ancient near eastern thought and the
old testament

Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Exploring Their Deep
Connections

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament are intricately linked,
weaving together a rich tapestry of religious, cultural, and philosophical
ideas that have shaped much of Western civilization. Understanding the 0ld
Testament in the light of the broader ancient Near Eastern intellectual and
cultural environment opens up fascinating insights into how biblical texts
emerged, evolved, and communicated profound truths to their original
audiences. This exploration isn’t just about tracing historical influences
but also appreciating the unique voice and message the 0ld Testament offers
amid similar ancient narratives and worldviews.

The Ancient Near Eastern World: A Cultural and
Intellectual Melting Pot

Before diving into the Old Testament itself, it’s crucial to get a feel for
the ancient Near East, a region that includes Mesopotamia, Egypt, Canaan, and
surrounding areas. This area was a cradle of early civilizations—Sumerians,
Akkadians, Babylonians, Assyrians, and Egyptians—all of whom developed
complex societies with their own mythologies, legal systems, and religious
ideas.

Cosmology and Creation Myths

One of the most striking aspects of ancient Near Eastern thought is how
different cultures sought to explain the origins of the universe, humanity,
and the gods. For example:

- The Babylonian Enuma Elish describes a chaotic watery abyss, from which the
god Marduk creates the world by defeating the goddess Tiamat.

- Egyptian creation myths often focus on the emergence of order (maat) from
primordial chaos (nun), with various gods like Atum or Ptah initiating
creation.

When you read the 0ld Testament’s opening chapters—Genesis 1 and 2-you see
both parallels and contrasts. The biblical account acknowledges a watery
chaos but introduces a singular, sovereign God who creates by divine decree
rather than combat. This reflects ancient Near Eastern motifs but also pushes
a unique theological message about God’s nature and relationship with
creation.



Divine Kingship and Authority

Kingship was central in ancient Near Eastern societies, where rulers often
claimed divine right or even semi-divine status. The king stood as the
intermediary between gods and people, responsible for maintaining order and
justice.

The 0ld Testament presents a nuanced view of kingship. While acknowledging
the importance of earthly rulers, it emphasizes God as the ultimate King and
Lawgiver. This theological perspective emerges in texts like the Psalms and
prophetic writings, where God’'s sovereignty eclipses human authority,
reminding readers of a higher ethical and spiritual order.

Legal Codes and Ethical Teachings: Echoes and
Innovations

One cannot explore ancient Near Eastern thought without considering its
extensive legal traditions. The Code of Hammurabi, for instance, is one of
the oldest deciphered legal codes and shares similarities with laws found in
the Pentateuch (the first five books of the 0ld Testament).

Comparing Hammurabi’s Code and Mosaic Law

Both legal systems address issues such as property rights, personal injury,
family law, and social justice. However, the 0ld Testament’s laws often carry
a stronger ethical and religious dimension, emphasizing covenantal
relationships between God and Israel.

For example:

- The principle of “an eye for an eye” appears in both, but in the 0ld
Testament, it is framed within the context of justice tempered by mercy.

- Laws about caring for the stranger, widow, and orphan highlight a unique
social compassion embedded in Israelite law.

Understanding these overlaps helps readers appreciate how ancient Near
Eastern legal customs influenced biblical legislation, while also revealing
the 0ld Testament’s distinct theological and moral vision.

The Role of Wisdom Literature

Ancient Near Eastern cultures produced a wealth of wisdom literature,
including proverbs, instructions, and philosophical reflections on life’s
meaning. Books like Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes in the 0Old Testament



resonate with these traditions, offering practical and existential guidance.
The wisdom tradition often grapples with questions such as:

- Why do the righteous suffer?
- What is the nature of true knowledge?
- How should one live a good life?

While sharing common themes with other Near Eastern wisdom texts, the
biblical wisdom literature is marked by its grounding in a covenantal
relationship with God, providing a distinctive lens through which to view
human experience.

