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**Into the Region of Awe Mysticism in C.S. Lewis**

Into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis we step with a sense of curiosity and reverence,
exploring a fascinating intersection of theology, philosophy, and literary imagination. C.S. Lewis,
known widely for his imaginative works like *The Chronicles of Narnia* and his Christian
apologetics, also ventured deeply into themes that resonate with mystical awe—those profound
moments when human beings feel touched by something greater than themselves. This mysticism,
rich with wonder and spiritual insight, invites readers not only to ponder the divine but to
experience a heartfelt encounter with mystery and transcendence.

Exploring the Region of Awe Mysticism in C.S. Lewis

Lewis’s approach to mysticism differs from traditional, esoteric forms. Instead of retreating into
abstract metaphysical speculation, he grounds his sense of awe in accessible narratives and clear
theological reflections. His writings often serve as a bridge, inviting readers into a mystical
experience that is at once personal and universal. This blend of awe and mysticism reflects a deep
yearning for connection with the divine, expressed through vivid imagery and heartfelt storytelling.

The Nature of Awe in Lewis’s Mystical Vision

At the core of Lewis’s mystical outlook is the concept of awe—a feeling that transcends mere
admiration or curiosity. Awe, in Lewis’s understanding, is a powerful response to encounters with
beauty, goodness, and ultimately, God. It is a spiritual sensation that can shift one’s perspective,
leading to humility and wonder. In his essay "The Weight of Glory," Lewis writes about how humans
are drawn to something beyond the material world, something that ignites a deep longing within the
soul.

This longing, which Lewis sometimes describes as “joy,” is more than happiness—it’s an intense,
almost painful desire for a reality that surpasses our everyday experience. It is in this tension
between longing and fulfillment that mysticism takes root, drawing the individual into what Lewis
calls “the region of awe.”

Mysticism Through Storytelling: The Chronicles of Narnia

One of the most compelling ways Lewis explores mysticism is through his storytelling, especially in
*The Chronicles of Narnia*. The series is rich with symbolic encounters that evoke awe and spiritual
transformation. Aslan, the lion and central figure in the narrative, represents a Christ-like presence
that inspires reverence and wonder. His appearances and actions often bring characters into
moments of profound mystical experience.

For example, when Lucy first meets Aslan, she encounters a presence that is both terrifying and
comforting—a classic hallmark of mystical awe. Lewis uses fantasy as a tool to illustrate how the



divine can be both immanent and transcendent, approachable yet utterly other. Readers are invited
to experience not just the story but the emotional and spiritual truths embedded within it.

The Role of Nature and Creation in Lewis’s Mysticism

Another key aspect of entering into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis is his deep
appreciation for nature as a gateway to the divine. Lewis frequently reflects on how the natural
world can evoke a sense of wonder that points beyond itself to a greater Creator. In works like *The
Problem of Pain* and *The Four Loves*, he discusses how beauty in nature stirs the human spirit,
often unexpectedly.

This connection with nature is not simply aesthetic; it serves as a sacramental experience—a
tangible sign of something sacred. Lewis’s mysticism is thus incarnational: the divine is revealed
through physical reality, inviting believers to find God not only in church or scripture but in the
rustling of leaves, the majesty of mountains, and the vastness of the night sky.

The Intersection of Rationality and Mysticism in Lewis’s
Thought

One of the unique features of Lewis’s mysticism is his insistence on the compatibility between
rational thought and mystical experience. Unlike some mystics who emphasize ineffability and
emotional experience alone, Lewis believed that awe and wonder could coexist with reason and
logic. His apologetic works, including *Mere Christianity*, demonstrate a commitment to intellectual
clarity even while acknowledging the mystery of faith.

This balance is crucial for readers seeking to understand mysticism without abandoning critical
thinking. Lewis shows that awe is not irrational; rather, it is a response to truths that reason alone

cannot fully capture. His work encourages a thoughtful engagement with the spiritual realm, where
mystery invites exploration rather than fear.

Tips for Readers: Experiencing Lewis’s Mysticism Personally

If you're interested in delving into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis, here are some ways to
engage more deeply:

1. **Read Slowly and Reflectively:** Lewis’s works often contain layers of meaning. Take time to
pause and reflect on passages that evoke strong emotional or spiritual responses.

