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**Coro Jewelry: A Collector’s Guide to Identification and Values**

coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values offers an exciting journey into the world of
vintage costume jewelry. For decades, Coro has been a beloved name among collectors and fashion
enthusiasts alike, known for its beautiful designs and affordable elegance. Whether you’re a seasoned
collector or just starting to explore this fascinating niche, understanding how to identify authentic
pieces and gauge their value is essential. This guide will walk you through the essentials of Coro
jewelry, from its history and unique markings to tips on identifying genuine items and insights into
their market worth.

The Fascinating History of Coro Jewelry

Before diving into identification and valuation, it’s helpful to know the story behind Coro jewelry.
Founded in 1901 by Emanuel Cohn and Carl Rosenberger in New York City, Coro became one of the
largest and most prolific costume jewelry manufacturers in the United States. The company produced
a vast array of jewelry styles that reflected the changing fashions of the 20th century, from Art Deco
to Mid-Century Modern.

Coro was renowned for its innovative designs and quality craftsmanship. Its pieces often featured
intricate metalwork, rhinestones, enamel, and faux pearls. The brand was particularly popular during
the 1930s to 1950s, when costume jewelry experienced a boom in popularity. Today, Coro jewelry is
cherished not just for its aesthetic appeal but also for its historical significance.

How to Identify Coro Jewelry: Key Markings and
Features

One of the most important aspects of collecting Coro jewelry is being able to identify authentic pieces.
Many vintage costume jewelry brands are imitated, so knowing what to look for can save you from
costly mistakes.

Recognizing the Coro Signature

Coro jewelry pieces typically bear a hallmark or signature that helps verify authenticity. The most
common markings include:

Coro or Corocraft: “Corocraft” was used for higher-end pieces within the Coro brand.

Coro Craft: Some older pieces may have this variation.



Patent Pending or patent numbers: Occasionally found on unique or patented designs.

Made in USA: Indicating the country of manufacture, common in mid-century pieces.

These marks are often found on the back of brooches, clasps of bracelets, or inside the backs of
earrings. However, not every piece is marked, especially very early or very small items, so other
identifying features should be considered.

Materials and Craftsmanship

Coro was known for its inventive use of materials. While they never used precious metals or genuine
gemstones, their quality was notable for costume jewelry standards. Typical materials include:

Gold-tone or silver-tone base metals

Rhinestones and glass crystals

Faux pearls and enamel accents

Pressed metal and filigree designs

The attention to detail in the settings, the evenness of stones, and the durability of the finish often
indicate genuine Coro craftsmanship.

Design Styles and Eras

Knowing the era and style of a piece can help confirm its authenticity and value. Coro jewelry evolved
alongside fashion trends:

1920s-1930s: Art Deco influences with geometric shapes and bold colors.

1940s: Patriotic themes during WWII, floral motifs, and the introduction of Corocraft lines.

1950s: Glamorous rhinestone pieces, large brooches, and playful motifs like fruit and animals.

1960s and later: More modern and abstract designs, often with enamel and vibrant colors.

By comparing a piece’s style to known Coro catalogs and reference guides, collectors can better
determine if it’s authentic.



Assessing the Value of Coro Jewelry

Once you’ve identified a piece as genuine Coro, the next step is understanding its value. Collectors
often wonder what makes certain Coro items more valuable than others.

Factors Influencing Coro Jewelry Worth

Several key factors impact the market value of Coro jewelry:

Condition: Pieces in excellent condition with no missing stones, minimal wear, and intact1.
clasps are more valuable.

Rarity: Limited edition designs, unusual motifs, or early production pieces tend to fetch higher2.
prices.

Material and Craftsmanship: High-end Corocraft pieces with intricate metalwork and fine3.
details are prized.

Demand: Popular styles, like floral brooches or bold rhinestone necklaces, often have greater4.
collector interest.

Completeness: Jewelry sets (matching necklace, bracelet, earrings) can be significantly more5.
valuable when intact.

Price Ranges and Market Trends

Coro jewelry values vary widely. Small brooches or single earrings may sell for as little as $20 to $50
in average condition. More elaborate Corocraft pieces or rare designs can command hundreds of
dollars, sometimes exceeding $500 or more at auctions or specialty vintage shops.

Online marketplaces like eBay or Etsy provide a useful barometer of current prices, but be aware that
condition and authenticity greatly affect final sale prices. Attending antique shows and consulting with
vintage jewelry experts can also provide valuable insights.

