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Sherwin Williams Color of the Year History: A Journey Through Hues and Trends

sherwin williams color of the year history reveals an evolving narrative of design, culture, and
innovation that reflects both the brand’s expertise and the shifting tastes of the times. As one of the
leading paint companies in the world, Sherwin Williams has made a significant impact on the interior
design and home improvement industries by annually selecting a “Color of the Year” that captures
the mood, aspirations, and style preferences of modern living. This tradition not only sets trends but
also influences how consumers and professionals approach color in their spaces.

Exploring the Sherwin Williams color of the year history offers insights into how color choices mirror
societal changes, technological advancements in paint, and emerging lifestyle priorities. Whether
you're a designer, homeowner, or simply a color enthusiast, understanding this history enriches your
appreciation of the colors that shape our environments.

The Origins of Sherwin Williams’ Color of the Year

Though the practice of naming a color of the year has been popularized by various brands over the
last two decades, Sherwin Williams embraced this concept with a unique perspective. The company’s
color experts analyze global trends, cultural movements, and even social media conversations to
select a hue that resonates on multiple levels. Their process combines art and science, involving color
psychologists, trend forecasters, and paint chemists.

Sherwin Williams’ color of the year selections often emphasize versatility and timelessness, aiming to
provide colors that fit a variety of design aesthetics—from classic to contemporary. This approach has
made their choices not just trendy but enduring, influencing everything from wall paints to home
décor accents.

Notable Colors in Sherwin Williams’ Color of the Year
History

Over the years, Sherwin Williams has chosen a range of colors that each tell a story about their
particular time. These colors have often reflected broader cultural shifts, such as a growing
appreciation for nature, the desire for calm and comfort, or a move toward bold self-expression.

Early Selections: Setting the Tone

The earlier years of Sherwin Williams’ color of the year focused on approachable neutrals and soft
hues that catered to a broad audience. Colors like “Attitude Gray” and “Sea Salt” became favorites for
their calming and adaptable qualities. These colors highlighted an emerging trend toward creating
spaces that serve as retreats from the fast-paced modern world.



Colors Reflecting Nature and Wellness Trends

As wellness and sustainability gained importance in home design, Sherwin Williams’ picks began to
embrace earth tones and nature-inspired shades. For example, “Oceanside” and “Evergreen Fog”
exemplify this shift, combining green and blue undertones to evoke a sense of tranquility and
connection with the outdoors. These choices align well with biophilic design principles, which
emphasize integrating natural elements into living spaces to boost well-being.

Bold and Vibrant Statements

More recently, Sherwin Williams has recognized the power of bold color to inspire creativity and
confidence. Colors such as “Urbane Bronze” and “Coral Reef” demonstrate a willingness to push
boundaries and encourage homeowners to experiment with statement walls or vibrant accents. These
selections reflect cultural shifts toward individuality and more expressive home environments.

How Sherwin Williams Chooses Its Color of the Year

Understanding the process behind Sherwin Williams’ color of the year history helps explain why their
picks resonate so deeply with consumers and professionals alike.

Trend Research and Analysis

The journey starts with extensive research. Sherwin Williams’ color experts monitor global trends in
fashion, technology, art, and lifestyle to detect emerging color preferences. They also study social and
political climates, as colors often symbolize broader societal moods. This holistic approach ensures
that the chosen color is not just fashionable but meaningful.

Consumer Insights and Market Testing

Before finalizing the color, Sherwin Williams gathers feedback from consumers and design
professionals through surveys and market testing. This step ensures that the color has practical
appeal and versatility for various spaces and lighting conditions.

Scientific and Technical Considerations

Beyond aesthetics, Sherwin Williams evaluates how well a color performs in paint formulations,
including factors like durability, coverage, and how it interacts with different finishes. This level of
scrutiny guarantees that the color not only looks good but also meets the company’s high standards
for quality and longevity.



Impact of Sherwin Williams Color of the Year on Design
and Industry

The influence of Sherwin Williams’ color of the year extends far beyond the paint aisle. Interior
designers, architects, and home décor brands often incorporate these colors into their projects and
product lines, leading to widespread trends in homes and commercial spaces.

Inspiring Interior Design Trends

By spotlighting a single color annually, Sherwin Williams provides a focal point for designers to build
palettes around. This can lead to innovative combinations and fresh approaches to styling rooms,
blending the chosen hue with complementary tones, textures, and materials. For example, pairing a
warm, earthy color of the year with natural wood and metals can create inviting, sophisticated
interiors.