2. **Pay Attention to Nature:** Try to practice Lewis’s appreciation for the natural world. Spend
time outdoors and observe moments of beauty or stillness as invitations to a mystical encounter.

3. **Engage with His Apologetics:** Explore *Mere Christianity* and *The Problem of Pain* to
understand how Lewis integrates reason with faith, enhancing the depth of mystical awe.

4. **Use Imagination as a Gateway:** Let Lewis’s fictional worlds serve as a kind of meditation,



where symbols and stories open your mind to spiritual realities beyond the mundane.

By approaching his writings with openness and curiosity, readers can journey into that special
“region of awe” where mysticism breathes life into the everyday.

Mysticism’s Influence on Lewis’s Legacy

The mystical dimension of Lewis’s work has had a lasting impact on both literary and theological
communities. His ability to articulate the experience of awe resonates with readers across
generations, encouraging a spirituality that is vibrant and accessible. Lewis’s mysticism helps bridge
the gap between ancient religious experiences and modern sensibilities, making the divine
approachable without losing its mystery.

Moreover, his exploration of awe invites ongoing dialogue between faith and culture, theology and
imagination. This dynamic interplay enriches contemporary discussions about spirituality and invites
readers to encounter the sacred in fresh and unexpected ways.

Stepping into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis is, therefore, not just an intellectual exercise
but a transformational experience—one that deepens our appreciation for the mystery that
surrounds and permeates all of life. Whether through his essays, novels, or theological reflections,
Lewis continues to guide us toward moments of profound awe that awaken the soul and open the
heart to the divine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Into the Region of Awe' in the context of C.S. Lewis's
mysticism?
'Into the Region of Awe' is a phrase used to describe C.S. Lewis's exploration of mystical experiences

that evoke profound awe and wonder towards the divine, reflecting his spiritual journey and
understanding of encountering God beyond rational comprehension.

How does C.S. Lewis depict awe in his mystical writings?

C.S. Lewis often portrays awe as a humbling and transformative encounter with the divine or the
sublime, where one feels a deep sense of reverence and amazement that transcends ordinary
experience, as seen in his works like 'The Problem of Pain' and 'The Great Divorce.'

What role does mysticism play in C.S. Lewis's Christian
apologetics?

Mysticism in C.S. Lewis's apologetics serves to bridge rational faith and experiential knowledge of
God, emphasizing that while reason is important, personal encounters with divine mystery and awe
are essential for a full understanding of Christian belief.



Can 'Into the Region of Awe' be related to C.S. Lewis's concept
of 'Joy'?

Yes, Lewis's concept of 'Joy' or ' Sehnsucht' is closely linked to mystical awe; it represents an intense
longing for something transcendent and divine, which often leads individuals into the 'region of awe'
where they experience a glimpse of God's presence.

Which of C.S. Lewis's works best illustrate his mystical views
and experiences?

Works such as 'Surprised by Joy,' 'The Problem of Pain,' and 'The Great Divorce' best illustrate
Lewis's mystical views, as they delve into his personal spiritual experiences, the nature of divine
suffering, and the afterlife, all infused with a sense of awe and mystery.

How does 'Into the Region of Awe' influence modern
interpretations of C.S. Lewis's spirituality?

The concept encourages modern readers to appreciate the mystical dimension of Lewis's spirituality,
highlighting that his faith was not merely intellectual but deeply experiential, inviting believers to
seek awe-filled encounters with God as part of their spiritual journey.

Additional Resources

**Into the Region of Awe Mysticism in C.S. Lewis: An Analytical Exploration**

Into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis, one embarks on a journey through the intricate
interplay of spirituality, imagination, and philosophical inquiry. C.S. Lewis, renowned primarily for
his contributions to literature and Christian apologetics, also offers a rich tapestry of mysticism that
captivates readers seeking a deeper understanding of transcendence and the divine. His works
traverse the boundaries of awe, wonder, and the ineffable, presenting a form of mysticism that is
both accessible and profoundly moving. This article probes the nuances of Lewis’s mysticism,
situating it within the broader context of 20th-century spiritual thought and literary tradition.

