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How to Address a Letter to Someone in Basic Training

how to address a letter to someone in basic training is a question many friends and family
members ask when their loved one embarks on the challenging journey of military basic training.
Sending mail during this period is more than just a way to keep in touch; it's a vital morale booster
that helps recruits feel supported and connected despite the rigorous routine they face. However,
addressing these letters correctly is essential to ensure they reach their destination without delay or
confusion. Whether you’re new to military correspondence or simply want to make sure your letter
gets through, understanding the proper format and nuances of mailing to a recruit in basic training is
a valuable skill.

Why Proper Addressing Matters During Basic Training

When someone enters basic training, the military has strict rules and systems in place for handling
mail. Unlike regular home addresses, mail sent to recruits must follow specific guidelines to navigate
military postal services successfully. Incorrectly addressed letters can get lost, returned, or delayed,
which can be disheartening for both sender and recipient. Properly addressing your letter not only
ensures timely delivery but also respects the military’s operational security protocols and maintains
the privacy of recruits.

Understanding the Basics of Military Mail Addressing

Before diving into the exact format, it’s helpful to grasp a few fundamentals about military mail. The
U.S. military uses a system called the Army Post Office (APO), Fleet Post Office (FPO), or Diplomatic
Post Office (DPO) for routing mail overseas and within military installations. Recruits in basic training
are typically stationed at specific training bases which have designated APO addresses.

Key Components of a Military Address

For letters to successfully reach someone in basic training, they usually include these components:

Recipient’s full name: This should match the name the recruit uses officially.

Unit or Training Company: This helps military mail clerks sort the mail internally.

Training Battalion or Company number: Specific details about the recruit’s training unit.

Basic Training Location: The name of the military base or training center.



e APO/FPO address: The standardized military post office address used for the base.
o Military Zip Code: A five-digit code that directs the mail appropriately.

e Country abbreviation: Usually "USA" for domestic mail or as required for overseas bases.

How to Address a Letter to Someone in Basic Training:
Step-by-Step

Getting these details right makes the difference between a letter arriving on time or getting lost in
transit. Here's a straightforward approach:

1. Confirm the Full Name and Rank

While recruits usually don’t have ranks during initial training, it's best to write their full name as used
in official records. Avoid nicknames unless you know they are acceptable. If the recruit has a rank,
include it (e.g., Pvt John Doe).

2. Include the Training Unit and Company Information

Basic training centers typically assign recruits to specific companies or battalions. This information is
vital for routing within the base. If unsure, ask the recruit or check with the training center’s website
for mailing instructions.

3. Use the Correct Basic Training Facility Address

Each branch of the military has different training bases. For example:
e Army: Fort Jackson, South Carolina, or Fort Benning, Georgia
e Navy: Great Lakes Naval Training Center, lllinois

¢ Air Force: Lackland Air Force Base, Texas

e Marine Corps: Parris Island, South Carolina, or San Diego, California

These bases have specific APO/FPO addresses you must use.



4. Write the Military Post Office (APO/FPO) Address Correctly

An example format looks like this:

Recipient’'s Name
Unit/Company/Battalion
Training Facility Name
APO/FPO, AE/AP/AA Zip Code
USA

The AE, AP, and AA codes stand for different geographic areas — AE for Armed Forces Europe, AP for
Armed Forces Pacific, and AA for Armed Forces Americas.

5. Double-Check the Zip Code

The five-digit zip code associated with the APO/FPO address is crucial. It ensures the mail gets sorted
and shipped properly through military postal systems.

Sample Address Format for Basic Training Letters

To make this clearer, here’'s an example of how you might address a letter to a recruit at Fort Jackson
Army Basic Training:

Pvt John A. Smith

B Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment
Fort Jackson

Unit 1234 Box 5678

APO AE 29099

USA

Notice how the unit and box number are included, along with the APO and zip code. This format helps
the postal service and military mailroom staff deliver the letter efficiently.