Driving Consumer Purchasing Decisions

For homeowners and DIY enthusiasts, the color of the year serves as a trusted recommendation that
simplifies decision-making. It encourages experimentation with new colors and fosters confidence in
updating living spaces, which in turn boosts sales for Sherwin Williams and associated home goods
industries.

Shaping Industry Collaborations

Sherwin Williams often partners with furniture makers, textile designers, and lifestyle brands to create
coordinated color collections inspired by their color of the year. These collaborations help cement the
color’s presence in the market and make it easier for consumers to achieve cohesive looks.

Tips for Using Sherwin Williams Color of the Year in
Your Home

If you're inspired by Sherwin Williams’ color of the year history and want to incorporate these trendy
hues into your own space, here are some practical suggestions:

e Start Small: Use the color for accent walls, cabinetry, or furniture pieces if you're hesitant
about bold changes.

¢ Mix and Match: Pair the color of the year with neutral tones or complementary colors to create
balance and depth.



e Consider Lighting: Test how the color looks in different lighting conditions, as natural and
artificial light can alter its appearance.

e Use Samples: Always try paint samples on your wall before committing to a full room to
ensure the color feels right throughout the day.

e Think Beyond Walls: Incorporate the color through décor items like pillows, rugs, or artwork
for subtle but effective impact.

The Evolution of Color Trends Through Sherwin
Williams

Looking at the sherwin williams color of the year history reveals more than just popular hues — it's a
mirror of evolving tastes and cultural shifts. Early years leaned toward safe, muted tones reflecting a
desire for calm and simplicity. As sustainability and wellness came to the forefront, nature-inspired
greens and blues took center stage. Recently, vibrant and rich colors have signaled a renewed
enthusiasm for bold self-expression and creativity in home design.

This evolution illustrates how color trends are cyclical and responsive to the world around us. Sherwin
Williams’ ability to anticipate and reflect these changes has helped the brand remain relevant and
influential in the paint and design industries.

Whether you're curious about the psychology behind color choices, want to understand how trends
start, or simply love exploring new design ideas, delving into Sherwin Williams’ color of the year
history offers a fascinating glimpse into the power of color in shaping our environments and moods.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Sherwin Williams Color of the Year and why is it
important?

The Sherwin Williams Color of the Year is an annual color selection that reflects current design trends
and cultural influences. It is important because it influences interior design, fashion, and product
development by highlighting a color that embodies the mood and style of the year.

When did Sherwin Williams start announcing a Color of the
Year?

Sherwin Williams began announcing a Color of the Year in 2010 as part of their effort to guide
consumers and designers in choosing trendy and impactful colors for their spaces and projects.



How has the Sherwin Williams Color of the Year evolved over
time?

Over time, the Sherwin Williams Color of the Year has evolved to capture shifting cultural moods and
design trends, moving from bold and vibrant hues to more calming and organic tones, reflecting
society's changing preferences and needs.

Can you name some past Sherwin Williams Colors of the Year?

Yes, some past Sherwin Williams Colors of the Year include Urbane Bronze (2019), Oceanside (2017),
Alabaster (2016), and Coral Reef (2015). Each color was chosen to represent the design and cultural
trends of its respective year.

How does Sherwin Williams select their Color of the Year?

Sherwin Williams selects their Color of the Year through a comprehensive process that includes
analyzing global design trends, cultural shifts, consumer preferences, and input from design experts.
This ensures the color resonates with a wide audience and reflects the spirit of the year.

Additional Resources

Sherwin Williams Color of the Year History: An Analytical Review

sherwin williams color of the year history reveals a fascinating journey through evolving design
trends, cultural shifts, and consumer preferences. As a major player in the paint and coatings
industry, Sherwin Williams' annual Color of the Year selection has become a benchmark for interior
designers, architects, and homeowners seeking to capture contemporary moods and aesthetics. This
article delves into the origins, development, and impact of Sherwin Williams’ color forecasting,
highlighting how their choices reflect broader societal currents and influence the world of color.

The Genesis of Sherwin Williams Color of the Year

The concept of a “Color of the Year” is not unique to Sherwin Williams; it is part of a broader industry
trend aimed at guiding consumers and professionals through the vast spectrum of available hues.
However, Sherwin Williams’ color forecasting initiative has distinguished itself through a rigorous
process combining trend analysis, cultural insight, and expert input. The company launched its Color
of the Year program in the mid-2010s, responding to growing demand for authoritative color guidance
in interior design and commercial spaces.