Myth, Ritual, and Symbolism in Ancient Near
Eastern and Biblical Contexts

Mythology and ritual were foundational in ancient Near Eastern religious
life. These narratives and practices explained natural phenomena, legitimized
social orders, and provided ways to interact with the divine.

Flood Narratives: Shared Stories with Different
Emphases

The story of a great flood appears across many Near Eastern cultures. The
Epic of Gilgamesh, for example, recounts a flood story involving Utnapishtim,
who survives a divine deluge.

The 0ld Testament’s flood narrative in Genesis shares this motif but frames
it within a monotheistic worldview. The flood serves as a divine judgment on
human wickedness and a means of covenantal renewal, highlighting themes of
justice, mercy, and hope.

Temple Worship and Sacrificial Systems

Temples in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Canaan were not only places of worship but
also centers of economic and political power. Ritual sacrifices were a way to
maintain favor with the gods and ensure cosmic order.

The 0ld Testament’s temple practices exhibit similarities—such as animal
sacrifices and festivals—but they emphasize worship of Yahweh alone,
underscoring exclusivity and ethical living as integral to true worship.



Why Understanding Ancient Near Eastern Thought
Enriches 0ld Testament Study

Interpreting the 0ld Testament without considering its ancient Near Eastern
context can lead to misunderstandings or oversimplifications. By appreciating
the cultural, religious, and philosophical environment in which these texts
were written, readers gain:

- **Deeper appreciation** for the literary genres and narrative techniques
used.

- **Insight into theological innovation**, seeing how biblical authors
engaged with, adapted, and sometimes rejected surrounding ideas.

- **Clarity** about the historical and social settings influencing the texts’
messages.

For students, scholars, or anyone interested in biblical studies, exploring
this connection opens doors to a richer and more nuanced understanding of the
0ld Testament’s enduring power.

Tips for Engaging with Ancient Near Eastern and
Biblical Texts

- **Compare texts side by side:** Look at ancient myths, laws, and wisdom
writings alongside biblical passages to note similarities and differences.

- **Focus on themes rather than exact details:** Ancient Near Eastern stories
often share motifs; understanding the themes helps grasp the underlying
messages.

- **Consider the audience:** Remember that both biblical and Near Eastern
texts were written for specific communities with particular concerns and
worldviews.

- **Use reputable scholarly resources:** Archaeological findings and academic
research provide valuable context that enriches reading.

Exploring ancient Near Eastern thought alongside the 0ld Testament is like
entering a vibrant conversation that spans millennia, cultures, and ideas. It
reveals a world where ancient peoples sought meaning, order, and connection
with the divine—a quest that continues to resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Ancient Near Eastern cosmology influence
the creation narrative in the 0ld Testament?

The Ancient Near Eastern cosmology, which often depicts creation as an



ordered emergence from chaos, influences the 0ld Testament's creation
narrative by presenting God as a sovereign creator who brings order to the
cosmos. For example, Genesis 1 reflects themes common in Mesopotamian and
Egyptian creation myths but emphasizes monotheism and a purposeful divine
plan.

What parallels exist between Ancient Near Eastern
law codes and the legal material in the 01ld
Testament?

There are significant parallels between Ancient Near Eastern law codes, such
as the Code of Hammurabi, and the legal material found in the 0ld Testament
(e.g., the Covenant Code in Exodus). Both contain laws regarding property,
justice, and social behavior, indicating a shared cultural and legal milieu,
though the 0ld Testament laws are framed within a covenantal relationship
with Yahweh.

In what ways do Ancient Near Eastern myths shape the
narratives found in the 0ld Testament?

Ancient Near Eastern myths provide a cultural backdrop that shapes some 0ld

Testament narratives. Stories such as the flood (Noah's Ark) have parallels

in Mesopotamian epics like the Epic of Gilgamesh. However, the 0ld Testament
reinterprets these myths to express theological truths about God’s justice,

mercy, and covenant with humanity.