Tips for Collectors: Building and Caring for Your Coro
Jewelry Collection

Collecting Coro jewelry is a rewarding hobby that combines fashion history with artistic appreciation.
Here are some helpful tips for enthusiasts:



Where to Find Coro Jewelry

Estate Sales and Auctions: Great places to find unique vintage pieces at reasonable prices.

Online Platforms: eBay, Etsy, and dedicated vintage jewelry websites offer vast selections but
require careful scrutiny.

Antique Shops and Flea Markets: These venues often have hidden gems if you’re willing to
hunt.

Care and Maintenance

Because Coro jewelry is costume jewelry, it’s more delicate than fine jewelry. To preserve its beauty:

Avoid exposure to water, perfumes, and harsh chemicals.

Store pieces separately in soft pouches or lined boxes to prevent scratches.

Clean gently with a soft cloth; avoid abrasive materials.

Learning and Networking

Join vintage jewelry forums, social media groups, or collector clubs focused on Coro and other
costume jewelry. Sharing knowledge and experiences with fellow enthusiasts can deepen your
appreciation and help spot authentic pieces.

The Enduring Appeal of Coro Jewelry

Coro jewelry remains a beloved collectible due to its blend of artistic creativity and accessibility.
Whether you’re drawn to the sparkling rhinestones, whimsical designs, or the nostalgic connection to
past fashion eras, owning and understanding Coro pieces connects you to a rich cultural heritage.

By mastering the essentials of Coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values, you’ll be well-
equipped to spot genuine treasures, appreciate their craftsmanship, and make informed decisions
whether buying, selling, or simply admiring these timeless adornments. The world of Coro is vast and
varied, offering endless opportunities for discovery and enjoyment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Coro jewelry and why is it popular among collectors?
Coro jewelry is a brand of costume jewelry that was founded in 1901 and became one of the largest
and most prolific jewelry manufacturers in the United States. It is popular among collectors due to its
wide range of styles, quality craftsmanship, and affordable vintage pieces that often feature intricate
designs and unique materials.

How can I identify authentic Coro jewelry?
Authentic Coro jewelry can often be identified by its maker's mark, which usually includes the word
'Coro' stamped or engraved on the piece. Additionally, the quality of construction, use of rhinestones,
enameling, and distinctive design styles from different eras help in identification. Consulting reference
guides and comparing with verified pieces can also assist in authenticating Coro jewelry.

What are the most valuable types of Coro jewelry?
The most valuable Coro jewelry pieces are typically those from the Art Deco and Retro periods,
featuring intricate designs, high-quality rhinestones, and unusual materials such as aurora borealis
crystals. Rare brooches, signed pieces, and items in excellent condition tend to have higher collector
value.

Where can collectors find reliable information on Coro jewelry
values?
Collectors can find reliable information on Coro jewelry values through specialized collector guides,
auction results on platforms like eBay and Heritage Auctions, vintage jewelry books, and dedicated
online forums. Consulting professional appraisers who specialize in costume jewelry also helps in
determining accurate values.

What are common care tips to preserve the value of Coro
jewelry?
To preserve the value of Coro jewelry, it is important to store pieces in a dry, cool place away from
direct sunlight to prevent tarnishing and fading. Avoid exposure to water, perfumes, and chemicals.
Cleaning should be gentle, using a soft cloth, and harsh abrasives should be avoided to maintain the
integrity of the materials and finish.

Additional Resources
**Coro Jewelry: A Collector’s Guide to Identification and Values**

coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values is an essential resource for anyone
interested in vintage costume jewelry. Coro, one of the most prolific and respected costume jewelry
manufacturers in American history, created a vast array of designs from the early 20th century
through the 1970s. Today, Coro pieces are highly sought after by collectors and enthusiasts, not only



for their aesthetic appeal but also for their historical significance and craftsmanship. Understanding
how to identify authentic Coro jewelry and assess its value is crucial for collectors aiming to build or
appraise their collections accurately.

Understanding Coro Jewelry: History and Significance

Coro was founded in 1901 by Emanuel Cohn and Carl Rosenberger in New York City, combining their
surnames to form the brand name. Over the decades, Coro became synonymous with innovative,
stylish, and affordable costume jewelry. The company’s designs ranged from delicate floral brooches
to bold statement pieces, often incorporating rhinestones, enamel, and various metal finishes.