Unlike random selections, Sherwin Williams color of the year history reflects a strategic approach.
Each selected color is the culmination of months of research, including attending global design fairs,
monitoring fashion and technology trends, and analyzing shifts in lifestyle and consumer behavior.
This comprehensive methodology ensures that the chosen color resonates beyond aesthetics, offering
a palette that can shape moods and experiences.



Early Years and Initial Selections

The initial years of Sherwin Williams’" Color of the Year were marked by bold and vibrant choices that
mirrored the optimism of the mid-2010s. For example, 2016’s “Emerald” (SW 6712) was a deep,
jewel-toned green that suggested renewal and vitality. This choice aligned with a rising interest in
nature-inspired interiors and eco-conscious living. The selection was notable for its versatility, working
well in both accent walls and full room applications.

Following that, the 2017 color “Oceanside” (SW 6496) embraced a moody blue-green spectrum,
reflecting a trend towards deeper, more introspective color palettes. This shift signaled a growing
consumer appetite for colors that evoke calm and stability amid uncertain times. Sherwin Williams
used these early years to establish credibility, showcasing how their color predictions could anticipate
or even steer broader design movements.

Evolution of Color Trends in Sherwin Williams
Selections

Over the years, Sherwin Williams’ Color of the Year selections have evolved to mirror changing
cultural narratives and aesthetic preferences. The company'’s ability to adapt to new trends while
maintaining a coherent brand voice has helped solidify its influence in the paint industry.

From Vibrancy to Subtlety

Analyzing Sherwin Williams color of the year history reveals a gradual transition from bold and vivid
colors to more muted, earthy tones. The 2018 Color of the Year, “Cavern Clay” (SW 7701),
exemplified this shift. This warm terracotta shade embraced the increasing popularity of natural
materials and handcrafted aesthetics in home décor. It also aligned with a broader cultural movement
toward mindfulness and groundedness.

Similarly, 2019’s “Naval” (SW 6244) brought a deep navy blue that combined sophistication with
timeless appeal. This color underscored a desire for stability and trustworthiness in design, reflecting
societal undercurrents of seeking refuge in tradition amid rapid change. The move towards classic yet
contemporary hues demonstrated Sherwin Williams’ nuanced understanding of consumer psychology.

Inclusivity and Gender-Neutral Palettes

In recent years, Sherwin Williams has been attentive to inclusivity and the breaking down of
traditional color associations tied to gender. The 2020 Color of the Year, “Urbane Bronze” (SW 7048),
is a deep, warm gray that transcends typical color categories. It was praised for its adaptability and
ability to blend seamlessly with a variety of design styles.

This selection also resonated with the growing trend of creating spaces that feel both personal and
universal, accommodating diverse tastes and lifestyles. The company’s color forecasting increasingly
reflects societal shifts toward inclusivity and fluidity, as seen by the embrace of colors that avoid



stereotypes and encourage creativity.

Impact on the Paint Industry and Consumer Behavior

Sherwin Williams’ Color of the Year has a significant influence not only on consumer preferences but
also on manufacturing, marketing, and retail strategies within the paint industry. Their selections
often inspire complementary product lines, including coordinated palettes, finishes, and textures.

Driving Sales and Market Trends

The announcement of the Color of the Year typically leads to increased sales for Sherwin Williams and
its retail partners. Consumers often rely on the company’s expert guidance to select paint colors that
are both trendy and timeless. The color of the year acts as a catalyst for home renovation projects,
influencing everything from wall colors to furniture and décor purchases.

Sherwin Williams also supports the color launch with extensive marketing campaigns, including digital
tools such as virtual room visualizers and social media promotions. This comprehensive approach
ensures that the color reaches a wide audience and encourages experimentation.

Comparison with Other Industry Leaders

While Sherwin Williams is a major authority in paint color trends, it operates in a competitive
landscape alongside companies like Benjamin Moore, Pantone, and Behr. Each brand’s Color of the
Year serves different market segments and aesthetic philosophies. For instance, Pantone’s selections
often emphasize fashion and graphic design, whereas Sherwin Williams focuses more on residential
and commercial architectural applications.

Sherwin Williams’ strength lies in its balance of trend-forward and practical colors that appeal to both

professionals and DIY homeowners. Their color choices tend to be versatile, designed to work in
various lighting conditions and complement a wide array of materials.