Additional Tips for Sending Letters to Someone in
Basic Training

Be Mindful of Mail Restrictions

During basic training, recruits often have limited access to personal mail. Some training commands
restrict certain items like photos, stamps, or envelopes with adhesives. It's wise to check the specific
branch’s mailing guidelines before sending.



Keep Letters Positive and Encouraging

Basic training is physically and mentally demanding. Letters that provide encouragement, support,
and positivity can mean a lot to someone far from home and under stress.

Use Plain Stationery and Avoid Excess Packaging

Military mail systems prefer simple, lightweight mail. Avoid bulky packages or heavy envelopes, which
might delay delivery or incur extra fees.

Include a Return Address

Always put your return address on the envelope. This ensures that if there’s an issue with delivery,
the letter can be returned to you rather than lost.

Understanding the Timeframe for Delivery

It’s important to remember that mail to and from basic training can take longer than usual. The
military postal system handles vast amounts of correspondence, and recruits spend much of their day
in training activities, limiting their ability to check mail frequently. Sending letters early and
understanding potential delays can help manage expectations.

How to Find the Correct Address for Your Recruit

If you're unsure about how to address a letter to someone in basic training, the best approach is to
ask the recruit directly before they depart or shortly after they arrive. Many recruits receive welcome
letters that include their mailing address. Additionally, official military websites for basic training
centers often provide detailed mailing instructions for family and friends.

Use Official Resources

Each branch frequently updates mailing procedures or addresses, especially if training units move or
reorganize. Relying on official military sources ensures your letters are sent to the right place at the
right time.

Keep Track of Changes

Sometimes, recruits move between training phases or different locations. Staying in touch and



confirming addresses periodically will help maintain your letter correspondence.

Encouraging Communication Beyond Letters

While letters remain a cherished form of communication during basic training, many recruits also
have access to email or digital messaging services at certain points. However, these options may be
limited or controlled by military policies. Physical letters have a timeless charm and often provide a
tangible reminder of home, making the effort to address and send them correctly even more
worthwhile.

Writing to someone in basic training is a special way to show your support during a transformative
period in their life. By understanding how to address a letter to someone in basic training correctly,
you can bridge the distance and provide comfort, encouragement, and a touch of home when it
matters most.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do | address a letter to someone in basic training?

Write the recruit's full name, their training company or unit if known, the training location (such as the
name of the basic training camp), and the official mailing address provided by the military branch.
Include the recruit's identification number if required.

What information should I include on the envelope when
sending mail to someone in basic training?

Include the recruit's full name, their training company or platoon (if known), the training base's name
and address, and any specific unit or box number assigned by the training command.

Can | use the recruit’s personal address when addressing a
letter to basic training?

No, you should send the letter to the official training facility address provided by the military. Personal
addresses are not used during basic training.

Is it important to include the recruit’s training unit or
company on the letter?

Yes, including the training unit or company helps ensure the letter reaches the recruit promptly as
mail is sorted by unit during basic training.

How do | find the correct mailing address for basic training?

Check the official website of the military branch or contact the recruiter for the correct mailing



address and any specific instructions for sending mail to basic training.

Are there restrictions on what | can write or send in letters to
someone in basic training?

Yes, letters should be positive and supportive. Avoid including prohibited items or sensitive
information. Check the military branch’s guidelines for any mail restrictions.

How long does it typically take for a letter to reach someone
in basic training?

It usually takes about 7-10 days for mail to be processed and delivered to a recruit in basic training,
but times can vary depending on the location and postal services.

Can | send packages or only letters to someone in basic
training?

Policies vary by branch, but generally only letters and flat mail are allowed. Some branches permit
small, approved items; always check the specific training facility's mail guidelines.

What should | write on the return address when sending a
letter to basic training?

Include your full name and return address on the envelope so the recruit can reply and the letter can
be returned to you if undeliverable.