How does the concept of kingship in the 0ld
Testament reflect Ancient Near Eastern political
thought?

Kingship in the 0ld Testament reflects Ancient Near Eastern political thought
by portraying the king as God's anointed ruler responsible for justice and
order. Similar to other Near Eastern monarchs, Israelite kings were seen as
representatives of the divine on earth, but the 0ld Testament uniquely
emphasizes the king's accountability to Yahweh and the covenant.

What role does Ancient Near Eastern wisdom
literature play in understanding the 0ld Testament
wisdom books?

Ancient Near Eastern wisdom literature, such as the Instructions of Amenemope
from Egypt and Mesopotamian proverbs, provides a comparative context for the
0ld Testament wisdom books like Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. These texts
share themes of morality, the nature of suffering, and the pursuit of
understanding, highlighting a common cultural tradition adapted within the
Israelite worldview.



Additional Resources

**Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the 0ld Testament: An Analytical
Exploration**

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament represent a fascinating
intersection of culture, religion, and philosophy that has shaped much of
Western civilization'’s foundational texts. The 0ld Testament, or Hebrew
Bible, did not emerge in a vacuum; rather, it evolved within a complex milieu
of ancient Near Eastern societies, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Canaan, and
the Levant. Understanding this context is crucial for a nuanced appreciation
of the theological, literary, and historical dimensions of the 0ld Testament.
This article delves into the ways ancient Near Eastern thought influenced the
0ld Testament, examining thematic parallels, shared motifs, and divergent
worldviews, while maintaining an investigative, professional tone.

The Cultural and Intellectual Landscape of the
Ancient Near East

The ancient Near East, spanning roughly from the Tigris-Euphrates river
systems to the Nile Valley, was home to some of the earliest
civilizations—Sumerians, Akkadians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Hittites, and
Egyptians. These societies developed sophisticated systems of writing,
governance, law, and religion. Their mythologies, cosmologies, and legal
codes are documented in cuneiform tablets, papyri, and inscriptions,
providing a rich corpus for comparative study with biblical texts.

Religious Thought and Mythology

Ancient Near Eastern religions were predominantly polytheistic, featuring
pantheons of gods with distinct personalities and domains. Myths often
explained the origins of the cosmos, humanity, and social order through
narratives involving divine conflict, creation, and flood stories. For
example, the Babylonian *Enuma Elish* recounts a creation myth where the god
Marduk defeats the chaos monster Tiamat, establishing order from chaos.

In parallel, the 0ld Testament presents monotheistic theology centered on
Yahweh, a singular, sovereign God who creates the universe ex nihilo (out of
nothing). Despite this theological distinction, thematic echoes are evident.
The Genesis creation account shares structural elements with the *Enuma
Elish*, such as the establishment of order from primordial waters and the
separation of sky and earth. These similarities suggest a dialogue—whether
direct or indirect—between Israelite thought and broader Near Eastern
mythological traditions.



Legal and Ethical Systems

One of the most tangible connections between ancient Near Eastern thought and
the 0ld Testament lies in legal traditions. The Code of Hammurabi, a well-
preserved Babylonian law code dating to the 18th century BCE, predates many
biblical laws and offers insights into social regulation, justice, and ethics
in the region. The Mosaic Law, found primarily in Exodus, Leviticus, and
Deuteronomy, exhibits parallels in legal form and content with Hammurabi’s
code, including laws about property, family, and restitution.

However, the Old Testament law introduces distinctive elements, especially
its ethical monotheism and covenantal framework. Laws are presented not
merely as social contracts but as divine commandments within a covenantal
relationship between God and Israel. This imbues legal practice with
religious and moral significance beyond pragmatic governance.

Thematic Parallels and Divergences

Exploring the thematic commonalities and divergences between ancient Near
Eastern thought and the 0ld Testament enriches our understanding of biblical
texts.