The Essence of Mysticism in C.S. Lewis’s Thought

Mysticism, broadly defined as the pursuit of union with the divine or ultimate reality through direct
experience, often carries connotations of esotericism or obscurity. However, Lewis’s mysticism
diverges from these clichés by emphasizing clarity, narrative, and rationality alongside awe and
mystery. His approach to mysticism is less about escaping the material world and more about
illuminating it through a lens of wonder and reverence.

Lewis’s Christian worldview deeply informs his mysticism. Unlike Eastern mysticism, which
sometimes emphasizes dissolution of the self, Lewis underscores the personal nature of God and the
importance of relationship. This relational mysticism is evident in works like *The Great Divorce*
and *The Problem of Pain*, where Lewis explores themes of divine justice, grace, and the soul’s



journey toward God. His mysticism is not detached from reality but is instead a call to recognize the
sacred embedded in the everyday.

The Role of Awe and Wonder

Awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis is fundamentally about encountering the “Other” — something beyond
ordinary comprehension yet intimately present. For Lewis, awe is a vital emotional and spiritual
state that opens the individual to the divine mystery. In his autobiographical work *Surprised by
Joy*, Lewis describes moments of intense joy and awe as “stabs of joy” that hint at a reality beyond
the physical world.

This sense of awe is not merely emotional but epistemic; it provides knowledge that transcends
empirical data. Lewis often juxtaposes rational argumentation with these moments of profound
experience, suggesting that mysticism and reason are not mutually exclusive but complementary. In
this way, Lewis’s mysticism invites readers to embrace both intellect and feeling in their spiritual
quest.

Comparative Perspectives: Lewis and Other Mystics

While C.S. Lewis draws on Christian tradition, his mysticism also resonates with broader mystical
themes found in the works of other thinkers. Comparing Lewis to mystics such as St. John of the
Cross or Meister Eckhart reveals both continuities and departures. For instance, like John of the
Cross, Lewis acknowledges the “dark night of the soul” — a period of spiritual desolation that
precedes deeper union with God. Yet, Lewis’s optimism and clarity set him apart, as he often
emphasizes hope and joy as intrinsic to the mystical journey.

In contrast with Eastern mystics like Rumi or the Buddhist tradition, Lewis’s mysticism remains
distinctly theistic and personal. His writings resist the notion of annihilation into a universal
oneness, favoring instead an eternal relationship with a personal God. This theological grounding
shapes his interpretation of mystical experiences as encounters with a loving and just deity, rather
than impersonal cosmic forces.

Features and Characteristics of Lewis’s Mysticism

Several key features characterize the mysticism present in Lewis’s oeuvre:

e Interplay of Imagination and Reality: Lewis’s use of imaginative literature (notably *The
Chronicles of Narnia*) serves as a vehicle for mystical insight, blending fantasy with spiritual
truth.

e Personal Relationship with the Divine: Mysticism in Lewis’s work is deeply relational,
focusing on the soul’s dialogue with God rather than abstract metaphysics.

e Integration of Reason and Faith: Lewis advocates for a balanced approach where mystical



experience complements theological reasoning.

* Awe as Gateway: The feeling of awe acts as a threshold to mystical awareness, inviting
humility and wonder.

¢ Redemptive Suffering: Lewis often explores how pain and suffering have a place in spiritual
growth and mystical union.

These elements make Lewis’s mysticism distinctive, bridging gaps between literary creativity,
Christian doctrine, and experiential spirituality.

The Impact of Mysticism on Lewis’s Literary Works

Lewis’s mysticism profoundly influences his narrative style and thematic preoccupations, especially
in his fiction. The *Narnia* series, for example, is replete with mystical symbolism and allegory.
Characters often undergo transformative experiences that mirror mystical awakening — moments of
insight, sacrifice, and encounter with the divine.

Moreover, Lewis’s use of myth and allegory serves as a strategic tool to communicate mystical
truths. By embedding spiritual realities within accessible stories, he invites readers of all ages into

the “region of awe” where faith and imagination converge. This narrative strategy has been praised
for making complex mystical concepts approachable without diluting their depth.

Pros and Cons of Lewis’s Mystical Approach

Engaging critically with Lewis’s mysticism reveals both strengths and limitations:

1. Pros:
o Accessible and relatable form of mysticism grounded in narrative and reason.
o Balances emotion and intellect, appealing to a broad audience.
o Offers hope and joy as integral to spiritual experience, countering despair.

o Integrates Christian theology with imaginative literature, enriching both.

