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**Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History: Unraveling the Myth and Reality**

edgar allan poe drunk history is a phrase that piques curiosity and invites a deeper look into one of

America’s most enigmatic literary figures. Edgar Allan Poe, the master of macabre and mystery, has

long been associated with tales of darkness, despair, and, unfortunately, rumors of heavy drinking. But

what exactly is the story behind Poe’s alleged struggles with alcohol? How much of it is grounded in

fact, and how much has been exaggerated over time? This article dives into the fascinating blend of

history, myth, and cultural portrayal surrounding Edgar Allan Poe’s relationship with alcohol, exploring

how his life and legacy have been interpreted through the lens of "drunk history."

The Origins of the "Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History" Narrative

Poe’s life was marked by tragedy from the start—losing his parents early, enduring financial hardship,

and suffering the loss of his beloved wife, Virginia. These hardships fed into the popular image of Poe

as a tortured soul, prone to self-destructive behaviors like excessive drinking. But where did the drunk

history narrative originate?

The Early Biographies and Poe’s Reputation

Shortly after Poe’s death in 1849, biographers and critics began to shape his story, often

sensationalizing aspects of his life. Rufus Wilmot Griswold, a rival writer, contributed heavily to Poe’s

posthumous reputation by portraying him as a depraved alcoholic. Griswold’s 1849 obituary and later

memoir depicted Poe as a man consumed by drink, which influenced public perception for decades.

However, modern scholars argue that Griswold’s portrayal was biased and possibly motivated by



personal animosity. This raises questions about the reliability of early accounts regarding Poe’s

drinking habits.

Alcohol in 19th Century America

Understanding Poe’s alleged drinking also requires considering the cultural context of 19th-century

America. Alcohol consumption was common, and drinking establishments were social hubs. Poe’s use

of alcohol was not unusual for his time, but his lifestyle, combined with his health problems and

emotional turmoil, may have amplified the effects.

Edgar Allan Poe’s Relationship with Alcohol: Fact vs. Fiction

Documented Instances and Eyewitness Accounts

Historical records of Poe’s drinking are mixed. Some contemporaries reported seeing Poe intoxicated,

while others defended his character, emphasizing his professionalism and dedication to writing. Letters

and personal correspondence reveal that Poe occasionally drank, but there is little evidence to support

the idea that he was a chronic alcoholic.

Medical theories suggest that Poe may have suffered from conditions such as epilepsy or diabetes,

which could have contributed to erratic behavior mistaken for drunkenness. These health issues,

combined with periods of financial stress, may have fueled rumors.

The Role of Poe’s Death in Fueling the Myth

Poe’s mysterious death at age 40 further intensified speculation about his drinking. Found in a



delirious state on the streets of Baltimore, his cause of death remains uncertain, with theories ranging

from alcohol poisoning to rabies or even foul play. The lack of a clear explanation allowed rumors to

flourish, cementing the narrative of Poe as a tragic, alcohol-afflicted figure.

How "Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History" Has Influenced Popular

Culture

The idea of Poe as a troubled, drinking poet has permeated literature, film, and television. This

portrayal often overshadows his literary genius, reducing him to a stereotype of the “tortured artist.”

Films and Television Portrayals

Many adaptations of Poe’s life emphasize his supposed alcoholism, using it as a dramatic device. For

example, movies like *The Raven* (2012) and *The Pale Blue Eye* (2022) depict Poe grappling with

personal demons, sometimes linked to alcohol. Even comedic or satirical works play off the "drunk

history" trope, blending fact and fiction for entertainment.

The Impact on Poe’s Literary Legacy

While these portrayals attract audiences, they can skew public understanding of Poe’s work. His

stories are rich with psychological depth, gothic horror, and innovative narrative techniques—not merely

reflections of a troubled mind clouded by alcohol. Recognizing the myth allows readers to appreciate

Poe’s craftsmanship without the overshadowing stigma.



Separating Myth from Reality: What Modern Scholarship

Reveals

Recent research has aimed to clarify Poe’s true lifestyle by examining primary sources and contextual

evidence.

