Robert Alan Segal, 2015 This Very Short
Introduction explores different approaches to myth from several disciplines, including science,
religion, philosophy, literature, and psychology. In this new edition, Robert Segal considers both the
future study of myth as well as the impact of areas such as cognitive science and the latest
approaches to narrative theory.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: The Feminine Messiah Ruth Kara-Ivanov
Kaniel, 2021-08-30 In The Feminine Messiah: King David in the Image of the Shekhina in Kabbalistic
Literature, Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel presents an in-depth study focusing on the centrality of the
figure of King David in Jewish culture and mystical literature. King David is one of the most colorful,
complex, and controversial personalities in Jewish lore. While numerous studies have focused on
David's centrality to biblical literature and late antiquity, to date no comprehensive scholarly
attempt has been made to investigate his image in Jewish kabbalistic literature. This innovative
study also contributes to the understanding of the connection between the mystical and
psychoanalytic perception of the self, as well as illuminating issues of gender fluidity, identity, and
sexuality in medieval kabbalistic literature.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: In Quest of the Hero Otto Rank, Lord Fitzroy
Richard Somerset Raglan, Alan Dundes, 2021-08-10 In Quest of the Hero makes available for a new
generation of readers two key works on hero myths: Otto Rank's Myth of the Birth of the Hero and
the central section of Lord Raglan's The Hero. Amplifying these is Alan Dundes's fascinating
contemporary inquiry, The Hero Pattern and the Life of Jesus. Examined here are the patterns found
in the lore surrounding historical or legendary figures like Gilgamesh, Moses, David, Oedipus,
Odysseus, Perseus, Heracles, Aeneas, Romulus, Siegfried, Lohengrin, Arthur, and Buddha. Rank's
monograph remains the classic application of Freudian theory to hero myths. In The Hero the noted
English ethnologist Raglan singles out the myth-ritualist pattern in James Frazer's many-sided
Golden Bough and applies that pattern to hero myths. Dundes, the eminent folklorist at the
University of California at Berkeley, applies the theories of Rank, Raglan, and others to the case of
Jesus. In his introduction to this selection from Rank, Raglan, and Dundes, Robert Segal, author of
the major study of Joseph Campbell, charts the history of theorizing about hero myths and compares
the approaches of Rank, Raglan, Dundes, and Campbell.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: Hermeneutics and Hindu Thought: Toward



a Fusion of Horizons Rita Sherma, Arvind Sharma, 2008-05-21 The advent of Hindu Studies
coincides with the emergence of modern hermeneutics. Despite this co-emergence and rich
possibilities inherent in dialectical encounters between theories of modern and post-modern
hermeneutics, and those of Hindu hermeneutical traditions, such an enterprise has not been widely
endeavored. The aim of this volume is to initiate such an interface. Essays in this volume reflect one
or more of the following categories: (1) Examination of challenges and possibilities inherent in
applying Western hermeneutics to Hindu traditions. (2) Critiques of certain heuristics used,
historically, to “understand” Hindu traditions. (3) Elicitation of new hermeneutical paradigms from
Hindu thought, to develop cross-cultural or dialogical hermeneutics. Applications of interpretive
methodologies conditioned by Western culture to classify Indian thought have had important
impacts. Essays by Sharma, Bilimoria, Sugirtharajah, and Tilak examine these impacts, offering
alternate interpretive models for understanding Hindu concepts in particular and the Indian
religious context in general. Several essays offer original insights regarding potential applications of
traditional Hindu philosophical principles to cross-cultural hermeneutics (Long, Bilimoria,
Klostermaier, Adarkar, and Taneja). Others engage Hindu texts philosophically to elicit deeper
interpretations (Phillips, and Rukmani). In presenting essays that are both critical and constructive,
we seek to uncover intellectual space for creative dialectical engagement that, we hope, will catalyze
a reciprocal hermeneutics.

otto rank the myth of the birth of the hero: Psycho Thrillers William Indick, 2013-10-18
Mind control, madness and altered states of reality can make for exciting nights at the
movies--which explains the enduring popularity of a film genre that might be called the psycho
thriller. Psychiatry and film came of age simultaneously, and characters such as the evil psychiatrist
and the pathological killer were often developed in direct reference to the psychological themes that
inspired them. For example, the penchants of Hitchcock's famously creepy Norman Bates
represented real psychological disorders, and his actions were explained through psychoanalysis.
The psycho thriller presents a world where psychology represents a dimension of supernatural and
metaphysical wonders. The introduction analyzes what makes a psycho thriller, and subsequent
chapters are devoted to each of the archetypal psycho thriller characters (the mad scientist, the
psycho killer, the individual with psychic powers, and the psychiatrist) and themes (mind control,
dreams, memory, and existential issues). The concluding chapter lists the top twenty psycho
thrillers. Stills from classic films in the genre illustrate the text, which also includes filmography,
bibliography, and index.
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