Creation and Cosmology

As noted, creation narratives in the 0ld Testament share motifs with Near
Eastern myths but diverge in key theological assertions. The biblical account
emphasizes a singular, omnipotent deity who creates deliberately and
peacefully, in contrast to the violent cosmic battles often depicted in
Mesopotamian myths. Moreover, the biblical creation story introduces the
concept of humans created in the "image of God," underscoring an intrinsic
dignity and responsibility absent in many ancient myths where humans are mere
byproducts or servants of gods.

The Flood Narrative

The story of a great flood is ubiquitous across ancient Near Eastern
cultures, including the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Atrahasis Epic. These
accounts describe divine judgment through catastrophic floods that nearly
annihilate humanity. The 0ld Testament’s flood story in Genesis 6-9 shares
significant plot elements: a righteous man (Noah) builds an ark to save his
family and a remnant of animals.

Differences arise in the theological framing. The biblical narrative stresses
covenant—a promise from God never to destroy the earth by flood



again—highlighting a personal relationship between deity and humanity. In
contrast, other Near Eastern flood myths often portray gods as capricious or
vengeful.

Wisdom Literature and Ethical Reflection

Ancient Near Eastern wisdom literature, such as the Instructions of Amenemope
and the Babylonian Counsels of Wisdom, offers proverbs and ethical guidance
that resonate with biblical wisdom books like Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.
Themes of humility, justice, the fear of God, and the unpredictability of
life are common.

Yet, biblical wisdom is often framed within the context of divine revelation
and covenant fidelity, giving it a unique theological depth. This reflects a
shift from practical ethics aimed at social harmony to a moral vision
grounded in the character and will of a singular God.

Influence on Biblical Language and Literary
Forms

The interaction between ancient Near Eastern thought and the 0ld Testament
extends into language and literary style.

Use of Parallelism and Poetry

Hebrew poetry, characterized by parallelism and chiasmus, finds analogues in
Ugaritic and Akkadian texts. The Psalms and prophetic literature employ these
literary devices to convey complex theological and emotional content.
Scholars suggest that Israelite poets were influenced by their Near Eastern
milieu, adapting and transforming existing poetic conventions for their own
religious purposes.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolic motifs such as the serpent, the tree of life, and sacred mountains
appear across Near Eastern and biblical texts. For instance, the motif of the
mountain as a divine dwelling place recurs in both Canaanite and Israelite
traditions, though the 0ld Testament consistently attributes ultimate
sovereignty to Yahweh.



Challenges and Controversies in Comparative
Studies

Investigating ancient Near Eastern thought alongside the 0ld Testament raises
methodological and interpretive challenges.

e Chronological Issues: Dating ancient texts with precision is difficult,
complicating assertions about influence or dependence.

* Theological Sensitivities: Some religious traditions resist
acknowledging parallels to pagan myths, fearing it undermines scriptural
uniqueness.

e Fragmentary Evidence: Many Near Eastern texts are incomplete or damaged,
limiting comprehensive comparison.

e Interpretive Biases: Scholars’ cultural and religious backgrounds may
color analyses, necessitating careful, objective approaches.

Despite these challenges, the comparative study remains a vital field,
fostering greater appreciation of the 0ld Testament’s complexity and its
place within a broader ancient intellectual tradition.

Implications for Modern Biblical Scholarship
and Theology

Understanding ancient Near Eastern thought'’s relationship to the 0ld
Testament influences contemporary biblical scholarship and theological
reflection. It encourages viewing the Bible as a dynamic document shaped by
historical context, rather than a static text detached from its time. This
perspective enriches interpretations, revealing layers of meaning and
historical engagement.

Moreover, such study highlights the 0ld Testament’s unique contributions—its
monotheism, ethical monism, and covenantal theology—within a pluralistic
ancient world. It prompts reconsideration of biblical originality, not as
isolation but as creative dialogue with surrounding cultures.