Key Features of Sherwin Williams Color Forecasting
Process

Understanding Sherwin Williams color of the year history involves exploring the factors and
methodologies behind their forecast.

* Trend Research: The company gathers data from international design shows, art, fashion, and
technology sectors.

e Consumer Insights: Surveys and focus groups help identify emerging preferences and needs.



e Expert Collaboration: Color experts, designers, and psychologists contribute to the selection
process.

e Testing: Colors are tested in multiple environments and lighting to ensure versatility.

e Marketing Alignment: The color is positioned to complement Sherwin Williams’ overall brand
strategy and product offerings.

This multifaceted approach ensures that the Color of the Year is not only aesthetically pleasing but
also culturally relevant and commercially viable.

The Role of Digital Innovation

In recent years, Sherwin Williams has leveraged digital tools to enhance the accessibility and impact
of its color forecasts. Online apps allow consumers to visualize Color of the Year selections in their
own spaces, reducing the uncertainty often associated with color choice. This innovative use of
technology supports informed decision-making and fosters greater confidence in adopting new colors.

Moreover, social media campaigns amplify the reach of the Color of the Year, encouraging user-
generated content and community engagement. This dynamic interaction helps Sherwin Williams stay
attuned to evolving trends and consumer feedback.

Looking Forward: The Future of Sherwin Williams Color
of the Year

Given the rapid pace of change in design and cultural landscapes, Sherwin Williams’ color forecasting
will likely continue to evolve. Emerging themes such as sustainability, wellness, and digital lifestyles
will probably influence future selections. The company’s commitment to research and innovation
positions it well to maintain relevance and authority in the paint industry.

As more consumers seek personalized and meaningful environments, Sherwin Williams may also
explore expanded color narratives that focus on storytelling and emotional connection. This could
involve more nuanced palettes and interdisciplinary collaborations.

Throughout its history, Sherwin Williams color of the year selections have served as both a mirror and

a catalyst—reflecting societal moods while shaping the visual language of contemporary living. This
dual role underscores the importance of thoughtful color forecasting in design and lifestyle industries.
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Adrian D. Joyce and Percy L. Julian with Soybeans and Soyfoods (1917-2020) William Shurtleff;
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Akiko Aoyagi, 2020-08-28 The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated
book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographical index. 71 photographs and
illustrations - many color. Free of charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.

sherwin williams color of the year history: History of Early, Small and Other U.S.
Soybean Crushers William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2020-09-27 The world's most comprehensive,
well documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographical
index. 115 photographs and illustrations - many color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.

sherwin williams color of the year history: History of U.S. Federal and State Governments'
Work with Soybeans (1862-2017) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2017-04-24 The world's most
comprehensive, well documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject
and geographical index. 362 photographs and illustrations. Free of charge in digital PDF format on
Google Books

sherwin williams color of the year history: History of Soybeans and Soyfoods in Illinois
(1851-1954) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2022-02-23 The world's most comprehensive, well
documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographic index.
368 photographs and illustrations - many in color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Early History of Soybeans and Soyfoods
Worldwide (1915-1923) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2021-04-15 The world's most
comprehensive, well documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject
and geographical index. 315 photographs and illustrations. Free of charge in digital PDF format.

sherwin williams color of the year history: History of the U.S. Regional Soybean
Industrial Products Laboratory (Urbana, Illinois; 1936-2017) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi,
2017-03-03 The world's most comprehensive, well documented, and well illustrated book on this
subject. With an extensive subject and geographical index. 76 photographs and illustrations. Free of
charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.

sherwin williams color of the year history: A History of Personnel Administration
1890-1910 Oscar W. Nestor, 2017-06-26 (1) The Absence of a Realistic Philosophy of Human
Relations -- (2) Welfare Work was Company Initiated and Administered -- 4) Summary and
Conclusions -- Bibliography.
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sherwin williams color of the year history: Old-House Journal , 2010-08 Old-House Journal
is the original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical
architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
voice.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Color Blind 101 HowExpert, Kim Springer,
2019-11-27 Are you color blind? Do you struggle with everyday color decisions that affect your
home, work, relationships, and self-esteem? Maybe it seems like no one else understands your
plight...or perhaps you are ready to shirk this unfair disadvantage in life. I understand... This book is
written for you- the color blind person who knows what it is like to be the only person who cannot
identify a colorful number in a small circle. However, you are not alone. Not only do I endure this
hardship, hundreds of millions of people worldwide live with our misunderstood, somewhat rare
genetic condition. Although your situation may seem bleak if you are facing discrimination,
disappointment, or displacement due to your condition, this book is written as a helpful guide and
uplifting reminder that color blindness does not have the final say - you do! Do you feel like you have
been living life without the playbook? Or perhaps you have not considered how your color blindness
manifests in your life. Is there a friend, family member, neighbor, or teacher, who would benefit
from understanding color blindness? This “How To” book addresses color blind individuals and
everyone who crosses their paths with uplifting, quick, and entertaining tips to help navigate and
comprehend the color blind life. With firsthand accounts and colloquial knowhow, I have written this