Additional Resources

How to Address a Letter to Someone in Basic Training: A Detailed Guide

how to address a letter to someone in basic training is a question frequently asked by family
members, friends, and loved ones who wish to maintain communication during a pivotal time in a
service member’s life. Writing to someone undergoing military basic training involves more than just
penning a heartfelt message; it requires adherence to specific protocols and an understanding of
military mailing procedures. This article delves into the nuances of addressing a letter to a recruit in
basic training, highlighting essential details, practical tips, and common challenges to ensure your
correspondence reaches its intended recipient promptly and safely.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Addressing in
Military Mail

Sending mail to someone in basic training is not simply a matter of writing their name and dropping
the letter in the mailbox. The military operates under strict guidelines designed to protect the privacy
and safety of recruits while ensuring the efficient handling of a high volume of mail. Incorrectly



addressed letters can result in delays, misplacement, or even return to sender. Therefore, mastering
how to address a letter to someone in basic training is crucial for maintaining morale and providing
emotional support to the recruit.

Basic training locations are often large military installations with specific mailing formats. Each branch
of the U.S. Armed Forces—Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard—may have unique

requirements or addresses for their training facilities. Familiarity with these differences can
significantly improve mail delivery success.

Key Components of Addressing a Letter to Basic
Training

1. Recipient’s Full Name and Rank

Always begin by including the recruit’s full name. Although recruits in basic training typically do not
hold a military rank yet, including “Recruit” followed by their last name is a common practice. For
example:

e Recruit John Doe

This designation is important because it helps postal workers and military mailroom staff properly sort
and identify the recipient.

2. Training Unit or Platoon Information

If you know the specific unit, platoon, or company your recruit is assigned to, include this information.
This detail helps further narrow down the mail’s destination within the training base. However, if this
information is unknown, it is still acceptable to send the letter without it, as the mailroom personnel
will typically handle the distribution.

3. Correct Military Installation Address

Each basic training facility has a designated mailing address, often including a unit or battalion
number, the base name, and a standardized postal code. For example, an Army basic training letter
might be addressed as:

e Recruit John Doe

e Unit 1234, Basic Training Battalion



e Fort Benning, GA 31905

It is imperative to verify the exact mailing address, which can usually be found on official military
websites or by contacting the recruit’'s family liaison office. Using an outdated or incorrect address
can delay or prevent mail delivery.

4. Return Address

Including a clear return address is essential. This not only allows the postal service to return
undeliverable mail but also provides the recruit with a way to identify who the letter is from. The
return address should be placed in the top left corner of the envelope and formatted according to
USPS standards.

Common Challenges in Mailing Letters to Basic
Training Recruits

Mail Security and Screening

Due to security concerns, all mail sent to military training facilities undergoes screening. This process
can delay delivery times, sometimes by several days or weeks. Understanding this helps set realistic
expectations for when the recruit might receive the letter.

Restrictions on Content and Packages

Basic training programs impose strict rules on the types of mail recruits can receive. Letters cannot
contain contraband, inappropriate content, or unauthorized items. Packages and parcels are often
discouraged or restricted, and in many cases, only letters and postcards are allowed. Familiarizing
oneself with these restrictions prevents disappointment and ensures compliance with military
regulations.

Addressing Letters for Different Military Branches

Each branch of the military may have slight variations in how to address mail to basic training. For
instance, Marine Corps boot camp letters are addressed differently from Air Force basic training
letters. Here are examples of typical mailing addresses for some branches:

e Army: Recruit Name, Unit Number, Training Battalion, Fort Location, State, ZIP Code



e Marine Corps: Recruit Name, Platoon Number, Company, Recruit Training Depot Parris Island,
SC ZIP Code

¢ Air Force: Trainee Name, Squadron Number, Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, TX ZIP Code

e Navy: Recruit Name, Company Number, Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, IL ZIP Code

Confirming the proper format with the specific branch’s official resources is advisable before sending
mail.