In academic and religious circles alike, this nuanced approach fosters
respect for both the Bible’s rootedness in ancient Near Eastern thought and
its distinctive theological vision, enabling a fuller grasp of its enduring
significance.



Ancient Near Eastern Thought And The Old Testament

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Ancient Near Eastern Thought and
the Old Testament John H. Walton, 2006-11-01 Much of the Old Testament seems strange to
contemporary readers. However, as we begin to understand how ancient people viewed the world,
the Old Testament becomes more clearly a book that stands within its ancient context as it also
speaks against it. John Walton provides here a thoughtful introduction to the conceptual world of the
ancient Near East. Walton surveys the literature of the ancient Near East and introduces the reader
to a variety of beliefs about God, religion, and the world. In helpful sidebars, he provides examples of
how such studies can bring insight to the interpretation of specific Old Testament passages.
Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding of the Old Testament will find this a
helpful and instructive study.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the
Old Testament John H. Walton, 2018-05-15 Leading evangelical scholar John Walton surveys the
cultural context of the ancient Near East, bringing insight to the interpretation of specific Old
Testament passages. This new edition of a top-selling textbook has been thoroughly updated and
revised throughout to reflect the refined thinking of a mature scholar. It includes over 30
illustrations. Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding of the Old Testament
will find this a helpful and instructive study.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Ancient Near Eastern Themes in
Biblical Theology Jeffrey Jay Niehaus, 2008-03-13 Tracing parallels between biblical accounts and
pagan cultures of the ancient Near East, Niehaus explores creation and flood narratives; literary and
legal forms; and the acts of deities and the God of the Bible. He reveals not just cultural similarities
but spiritual dimensions of common thought and practice, providing an overarching view of the story
of the Bible. - Publisher.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: The Gods (Chp 4) John J. Walton, 2006