2. Cons:
o May be too theologically specific for readers outside the Christian tradition.

o Sometimes idealizes mystical experience, potentially overlooking its challenges.



o Less emphasis on the contemplative silence characteristic of some mystical traditions.

These considerations highlight the unique place Lewis occupies in the landscape of mysticism,
offering a particular but valuable perspective.

Contemporary Relevance of Lewis’s Mysticism

In today’s fragmented spiritual landscape, Lewis’s approach to mysticism remains relevant for those
seeking a middle path between skepticism and blind faith. His insistence on awe as a vital spiritual
posture resonates with contemporary interests in mindfulness and transcendent experience.
Additionally, the integration of story and theology provides a model for how spiritual truths can be
communicated in a pluralistic society.

Educational institutions and spiritual communities increasingly turn to Lewis’s writings to explore
mystical themes in an accessible format. His work also appeals to seekers who desire a mysticism
that respects reason and personal identity, countering more diffuse or impersonal spiritualities
prevalent in modern culture.

Lewis’s mysticism invites modern readers to step “into the region of awe” with both curiosity and
critical engagement, offering a pathway that honors mystery without abandoning clarity.

Exploring into the region of awe mysticism in C.S. Lewis reveals a nuanced spiritual vision that
blends imagination, reason, and personal faith. His writings continue to inspire readers to embrace
the sacred in the everyday and to seek a deeper encounter with the divine, illustrating that
mysticism need not be an obscure or inaccessible pursuit but a vibrant, transformative experience
accessible to all.

Into The Region Of Awe Mysticism In C S Lewis

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Into the Region of Awe David C. Downing,
2005-04-21 David C. Downing explores mysticism as a part of C. S. Lewis's faith and writing. He
addresses both the influence on Lewis by mystical writers of his own day and the threads of
mysticism evident in Lewis's works.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Bruce
R. Johnson, 2024-02-29 Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, Volume 17, 2023 is edited by Bruce R.
Johnson for The Arizona C.S. Lewis Society. This journal is the work of the C.S. Lewis Initiative of
George Fox University of Newberg, Oregon.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: The Cambridge Companion to C. S. Lewis
Robert MacSwain, Michael Ward, 2010-09-09 A distinguished academic, influential Christian
apologist, and best-selling author of children's literature, C. S. Lewis is a controversial and
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enigmatic figure who continues to fascinate, fifty years after his death. This Companion is a
comprehensive single-volume study written by an international team of scholars to survey Lewis's
career as a literary historian, popular theologian, and creative writer. Twenty-one expert voices from
the University of Oxford, the University of Cambridge, Princeton University, and Wheaton College,
among many other places of learning, analyze Lewis's work from theological, philosophical, and
literary perspectives. Some chapters consider his professional contribution to fields such as critical
theory and intellectual history, while others assess his views on issues including moral knowledge,
gender, prayer, war, love, suffering, and Scripture. The final chapters investigate his work as a
writer of fiction and poetry. Original in its approach and unique in its scope, this Companion shows
that C. S. Lewis was much more than merely the man behind Narnia.

into the region of awe mysticism in c¢ s lewis: An Analysis of C.S. Lewis's Mere
Christianity Mark Scarlata, 2017-07-05 C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity is a perfect example of one
of the most effective aspects of critical thinking skills: the use of reasoning to build a strong, logical
argument. fLewis originally wrote the book as a series of radio talks given from 1942-1944, at the
height of World War II. The talks were designed to lay out the most basic tenets of Christianity for
listeners, and to use these to make a logical argument for Christian belief and Christian ethics.
While Lewis was not an academically-trained theologian or philosopher (specializing instead in
literature), his own experience of converting from atheism to Christianity, along with his wide
reading and incisive questioning, power a charming but persuasive argument for his own beliefs.
fWhether or not one agrees with Lewis’s arguments or shares his faith, Mere Christianity
exemplifies one of the most useful aspects of good reasoning: accessibility. When using reasoning to
construct a convincing argument, it is crucial that your audience follow you, and Lewis was a master
at constructing well-organised arguments that are immediately understandable to readers. The
beautifully written Mere Christianity is a masterclass in cogently walking an audience through an
elegant and well thought-through piece of reasoning.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: The Christian Mind of C. S. Lewis Andrew ]J.
Spencer, 2019-12-05 C. S. Lewis embodied the Christian mind because he saw the world as a
coherent unity. His writing consistently pursued the good, the true, and the beautiful. He used
nonfiction to point out the reasonableness of Christianity and used his fiction to create compelling
illustrations that make faith in Christ an obvious and attractive conclusion. This book explores the
Christian mind of C. S. Lewis across the spectrum of the genres he worked in. With contributors
from diverse disciplines and interests, the volume illuminates the many facets of Lewis’s work. The
Christian Mind of C. S. Lewis assists readers to read Lewis better and also to read other works
better. The overarching goal is, just as Lewis would have desired, to help people see Christ more
clearly in the world and to be more like Christ.