Tips for Writing Effective Letters to Basic Training
Recruits

Keep It Positive and Encouraging

Basic training is an intense experience. Letters that focus on motivation, encouragement, and support
tend to boost the recruit’s morale. Avoid discussing negative news or topics that might increase
stress.

Be Mindful of Privacy

Recruits live in close quarters, and their mail may be read or handled by others. Avoid sharing overly
personal or sensitive information that the recruit might not want widely known.

Use Simple, Clear Language

Given the recruit’'s demanding schedule and potential distractions, clear and concise letters are more
likely to be read and appreciated. Including questions can encourage replies when the recruit has free
time.

How to Address a Letter to Someone in Basic Training:
A Step-by-Step Summary

1. Start with the recruit’s full name and the title “Recruit” or “Trainee.”

2. Include unit, platoon, or company information if available.



3. Use the exact mailing address of the basic training facility, verified through official channels.
4. Add your return address in the top left corner.
5. Write a positive, supportive message within the letter content.

6. Check for mailing restrictions specific to the recruit’'s branch of service.

By carefully following these steps, senders can maximize the likelihood that their letters will reach
recruits in basic training without unnecessary delays or complications.

Final Considerations on Addressing Letters to Basic
Training

The process of how to address a letter to someone in basic training demands attention to detail and
an understanding of military mailing protocols. While the rules may seem complex, the emotional
impact of receiving mail during this rigorous period cannot be overstated. Letters serve as a vital link
between recruits and their support networks, offering comfort and encouragement that can make a
meaningful difference in the challenging days of training.

In an era where digital communication dominates, traditional letters retain a unique significance
within the military community. They symbolize patience, dedication, and a personal touch that
electronic messages often lack. As such, mastering the art of addressing and sending mail to basic
training is more than a logistical task—it is an expression of enduring support that transcends
distance and circumstance.

How To Address A Letter To Someone In Basic Training

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: The Ultimate Basic Training
Guidebook Michael Volkin, 2007-10-04 How to prepare—mentally and physically—for life in the
armed forces. Making the transition from civilian to soldier can be tough. Knowing what to expect
can help. In this guide, Michael Volkin, who enlisted in the US Army after 9/11—and found himself
unprepared for the new world of the military with its unknown acronyms, demanding exercises, and
other challenges—provides valuable information about the process. During his own basic training,
he began taking extensive notes, and while serving in Iraq he interviewed hundreds of other
soldiers—in order to put together this book in the hopes of making things easier for future recruits
in any branch of the armed forces. The Ultimate Basic Training Guidebook offers: Step-by-step
instructions and solutions Helpful charts and graphics A special eight-week fitness program
specifically designed to improve your fitness test scores Study guides A list of what to bring (and
what not to bring) to basic training And much more

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: The Ultimate Interactive Basic
Training Workbook Michael Volkin, 2007 The Ultimate Interactive Basic Training Workbook is a
comprehensive interactive guide crafted especially for today's computer-savvy recruit. When used
together with Volkin's original guidebook, the Workbook provides every recruit with the inside
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knowledge of basic training he/she needs to not only survive, but thrive in the military. This
remarkabl

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Bubba's Dawg Might Be a
Redneck W. R. Benton, 2005-06 Have you ever wondered how true Southerners live? Have you ever
thought much about how they see life and how they react to the different things that happen every
day to each of us? Take look at Dixie Land as few folks ever see it, as it really is! See it through the
eyes of award winning Writer, Cartoonist, and Southern Humorist, W.R. Benton. Visit Bubba Lee,
Maude, Nadine Lucille, Bobby Dale, Willie Eugene and the rest of the 'Possum Holler gang as they
face life as Rednecks, which puts them in the mentally challenged category of life.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Basic Training For Dummies Rod
Powers, 2011-08-31 The easy way to prepare for basic training Each year, thousands of young
Americans attempt to enlist in the U.S. Armed Services. A number of factors during a soldier's
training could inhibit successful enlistment, including mental toughness and physical fitness levels.
Basic Training For Dummies covers the ins and outs of this initial process, preparing you for the
challenges you?ll face before you head off for basic training.. You'll get detailed, week-by-week
information on what to expect in basic training for each branch of service, such as physical training,
discipline, classroom instruction, drill and ceremony, obstacle courses, simulated war games,
self-defense, marksmanship, and other milestones. Tips and information on getting in shape to pass
the Physical Fitness Test (PFT) All-important advice on what to pack for boot camp Other title by
Powers: ASVAB For Dummies Premier, 3rd Edition, Veterans Benefits For Dummies Whether you
join the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or the Coast Guard, Basic Training For Dummies
prepares you for the challenge and will help you survive and thrive in boot camp!