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Introduction to the Old Testament
Bill T. Arnold, 2014-04-07 This volume introduces the Old Testament and traces the legacy of
monotheism first found in the pages of Israel's Scriptures.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Old Testament Theology and the
Rest of God Nicholas J. Haydock, 2016-04-12 Rest is a largely neglected theme escaping Old
Testament studies, yet is notably prominent in the text itself, arising at many of the key moments of
the Old Testament--the creation, the flood, the conquest and exile of the land, the covenant with
David, and the construction of the temple. Haydock explores the ways in which God's rest interacts
with the direction of the narrative, noting also its role in shaping both Israel's worship and their
messianic expectation. In this fascinating study, Haydock considers the importance and place of rest
in the ancient Mesopotamian worldview, arguing that Israel's theology of rest played an important
part in their message to the nations. This message of a sovereign and gracious God offering his rest
to all peoples contrasts sharply with the nations' false perception of how rest was to be experienced
and enjoyed.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Studyguide for Ancient Near
Eastern Thought and the Old Testament Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2013-12 Never
HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events.
Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of the outlines, highlights, and quizzes for your
textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanies: 9780801027505. This item is printed on demand.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Interpreting the Pentateuch Peter
T. Vogt, 2009 In this latest addition to the Handbooks for Old Testament Exegesis series, Peter T.
Vogt continues the tradition of excellence established by previous volumes. Divided into three parts,
Interpreting the Pentateuch first provides an overview of the major themes of the Pentateuch. In the
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second part, Vogt offers resources and strategies for interpreting and understanding the first five
books of the Bible by exploring its genres-law and narrative. Finally, Vogt shows that, although the
Pentateuch is a collection of ancient texts, it still has contemporary significance. Vogt also includes
two samples-one from law and one from narrative-of exegesis, giving students a start-to-finish
example of the techniques he has illustrated for effective exegesis.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Judges and Ruth (Teach the Text
Commentary Series) Kenneth C. Way, 2016-09-20 Focused Biblical Scholarship to Teach the Text
The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to provide the
information a pastor needs to communicate the text effectively. The carefully selected preaching
units and focused commentary allow pastors to quickly grasp the big idea and key themes of each
passage of Scripture. Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea and key themes of the
passage and sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and illustrating the text. The newest Old
Testament release in this innovative commentary series is Kenneth C. Way's treatment of Judges and
Ruth.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Invitation to Biblical
Interpretation Andreas Kostenberger, 2021-02-23 2nd Edition An authoritative guide to accurately
interpreting and applying God's Word In this second edition of Invitation to Biblical Interpretation,
Andreas Kostenberger leads the reader step-by-step through the process of interpreting and
applying God's Word. The primary principle is the hermeneutical triad, which consists of history,
literature, and theology. Readers are equipped to explore the historical background of a biblical
passage, analyze its literary genre and features, and derive its theological meaning in light of the
biblical canon. Numerous examples are provided throughout to illustrate the concepts. A concluding
chapter provides direction on practical application, preaching, and helpful tools for Bible study.
Additional features include key words and definitions at the end of each chapter, study questions,
and practical exercises for applying the material. An appendix lists numerous resources for Bible
study, including recommended commentaries for every book of the Bible. The second edition
updates these resources, as well as the sources cited throughout, and includes a revised chapter on
the Old Testament canon. Instructors, students, pastors, and anyone who desires to interpret
Scripture accurately will find this volume to be an indispensable addition to their library.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: The World and the Word Eugene H.
Merrill, Mark F. Rooker, Michael A. Grisanti, 2011 Three esteemed Old Testament professors
introduce students to the first eighty percent of the Bible-freshly illuminating the text as a rich
source of theology and doctrine packed with practical principles for modern times.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
the Authority of Scripture Carlos R. Bovell, 2011-09-01 A bold and high quality reflection on how
to hold a 'high view' of Scripture once the notion of 'infallibility' is perforce given up.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: From the Study to the Pulpit Allan
Moseley, 2018-08-28 Many pastors struggle with preaching the Old Testament. As a professor and
pastor, Allan Moseley's vast experience and knowledge go a long way in helping expositors enrich
their pulpit ministry. The purpose of his book is to offer both exegetical and preaching help by
means of a workable 8-step method. The author's preaching model starts with the initial step of
determining the genre and meaning of the text to doing word studies and discovering the main ideas
of the text to applying the sermon in a life-changing and Christ-honoring manner. Some books on
preaching from the Old Testament are written by authors who do not actually preach, or preach only
occasionally. Pastors and budding preachers need a book written by someone who has knows what it
is like to be a pastor and has prepared sermons every week for years. His book reflects his
classroom teaching on the subjects of exposition and hermeneutics, and it provides helpful
illustrations of expositional principles that rise from his own preaching ministry.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: The Debilitating Duo Roche Coleman,
2023-10-02 Is it possible to violate God's moral law without experiencing guilt and shame? Can a
person silence their conscience from the strange emotions that emerge when one sin? An