Biographical Reassessments

Biographers like Kenneth Silverman and Jeffrey Meyers have challenged the long-held assumptions

about Poe’s drinking. They argue that Poe’s financial difficulties and personal losses were the main

sources of his instability, rather than alcohol abuse. These scholars present a more nuanced picture of

Poe as a dedicated artist navigating a difficult life.

Medical and Psychological Perspectives

Some experts propose that Poe’s erratic behavior may be explained by medical conditions rather than

alcoholism. For instance, temporal lobe epilepsy could account for episodes of confusion and

hallucinations. Understanding these factors helps disentangle Poe’s real struggles from the myths

perpetuated over time.

Lessons from the "Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History"

Phenomenon

Reflecting on Poe’s story and the myths around his drinking habits offers valuable insights into how

historical figures are remembered and portrayed.



Critical Thinking in Historical Interpretation

Poe’s case underscores the importance of questioning sources and understanding biases in historical

narratives. As readers and cultural consumers, we must be cautious about accepting sensationalized

versions of history without scrutiny.

The Danger of Romanticizing the "Tortured Artist"

The trope of the self-destructive genius can be appealing but also harmful. It risks glamorizing mental

health struggles and addiction, potentially overshadowing the real achievements and humanity of

figures like Poe.

Appreciating Poe Beyond the Myths

Embracing a more accurate view of Poe allows us to celebrate his contributions to literature without

the distraction of unfounded rumors. His innovation in detective fiction, mastery of suspense, and

poetic brilliance remain his true legacy.

---

Exploring the "edgar allan poe drunk history" narrative reveals much about how stories are shaped by

culture, bias, and misunderstanding. While Poe’s life was undoubtedly marked by hardship, the extent

and impact of his drinking have been exaggerated and distorted over time. Recognizing this helps us

honor Edgar Allan Poe not just as a symbol of tragedy, but as a literary titan whose work continues to

captivate and inspire.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' about?

'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' is a humorous retelling of the life and works of Edgar Allan Poe, often

featuring comedic actors narrating his story while intoxicated, blending historical facts with jokes and

exaggerated anecdotes.

Where can I watch 'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History'?

'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' can be found on platforms that host the Drunk History series, such as

Comedy Central's website, YouTube, or streaming services that carry the show.

Is 'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' historically accurate?

While 'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' includes real historical facts about Edgar Allan Poe's life, it is

primarily intended for comedy and entertainment, so some details are exaggerated or altered for

humorous effect.

Who narrates the Edgar Allan Poe episode in Drunk History?

The narrators of Edgar Allan Poe episodes in Drunk History vary by production, but typically feature

celebrity guests or comedians who tell Poe's story while drunk, adding a comedic twist to the narration.

How does 'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' depict Poe's personality?

'Edgar Allan Poe Drunk History' often portrays Poe as a dramatic, troubled, and eccentric figure,

emphasizing his dark literary themes and personal struggles with humor and satire.

Why is Edgar Allan Poe a popular subject on Drunk History?

Edgar Allan Poe is a popular subject on Drunk History because of his intriguing life story, gothic works,

and mysterious death, which provide rich material for comedic and exaggerated storytelling.



Additional Resources

**The Intriguing Intersection of Edgar Allan Poe and Drunk History**

edgar allan poe drunk history is a phrase that piques curiosity by merging the life of one of America’s

most enigmatic literary figures with the unconventional storytelling style popularized by the television

series *Drunk History*. This intersection offers a fascinating lens through which to explore Poe’s

tumultuous life, marked by struggles with alcohol, and how modern media reinterprets his legacy with

humor and historical dramatization.

Exploring Edgar Allan Poe Through the Lens of Drunk History

The concept of *Drunk History* involves narrators recounting historical events while intoxicated,

leading to humorous, often exaggerated retellings that blend fact with fiction. When applied to Edgar

Allan Poe’s biography, this format highlights the myths and realities surrounding his relationship with

alcohol, his mysterious death, and his literary genius. Poe’s life, filled with tragedy, addiction, and

literary brilliance, makes for compelling content that fits well within the *Drunk History* style—both

entertaining and educational.

