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**Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition: Exploring the Intersection**

handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition serves as an essential resource for anyone
interested in understanding how language learning unfolds through the lens of cognitive processes. This
field bridges the gap between how humans mentally process language and how learners acquire a second
language, offering fresh perspectives and practical insights that revolutionize traditional language teaching
methods. Whether you're a linguist, language teacher, or student, diving into this handbook opens up a
world where cognition and language intertwine to explain the complexities of mastering a new tongue.

What Is Cognitive Linguistics in the Context of Language
Learning?

Cognitive linguistics is an approach to language study that emphasizes the mental processes underlying
language use and comprehension. Unlike structuralist or generative models that treat language as an
autonomous system, cognitive linguistics sees language as deeply connected to general cognition,
perception, and experience.

When applied to second language acquisition (SLA), cognitive linguistics helps explain how learners
internalize and mentally represent a new language. This approach focuses on meaning construction,
conceptual metaphors, mental imagery, and the embodied nature of language. Instead of viewing language
learning as merely memorizing rules and vocabulary, cognitive linguistics examines how learners build
mental models and link new information to existing cognitive frameworks.

The Role of Meaning and Conceptualization

A key tenet of cognitive linguistics is that meaning is central to language learning. For second language
learners, this means moving beyond rote memorization to understanding how concepts are structured and
expressed in the target language. For example, metaphors and idioms are not just arbitrary expressions but
reveal how speakers conceptualize their world.

In the handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition, you'll find detailed discussions on
how conceptual metaphors, like viewing time as money ("spending time") or arguments as war
("defending a point"), influence comprehension and production in a new language. Recognizing these
patterns helps learners grasp subtle meanings and cultural nuances.



Insights from the Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and Second
Language Acquisition

The handbook compiles cutting-edge research and theoretical frameworks that connect cognitive linguistics
with SLA. It highlights the importance of meaning-making, cognitive grammar, mental imagery, and
usage-based models in understanding how learners acquire and use a second language.

Usage-Based Approaches

One of the revolutionary insights found in this handbook is the emphasis on usage-based models. These
models suggest that language learning is rooted in exposure to authentic language use rather than abstract
rules. Learners gradually extract patterns from real language input, forming constructions that carry
meaning.

This contrasts with traditional grammar-focused teaching, encouraging educators to design lessons that
immerse students in meaningful communication, thereby facilitating natural acquisition processes.

Embodiment and Language Learning

Cognitive linguistics often stresses the embodied nature of language—how bodily experience shapes
linguistic meaning. For second language learners, this has practical implications. Gestures, physical context,
and sensory experiences play crucial roles in anchoring new vocabulary and concepts.

The handbook explores how incorporating physical activities, visual aids, and real-life contexts into teaching
can enhance retention and deepen comprehension. This approach aligns well with communicative
language teaching methods that prioritize interaction and context.

Practical Applications in Second Language Teaching

Understanding the cognitive aspects of language acquisition isn't just theoretical; it directly informs
effective teaching strategies. The handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition offers
valuable guidance for educators aiming to optimize their instruction.



Encouraging Meaningful Input

Since cognitive linguistics emphasizes meaning, teachers should focus on providing comprehensible and
context-rich input. Storytelling, authentic materials, and conversations that relate to learners’ experiences
help activate prior knowledge and facilitate conceptual connections.

Using Metaphors and Conceptual Frames

Incorporating metaphor awareness activities helps learners decode figurative language, enhancing their
communicative competence. Teachers can design exercises where students analyze metaphors in the target
language, fostering deeper understanding and more natural usage.

Fostering Mental Imagery and Visualization

Promoting visualization techniques encourages learners to create mental images tied to new vocabulary or
grammar structures. For example, associating a verb with a vivid picture or scenario can make abstract
concepts more tangible and memorable.

Key Terms and Concepts in the Handbook

To navigate the handbook effectively, it's useful to be familiar with several core terms frequently discussed
in the field:

Conceptual Metaphor Theory: The idea that abstract concepts are understood through more concrete
experiences.