into the region of awe mysticism in c¢ s lewis: Our True Beloved Michael S. Whiting,
2024-10-17 C. S. Lewis’s masterpiece The Four Loves, published in 1960, provided the world with a
Christian exploration of four dimensions of human love: extolling the divine blessings and warning of
the idolatrous distortions in familial belonging (storge), friendship as a common quest (philia),
romantic desire for personal union (eros), and concluding with the perfection of divine,
unconditional love (agape). Whiting uses the four loves as a framework to interpret the Christian
love of God in historical movements across Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and
Pentecostal/Charismatic churches. He illuminates the often reactionary and competing tensions
swinging between emphases on loving God in liturgical ritual and worship (storge), the active moral
life (philia), personal spiritual experience (eros), and approaches of faith to suffering (agape).
Synthesizing a panoramic view of Christian history with philosophy, literature, and biblical
reflection, Whiting shows how the love of God is diminished when the loves become fractured. He
advocates for an integrated, holistic love of God that both avoids excesses and challenges the
modern narrative of secular progress.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: The Oxbridge Evangelist Michael J. Gehring,
2017-02-28 In The Oxbridge Evangelist: Motivations, Practices, and Legacy of C. S. Lewis, Michael




Gehring examines the evangelistic practices of one of the most significant lay evangelists of the
twentieth century. In the early 1930s not many who knew Lewis would have guessed that he would
become such a significant evangelist. He has left an evangelistic legacy that has influenced millions
across the world. Yet Lewis scholarship has not given sufficient attention to this crucial aspect of his
legacy. This work examines Lewis's loss and recovery of faith, and it shows how his experience
heightened his own awareness of the loss of the Christian faith in England. Because of his ability to
identify with others, Lewis engaged in the work of evangelism with uncanny skill. This work required
singular courage on his part; it cost him dearly professionally and in his relationships. Gehring
critically explores Lewis's motivations, practices, and legacy of evangelism. In doing so he provides
penetrating insight for those interested in the theory and practice of evangelism in a culture that too
readily leaves it to the crazies of the Christian tradition or relegates it to the margins of church life.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: The Wages of Cinema Crystal L. Downing,
2025-05-27 Discover a New Dimension of Faith and Cinema with The Wages of Cinema In a
captivating realm where cinematic narratives enchant countless viewers, how can one harmonize
their faith with the craft of filmmaking? The Wages of Cinema encourages a deep dive into this
relationship, drawing upon the significant reflections of Dorothy L. Sayers defending the authenticity
of art and truth's manifestation. The Wages of Cinema uses examples ranging from the timeless
genius of Charlie Chaplin to the cultural phenomenon of Barbie, illustrating how film theory can be
enriched by the truths of the Christian faith. The Wages of Cinema will help readers appreciate
artistry through: Enlightening Models: Learn how Christians can discuss films intelligently,
transcending simple content critique. Historical Insights: Delve into the history of cinema and the
evolution of film theories. Sayers's Legacy: Uncover little-known evidence of Dorothy Sayers's
engagement with cinema, shedding light on her passion for truth and artistic integrity. Dive into The
Wages of Cinema and transform your movie-watching into a meaningful dialogue between faith and
art. Whether you're a student of film or a passionate movie lover, The Wages of Cinema will broaden
your horizon and deepen your appreciation of cinema.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: How Postmodernism Serves (My) Faith
Crystal L. Downing, 2006-05-15 Crystal L. Downing introduces students (especially those in the arts)
to postmodernism: where it came from, and how Christians can best understand, critique and benefit
from its insights.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: From the Stone Age to Thomas Merton Larry
Hart, 2018-09-13 This is a book about prayer, about Christian prayer, about Christian contemplative
or meditative prayer as a way of simply being in the loving presence of God. It begins with prayer as
that natural sense of the divine, what has been known for centuries as the sensus divinitatis, that
consciousness of the mystery of God that is in each of us from the time of our birth. There are many
ways of praying, and they all tend toward contemplation or mysticism. That is, toward heightening
our conscious connection to God, our awareness of the love of God, our wakefulness to the presence
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in us, through us, and around us. By tracing the origins of
contemplative prayer, its practice through the Old and New Testament Scriptures, then across the
centuries of the Christian era to the contemporary world, it is hoped that the reader will develop a
keener appreciation for the depth, beauty, and richness of the Christian spiritual tradition.