The Historical Edgar Allan Poe: Fact vs. Fiction

Edgar Allan Poe’s life story is frequently overshadowed by rumors and sensationalized accounts of his

alleged struggles with alcohol. While it is well-documented that Poe consumed alcohol, the extent and

impact of his drinking remain subjects of debate among historians and literary scholars. Some sources

claim that his bouts of heavy drinking contributed to his early death, while others argue that his demise

was due to other medical conditions.

The *Drunk History* portrayal often amplifies this ambiguity, playing on the trope of the “tragic drunk

poet” to create comedic narratives. This approach, while engaging, can blur the lines between



historical accuracy and entertainment, prompting viewers to question what is true about Poe’s life

versus what is exaggerated for comedic effect.

Edgar Allan Poe’s Relationship with Alcohol

Poe’s association with alcohol is one of the most discussed aspects of his biography. Born in 1809,

Poe experienced significant personal losses and financial hardships throughout his life, factors that

may have influenced his drinking habits. Contemporary accounts describe episodes of erratic behavior

and public intoxication, but these incidents are sporadic rather than consistent patterns.

Alcohol’s role in Poe’s creative process is also debated. Some literary analysts suggest that Poe’s

melancholic and macabre themes were intensified by his struggles with substance abuse, while others

caution against romanticizing addiction as a source of artistic inspiration. The *Drunk History*

perspective often simplifies this complexity, using Poe’s drinking as a humorous device rather than a

nuanced exploration of his character.

Drunk History’s Unique Approach to Literary Figures

The *Drunk History* series has carved a niche by presenting historical figures through the lens of

inebriated narrators. This method humanizes icons like Poe, stripping away the solemnity often

associated with historical documentation. In episodes featuring literary figures, the show blends

dramatic reenactments with the narrator’s slurred storytelling, creating a juxtaposition that is both

amusing and revealing.

When Poe’s life is depicted in this format, viewers gain a fresh perspective on his personal struggles

and achievements. The humor does not diminish Poe’s significance; instead, it invites audiences to

engage with history in an accessible and memorable way. This method also encourages critical

thinking about how history is recorded and retold, especially when filtered through subjective and

impaired narrators.



The Pros and Cons of Using Drunk History to Explore Poe’s Life

While *Drunk History* offers an entertaining take on Edgar Allan Poe’s biography, it is important to

weigh its benefits and drawbacks in the context of historical education and literary appreciation.

Pros:

Makes historical content engaging and accessible to younger audiences.

Highlights lesser-known anecdotes and humanizes historical figures.

Encourages viewers to further research the true facts behind the humor.

Cons:

Risk of perpetuating misinformation or oversimplified narratives.

May trivialize serious aspects of Poe’s life, such as addiction and mental health.

Could reinforce stereotypes about artists and substance abuse.

Balancing entertainment with accuracy is a challenge, but when done thoughtfully, *Drunk History* can

be a valuable starting point for deeper exploration into Poe’s life and literary contributions.



The Legacy of Edgar Allan Poe in Popular Culture

Edgar Allan Poe’s influence extends far beyond his 19th-century origins, permeating modern literature,

film, and television. His themes of horror, mystery, and the macabre resonate with contemporary

audiences, making him a frequent subject of adaptation and reinterpretation.

The emergence of *Drunk History* episodes centered on Poe reflects this ongoing fascination. By

blending humor with historical storytelling, the show reinforces Poe’s status as a cultural icon while

inviting renewed interest in his work. This duality of reverence and parody is emblematic of how Poe’s

legacy continues to evolve in popular culture.

The Role of Alcohol in Poe’s Mythos and Modern Interpretations

Alcohol serves as a symbolic element in Poe’s mythos, representing both his personal demons and

the broader Romantic ideal of the tortured artist. Modern interpretations, including *Drunk History*,

often exaggerate this aspect for dramatic and comedic effect.

Understanding the cultural context of Poe’s era is crucial. In 19th-century America, alcohol

consumption carried different social meanings, and Poe’s experiences must be viewed within that

framework rather than through contemporary judgments. The *Drunk History* narrative, while

entertaining, tends to compress these complexities into digestible and humorous anecdotes.