Construction Grammar: A model that views language as a collection of form-meaning pairs called
constructions.

Embodiment: The principle that cognitive processes, including language, are grounded in bodily
experience.

Usage-Based Model: The perspective that language acquisition is shaped by frequency and patterns
in input.

Semantic Networks: Mental structures that organize meanings and concepts interconnectedly.



Grasping these concepts equips learners and educators to appreciate the cognitive underpinnings of second
language acquisition more fully.

Challenges and Future Directions Highlighted in the Handbook

While the handbook provides comprehensive coverage, it also acknowledges ongoing challenges in
merging cognitive linguistics with SLA research and practice.

Balancing Cognitive and Social Factors

Language learning is not only a cognitive process but also deeply social and cultural. The handbook
encourages an integrated approach that considers social interaction, identity, and motivation alongside
cognitive mechanisms.

Technological Advances and Cognitive Linguistics

Emerging technologies like AI-driven language tools, virtual reality, and neuroimaging offer exciting
possibilities for applying cognitive linguistic theories. The handbook suggests future research directions to
harness these technologies for more personalized and effective second language learning.

Individual Differences in Cognition

Learners differ in cognitive styles, memory capacities, and attention spans. Understanding how these
individual differences affect language acquisition from a cognitive linguistic point of view remains a rich
area for exploration.

Why the Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and Second
Language Acquisition Matters

In an era where globalization demands multilingual skills, the handbook stands out as a beacon for educators,
researchers, and learners eager to deepen their understanding of how we acquire languages beyond mere
repetition or memorization. By focusing on the mental processes that enable language learning, it pushes
the boundaries of traditional approaches and offers innovative pathways to mastery.



Whether you’re designing curricula, conducting research, or simply fascinated by the intersection of mind
and language, this handbook provides a nuanced, evidence-based, and inspiring guide to the cognitive
dimensions of second language acquisition.

Exploring it can transform your perspective on language learning from a static, rule-bound system to a
dynamic, meaning-rich journey shaped by cognition, experience, and interaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and
Second Language Acquisition?
The handbook primarily focuses on exploring how cognitive linguistic theories and principles can be
applied to understand and enhance the process of second language acquisition.

How does cognitive linguistics contribute to second language acquisition
according to the handbook?
Cognitive linguistics contributes by emphasizing the role of meaning, conceptualization, and mental
representation in language learning, highlighting how learners acquire language through usage-based and
experience-driven mechanisms.

Who is the target audience for the Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and
Second Language Acquisition?
The handbook is aimed at researchers, graduate students, and educators in the fields of applied linguistics,
cognitive linguistics, second language acquisition, and language education.

Does the handbook include empirical studies or is it purely theoretical?
The handbook includes a mix of both empirical studies and theoretical discussions, providing evidence-
based insights alongside conceptual frameworks in cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition.

What are some key topics covered in the handbook?
Key topics include mental representation of language, usage-based learning, embodiment and metaphor in
language learning, cross-linguistic influence, and the role of attention and memory in second language
acquisition.



How can language teachers benefit from the Handbook of Cognitive
Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition?
Language teachers can benefit by gaining a deeper understanding of how learners process and internalize
new languages cognitively, enabling them to design more effective, meaning-focused teaching strategies
that align with natural language learning processes.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition: A Scholarly
Review**

handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition serves as a pivotal resource at the
intersection of cognitive science and applied linguistics, offering comprehensive insights into how cognitive
processes influence the acquisition of a second language (L2). This handbook is increasingly recognized in
academic circles for its role in bridging theoretical frameworks with empirical research, providing both
novice learners and seasoned researchers with a nuanced understanding of language learning mechanisms
rooted in cognitive linguistics.

The field of second language acquisition (SLA) has witnessed substantial evolution over recent decades,
moving beyond traditional structuralist approaches to embrace cognitive perspectives that emphasize
meaning, conceptualization, and mental representation. As such, the handbook of cognitive linguistics and
second language acquisition addresses a growing demand for interdisciplinary scholarship that integrates
cognitive theories—such as embodiment, conceptual metaphors, and usage-based models—with practical
SLA concerns like grammar acquisition, vocabulary development, and pragmatic competence.