into the region of awe mysticism in c¢ s lewis: The Making of Evangelical Spirituality Jason
Cherry, 2023-01-05 How did it come to be that evangelicals expect individualized, extrabiblical
revelation from God? What has happened culturally, historically, and theologically to make this the
ubiquitous assumption of evangelical spirituality? The Making of Evangelical Spirituality is a
compound of history and theology applied to the subject of evangelical spirituality—specifically, the
phenomenon of evangelicals thinking “God spoke to me” in a still, quiet voice. The story is complex,
multifaceted, and urgently in need of telling. Few Christians know the history of the spiritual
expectations heaped upon them. Few know the individuals who gave shape to evangelical
spirituality, spiritual chieftains who were often guided by uniquely ephemeral, social, and cultural
forces. There is no towering figure like Martin Luther that stands as the lone front man for the



esoterica of evangelical spirituality. Instead, it’s the osmosis of many fascinating people struggling
through life in the storm of worldly and cultural momentum. This book is the story of those hermits,
monks, reformers, heretics, politicians, outcasts, and preachers who gave shape. Failure to tell the
story now risks it becoming just another part of historical compost, threatening to make evangelicals
forever ignorant of what they are tossing into the garden of their soul.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Gaining a Face James Prothero, Donald T.
Williams, 2013-11-18 Contrary to the popular perception that C.S. Lewis was merely a religious
writer, there is a good case to be made for Lewis being one of the major British writers of the
twentieth century if we look at him as a prime member of a resurgent Romantic movement after the
Second World War. Much has been written on Lewis’s thoughts on joy, a central aspect of his
Romanticism. However, Lewis was at the same time a rationalist, and managed to merge his
Rationalism with his Romanticism in a unique and original manner. And his Romanticism likewise
was complex and owed much to both George MacDonald and, through the medium of MacDonald’s
thought, to the Romanticism of William Wordsworth. This study traces the aspects of Lewis’s
romantic thought as it is drawn from MacDonald, Wordsworth and other influences, and traces how,
beyond his fascination with joy, Lewis constructed a consistent romantic vision that allowed for a
balance with reason and stood in contradiction to the literary movements of his time.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Changing Signs of Truth Crystal L. Downing,
2012-05-15 Crystal Downing brings the postmodern theory of semiotics within reach for today's
evangelists. Following the idea of the sign through Scripture, church history and the academy,
Downing shows you how signs work and how sensitivity to their dynamics can make or break an
attempt to communicate truth.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Theosis Michael Paul Gama, 2017-02-20
Evangelicalism is reaching an inflection point. The exodus of millennials from Evangelical churches
and the growth of those self-identifying as Nones, as in None of the Above, for their church
affiliation, is concerning for the movement's future. Evangelical leaders offer mixed responses to this
challenge--from circling the wagons to an enthusiastic Everything must change! posture. Theosis
takes a different approach. Seeking to understand Evangelicalism and its origins, this book suggests
that Evangelicalism is best understood as the sibling of western, Enlightenment Modernity, which
served it well . . . until the modern cultural ethos began to shift dramatically toward post-modernity.
In this shift, young Evangelicals--principally postmoderns themselves--are abandoning their father's
Evangelicalism and its perceived linearity, hyper-rationalism, either/or exclusivity, and faith
expression, too often perceived as stripped of mystery and wonder. Theosis proposes that to move
forward, Evangelicalism must go back to the future, to re-engage with the patristic understanding of
salvation as theosis; deification, or union with God. This radical return--and broadening of the
doctrine of salvation--has begun to gain traction in Western Christendom, slowly being considered as
it has always in the Christian East, as mere Christianity.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: C.S. Lewis and Christian Postmodernism
Kyoko Yuasa, 2017-05-25 Employing a postmodernist literary approach, Kyoko Yuasa identifies C.S.
Lewis both as an antimodernist and as a Christian postmodernist who tells the story of the Gospel to
twentieth- and twenty-first-century readers. Lewis is popularly known as anable Christian apologist,
talented at explaining Christian beliefs in simple, logical terms. His fictional works, on the other
hand, feature expressions that erect ambiguous borders between non-fiction and fiction, an
approach similar to those typical in postmodernist literature. While postmodernist literature is full of
micronarratives that deconstruct the Great Story, Lewis's fictional world shows the reverse: in his
world, micronarratives express the Story that transcends human understanding. Lewis's approach
reflects both his opposition to modernist philosophy, which embraces solidified interpretation, and
his criticism of modernised Christianity. Here Yuasa brings to the fore Lewis's focus on the history of
interpretation and seeks a new model.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Seeking the God Beyond ]. P. Williams,
2019-07-29 Apophatic theology, or negative theology, attempts to describe God, the Divine Good, by