How Drunk History Shapes Public Perception of Edgar Allan Poe

The impact of *Drunk History* on public perception is significant. For many viewers, this show may be

their primary exposure to Poe’s biography. As such, it shapes collective memory by emphasizing

certain facets of his life—particularly his struggles with alcohol—while glossing over others, such as his

literary innovation and intellectual depth.



This selective portrayal underscores the importance of critical media literacy. Audiences should

approach *Drunk History* as a supplement to, rather than a substitute for, scholarly research. By doing

so, they can appreciate the entertainment value while gaining a balanced understanding of Poe’s life

and legacy.

---

Edgar Allan Poe’s life remains a subject of intrigue, ripe for both serious study and creative

reinterpretation. The *Drunk History* approach, with its blend of humor and history, offers a unique

perspective that challenges traditional narratives. While it simplifies and exaggerates aspects of Poe’s

biography, it also invites audiences to engage with the complexities of this literary titan in a fresh and

memorable way. As interest in Poe continues to thrive across various media, the dialogue between

fact and fiction, sobriety and intoxication, narrative and myth will undoubtedly persist.
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  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Critical History of Edgar Allan Poe's The Narrative
of Arthur Gordon Pym Ronald C. Harvey, 2015-12-22 The Critical History of Edgar Allan Poe's The
Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym: A Dialogue with Unreason traces the complex, scattered criticism
of Poe's most anomalous work, as it has steadily grown in prominence to a central position in the
study of Poe and American literature. The winding route the criticism of Pym has charted, as
convoluted as the narrative itself, has been a history of disagreement at almost every level at which
critics and scholars read texts--including the nature and genre of the work, the seriousness or levity
of the author's intent, and its stature as a work of genius, hackwork, or something in between. The
unique set of thematic and narrative problems the work poses has eluded every hermeneutic
structure brought against it so far, consistently undermining the very reading strategies it seems to
invite. The only comprehensive critical history and bibliography of Pym, this study fills a large hole
Poe scholars have long felt, as it analyzes the ways in which critics and critical camps have
attempted to confront, rationalize, contain, or evade its novel and disturbing features. In the
process, the criticism is correlated with the popular reception and the international response.
Because literary history has entangled no author with his work more than Poe, ultimately this book
is as much a study of Poe as of Pym. At every point, therefore, this study embeds the critical
response to Pym in the history of Poe studies in general, as well as in the larger context of American
literary theory and history. Includes bibliography and index.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Edgar Allan Poe Richard Kopley, 2025-03-18 A
groundbreaking exploration of one of America’s most iconic and misunderstood authors Edgar Allan
Poe: A Life is the most comprehensive critical biography of Poe yet produced, exploring his
fascinating life, his extraordinary work, and the vital relationship between the two. Best known for
his tales of mystery and the macabre found in such works as “The Raven,” “Annabel Lee,” and “The
Tell-Tale Heart,” this legendary American author continues to intrigue and enthrall his devoted

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-096/edgar-allan-poe-drunk-history.pdf