In-depth Analysis of the Handbook’s Contributions

At its core, the handbook offers a meticulously curated collection of chapters authored by leading experts in
cognitive linguistics and SLA. It systematically explores how learners internalize and process linguistic
input, highlighting the cognitive underpinnings of language learning beyond rote memorization or formal
instruction. The text emphasizes the dynamic nature of language as a cognitive tool shaped by perception,
memory, and conceptual frameworks.

One of the handbook’s standout features is its comprehensive treatment of usage-based approaches to SLA.
These approaches posit that language acquisition emerges from exposure and interaction rather than innate
grammatical modules. By integrating usage-based theories with cognitive linguistic insights, the handbook
sheds light on how frequency, entrenchment, and pattern recognition contribute to second language
proficiency.



Moreover, the handbook carefully examines the role of metaphor and image schemas in shaping learners’
understanding of abstract concepts. This aspect is crucial because metaphoric thinking is central to cognitive
linguistics and has significant implications for SLA: it informs how learners grasp idiomatic expressions,
cultural nuances, and figurative language that often pose challenges in second language contexts.

Theoretical Foundations and Cognitive Models

The handbook provides an in-depth exploration of several cognitive models relevant to SLA, including:

Embodied Cognition: This model argues that language comprehension is grounded in sensorimotor
experiences, influencing how learners relate words to real-world contexts.

Conceptual Metaphor Theory: The text discusses how metaphorical mappings between source and
target domains facilitate understanding and production of L2 expressions.

Construction Grammar: Emphasizing constructions as fundamental units of language, this approach
supports the idea that learners acquire language holistically rather than as discrete grammatical rules.

Connectionist Models: These models simulate neural network processes involved in language
learning, highlighting statistical learning and pattern recognition.

These theoretical perspectives are critically analyzed in relation to empirical SLA data, providing readers
with a balanced view of their explanatory power and limitations.

Practical Implications for Language Teaching and Learning

Beyond theory, the handbook addresses how cognitive linguistics can inform language pedagogy and
curriculum design. It argues for instructional methods that prioritize meaningful interaction, contextualized
input, and learner engagement with language patterns. Such approaches contrast with traditional grammar-
translation methods, advocating instead for communicative competence grounded in cognitive processing.

For example, the handbook discusses the use of authentic texts and task-based learning activities that
encourage learners to notice and internalize linguistic structures naturally. It also highlights the potential of
technology-enhanced learning environments to provide repetitive, meaningful exposure necessary for
entrenchment of cognitive schemas.



Comparative Perspectives and Emerging Trends

When compared to other foundational texts in SLA, the handbook distinguishes itself through its explicit
focus on cognitive linguistics as a framework. While many SLA resources emphasize sociocultural or
psycholinguistic perspectives, this handbook uniquely prioritizes semantic and conceptual analyses, offering
fresh insights into language acquisition challenges faced by learners.

An emerging trend discussed is the integration of cognitive linguistics with neurolinguistics, shedding
light on how brain imaging and cognitive neuroscience can validate or challenge existing models of
language learning. This interdisciplinary convergence promises to deepen understanding of L2 acquisition
processes at both behavioral and neurological levels.

Strengths and Limitations

The handbook’s strengths lie in its scholarly rigor, diversity of contributing authors, and its ability to
synthesize complex cognitive theories with practical SLA concerns. It provides a valuable resource for
researchers seeking to ground their studies in robust cognitive frameworks and for educators aiming to
apply cognitive principles in the classroom.

However, some readers may find the dense theoretical discussions challenging without prior familiarity
with cognitive linguistics jargon. Additionally, while the handbook excels in covering cognitive aspects, it
may offer less emphasis on social and affective factors that also significantly impact second language
acquisition.

Key Features and Benefits of the Handbook

Comprehensive Coverage: Encompasses a wide range of topics from cognitive theories to applied
SLA research.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Bridges linguistics, psychology, neuroscience, and education.