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Resting in God's Shadow Jeffrey
Lynn Brooks, 2021-02-06 Boot Camp. The starting point for everyone who joins the military. No one
who signs up expects it to be easy. It’s not supposed to be. But everyone at some point during boot
camp comes to the end of their own strength. It is at that point where a little encouragement makes
all the difference. Resting in God’s Shadow offers encouragement specifically written for those in
this especially challenging period of the military. Chaplain (Major) Jeffrey L. Brooks, U.S. Army
Retired knows what he’s talking about, with 22 years of active military service. During that time, he
served as chaplain at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, encouraging the men and women in boot camp
to never give up on themselves or their dreams, keep a positive mental attitude, and give it their
best. Since then he’s had a passion to write these encouragements into a book. This book is a
collection of twelve devotionals, followed by a prayer book with spaces to record your thoughts. The
devotionals in Part One correspond with the prayer book in Part Two. Concise and focused devotions
fit into even the most rigorous training schedule. Whether you're active in the military, or have a
loved one headed to boot camp, this devotional is sure to provide just the right words of
encouragement and Scripture.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: When Good Enough Just Isn't
Good Enough Robert Leslie Holmes, 2017-08-20 If you are content with just getting by, this book is
not for you. But if your life’s purpose is to reach God’s best for your life then this book can make a
difference every day of your life. Not only that, it can help you to make a positive difference in the
lives of others in your family, your church, and your organization. The life principles outlined in
these pages are time tested, easily adaptable, and well proven. They work. They will work for you.
Using solid Bible principles and inspiring life-transforming illustrations, Robert Leslie Holmes invites
you to join him on a step-by-step ten point journey of faith and hope that will make life better for you
and you better for life.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Paul and First-Century Letter
Writing E. Randolph Richards, 2025-07-29 Traditional Christian art depicts Paul the letter writer,
pen in hand, attentive to the Spirit. We might think we know better and imagine him pacing in
agitation as he rapidly dictates to a secretary his letter to the Galatians. But in reality neither of
these pictures is accurate. In Paul's day, producing a letter was a time-consuming and costly



business. And we have ample resources from the ancient world to piece together what it must have
been like. A secretary was usually part of the picture. But so were notes, drafts, corrections and
careful rewrites, not to speak of scratchy pens, sooty ink and coarse papyrus. Interestingly, there is
evidence that Paul involved his missionary team in the writing of letters. And then came the delivery
over land and sea, the reading and circulation, as well as the epistolary afterlife of copying,
collecting and storing. E. Randolph Richards has extensively studied ancient letter writing and
secretaries. Informed by the historical evidence and with a sharp eye for telltale clues in Paul's
letters, he takes us into this world and places us on the scene with Paul the letter writer. What first
appears to be just a study of secretaries and stationery turns out to be an intriguing glimpse of Paul
the letter writer that overthrows our preconceptions and offers a new perspective on how this
important portion of Christian Scripture came to be.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Military Review , 1981

