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Government and Politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850: An In-Depth Exploration

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850 present a fascinating chapter in West
African history. This period marks the emergence and consolidation of the Akuapem State, a unique
political entity situated in what is today southeastern Ghana. Understanding the political organization,
leadership structures, and external influences during this era sheds light on how the Akuapem people
navigated challenges of state-building, diplomacy, and social governance in a rapidly changing West
African landscape.

The Emergence of the Akuapem State

The early 18th century was a time of significant migration and realignment among Akan-speaking
peoples. The Akuapem State arose around 1730 as a coalition of various groups who sought refuge
and autonomy from the expansionist Ashanti Empire. This new polity was not merely a reactionary
formation but an innovative political entity that combined traditional Akan governance with
adaptations to local circumstances and external pressures.

Historical Context and Origins

The Akuapem people originally consisted of a mix of Akan migrants and indigenous Guan groups. As
the Ashanti Empire grew in power, some groups fled northwards and settled on the Akuapem hills,
seeking a defensible location. This multi-ethnic foundation influenced the state’s political structure,
which emphasized shared governance and collective decision-making.

Political Consolidation and State Formation

Around 1730, the leaders of these communities formalized their alliance, creating a confederation
that balanced power among various clans and ethnic groups. This confederation laid the groundwork
for the Akuapem State, with a central council and a paramount chief known as the Okuapehene. This
political innovation allowed for both unity and respect for local autonomy, a feature that helped
maintain stability in a region marked by frequent conflicts.

Government Structure and Political Organization

The government and politics in the Akuapem State between 1730 and 1850 were characterized by a
blend of traditional Akan chieftaincy and adaptive political mechanisms that accommodated the
diverse populations within the state.



The Role of the Okuapehene

At the apex of the political hierarchy was the Okuapehene, the paramount chief who served as the
political, military, and spiritual leader. The Okuapehene’s authority, however, was not absolute. His
power was balanced by a council of elders and divisional chiefs who represented various clans and
towns within the state. This council played a crucial role in decision-making, conflict resolution, and
governance.

Divisional Chiefs and Local Governance

The Akuapem State was divided into several divisions, each led by a divisional chief who managed
local affairs and reported to the Okuapehene. These chiefs maintained order, collected tributes, and
mobilized warriors when necessary. This decentralized approach allowed the Akuapem State to
manage its diverse population effectively while maintaining a cohesive political structure.

Council of Elders and Consensus Politics

One of the hallmarks of Akuapem governance was the emphasis on consensus and consultation. The
council of elders, composed of respected community leaders and spiritual figures, advised the
Okuapehene on critical matters. Decisions, especially those involving war, alliances, or major policy
changes, required broad agreement, which helped prevent tyranny and encouraged inclusive
governance.

Political Dynamics and Diplomacy

Government and politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850 cannot be fully understood without
recognizing the dynamic external environment in which the state operated. The Akuapem leaders
were astute diplomats who managed relationships with powerful neighbors and European traders.

Relations with the Ashanti Empire

Despite its origins as a refuge from Ashanti dominance, the Akuapem State maintained a complex
relationship with the Ashanti Empire. At times, this involved military conflict, while at other moments,
the Akuapem allied with the Ashanti for mutual benefit. This fluctuating relationship required skillful
political maneuvering and contributed to the state’s survival and growth.

Interactions with European Powers

Between 1730 and 1850, European influence along the Gold Coast intensified. The Akuapem State
engaged with British, Dutch, and Danish traders, balancing trade opportunities with the risks of



colonial encroachment. Akuapem leaders negotiated treaties and trade agreements that allowed
them to access firearms, goods, and wealth, strengthening their political position without succumbing
entirely to European domination.

Military Organization and Defense

The government’s political strength was closely tied to its military capabilities. The Akuapem
maintained a well-organized warrior class drawn from various clans. Military leaders often held
political offices, and warfare was conducted not only for expansion but also for defense against
Ashanti incursions and slave raids. This militarized political culture influenced governance, as the
Okuapehene and chiefs had to maintain popular support among warriors and civilians alike.

Social and Cultural Influences on Governance

Understanding government and politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850 also involves appreciating
the social and cultural fabric that shaped political authority and legitimacy.

Role of Religion and Spirituality

Political authority was deeply intertwined with spiritual beliefs. The Okuapehene and chiefs were seen
as custodians of sacred traditions and intermediaries between the people and ancestral spirits.
Rituals, festivals, and religious consultations were integral to governance, legitimizing decisions and
uniting the community under shared cultural values.