examination of the original design of humanity in the imago Dei suggests one cannot sin and avoid
the debilitating duo. Humanity is created to live within the moral structure established by God.
Therefore, a violation of the divine laws, which is sin, leads to guilt and shame. The strange emotions
were innate sensation imparted to humanity to stop rebellion against the moral laws and to compel
an offender to acknowledge the offense through the confession of sin. Unconfessed sin debilitates
the physical and mental functions of a person created in the image of God. Guilt and shame are the
strange emotions that serve as mental guardians for an individual as well as for the society in
general. The duo was given as silent deterrents to immoral behaviors.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Interpreting the Wisdom Books
Edward Curtis, 2017 The Wisdom Literature of the Bible (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and
Song of Songs) is filled with practical principles for everyday life. While some Christians are
deterred by the pragmatic character of these matter-of-fact guidelines, they are as integral to God's
purposes for His people as the explicitly theological material that dominates other parts of Scripture.
The Wisdom books tie these two streams of God's revelation together in a way that enriches and
strengthens the church. It is a thorough resource for pastors and teachers to help them navigate the
sometimes bewildering waters of the Wisdom Literature.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: The World of the Bible John Drane,
2014-02-24 The authors of the 66 books of the Bible reflect the social, cultural and religious contexts
in which they lived. Understanding these contexts can greatly enrich and deepen our appreciation of
the Bible's meaning and message. In this splendid book, John Drane provides an unparalleled survey
of the many different worlds which helped to forge the pages of the Bible. He ranges over thousands
of years from the earliest hunter-gatherers to the Roman world in Jesus' day. Areas covered include
courtly and military structures, home life, social and economic relationships and ritual and cultural
practices. This book will enable the reader to approach the Bible with fresh insight, understanding
and appreciation.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: The Crucifixion of the Warrior God
Gregory A. Boyd, 2017-04-17 The Crucifixion of the Warrior God, in an epic constructive
investigation, takes up the set of dramatic tensions between depictions of divinely sanctioned
violence in Scripture and the message and life of peace of Jesus centering the New Testament. Over
two volumes, author Gregory A. Boyd argues that we must take seriously the full range of Scripture
as inspired, and the centrality of the crucified and risen Christ as the supreme revelation of God.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Companion to the Old Testament
Hywel Clifford, 2016-10-31 This book provides intelligent enrichment for encounters with the Old
Testament, the first part of the Christian Bible. There are chapters on its five main sections: the
Pentateuch, the Historical Books, Poetry and Wisdom, the Prophetic Books, and the
Apocrypha/Deutero-Canon. Each of the core chapters covers three areas: an introduction to the
general significance of each section in its ancient context; a survey of major ways these sacred texts
have been interpreted in the global history of Christianity; and suggestions for how its texts apply to
Christian ministry and mission today. These areas are often treated separately by scholars, but this
book usefully offers an integrated overview of these areas that will inform and inspire, and serve the
interests and needs of students and general readers alike.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Exploring the Old Testament in Asia
Jerry Hwang, Angukali Rotokha, 2022-11-07 Exploring the Old Testament in Asia is the first
evangelical Old Testament textbook written both from and for an Asian cultural context. Rooted in
the theological conviction that God still speaks through the Old Testament in all its fullness, the
twelve essays in this book address key theological issues pertinent to the diverse cultures and
contexts of Asia. Touching on topics from polytheism and kinship bonds to Scripture translation and
the biblical conception of wisdom, the writers position themselves in conversation with Asia’s rich
spiritual, cultural, and literary heritage. The result is a theological contribution that is both
contextually relevant and biblically faithful.

ancient near eastern thought and the old testament: Numbers (Baker Commentary on



the Old Testament: Pentateuch) Mark A. Awabdy, 2023-11-14 Explore the contemporary
significance of the Old Testament and hear the Word of God afresh This substantive and useful
commentary on the book of Numbers is both critically engaged and sensitive to the theological
contributions of the text. It is grounded in rigorous scholarship but useful for those who preach and
teach. In addition to paragraph-level commentary, all volumes of the Baker Commentary on the Old
Testament series feature: @ A fresh translation of the Hebrew text @ Incisive comments based on
the author's translation @ Linguistic, historical, and canonical insights @ Theological reflections @
Footnotes addressing technical matters Pastors, teachers, and all serious students of the Bible will
find here an accessible commentary that will serve as an excellent resource for their study. This is
the second volume in a new series on the Pentateuch, which complements other Baker Commentary
on the Old Testament series: Historical Books, Wisdom and Psalms, and Prophets. Each series
volume covers one book of the Pentateuch, addressing important issues and problems that flow from
the text and exploring the contemporary relevance of the Pentateuch. The series editor is Bill T.
Arnold, the Paul S. Amos Professor of Old Testament Interpretation at Asbury Theological Seminary.
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