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Letters Home Mary Ward, 2004-11 A
memoir of war from a mother's perspective. From the time her son, PFC Sean Ward of the 3rd
Infantry Division (mechanized) enlisted in the Army as an infantryman she knew it was how he chose
to express his citizenship after 9/11. She shares his letters from basic training through the war. The
letters illustrate the evolution of a teenage boy to the maturity of a young man in less than a years
time. At the same time she opens the window to her family's heart and soul while life continues for
them bringing other issues they must address.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Leading the Way Robert Leslie
Holmes, 2016-10-24 If you are a leader content with just getting by, this book is not for you.
However, if your life’s purpose is to reach God’s best for your life and to lead others to achieve their
best then this book can make a difference every day for the rest of your life. Not only that, it can
help you to lead other people, whether in your family, your church, or your organization. The life
principles outlined in these pages are time tested, easily adaptable, and well proven. They have
worked. They do work. They will work for you. Using solid Bible principles and inspiring
life-transforming illustrations, Robert Leslie Holmes invites you to join him on a step-by-step journey
of faith and hope that will make life better for you and you better for life.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Quarterly Review of Military
Literature , 1981

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Professional Journal of the United
States Army, 1981

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Guide for New Reservists , 1987

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Dead River to Living Water Tommy
Poole, 2023-04-18 Will you love her, honor her, and cherish her for as long as you both shall live?
Tommy assented to this question not once, not twice, but three times. And each time, he stood
before the same woman! Follow his story as he journeys from the Dead River swamp of South
Georgia through the muddy waters of a sin-filled life as a rebellious teen, a disrespectful son, an
arrogant US Marine, an unfaithful husband, and an absent father until, in desperation and on
realizing his need for more than human help, he cried out to God! You will be inspired as his story
unfolds. Just as the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well received a drink of Jesus's living water,
changing everything for her, so it was for Tommy Poole. A life of sin being overcome by God's
abundant, amazing grace and love and then the incredible joy of experiencing human forgiveness
that comes after, which could only be the fruit of the Savior's example, all lead to a life of service in
ministry for his Redeemer! Tommy journals how the voyage from this life's dead river to living water
is possible for everyone! Comments from Pastor Gary Moyer, VP for Administration/Executive
Secretary of the Caroline Conference If you need encouragement that God is able to turn your life
around for the better, you need to read this book. This is one of those easy, compelling reads I found
hard to put down. I've known Tommy for years but never knew the whole, amazing story. Wow!
Comments from Thomas T. Hardy, Director and Speaker of the Layman's Guidepost, LLC. What an
amazing testimony! Absolutely amazing! I love the river/ water allegory and how it remains




consistent throughout the book. The opening scene at the kitchen table is incredibly powerful! It
drew me in immediately! Your early years were so intensely challenging with so many distinctive
experiences. This story is something a lot of people will not be able to put down once they get
started. It is almost like a movie! Your raw honesty is very earthly and real, making your references
to the spiritual concepts more voracious for the consumption of the reader. I love it! The impelling
motives you give the reader at the end of most chapters kept me wanting more. Yet the horrors of
the alcoholic demon that overshadowed your life gave me great insight about and empathy for your
struggle, Pastor! This is good stuff! Both interesting and spiritually compelling, this book grips the
reader from the outset with scenes of gritty, fallen humanity inspired and transformed by the living
waters cascading from the throne of God! The reader is invited to relive the journey of a man caught
in the throes of the fallen nature, being miraculously lifted up by the hands of Jesus Christ from His
cross. Thank you so much for allowing me the privilege of reviewing this book! It has been a
personal blessing to me in my faith walk, and I am sure that it will be a blessing to every soul who
reads it.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Air Corps News Letter , 1950