Research-Based Insights: Includes empirical studies and data-driven analyses.

Pedagogical Applications: Offers practical recommendations for language teaching informed by
cognitive science.

Future-Oriented Perspectives: Discusses cutting-edge developments and potential research
trajectories.



These features make the handbook an essential addition to academic libraries, graduate courses, and
professional development programs focused on language acquisition.

Target Audience and Usage

The handbook caters primarily to graduate students, university researchers, and language educators
interested in the cognitive dimensions of second language learning. It serves as both a reference guide for
theoretical constructs and a source of applied strategies for enhancing language instruction.

Its scholarly tone and comprehensive scope mean it is less suited for casual readers or beginner-level
learners seeking introductory materials. Instead, it fills a crucial niche for those committed to advancing
knowledge at the nexus of cognitive linguistics and SLA.

As the landscape of second language acquisition continues to evolve, the handbook of cognitive linguistics
and second language acquisition remains a critical touchstone for understanding how cognitive mechanisms
shape the complex journey of learning an additional language. Through its rigorous analyses and
interdisciplinary reach, it invites ongoing dialogue and innovation in both research and practice.

Handbook Of Cognitive Linguistics And Second Language
Acquisition

  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Handbook of
Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition Peter Robinson, Nick C. Ellis,
2008-03-29 This cutting-edge volume describes the implications of Cognitive Linguistics for the
study of second language acquisition (SLA). The first two sections identify theoretical and empirical
strands of Cognitive Linguistics, presenting them as a coherent whole. The third section discusses
the relevance of Cognitive Linguistics to SLA and defines a research agenda linking these fields with
implications for language instruction. Its comprehensive range and tutorial-style chapters make this
handbook a valuable resource for students and researchers alike.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Handbook of
Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition Peter Robinson, Nick C. Ellis, 2008 This is
an edited handbook that unifies the various theoretical and empirical strands within the burgeoning
research field of cognitive linguistics, whilst introducing and applying these basic concepts to the
field of second language acquisition.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: The Handbook of
Second Language Acquisition Catherine J. Doughty, Michael H. Long, 2008-04-15 The Handbook of
Second Language Acquisition presents an integrated discussion of key, and sometimes controversial,
issues in second language acquisition research. Discusses the biological and cognitive underpinnings
of SLA, mechanisms, processes, and constraints on SLA, the level of ultimate attainment, research
methods, and the status of SLA as a cognitive science. Includes contributions from twenty-seven of
the world's leading scholars. Provides an invaluable resource for all students and scholars of human

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-095/handbook-of-cognitive-linguistics-and-second-language-acquisition.pdf
https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-095/handbook-of-cognitive-linguistics-and-second-language-acquisition.pdf