negation, to speak only in terms of what may not be said about the perfect goodness that is God. It is
a way of coming to an understanding of who God is, which has played a significant role across
centuries of Christian tradition but is very often treated with suspicion by those engaging in
theological study today. This book seeks to introduce students to this oft-misunderstood form of
spirituality. Beginning by placing apophatic spirituality within its biblical roots, the book later
considers the key pioneers of apophatic faith and a diverse range of thinkers, including C. S. Lewis
and Keats, to inform us in our negative theological journey. A final section explores what difference
a negative theological approach might make to our practice and our liturgy.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: C.S. Lewis and a Problem of Evil Jerry Root,
2010-08-27 C.S. Lewis was concerned about an aspect of the problem of evil he called subjectivism:
the tendency of one's perspective to move towards self-referentialism and utilitarianism. In C.S.
Lewis and a Problem of Evil, Jerry Root provides a holistic reading of Lewis by walking the reader
through all of Lewis's published work as he argues Lewis's case against subjectivism. Furthermore,
the book reveals that Lewis consistently employed fiction to make his case, as virtually all of his
villains are portrayed assubjectivists. Lewis's warnings are prophetic; this book is not merely an
exposition of Lewis, it is also a timely investigation into the problem of evil.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: The Annunciation Larry Hart, 2017-03-10 The
Annunciation is an in-depth look at how the Christian message can be communicated in a way that is
comprehensible to the postmodern world and yet remain within the classical faith.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Grayson
Carter, 2014-07-14 Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis
Society in 2007, is the only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his
writings published anywhere in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical,
biographical, philosophical, bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his
writings. The journal includes articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews,
bibliographical material, poetry, interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related
conferences, events and publications. Its readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide
variety of disciplines, as well as learned non-scholars and Lewis enthusiasts. At this time, Sehnsucht
is published once a year.

into the region of awe mysticism in c s lewis: Walking on Holy Ground Dr. Antoinette
Pinto-Sequeira, 2014-04-15 Walking On Holy Ground With Persons Suffering From The Alzheimer’s
Disease explores the sacredness of the Alzheimer’s patients as well as draws the attention of clergy
and laymen alike to acknowledge the sanctity of ministering to those suffering with the Alzheimer's
disease. It is important to recognize the sacredness of ‘man’ and as such to value his human dignity.
We must respect and revere everyone we encounter daily, irrespective of health conditions and their
caste, color or creed. This maxim of reverencing the sacredness in all persons is the crux of this
book. This book will help you to minister fruitfully to the Alzheimer’s patients and to address their
yearning for God and simultaneously provide them with spiritual sustenance. This book will
undergird the prevalent traditional cognitive pastoral care ministry and help to appropriately meet
the spiritual need of these non-cognitive patients.
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