book so anyone can understand the basics of color blindness - from how it is inherited to its effects
on everyday life. Plus, the color blind individual or caretaker thereof, will appreciate the applicable
tips, such as how to shop and cook for the color blind. How did I end up with a freezer full of
“purpleberries?” Why didn’t my bridal shower outfit match? Is it okay that I ask my kids for fashion
advice? If you can relate to these questions or I have piqued your curiosity, read and laugh along
with me as we celebrate and commiserate with the wonderful world of the color blind. About the
Expert With blue eyes and brown hair, your color blind author, Kimberly Springer, lives in the
suburbs of Pittsburgh with her hazel-eyed husband, green-eyed oldest son, brown-eyed middle son,
and blue-eyed little girl. Her tri-colored, purebred Basset Hound provides the perfect sidekick for
calm days of writing, piano playing, and cooking. Despite her obvious inability to view every Fall
color, Autumn remains Kim's favorite season due to the smoky air from fires, sundry warm
beverages, scratchy hayrides, and flavorful Thanksgiving feasts. On a more professional note, Kim
hails from a diverse background of experience. You could describe her as quite the Philly Phanatic,
born and raised just outside the city of brotherly love. Remaining loyal to her state, she attended The
Pennsylvania State University in State College to study secondary education, specializing in English,
communications, and journalism. As a Freshman, Kim wrote for the far-reaching Daily Collegian as a
Senior reporter, followed by a stint as a Health and Wellness journalist. After serving as a
community leader through school and church-appointed positions, Kim continued her travels west
with an appointment to teach in the suburbs of Pittsburgh. There she met her husband of 10 years
and graduated magna cum laude. Wielding both a teaching and marriage certificate, Kim entered
the married and working world at a young age. As an educator, she has taught grades 7-12 in a
variety of school-settings, including the acclaimed Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School in
Midland, PA. Nowadays, she devotes her time to her family, home, church, piano students, and
online writing. She believes in the power of everyday communication and education through online
forums, community gatherings, and outreach activities to enhance the lives of all peoples. Be on the
lookout for more items from Kim, as she hopes to continue to inform and entertain through the
wonderful world of online literature.
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Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2022-05-13 The world's most comprehensive, well documented, and well
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illustrations - mostly color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.
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the original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical
architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
voice.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Early History of Soybeans and Soyfoods
Worldwide (1900-1923) William Shurtleff, Akiko Aoyagi, 2014-11-22 The world;s most
comprehensive, we documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive index. 520
photographs and illustrations. Free of charge in digital format on Google Books.

sherwin williams color of the year history: History of Industrial Uses of Soybeans
(Nonfood, Nonfeed) (660 CE-2017) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2017-12-03 The world's most
comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject
and geographical index. 145 photographs and illustrations - mostly color. Free of charge in digital
PDF format on Google Books.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Hoover's Handbook of American Business
2003 Gary Hoover, Hoover's, 2002-12 Profiles include overview, history, officers, locations,
products/operations, competitors, and historical financials & employees.

sherwin williams color of the year history: LIFE , 1971-10-22 LIFE Magazine is the
treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the



largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse,
search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post
images for personal use.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Old-House Journal , 2003-07 Old-House Journal
is the original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical
architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
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sherwin williams color of the year history: LIFE , 1971-09-10 LIFE Magazine is the
treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the
largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse,
search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post
images for personal use.

sherwin williams color of the year history: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1953

sherwin williams color of the year history: Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third Series , 1953
The record of each copyright registration listed in the Catalog includes a description of the work
copyrighted and data relating to the copyright claim (the name of the copyright claimant as given in
the application for registration, the copyright date, the copyright registration number, etc.).
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