Customary Law and Dispute Resolution

The Akuapem State employed customary laws rooted in Akan traditions to govern social behavior and
resolve conflicts. Elders and chiefs presided over courts where disputes were settled through
mediation and consensus rather than coercion. This legal system reinforced social cohesion and
ensured that governance remained responsive to the people’s needs.

Integration of Diverse Ethnic Groups

The political system was designed to accommodate the diverse ethnic makeup of the Akuapem State.
By granting representation and autonomy to different groups, the government fostered a sense of
belonging and minimized internal strife. This inclusiveness was a key factor in the state’s resilience
during a period marked by regional upheavals.



Legacy and Historical Significance

The period between 1730 and 1850 was transformative for the Akuapem State. Its government and
politics demonstrated a sophisticated blend of tradition and innovation, allowing it to thrive amid the
challenges of the era.

The Akuapem model of governance, with its emphasis on shared authority, consensus, and cultural
integration, offers valuable insights into pre-colonial African political systems. It challenges simplistic
notions of autocratic rule, highlighting instead a dynamic and participatory political order.

Moreover, the state’s diplomatic engagements and military organization illustrate the complexity of
West African politics during the age of European expansion and internal empire-building. The
Akuapem State’s ability to maintain autonomy while navigating these pressures speaks to the skill of
its leaders and the strength of its institutions.

Exploring government and politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850 thus enriches our understanding
of African history and political thought, revealing a legacy that continues to influence the region’s
cultural identity today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the political structure of Akuapem State between
1730 and 1850?

Between 1730 and 1850, the Akuapem State operated under a centralized chieftaincy system, where
a paramount chief (Omanhene) held significant authority supported by divisional chiefs and elders
overseeing various clans and towns.

How did Akuapem State establish its autonomy during the
18th century?

Akuapem State established its autonomy through a coalition of local Akan groups who united to resist
external domination, particularly from the Akwamu Empire, culminating in the Akuapem War of 1730
which secured their independence.

What role did the Akuapem State play in regional politics
between 1730 and 1850?

Akuapem State was a significant regional player, acting as a buffer state between larger powers like
the Akwamu and Ashanti, and engaging in alliances and conflicts that shaped the political landscape
of southeastern Ghana.

How was governance administered at the local level in



Akuapem State during this period?

Local governance was administered through divisional chiefs and clan heads who managed daily
affairs, justice, and resource allocation, operating under the authority of the paramount chief and the
council of elders.

What influence did external European powers have on
Akuapem politics from 1730 to 1850?

European powers, particularly the British and Dutch, influenced Akuapem politics mainly through
trade relations, missionary activities, and occasional political alliances, which gradually introduced
new political ideas and economic dependencies.

How did the council of elders contribute to decision-making in
Akuapem State?

The council of elders in Akuapem State played a crucial advisory role, guiding the Omanhene on
matters of war, diplomacy, and internal disputes, ensuring decisions reflected communal consensus
and customary laws.

What were the major political challenges faced by Akuapem
State between 1730 and 1850?

Major political challenges included maintaining independence from powerful neighbors like the
Ashanti, managing internal factionalism among clans, and navigating the pressures of European
colonial ambitions and the trans-Atlantic trade dynamics.

Additional Resources
Government and Politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850: An Analytical Review

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850 reveal a dynamic and complex socio-
political structure that played a crucial role in shaping the historical trajectory of the region. During
this period, the Akuapem State emerged as a formidable entity within the broader Akan political
landscape, navigating internal governance, external relations, and colonial interactions. This article
delves into the intricacies of the political organization, leadership dynamics, and governance
mechanisms within the Akuapem State, offering a comprehensive understanding of its evolution
between 1730 and 1850.

The Formation and Political Structure of Akuapem
State

The Akuapem State was formed in the early 18th century, around 1730, as a confederation of various
Akan-speaking groups who united to resist external threats and establish a cohesive political entity.
The consolidation was marked by the establishment of a centralized authority system that balanced



traditional chieftaincy with emerging governance needs.

At the core of Akuapem’s political framework was the council of chiefs, known locally as the Abotakyi,
which functioned as the legislative and executive body. This council comprised paramount chiefs from
constituent towns and villages, each wielding authority over their respective territories while
collectively making decisions affecting the state. The paramount chief, or Okuapehene, stood as the
highest authority, symbolizing unity and political cohesion.