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Popular Science , 1946-11 Popular
Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The
core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science
and technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 1992 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: Second Temple Jewish “Paideia”
in Context Jason M. Zurawski, Gabriele Boccaccini, 2017-07-10 Despite the impressive strides made
in the past century in the understanding of Second Temple Jewish history and the strong scholarly
interest in paideia within ancient Greek, Hellenistic, Roman, and late antique Christian cultures, the
nature of Jewish paideia during the period has, until recently, received surprisingly little attention.
The essays collected here were first offered for discussion at the Fifth Enoch Seminar Nangeroni
Meeting, held in Naples, Italy, from June 30 - July 4, 2015, the purpose of which was to gain greater
insight into the diversity of views of Jewish education during the period, both in Judea and Diaspora
communities, by viewing them in light of their contemporary Greco-Roman backgrounds and Ancient
Near Eastern influences. Together, they represent the broad array of approaches and specialties
required to comprehend this complex and multi-faceted subject, and they demonstrate the
fundamental importance of the topic for a fuller understanding of the period. The volume will be of
particular interest to students and scholars of the history and culture of the Jewish people during the
Hellenistic and Roman periods, ancient education, and Greek and Roman history.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: We Were Innocents William D.
Dannenmaier, 2000 Known as the Forgotten War, the police action in Korea resulted in almost as
many American combat deaths in three years as the Vietnam War did in ten. Yet for many Americans
today, the Korean War brings to mind nothing more than the television series M*A*S*H. William
Dannenmaier served in Korea with the U.S. Army from December 1952 to January 1954, first as a
radioman and then as a radio scout with the Fifteenth Infantry Regiment. Eager to serve a cause in
which he fervently believed--the safeguarding of South Korea from advancing Chinese
Communists--he enlisted in the army with an innocence that soon evaporated. His letters from the
front, most of them to his sister, Ethel, provide a springboard for his candid and wry observations of
the privations, the boredom, and the devastation of infantry life. At the same time these letters,
designed to disguise the true danger of his tasks and his dehumanizing circumstances, reflect a
growing failure to communicate with those outside the combat situation. Woven through the letters



is Dannenmaier's narrative account of his combat experiences, including a vivid re-creation of the
bloody battle for Outpost Harry, which he describes as trivial and insignificant--except to the men
who fought it.A high-intensity, eight-day battle for a hill American forces would abandon three
months later with the signing of the truce, Outpost Harry was largely ignored by the press despite
heavy casualties and many official citations for heroism. From his vantage point as an Everyman,
Dannenmaier describes the frustration of men on the front lines who never saw their commanding
superiors, the exhaustion of soldiers whose long-promised leaves never materialized, the transitory
friendships and shared horrors that left indelible memories. Endangered by minefields and artillery
fire, ground down by rumors and constant tension, these men returned--if they returned at
all--profoundly and irrevocably changed. This intimate, revealing memoir, a rare account by a
common soldier, is a tribute to the Americans who served in a conflict that has only recently begun
to gain a place in official public memory.

how to address a letter to someone in basic training: A Guide to Careers in Physical
Anthropology Alan S. Ryan, 2001-12-30 The field of physical anthropology deals with issues that
everyone thinks about and cares about: our origins, our evolutionary history, and why we look and
act the way we do. The field has benefited greatly by increased attention from the media, from
popular books, and from several television series. There is a multitude of topics considered by
physical anthropologists, including human and primate origins, primate societies, growth and
development, genetics, forensic science, and nutrition. Most physical anthropology graduate
students have traditionally aspired to research and/or teaching careers at a university. However,
during the last decade there has been an increased interest in non-traditional careers outside the
ivory tower, primarily because the number of new physical anthropology Ph.D.s exceeds the number
of jobs available in anthropology departments. Because physical anthropology encompasses a variety
of research interests, students are broadly trained and have a wealth of talents and skills that make
them competitive for non-academic careers. However, pursuing opportunities outside the academy
requires thoughtful planning and training. This collection serves as a reference for students
contemplating a career in physical anthropology within or outside the academy. Several rewarding
career paths that physical anthropologists have chosen are described. Students will understand how
anthropological theory, methods, and training are applicable to job responsibilities and career
development. This book will also help departments of anthropology design coursework and training
programs that will make their students more competitive. In sum, the future of anthropology seems
promising given the discipline's broad scope and concern for issues faced by contemporary society,
and physical anthropologists will be playing an increased role in many arenas.
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