peace and conflict studies

Peace and Conflict Studies: Understanding the Dynamics of Harmony and Discord

peace and conflict studies is an interdisciplinary field that delves into the
causes, dynamics, and resolutions of conflict, while promoting strategies for
peacebuilding and conflict prevention. In an increasingly interconnected
world, understanding why conflicts arise and how they can be resolved or
prevented is more crucial than ever. This field not only examines wars and
violent disputes but also explores social, political, and economic tensions
that exist at local, national, and international levels. Let’s embark on a
journey to unpack the nuances of peace and conflict studies and discover how
they contribute to creating more harmonious societies.

What Is Peace and Conflict Studies?

At its core, peace and conflict studies analyze the root causes of conflict
and seek peaceful solutions through dialogue, negotiation, and understanding.
Unlike traditional studies that might focus solely on military history or
political science, this discipline integrates insights from sociology,
psychology, anthropology, law, and international relations. The goal is to
foster a comprehensive understanding of conflict in all its forms—whether
violent or nonviolent—and to identify pathways toward sustainable peace.

The field covers a broad spectrum of topics, including armed conflicts, human
rights issues, social justice, conflict resolution techniques, mediation, and
peacebuilding efforts. It equips students and practitioners with both
theoretical frameworks and practical tools necessary for managing disputes
and fostering cooperation.

The Importance of Studying Peace and Conflict

Understanding Root Causes

One of the most compelling reasons to engage with peace and conflict studies
is to uncover the underlying causes of discord. Conflicts rarely emerge out
of thin air; they often stem from complex historical grievances, economic
disparities, ethnic tensions, or struggles over resources and power. By
analyzing these factors, scholars can identify triggers before they escalate.

Promoting Conflict Resolution and Mediation

Peace and conflict studies emphasize skills such as negotiation, mediation,
and dialogue facilitation. These methods are vital in resolving disputes
without resorting to violence. Learning how to communicate effectively across
cultural and ideological divides enables communities and nations to find
common ground and compromise.



Building Sustainable Peace

Sustainable peace goes beyond merely ending violence. It involves addressing
structural inequalities, promoting social justice, and fostering
reconciliation among conflicting parties. This holistic approach aims to
build societies where peace can endure, preventing the recurrence of
conflict.

Key Concepts and Theories in Peace and Conflict
Studies

Positive and Negative Peace

The distinction between negative and positive peace is fundamental. Negative
peace refers to the absence of direct violence or war, while positive peace
encompasses the presence of justice, equality, and well-functioning social
systems. Peace and conflict studies encourage moving beyond simply stopping
violence to creating conditions that nurture long-term harmony.

Conflict Transformation

Conflict transformation is a proactive approach that seeks to change the
underlying relationships and social structures that fuel conflict. Instead of
just managing symptoms, this theory promotes altering perceptions, attitudes,
and power dynamics to foster reconciliation and mutual understanding.

Human Needs Theory

This theory posits that conflicts arise when fundamental human needs—such as
security, identity, recognition, and autonomy—are unmet. Addressing these
needs is essential for resolving conflicts and achieving lasting peace.

Applications of Peace and Conflict Studies

International Peacebuilding Efforts

Many international organizations, such as the United Nations and various
NGOs, rely on principles from peace and conflict studies to design
peacekeeping missions, facilitate ceasefires, and support post-conflict
reconstruction. Understanding conflict dynamics helps these organizations
tailor interventions that respect local contexts and promote stability.



Community-Level Conflict Resolution

Beyond global arenas, peace and conflict studies are instrumental in
resolving local disputes—whether between ethnic groups, political factions,
or social classes. Community mediation programs and grassroots peace
initiatives draw heavily on conflict resolution techniques taught in this
discipline.

Policy Making and Diplomacy

Governments and diplomats utilize insights from peace and conflict studies to
craft policies that reduce tensions and encourage cooperation. Knowledge of
conflict triggers and resolution strategies aids in negotiating treaties,
trade agreements, and peace accords.

Challenges and Future Directions in Peace and
Conflict Studies

While peace and conflict studies have made significant strides, the field
faces ongoing challenges. The complexity of modern conflicts, often involving
non-state actors and asymmetric warfare, demands innovative approaches.
Furthermore, integrating technological advancements such as social media’s
role in conflict escalation or resolution presents both opportunities and
obstacles.

The future of peace and conflict studies lies in interdisciplinary
collaboration, combining traditional theories with emerging research in
fields like environmental studies, cybersecurity, and psychology. There is
also a growing emphasis on inclusive peacebuilding that incorporates
marginalized voices, including women and youth, recognizing their crucial
roles in fostering peace.

Tips for Pursuing a Career in Peace and
Conflict Studies

For those interested in this field, it’s important to develop a diverse skill
set:

e Critical Thinking: Analyze complex situations from multiple
perspectives.

e Communication Skills: Facilitate dialogue and negotiate effectively
across cultural divides.

e Research Abilities: Conduct thorough investigations into conflict
dynamics and peacebuilding methods.

e Empathy and Cultural Sensitivity: Understand and respect diverse
experiences and values.



Many universities offer specialized degrees in peace and conflict studies,
often with opportunities for internships or fieldwork in conflict zones.
Engaging in volunteer work with NGOs or participating in peacebuilding
workshops can also provide valuable practical experience.