Hierarchical Governance and Authority

The governance structure in Akuapem was characterized by a hierarchical model blending traditional
authority with collective decision-making:

e Okuapehene: The paramount chief who served as the political, military, and spiritual leader.

* Abotakyi: The council of elders and chiefs responsible for policy-making, dispute resolution,
and administration.

 Divisional Chiefs: Subordinate chiefs who managed specific divisions or towns within the
state.

* Family Heads: Local leaders who oversaw lineage affairs and reported to divisional chiefs.

This layered system ensured governance was both centralized and locally responsive, allowing for
efficient administration of justice, resource management, and military mobilization.

Political Dynamics and Interactions (1730-1850)

Between 1730 and 1850, the Akuapem State’s government and politics were heavily influenced by
internal consolidation efforts and external pressures from neighboring states and European colonial
interests. The period witnessed several significant developments.

Resistance and Alliance Building

Initially, the Akuapem people united to resist domination by the powerful Ashanti Empire. This
resistance was not merely military but also political, as the Akuapem leaders sought to build alliances
with neighboring states such as Akyem and the Ga-Adangbe. These alliances were strategic, aimed at
balancing power and securing trade routes essential for economic survival.

The formation of the Akuapem Confederacy reflected a sophisticated political strategy that combined
military cooperation with shared governance. This confederacy enabled the Akuapem to maintain
relative autonomy despite Ashanti hegemony in the region.



The Role of Military Leadership in Governance

Military prowess was integral to politics in Akuapem during this era. The Okuapehene, apart from his
civil duties, acted as the commander-in-chief of the military forces. Military leaders held considerable
sway in decision-making processes, especially during times of conflict.

The state’s military organization was structured to mobilize swiftly against both internal dissent and
external threats. This militarization influenced governance by strengthening centralized authority and
fostering a culture where loyalty to the state was paramount.

Governance Challenges and Adaptations

Despite its strengths, the Akuapem State faced several governance challenges between 1730 and
1850 that tested the resilience of its political institutions.

Internal Factionalism and Succession Disputes

The decentralized nature of the Akuapem political system occasionally led to factionalism among
chiefs competing for influence and resources. Succession disputes over the Okuapehene title
sometimes escalated, threatening political stability.

To mitigate these issues, the Abotakyi council developed customary laws and protocols to regulate
succession and adjudicate conflicts. These mechanisms were critical in maintaining the legitimacy of
the central authority and preventing fragmentation.

European Contact and Colonial Pressures

From the late 18th century, increased European presence along the Gold Coast introduced new
political dynamics. The Akuapem leaders engaged in trade with European merchants, which brought
economic benefits but also exposed the state to colonial manipulation.

The political leadership had to navigate complex diplomatic relationships to preserve sovereignty.
This period saw the Akuapem State adopting selective modernization in governance, such as
negotiating treaties and adopting new administrative practices influenced by European models,
without fully ceding control.

Comparative Perspective: Akuapem vs. Neighboring
States

In comparison to other Akan states like Ashanti and Akyem, the Akuapem State exhibited unique
political features:



e Confederal Governance: Unlike the highly centralized Ashanti Empire, Akuapem’s confederal
system allowed greater autonomy for constituent towns, enhancing local participation in
governance.

e Military Alliances: Akuapem’s reliance on alliances contrasted with Ashanti’s expansionist
policies, reflecting a more diplomatic approach to regional power dynamics.

* Adaptability: The Akuapem leadership demonstrated flexibility in integrating external
influences, which helped sustain the state during periods of colonial encroachment.

These distinctions highlight the diversity of political experimentation within Akan polities and
underscore Akuapem'’s role as a resilient and adaptive political entity.

Social and Political Integration

Beyond governance structures, the Akuapem political system was deeply intertwined with social and
spiritual life. The Okuapehene and chiefs were custodians of cultural traditions, and political authority
was legitimized through religious rites and ancestral veneration.

This integration of spiritual and political authority reinforced social cohesion and facilitated the
mobilization of the population for collective endeavors such as defense, festivals, and public works.

Legacy of Akuapem Governance in Contemporary
Contexts

Understanding government and politics in the Akuapem State 1730 1850 provides valuable insights
into the foundations of modern political organization in the region. The traditional governance models
established during this period continue to influence contemporary chieftaincy systems and local
administration in Ghana.