Throughout its most prolific period, roughly from the 1920s to the 1970s, Coro employed several
talented designers, including the famous Miriam Haskell for a time, and later developed sub-brands
like Corocraft and Coro duettes, which enhanced its reputation for quality and design innovation. This
history not only adds intrinsic value to Coro jewelry but also provides collectors with a rich narrative
background that enhances appreciation.

How to Identify Coro Jewelry

Identification is a critical step for collectors and appraisers, as Coro produced a vast number of pieces,
some of which have been widely replicated or misattributed over time. Several factors can help
distinguish authentic Coro jewelry from imitations or unmarked pieces.

Signatures and Markings

One of the most reliable indicators of authenticity is the presence of a Coro signature or hallmark.
Coro jewelry often bears marks on the back or inside surfaces, which can include:

Coro in script or block letters

Corocraft, a sub-brand known for higher-end pieces

Duette, for their patented dual-pin brooches

Numerical codes or patent numbers, especially on pieces from the mid-20th century

It is important to note that some early Coro pieces might not be marked, while later reproductions or
costume jewelry from other manufacturers might mimic these marks. Therefore, collectors should
consider additional identification clues.



Design and Craftsmanship

Coro was known for its attention to detail and quality craftsmanship. Authentic pieces typically
feature:

Intricate metalwork, often in gold-tone or silver-tone finishes

High-quality rhinestones, often in vibrant colors and carefully set

Use of enamel and layering techniques to add depth and color

Innovative mechanisms, such as the duette’s convertible pin system

Examining the construction quality can reveal whether a piece is genuinely from Coro or a less skillful
imitation.

Materials and Weight

While Coro jewelry is costume jewelry and does not use precious metals, the company often used
substantial metal bases, which give their pieces a satisfying weight and durability. The use of brass,
copper, and other alloys was common. Plastic or lightweight metals might indicate later reproductions
or non-Coro pieces.

Assessing the Value of Coro Jewelry

The value of Coro jewelry varies widely depending on several factors including rarity, condition,
design, and provenance. Collectors should be aware of these aspects to make informed decisions
when buying or selling Coro pieces.

Rarity and Demand

Certain Coro designs have become iconic and highly collectible due to their rarity or association with
specific design trends. For example, Corocraft pieces, which were considered premium lines,
generally command higher prices. Similarly, duette brooches with their versatile design are popular
among collectors.

Seasonal or holiday-themed items, unusual motifs, and limited-edition pieces tend to be more
valuable. Conversely, mass-produced or common designs might only fetch modest prices.



Condition and Wear

Condition significantly impacts value. Collectors seek pieces with:

Minimal to no missing stones

Intact enamel or finishes

Functional clasps and mechanisms

Clear, legible markings

Damage, repairs, or heavy wear can diminish a piece’s value, though some rare items might still
retain interest despite minor flaws.

Market Trends and Sales Data

Recent auction results and sales from vintage jewelry dealers suggest that Coro jewelry values can
range from as low as $20 for simple pieces to several hundred dollars for rare or elaborate designs.
Exceptional items, particularly designer-signed Coro or Corocraft pieces, can command prices
upwards of $1,000 in exceptional cases.

Collectors should regularly consult reliable sources such as antique jewelry guides, auction catalogs,
and online marketplaces to stay informed about current market values.

Popular Coro Jewelry Styles and Their Collectibility

Coro produced a diverse array of styles that appeal to different collector niches. Understanding these
styles helps in both identification and valuation.

Floral and Nature-Inspired Designs

One of Coro’s signature design themes was floral motifs, ranging from delicate blossoms to bold
leaves and insects. These pieces often feature colorful rhinestones and enamel work, making them
visually striking and highly collectible.

Duette Brooches

The patented Coro duette is a unique two-piece brooch that can be worn together or separately. This
versatility, combined with intricate design, makes duettes a prized category among collectors.



Figural and Themed Pieces

Coro also produced whimsical and figural jewelry, including animals, fruits, and holiday themes. These
often attract collectors who specialize in niche themes or period pieces.

Art Deco and Retro Styles

Reflecting popular fashion trends during their production years, Coro’s Art Deco and Retro pieces
showcase geometric patterns, bold colors, and metallic finishes. These styles are particularly sought
after by collectors of vintage fashion jewelry.