cognition, including those in linguistics, psychology, applied linguistics, ESL, foreign languages, and
cognitive science.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: The New Handbook
of Second Language Acquisition William C. Ritchie, Tej K. Bhatia, 2009 The New Handbook of
Second Language Acquisition is a thoroughly revised, re-organized, and re-worked edition of Ritchie
and Bhatia's 1996 handbook. The work is divided into six parts, each devoted to a different aspect of
the study of SLA. Part I includes a recent history of methods used in SLA research and an overview
of currently used methods. Part II contains chapters on Universal Grammar, emergentism,
variationism, information-processing, sociocultural, and cognitive-linguistic. Part III is devoted to
overviews of SLA research on lexicon, morphosyntax, phonology, pragmatics, sentence processing,
and the distinction between implicit and explicit knowledge. Part IV examines neuropsycholgy of
SLA, another on child SLA, and the effects of age on second language acquisition and use. Part V is
concerned with the contribution of the linguistic environment to SLA, including work on acquisition
in different environments, through the Internet, and by deaf learners. Finally, Part VI treats social
factors in SLA, including research on acquisition in contact circumstances, on social identity in SLA,
on individual differences in SLA, and on the final state of SLA, bilingualism.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Handbook of
Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition Peter Robinson, Nick C. Ellis,
2008-03-29 This cutting-edge volume describes the implications of Cognitive Linguistics for the
study of second language acquisition (SLA). The first two sections identify theoretical and empirical
strands of Cognitive Linguistics, presenting them as a coherent whole. The third section discusses
the relevance of Cognitive Linguistics to SLA and defines a research agenda linking these fields with
implications for language instruction. Its comprehensive range and tutorial-style chapters make this
handbook a valuable resource for students and researchers alike.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Cognitive
Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition of Chinese Shu-Ling Wu, Lihong Huang, Carl
Polley, 2024-02-08 An introduction to the key cognitive linguistics concepts that aid analysis of
Chinese and inform L2 Chinese teaching and learning.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Cognitive Linguistics
and Second Language Learning Andrea Tyler, 2012-04-27 This book illustrates the ways that
cognitive linguistics, a relatively new paradigm in language studies, can illuminate and facilitate
language research and teaching. The first part of the book introduces the basics of cognitive
linguistic theory in a way that is geared toward second language teachers and researchers. The
second part of the book provides experimental evidence of the usefulness of applying cognitive
linguistics to the teaching of English. Included is a thorough review of the existing literature on
cognitive linguistic applications to teaching and cognitive linguistic-based experiments. Three
chapters report original experiments which focus on teaching modals, prepositions and syntactic
constructions, elements of English that learners tend to find challenging. A chapter on “future
directions” reports on an innovative analysis of English conditionals. Pedagogical aids such as
diagrams and sample exercises round out this pioneering and innovative text.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: The Routledge
Handbook of Second Language Acquisition Susan M. Gass, Alison Mackey, 2013-06-17 This
handbook brings together 50 leading international figures in the field to produce a state-of-the-art
overview of second language acquisition.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: The Handbook of
Spanish Second Language Acquisition Kimberly L. Geeslin, 2018-08-14 Bringing together a
comprehensive collection of newly-commissioned articles, this Handbook covers the most recent
developments across a range of sub-fields relevant to the study of second language Spanish.
Provides a unique and much-needed collection of new research in this subject, compiled and written
by experts in the field Offers a critical account of the most current, ground-breaking developments
across key fields, each of which has seen innovative empirical research in the past decade Covers a



broad range of issues including current theoretical approaches, alongside a variety of entries within
such areas as the sound system, morphosyntax, individual and social factors, and instructed
language learning Presents a variety of methodological approaches spanning the active areas of
research in language acquisition
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Thinking and
Speaking in Two Languages Aneta Pavlenko, 2011-01-19 Until recently, the history of debates
about language and thought has been a history of thinking of language in the singular. The purpose
of this volume is to reverse this trend and to begin unlocking the mysteries surrounding thinking and
speaking in bi- and multilingual speakers. If languages influence the way we think, what happens to
those who speak more than one language? And if they do not, how can we explain the difficulties
second language learners experience in mapping new words and structures onto real-world
referents? The contributors to this volume put forth a novel approach to second language learning,
presenting it as a process that involves conceptual development and restructuring, and not simply
the mapping of new forms onto pre-existing meanings.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: The Routledge
Handbook of Second Language Acquisition and Corpora Nicole Tracy-Ventura, Magali Paquot,
2020-12-16 The Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition and Corpora is a
state-of-the-art collection of cutting-edge scholarship at the intersection of second language
acquisition and learner corpus research. It draws on data-driven, statistical analysis to outline the
background, methods, and outcomes of language learning, with a range of global experts providing
detailed guidelines and findings. The volume is organized into five sections: Methodological and
theoretical contributions to the study of learner language using corpora – setting the scene Key
aspects in corpus design, annotation, and analysis for SLA Corpora in SLA theory and practice SLA
constructs and corpora Future directions This is a ground-breaking collection of essays offering
incisive and essential reading for anyone with an interest in second language acquisition, learner
corpus research, and applied linguistics.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Cognitive
Processing in Second Language Acquisition Martin Pütz, Laura Sicola, 2010 This edited volume
represents state of the field research linking cognition and second language acquisition, reflecting
the experience of the learner when engaged in noticing, input/output processing, retrieval, and even
attrition of target forms. Contributions are both theoretical and practical, describing a variety of L1,
L2 and L3 combinations from around the world as observed in spoken, written, and
computer-mediated contexts. The book relates conditions of language, task, medium or environment
to how learners make decisions about language, with discussions about the application or efficacy of
these conditions on linguistic success and development, and pedagogical implications.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition:
Cognitive-Functional Approaches to the Study of Japanese as a Second Language Kaori
Kabata, Kiyoko Toratani, 2016-01-15 This innovative and original volume brings together studies
that apply cognitive and functional linguistics to the study of the L2 acquisition of Japanese. With
each article grounded on the usage-based model and/or conceptual notions such as foregrounding
and subjectivity, the volume sheds light on how cognitive and functional linguistics can help us
understand aspects of Japanese acquisition that have been neglected by traditionalists.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Understanding
Second Language Acquisition Lourdes Ortega, 2014-02-04 Whether we grow up with one, two, or
several languages during our early years of life, many of us will learn a second, foreign, or heritage
language in later years. The field of Second language acquisition (SLA, for short) investigates the
human capacity to learn additional languages in late childhood, adolescence, or adulthood, after the
first language --in the case of monolinguals-- or languages --in the case of bilinguals-- have already
been acquired. Understanding Second Language Acquisition offers a wide-encompassing survey of
this burgeoning field, its accumulated findings and proposed theories, its developed research
paradigms, and its pending questions for the future. The book zooms in and out of universal,