Moreover, the Akuapem experience exemplifies the complexities faced by indigenous states in
balancing tradition and change amid external pressures. The political resilience and adaptability
demonstrated by the Akuapem leadership remain relevant as contemporary governments navigate
issues of decentralization, cultural identity, and globalization.

The political history of the Akuapem State from 1730 to 1850 thus stands as a testament to the
sophisticated and nuanced nature of pre-colonial African governance systems, challenging simplistic
narratives and enriching our understanding of the continent’s political heritage.
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government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Government and Politics in
the Akuapem State 1730-1850, 1978

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Government and Politics in the
Akuapem State, 1730-1850 M. A. Kwamena-Poh, 1973

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: The Early State in African
Perspective , 2023-07-24 The essays in this volume are the product of an interdisciplinary research
seminar on “The Early State in Africa”, conducted during the 1979-1980 academic year at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. This seminar was one of a series of seminars on comparative
civilizations. The participants included historians, sociologists, political scientists, and specialists in
comparative religion, who shared an interest in the emergence and dynamics of the state in Africa
and were concerned with trying to understand its origins and its various manifestations on the
continent.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Encounters in Quest of
Christian Womanhood Ulrike Sill, 2010 This book offers a detailed study of how the practices and
notions of the Basel Mission regarding women and gender were received, conceptualised and
negotiated in local terms in pre and early colonial Ghanaian societies, 1843-1885.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: State and Society in
Pre-colonial Asante T. C. McCaskie, 2003-10-30 Scholarship on the West African kingdom of
Asante is at the leading edge of Africanist research. In this book, T.C. McCaskie gives a detailed and
richly nuanced historical portrait of precolonial Asante. His delineation of state and society in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is centred on an extended analysis of the crucial ritual of the
annual Kumase odwira festival. It is at once a profound historical reconstruction of an African polity,
and a deeply informed meditation on key Asante concepts and ideas. Throughout the book, the
Asante experience is consistencly discussed in a relation to a broad range of historiography and
critical theory.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: The Fall of the Asante Empire
Robert B. Edgerton, 2010-06-15 For the first time, anthropologist Robert Edgerton tells the story of
the Hundred-Year War—from 1807 to 1900, between the British Empire and the Asante
Kingdom—{from the Asante point of view. In 1817, the first British envoy to meet the king of the
Asante of West Africa was dazzled by his reception. A group of 5,000 Asante soldiers, many wearing
immense caps topped with three foot eagle feathers and gold ram's horns, engulfed him with a zeal
bordering on phrensy, shooting muskets into the air. The envoy was escorted, as no fewer than 100
bands played, to the Asante king's palace and greeted by a tremendous throng of 30,000 noblemen
and soldiers, bedecked with so much gold that his party had to avert their eyes to avoid the blinding
glare. Some Asante elders wore gold ornaments so massive they had to be supported by attendants.
But a criminal being lead to his execution - hands tied, ears severed, knives thrust through his
cheeks and shoulder blades - was also paraded before them as a warning of what would befall
malefactors. This first encounter set the stage for one of the longest and fiercest wars in all the
European conquest of Africa. At its height, the Asante empire, on the Gold Coast of Africa in
present-day Ghana, comprised three million people and had its own highly sophisticated social,
political, and military institutions. Armed with European firearms, the tenacious and disciplined
Asante army inflicted heavy casualties on advancing British troops, in some cases defeating them.
They won the respect and admiration of British commanders, and displayed a unique willingness to
adapt their traditional military tactics to counter superior British technology. Even well after a
British fort had been established in Kumase, the Asante capital, the indigenous culture stubbornly
resisted Europeanization, as long as the golden stool, the sacred repository of royal power, remained
in Asante hands. It was only after an entire century of fighting that resistance ultimately ceased.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Revolution and Pedagogy E.
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Ewing, 2005-05-13 Revolution and Pedagogy explores the tensions between and within the processes
of revolutionary pedagogical change and continuity. Contributors examine conventional topics such
as school policies and curricula, as well as more non-traditional pedagogies such as public
celebrations of holidays, participation in international exchange programs, and the incarceration of
political activists.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Asante in the Nineteenth
Century Ivor Wilks, 1989-09-29 Originally published in 1975, and reprinted with additional
introductory material in 1989, this book provides an in-depth account of Asante history during the
nineteenth century. The focus of the book is on the broad political development of Asante society,
concentrating on the material factors which affected the decision making process during various
administrations. This focus reflects the complex and sophisticated nature of the Asante social
system, a system which had its basis in administrative unity and a core idea of nationhood. The text
utilizes the abundant archival, printed and oral source materials available regarding the Asante,
offering the reader a profound insight into the nature and structure of a remarkable society. This is a
fascinating book that will be of value to anyone with an interest in African history.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Slavery and Reform in West
Africa Trevor R. Getz, 2004-04-20 A series of transformations, reforms, and attempted abolitions of
slavery form a core narrative of nineteenth-century coastal West Africa. As the region’s role in
Atlantic commercial networks underwent a gradual transition from principally that of slave exporter
to producer of “legitimate goods” and dependent markets, institutions of slavery became
battlegrounds in which European abolitionism, pragmatic colonialism, and indigenous agency
clashed. In Slavery and Reform in West Africa, Trevor Getz demonstrates that it was largely on the
anvil of this issue that French and British policy in West Africa was forged. With distant metropoles
unable to intervene in daily affairs, local European administrators, striving to balance abolitionist
pressures against the resistance of politically and economically powerful local slave owners, sought
ways to satisfy the latter while placating or duping the former. The result was an alliance between
colonial officials, company agents, and slave-owning elites that effectively slowed, sidetracked, or
undermined serious attempts to reform slave holding. Although slavery was outlawed in both
regions, in only a few isolated instances did large-scale emancipations occur. Under the surface,
however, slaves used the threat of self-liberation to reach accommodations that transformed the
master-slave relationship. By comparing the strategies of colonial administrators, slave-owners, and
slaves across these two regions and throughout the nineteenth century, Slavery and Reform in West
Africa reveals not only the causes of the astounding success of slave owners, but also the factors
that could, and in some cases did, lead to slave liberations. These findings have serious implications
for the wider study of slavery and emancipation and for the history of Africa generally.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: The Reports of Theophilus
Opoku Michelle Gilbert, Paul Jenkins, 2024-03-21 Theophilus Opoku, a 19th-century pastor in the
Gold Coast, wrote 37 reports to the Basel Mission between 1868 and 1908. In this volume, Gilbert
and Jenkins introduce and annotate his detailed and vivid reports, which provide rare insight into
conversion, rites, everyday life, and conflict in the kingdom of Akuapem.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: West African Culture
Dynamics B. K. Swartz, Raymond E. Dumett, 2011-06-15 No detailed description available for West
African Culture Dynamics.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: The Archaeological and
Linguistic Reconstruction of African History Christopher Ehret, Merrick Posnansky, 2022-05-13 This
title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1982.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Dictionary of African
Historical Biography Mark R. Lipschutz, R. Kent Rasmussen, 1986 The acclaimed Dictionary of