Navigating the Collector’s Market

For those interested in building a Coro jewelry collection or investing in pieces, the market offers
diverse opportunities and challenges.

Where to Find Coro Jewelry

Collectors can find Coro jewelry through:

Estate sales and auctions

Antique shops and vintage boutiques

Online marketplaces like eBay and Etsy

Specialized vintage jewelry dealers

Each source requires due diligence to verify authenticity and condition.

Authentication and Expert Appraisals

Given the prevalence of reproductions and unmarked pieces, consulting experts and appraisers
familiar with Coro is advisable for serious collectors. Professional assessments can provide detailed
insights into authenticity and fair market value.



Preservation and Care

Proper care extends the life and value of vintage Coro jewelry. Collectors should avoid exposure to
moisture, harsh chemicals, and rough handling. Storing pieces in padded jewelry boxes and cleaning
them gently with appropriate methods preserves their appearance and structural integrity.

Coro jewelry remains a fascinating and rewarding area of vintage costume jewelry collecting. Its rich
history, diverse designs, and enduring appeal ensure that knowledgeable collectors can find both joy
and value in assembling pieces that reflect the artistry of a bygone era. Whether identifying subtle
hallmark variations or tracking market trends, a careful and informed approach to Coro jewelry will
continue to pay dividends for years to come.
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  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Coro Jewelry Marcia Sparkles Brown,
2004-10-15 Two volumes of Signed Costume Jewelry, displays over 600 color photographs with
identification and values in Coro Jewelry. Advertisements spanning the years 1943 to 1961 are
included, as well as illustrations of the Canadian, English, and American plants and salesrooms.
There are chapters devoted to Coro, Corocraft, Vendome, Francois, Mylu, and the company's
international connections, including Mexico. Biographies and photographs of important company
officers are featured. An additional.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: The Complete Guide to Vintage
Children's Records Peter Muldavin, 2007 The coverage is mainly of 78rpm records, however a few
early 45rpm records are included. Unlike previous price guides, this book attempts to cover all
78rpm kiddie records made in the USA. The dates of coverage range from the 1890s to the 1960s
with most listings from the 1940s and 1950s.--Cover back.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide
Collector Books, 2006-07 To celebrate the 25th anniversary edition, this volume is in full color, and
includes over 50,000 listings from reliable sources, more than 500 categories of listings, history and
pertinent facts, and representative photos. (Antiques & Collectibles)
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide
Editors of Schroeder Pub, 2008-07-29 In 2006, in celebration of our 25th anniversary, we brought
Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide to you for the first time in full color. It was so successful, we
decided to keep that format from year to year, and once again are bringing it to you in full color. It
still contains over 50,000 listings from reliable sources, more than 500 categories from Advertising
to Zsolnay, histories and pertinent facts, and representative full-color photographs. This year s
edition will start shipping in August 2008 and is guaranteed to maintain its #1 bestselling status
both at Collector Books and across the country. Dealers throughout the U.S. rave annually about
Schroeder's, saying it just keeps getting better and better. Undoubtedly this year s edition will be
the best! You will be pleased it has kept its new look, and even happier that it is available at one of
the lowest prices you'll find for general antiques guides.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Barbie Doll Photo Album J. Michael
Augustyniak, 2010 Barbie(R) doll celebrates her fiftieth anniversary in 2009, and our author
chronicles every one of those illustrious 50 years. From 1959 through 2009, the highlights of
Barbie(R), her family, and friends are documented in full-color photography with large, vivid photos
capturing every detail of the dolls, shown mint in boxes with close-ups. Collectors of vintage
Barbie(R) dolls will be just as thrilled with this book as those who prefer more recent releases as
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more than 1,000 unforgettable dolls are featured in over 1,200 breathtaking photos. Hundreds of
dolls never shown in any other books are presented. Vintage rarities include pink box dolls from the
1990s and 2000s, as well as series dolls, and dolls based on animated movies. Of course, fans of
Collector Editions will not be disappointed, as BFMC Silkstone Barbie(R) dolls, Holiday Barbie dolls,
Dolls of the World, and designer dolls will also be among the many Limited Editions represented,
culminating with the numerous 50th Anniversary Barbie(R) dolls and reproduction Barbie(R) dolls
released in 2009. The current 2009 values, helpful identifications, and fun facts will delight and
educate new collectors and advanced hobbyists alike in this truly indispensable tribute book. 2010
values.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Indian Bannerstones and Related