readers. Written by one of the world’s leading Poe experts, this biography is a rich and rewarding
study for the general reader as well as for the seasoned scholar. Richard Kopley combines a
biographical narrative of Poe’s enduring challenges—including his difficult foster father, his
personal losses, his great struggles with depression and alcoholism, and the poverty that dogged his
existence—with close readings of his work that focus not only on plot, character, and theme but also
on language, allusion, and structure in a way that enhances our understanding of both. While
incorporating past Poe scholarship, this volume also relates unknown stories of Poe culled from
privately held letters unavailable to previous biographers, presenting a range of groundbreaking
archival discoveries that illuminate the man and his oeuvre in ways never before possible.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: A Defense of Edgar Allan Poe John J. Moran, 1885
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe, 1881
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Critical Companion to Edgar Allan Poe Dawn B. Sova,
2007 Examines the life and career of Edgar Allan Poe including synopses of many of his works,
biographies of family and friends, a discussion of Poe's influence on other writers, and places that
influenced his writing.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Edgar Allan Poe at Home Christopher P. Semtner, Edgar
Allen Poe Museum, 2025-03-18 Author Christopher P. Semtner takes readers inside the homes of
Edgar Allan Poe. Edgar Allan Poe’s terror tales and melancholy poetry carved a bold new path
across literary genres. Meet the man behind the madness, murder and mayhem on this road trip to
Poe’s homes in Richmond, Baltimore, Philadelphia, the Bronx and more. Along the way, meet the
grave robbers, murderers and tooth thieves who inspired his greatest horror stories. Learn the
secret histories of these Poe places to find out which was owned by a man who kept Poe’s wife’s
bones in a box under his bed, which might be haunted by Poe’s ghost, which has the best basement
for hiding corpses and which stood across the street from an anatomy lab.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Morrill - Poe & Related Family History Elizabeth Grove
Hughes, 2023-02-01 A genealogical history of the descendants of Abraham Morrill (b c1615) in
Hatfield, Broad Oak, Uttlesford, Essex, England.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: AMAZING ROMANTIC ADVENTURES BOOK SEVEN
DUANE THE GREAT WRITER, 2013-01-29 AMAZING ROMANTIC ADVENTURES is what everyone
wants. In our Hearts and Being we want a Real Life and Real Life Experiences, not just study time
with books in rooms that we can only look outside and dream of a Real Life. Being educated on the
earth has its place along with making a living here, but this 'Place in Life' is so temporary, and
Duane The Great Writer is sharing a way to have everything a person wants, if they will only take
the time to develop their insight, intuition and most of all their TruPerception of The TruReality Life
IS. It takes a Real Heart! In what is termed the PsycRealms, there is creation, but The Whole of Life
IS Already Complete. Once a person has Real Experience with The TruReality Life IS, they will See
Beyond the limitations of their mind and See this world for what it really is. There is no hype with
The TruReality Life IS, there is only a Real Life that is ALL Complete! REAL AND AMAZING
ROMANTIC ADVENTURES is only for The Real RiskTaker! www.DuaneTheGreatWriter.Info
  edgar allan poe drunk history: A History of Virginia Literature Kevin J. Hayes, 2015-05-19
This History explores the development of literary culture in Virginia from the founding of Jamestown
to the twenty-first century.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: A short history of the English language for the use of French
students Jacques Parmentier, 1887
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Historical Lights: Six Thousand Quotations from
Standard Histories and Biographies, with Twenty Thousand Cross-references and General
Index, Also an Index for Personal Names Charles Eugene Little, 1886
  edgar allan poe drunk history: All the Sh*t You Should Have Learned Paul Kleinman,
2019-12-24 If you’ve forgotten a thing or two since school, now you can go from knowing jack sh*t to
knowing your sh*t in no time! This highly entertaining, useful and fun trivia book fills the gaps,
offering hundreds of bite-sized facts about history, grammar, math, and more! Get ready to relearn