individual, and social forces, in each case evaluating the research findings that have been generated
across diverse naturalistic and formal contexts for second language acquisition. It assumes no
background in SLA and provides helpful chapter-by-chapter summaries and suggestions for further
reading. Ideal as a textbook for students of applied linguistics, foreign language education, TESOL,
and education, it is also recommended for students of linguistics, developmental psycholinguistics,
psychology, and cognitive science. Supporting resources for tutors are available free at
www.routledge.com/ortega.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Usage-Based
Approaches to Language Acquisition and Language Teaching Jacqueline Evers-Vermeul, Elena
Tribushinina, 2017-03-06 Although usage-based approaches have been successfully applied to the
study of both first and second language acquisition, to monolingual and bilingual development, and
to naturalistic and instructed settings, it is not common to consider these different kinds of
acquisition in tandem. The present volume takes an integrative approach and shows that
usage-based theories provide a much needed unified framework for the study of first, second and
foreign language acquisition, in monolingual and bilingual contexts. The contributions target the
acquisition of a wide range of linguistic phenomena and critically assess the applicability and
explanatory power of the usage-based paradigm. The book also systematically examines a range of
cognitive and linguistic factors involved in the process of language development and relates relevant
findings to language teaching. Finally, this volume contributes to the assessment and refinement of
empirical methods currently employed in usage-based acquisition research. This book is of interest
to scholars of language acquisition, language pedagogy, developmental psychology, as well as
Cognitive Linguistics and Construction Grammar.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Introducing Second
Language Acquisition Kirsten M. Hummel, 2021-02-24 An up-to-date overview of second language
acquisition, designed to engage 21st-century learners Introducing Second Language Acquisition:
Perspectives and Practices provides a clear and comprehensive introduction to the main concepts,
issues, and debates in second language acquisition studies. This introductory textbook is aimed
specifically at students encountering the topic for the first time. Each chapter offers a modern layout
with engaging pedagogical features such as self-assessment and discussion questions, project ideas,
and further reading and viewing suggestions. The second edition of Introducing Second Language
Acquisition: Perspectives and Practices has been fully updated to reflect the most recent scholarship
in the field. It introduces a new structure, featuring separate chapters on theoretical perspectives
which cover past and present approaches as well as cognitive approaches. New content also
includes sections on skill acquisition theory, translanguaging, second language literacy
development, and multilingualism. Written in accessible language and with a focus on practical
applications, this go-to textbook is a clear and concise introduction to second language acquisition
studies, offering lessons drawn from the latest leading research. It is an ideal resource for students
in applied linguistics and second language education. This key text offers: Comprehensive coverage
of the latest research in second language acquisition studies Improved organizational structure to
promote greater student comprehension Engaging introduction to the theoretical underpinnings of
second language acquisition, with chapters on first language acquisition and bilingualism and
multilingualism Coverage of key topics including acquisition contexts, theoretical perspectives,
language teaching methods, and individual differences Pedagogical tools to aid student learning,
including “language learning in practice” textboxes, bolded terms defined in the margins, and an
end-of-book glossary With a strong focus on the fundamentals, this second edition of Introducing
Second Language Acquisition stands as an innovative guide. This book is ideal for today’s
undergraduate students, offering a practical focus and appealing format that will aid in learning and
provide a solid foundation for further study.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Handbook of
Cognitive Linguistics Ewa Dabrowska, Dagmar Divjak, 2015-05-19 Cognitive Linguistics is an
approach to language study based on the assumptions that our linguistic abilities are firmly rooted