African Historical Biography, the only single-volume biographical work on Sub-Saharan African
history, has been expanded and updated to include entries on over eight hundred people important
in Sub-Saharan African history up to 1980.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Changing Perspectives on the
Social Sciences in Ghana Samuel Agyei-Mensah, Joseph Atsu Ayee, Abena D. Oduro, 2014-05-08 This
book is the first compilation of its kind that brings together discussions of the evolution of
scholarship in different branches of the Social Sciences. It presents a comprehensive
multi-disciplinary text exploring the changing dynamics of the Social Sciences in Ghana, offering a
broader perspective from which to view the evolution, theory, methods, substance and relevance of
each of the Social Science disciplines and their multiple interfaces. The introduction and the
conclusion are devoted to the theoretical, comparative and empirical debate over the Social Sciences
from historical and analytical perspectives. Written by acknowledged experts, the 15 chapters span
the following disciplines: Archaeology and Heritage Studies; History; Geography; Psychology;
Sociology and Anthropology; Social Work; Economics; Political Science; International Affairs;
Information Studies; Communication Studies; African Studies; Development Studies; Women’s and
Gender Studies and Adult and Continuing Education. Changing Perspectives on the Social Sciences
in Ghana offers sophisticated perspectives for comparing and appreciating the synergies,
differences, trends and nuances among and between the Social Science disciplines in Ghana, in a
holistic and scholarly manner.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Slavery Hinterland Felix
Brahm, Eve Rosenhaft, 2016 6. Julius von Rohr, an Enlightenment Scientist of the Plantation Atlantic
-- 7. A Hinterland to the Slave Trade? Atlantic Connections of the Wupper Valley in the Early
Nineteenth Century -- 8. Abolitionists in the German Hinterland? Therese Huber and the Spread of
Anti-slavery Sentiment in the German Territories in the Early Nineteenth Century -- Afterword --
Bibliography of Secondary Works Cited -- Index