all the crap you were taught in school and then promptly forgot. Who can keep all that information
in their head anyway? Now you can! With All the Sh*t You Should Have Learned, you’ll be schooled
in history, language arts, math, science, and foreign language—all the stuff you were taught at one
point but now regret not remembering. From translating Roman numerals to remembering the
difference between further and farther, we’ve got you covered. You’ll brush up on the Crusades,
revisit the structure of the Victorian novel, get a refresher on Chaos Theory, and much more! Maybe
this time you’ll remember.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Temperance Worker and Band of Hope Conductor , 1873
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Critical Essays of a Country Parson. By the Author of “The
Recreations of a Country Parson.” [The Preface Signed: A. K. H. B., I.e. A. K. H. Boyd.] A. K. H. B.,
Andrew Kennedy Hutchinson BOYD, 1865
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Critical Essays of a Country Parson Andrew Kennedy
Hutchison Boyd, 1865
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The ^ADream Endures Kevin Starr, 2002-11-28 What we
now call the good life first appeared in California during the 1930s. Motels, home trailers, drive-ins,
barbecues, beach life and surfing, sports from polo and tennis and golf to mountain climbing and
skiing, sportswear (a word coined at the time), and sun suits were all a part of the good life--perhaps
California's most distinctive influence of the 1930s. In The Dream Endures, Kevin Starr shows how
the good life prospered in California--in pursuits such as film, fiction, leisure, and architecture--and
helped to define American culture and society then and for years to come. Starr previously
chronicled how Californians absorbed the thousand natural shocks of the Great
Depression--unemployment, strikes, Communist agitation, reactionary conspiracies--in Endangered
Dreams, the fourth volume of his classic history of California. In The Dream Endures, Starr reveals
the other side of the picture, examining the newly important places where the good life flourished,
like Los Angeles (where Hollywood lived), Palm Springs (where Hollywood vacationed), San Diego
(where the Navy went), the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena (where Einstein went and
changed his view of the universe), and college towns like Berkeley. We read about the rich urban life
of San Francisco and Los Angeles, and in newly important communities like Carmel and San Simeon,
the home of William Randolph Hearst, where, each Thursday afternoon, automobiles packed with
Hollywood celebrities would arrive from Southern California for the long weekend at Hearst Castle.
The 1930s were the heyday of the Hollywood studios, and Starr brilliantly captures Hollywood films
and the society that surrounded the studios. Starr offers an astute discussion of the European
refugees who arrived in Hollywood during the period: prominent European film actors and artists
and the creative refugees who were drawn to Hollywood and Southern California in these years--Igor
Stravinsky, Arnold Schoenberg, Man Ray, Bertolt Brecht, Christopher Isherwood, Aldous Huxley,
Thomas Mann, and Franz Werfel. Starr gives a fascinating account of how many of them attempted
to recreate their European world in California and how others, like Samuel Goldwyn, provided
stories and dreams for their adopted nation. Starr reserves his greatest attention and most
memorable writing for San Francisco. For Starr, despite the city's beauty and commercial
importance, San Francisco's most important achievement was the sense of well-being it conferred on
its citizens. It was a city that magically belonged to everyone. Whether discussing photographers
like Edward Weston and Ansel Adams, hard-boiled fiction writers, or the new breed of female
star--Marlene Dietrich, Jean Harlow, Bette Davis, Carole Lombard, and the improbable Mae
West--The Dream Endures is a brilliant social and cultural history--in many ways the most
far-reaching and important of Starr's California books.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism John Burt, 2013-01-07 In their
famous debates, Lincoln and Douglas struggled with how to behave when an ethical conflict like
slavery strained democracy’s commitment to rule by both consent and principle. What conscience
demands and what it can persuade others to agree to are not always the same. Ultimately, this
tragic limitation of liberalism led Lincoln to war.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: The Mechanics of Wonder Gary Westfahl, 1998-11-01 The



Mechanics of Wonder will arouse debate and force the questioning of presuppositions. No other
book so closely examines the origins and development of the idea of science fiction, and it will stand
among a small number of crucial texts with which every science fiction scholar or prospective
science fiction scholar will have to read.
  edgar allan poe drunk history: THE NUWAVIS DUANE THE GREAT WRITER NUBOOK 7
DUANE THE GREAT WRITER, 2014-03-11 This IS NUBook Seven, 'REBAZAR TARZS AND THE
GOLDENGUIDES' Visit the website: www.DuaneTheGreatWriter.info
  edgar allan poe drunk history: Nature Loves to Hide: An Alternative History of
Philosophy Paul S. MacDonald, 2018-11 An alternative history of philosophy has endured as a
shadowy parallel to standard histories, although it shares many of the same themes. It has its own
founding texts in the late ancient Hermetica, from whence flowed three broad streams of thought:
alchemy, astrology, and magic. These thinkers' attitude toward philosophy is not one of detached
speculation but of active engagement, even intervention. It appeared again in the European Middle
Ages, in the Renaissance with Rabelais, Paracelsus, Agrippa, Ficino, and Bruno; and in the early
modern period with John Dee, Robert Fludd, Jacob Böhme, Thomas Browne, Kenelm Digby, van
Helmont, and Isaac Newton. In the 18th-19th centuries, this book considers Lichtenberg's
Fragments, Berkeley's Siris, Swedenborg, Hegel, von Baader, and great Romantics such as Novalis,
Goethe, S. T. Coleridge, and E. A. Poe, as well as Nietzsche; and in the 20th century it turns to the
great modernist literature of Fernando Pessoa, Robert Musil, Ernst Bloch, and P. K. Dick.
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