in our cognitive abilities, that meaning is essentially conceptualization, and that grammar is shaped
by usage. The Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics provides state-of-the-art overviews of the numerous
subfields of cognitive linguistics written by leading international experts which will be useful for
established researchers and novices alike. It is an interdisciplinary project with contributions from
linguists, psycholinguists, psychologists, and computer scientists which will emphasise the most
recent developments in the field, in particular, the shift towards more empirically-based research. In
this way, it will, we hope, help to shape the field, encouraging methodologically more rigorous
research which incorporates insights from all the cognitive sciences. Editor Ewa Dąbrowska was
awarded the Alexander von Humboldt Professorship 2018.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Explorations of
Language Transfer Terence Odlin, 2022-05-13 When learners of a new language draw on their
native language (or on any other that they may know), this earlier acquired linguistic knowledge
may influence their success. Such cross-linguistic influence, also known as language transfer, has
long raised questions about what linguists can predict about success in the new language and about
what processes are involved in using prior knowledge. This book lucidly brings together many
insights on transfer: e.g. on the relation between translation and transfer, the relation between
comprehension and production, and the problem of how complete any predictions of difficulty may
ever be. The discussions also explore implications for future research and for classroom practice.
The book will thus serve as a reliable guide for teachers, researchers, translators, interpreters, and
students curious about language contact.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Language-Specific
Factors in First Language Acquisition Anne-Katharina Harr, 2012-12-06 A growing number of
studies have begun to examine the influence of language-specific factors on language acquisition.
During language acquisition, German children from six years on use structures that are similar to
those of adults in their language group and also encode all semantic components from an early age.
In striking contrast, French children up to ten years have difficulties producing some of the complex
structures that are necessary for the simultaneous expression of several semantic components.
Nonetheless, in addition to these striking cross-linguistic differences, the results of this study also
clearly show similar developmental progressions in other respects, suggesting the impact of general
developmental determinants.
  handbook of cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition: Encoding Motion
Events Till Woerfel, 2018-09-10 Children who grow up as second- or third-generation immigrants
typically acquire and speak the minority language at home and the majority language at school.
Recurrently, these children have been the subject of controversial debates about their linguistic
abilities in relation to their educational success. However, such debates fail to recognise that
variation in bilinguals’ language processing is a phenomenon in its own right that results from the
dynamic influence of one language on another. This volume provides insight into cross-linguistic
influence in Turkish-German and Turkish-French bilingual children and uncovers the nature of
variation in L1 and L2 oral motion event descriptions by evaluating the impact of language-specific
patterns and language dominance. The results indicate that next to typological differences between
the speakers’ L1 and L2, language dominance has an impact on the type and direction of influence.
However, the author argues that most variation can be explained by L1/L2 usage preferences.
Bilinguals make frequent use of patterns that exist in both languages, but are unequally preferred by
monolingual speakers. This finding underlines the importance of usage-based approaches in SLA.
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