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Dilemmas of Culture in
African Schools Cati Coe, 2005-11 In working to build a sense of nationhood, Ghana has focused on
many social engineering projects, the most meaningful and fascinating of which has been the state's
effort to create a national culture through its schools. As Cati Coe reveals in Dilemmas of Culture in
African Schools, this effort has created an unusual paradox: while Ghana encourages its educators to
teach about local cultural traditions, those traditions are transformed as they are taught in school
classrooms. The state version of culture now taught by educators has become objectified and
nationalized—vastly different from local traditions. Coe identifies the state's limitations in teaching
cultural knowledge and discusses how Ghanaians negotiate the tensions raised by the competing
visions of modernity that nationalism and Christianity have created. She reveals how cultural
curricula affect authority relations in local social organizations—between teachers and students,
between Christians and national elite, and between children and elders—and raises several
questions about educational processes, state-society relations, the production of knowledge, and the
making of Ghana's citizenry.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Reclaiming the Human Sciences
and Humanities Through African Perspectives Helen Lauer, Kofi Anyidoho, 2012 This compilation
was inspired by an international symposium held on the Legon campus in September 2003. Hosted
by the CODESRIA African Humanities Institute Programme, the symposium had the theme
'Canonical Works and Continuing Innovation in African Arts & Humanities'.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Routledge Handbook of
Critical African Heritage Studies Ashton Sinamai, John D. Giblin, Shadreck Chirikure, Ishanlosen
Odiaua, 2024-09-06 This handbook is a foundational reference point for critical heritage research
about Africa and its diaspora. Foregrounding the diversity of knowledge systems needed to examine
heritage issues in such a diverse continent, the contributors to this volume: argue for an
understanding heritage that is at once both natural and cultural, tangible and intangible, political
and dissonant, going beyond the physical and objective to include subjective narratives,



performances, rituals, memories and emotions examine the pre-coloniality, coloniality,
post-coloniality, and decoloniality of current African heritage discourses and their consequences
analyse how heritage legislation derived from colonial law is compatible or otherwise with how
heritage is perceived, identified and remembered in African communities discuss questions of
repatriation, restitution and reparations in relation to the return of artefacts from Western countries
illuminate the importance of ‘difficult heritage’ within Africa and its diaspora consider the role of
heritage for development in Africa Making a crucial contribution to our understanding of African
conceptions and practices of heritage, this book is an important read for scholars of African Studies,
heritage and museum studies, archaeology, anthropology and history.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: Mud, Sands and Seas Denis
Montgomery, 2008-11 This a collection of travel stories over nearly sixty years from 1949 to 2007.
During that time the author saw many changes in Africa and recorded them with his observations,
often with the goal of extending his knowledge of history and pre-history of the region. These stories
fill gaps between previous books devoted to particular expeditions.

government and politics in the akuapem state 1730 1850: A Danish Jew in West Africa
Winsnes, Selena Axelrod, 2014-01-16 Wulff's life history is of considerable interest in itself. In her
biographical essay (Part I) Selena Axelrod Winsnes portrays him as a 'marginal man': being a Jew in
Denmark at the beginning of the 19th century was to some extent an uphill struggle for those who
sought public recognition, and Wulff did not escape discrimination in his administrative career at
Christiansborg either, although special circumstances allowed him to hold important positions, and
yet, only for the short term. Paradoxically, on his arrival to the Gold Coast Wulff - as a Jew - was
placed in a middle position in the racial hierarchy dominating the mind-set of his superiors in
Copenhagen n between Africans and Europeans. In many respects he shared the fate of
Euro-Africans, straddling two worlds and being 'sealed off' from the top echelons of the European
establishments on the Coast. This book comprises two parts. The first is a biographical presentation
of Wulff Joseph Wulff , a Danish Jew. It is an essay concerning the last six years of his life, spent on
the Gold Coast of West Africa, based on letters he wrote to his family in Denmark. Those letters were
published in 1917 as Da Guinea var Dansk [When Guinea was Danish], by Carl Behrens, a member of
his family in Denmark. The second part of the book is an edited translation of the letters from Danish
into English.
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