Artifacts Lar Hothem, James R. Bennett, 2009 Begun by the late Lar Hothem and completed by
James R. Bennett, this co-authored identification and value guide focuses on the very popular and
often ornate Indian bannerstone artifacts of ancient America. With several hundred full-color
photographs representing some of America's most famous bannerstone collections, Indian
Bannerstones & Related Artifacts gives collectors an in-depth look at hundreds of the most prized
ancient weapon components collected in modern times, including many rare and valuable examples.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: The Official Rinker Price Guide to
Collectibles Harry L. Rinker, 2000-10-10 This fourth edition of the Harry L. Rinker Official Price
Guide to Collectibles has more coverage of collectibles than any other book on the market. Here
you'll find furniture, decorative accessories, and giftware along with the traditional character and
personality items, ceramic, glass, and toys. Each category includes a brief history, collecting tips,
reference books, periodicals, collector clubs, and vital information on reproductions. It's a complete
document of the 20th-century American lifestyle.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Answers to Questions About Old
Jewelry, 1840-1950 C. Jeanenne Bell, 2014-11-11 A Jewelry Classic For three decades, Answers to
Questions About Old Jewelry has served as the most respected and authoritative reference to the
subject of vintage jewelry on the market. The new edition of this timeless classic finds acclaimed
jewelry expert C. Jeanenne Bell at her best uÌ‚ sharing her impressive understanding of the subject
with unbridled passion for her life-long pursuit. Offering significant historical information and lavish
images of remarkable pieces, this best-selling guide to antique jewelry takes you on a beautiful and
edifying adventure. Bell's historical sense, coupled with her keen eye for detail and value, makes her
work a cherished addition to the library for both the beginning or veteran jewelry collector. This new
edition features nearly 1,000 all-new color photographs of the most collectible jewelry today from
1840 to 1950, fully vetted values, and offers indispensable insight for various jewelry styles,
including: • Victorian • Edwardian and Egyptian Revival • Art Nouveau and Art Deco • Retro
Modern • Bakelite, Costume, Mexican and Modernist A former appraiser for Antiques Roadshow,
Bell also provides additional information on maker's marks, trademarks, designer marks, and circa
dating clues.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Warman's Americana & Collectibles
Ellen T. Schroy, 2001-10 More than 25,000 updated prices, 240 popular categories, collectibles from
1930s to today, expert collecting advice, histories, references--Cover
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Garage Sale and Flea Market
Annual Collector Books, Collector Books Staff, 1993-05 This all new first edition of the Garage Sale
& Flea Market Annual includes over 20,000 listings with current values. Not only does it list
thousands of current values, it also lists names and addresses of hundreds of active buyers and what
they are currently buying. Over 800 large, clear photos help to identify each collectible.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Kovel's Guide to Selling, Buying,
and Fixing Your Antiques and Collectibles Ralph M. Kovel, Terry H. Kovel, 1995 The hard-to-find
information, sources, and addresses that collectors need for repairing, caring for, and finding buyers
for antiques and collectibles are all in this book. To gather the information for this book, Ralph and
Terry Kovel contacted more than 3,000 suppliers, clubs, auctions, services, and other industry



sources around the country, making this the most up-to-date and complete reference of its kind.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Garage Sale & Flea Market Annual
, 1994 Cashing in on today's lucrative collectibles market.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Warman's Americana and Collectibles
Harry L. Rinker, Jr., 1993 For more than ten years Warman's Americana & Collectibles has served as
the leader in documenting and valuing twentieth-century collectibles ...
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Bowker's Complete Video
Directory, 1999 , 1999
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Editor & Publisher Market Guide ,
1954
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: The Factory Outlet Guide Sue
Goldstein, 1993 Never pay retail again! That's a promise you can keep, with this comprehensive
guide to factory outlets across the U.S. This must-have reference alphabetically lists factory outlets
by manufacturer and by state, including more than 300 manufacturers in 5,000 locations. And it
gives information on shop-till-you-drop tour packages.
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Kovels' Guide to Selling Your
Antiques and Collectibles Ralph M. Kovel, Terry H. Kovel, 1990-09-05
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Space Buyers' Guide Number , 1954
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: National Jeweler , 1950
  coro jewelry a collectors guide identification values: Popular Science , 1959
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