The Broader Impact of Peace and Conflict
Studies

Peace and conflict studies do not just serve academics or policymakers—they
influence everyday lives. By promoting understanding and tolerance, the
principles from this field can help reduce bullying in schools, ease
workplace tensions, and foster healthier family dynamics. The concept of
conflict resolution applies universally, reminding us that peaceful
coexistence 1s achievable at every level of society.

Moreover, as global challenges like climate change and migration create new
sources of tension, peace and conflict studies offer essential frameworks to
navigate these issues cooperatively. Encouraging dialogue and collaboration
across borders can lead to innovative solutions that benefit humanity as a
whole.

In essence, peace and conflict studies invite us to rethink how we approach
disagreement and discord—not as inevitable or insurmountable, but as
opportunities for growth, connection, and lasting peace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is peace and conflict studies?

Peace and conflict studies is an interdisciplinary field that examines the
causes of conflict and violence, as well as strategies for promoting peace,
conflict resolution, and social Jjustice.

How does peace and conflict studies address global
conflicts?

Peace and conflict studies analyze the political, social, economic, and
cultural factors behind global conflicts and develop approaches such as
diplomacy, negotiation, peacebuilding, and reconciliation to resolve them.

What role do nonviolent movements play in
peacebuilding?

Nonviolent movements play a critical role in peacebuilding by promoting
social change through peaceful protests, civil disobedience, and grassroots
activism, reducing the likelihood of violent conflict.

How is gender considered in peace and conflict



studies?

Gender is a key factor in peace and conflict studies, highlighting how
conflicts disproportionately affect women and marginalized groups and
emphasizing the importance of inclusive peace processes and gender-sensitive
policies.

What are the main methods used for conflict
resolution in this field?

Conflict resolution methods include negotiation, mediation, dialogue
facilitation, arbitration, and restorative justice, all aimed at addressing
underlying issues and fostering mutual understanding.

How has technology impacted peace and conflict
studies?

Technology has transformed peace and conflict studies by enabling new forms
of communication, data collection, and conflict monitoring, but it also
presents challenges such as cyber warfare and misinformation.

What is the difference between negative and positive
peace?

Negative peace refers to the absence of direct violence or war, while
positive peace involves the presence of social justice, equality, and
conditions that prevent conflict from arising.

How do environmental issues relate to peace and
conflict studies?

Environmental issues like resource scarcity and climate change can exacerbate
conflicts, making environmental peacebuilding an important area that seeks
sustainable solutions to prevent and resolve such disputes.

What career opportunities are available for graduates
in peace and conflict studies?

Graduates can work in international organizations, NGOs, government agencies,
diplomacy, humanitarian aid, conflict mediation, human rights advocacy, and
academic research.

Additional Resources

Peace and Conflict Studies: An In-Depth Exploration of a Crucial Discipline

peace and conflict studies is an interdisciplinary field that examines the
causes, dynamics, and resolutions of conflicts at local, national, and
international levels. It seeks to understand the underlying factors that lead
to violence and war while promoting strategies for peacebuilding, conflict
resolution, and sustainable harmony. Emerging as a significant academic and
practical domain in the latter half of the 20th century, peace and conflict
studies now plays a pivotal role in informing policymakers, mediators, and



scholars about the complex interplay of social, political, economic, and
cultural forces shaping human interactions.

This comprehensive review delves into the evolution, methodologies, and
contemporary relevance of peace and conflict studies, while integrating key
concepts and related terms such as conflict resolution, peacebuilding,
mediation, and international relations. The article aims to provide an
insightful and SEO-optimized overview that serves academics, practitioners,
and anyone interested in understanding the intricacies of peace and conflict
dynamics.

The Evolution of Peace and Conflict Studies

The roots of peace and conflict studies can be traced back to post-World War
IT efforts to prevent future global conflicts. Early scholars and activists,
including Johan Galtung, a pioneering figure in the field, emphasized the
need to analyze not just physical violence but also structural
violence—systems and institutions that perpetuate inequality and suffering.
This broadened the traditional focus on diplomacy and military strategy to
include social justice, human rights, and economic disparities as integral to
understanding conflict.

In academic terms, peace and conflict studies emerged as a formal discipline
in the 1960s and 1970s, integrating insights from political science,
sociology, psychology, anthropology, and law. Today, numerous universities
worldwide offer specialized degrees in this field, reflecting its growing
importance in addressing contemporary global challenges such as terrorism,
civil wars, ethnic conflicts, and environmental disputes.

Key Concepts and Terminology

Understanding peace and conflict studies involves familiarizing oneself with
several core terms:

e Conflict Resolution: Techniques and processes aimed at ending disputes
and achieving peaceful outcomes.

e Peacebuilding: Long-term strategies designed to address root causes of
conflict and establish sustainable peace.

e Mediation: The involvement of a neutral third party to facilitate
negotiation and settlement between conflicting groups.

e Structural Violence: Social structures that harm individuals by
preventing them from meeting their basic needs.

e Reconciliation: Processes through which parties in conflict restore
relationships and foster trust post-conflict.

These concepts form the backbone of both theoretical frameworks and practical
applications within the discipline.



Analytical Approaches in Peace and Conflict
Studies

The field employs diverse analytical lenses to dissect conflicts and propose
solutions. Among the most prominent are:

Structural Analysis

Structural analysis focuses on systemic factors such as poverty, inequality,
and political oppression that create fertile ground for conflict. By
addressing these root causes, peace practitioners aim to dismantle the
underlying conditions that perpetuate violence. For example, conflicts in
regions with entrenched economic disparities often require development-
oriented peacebuilding efforts.

Behavioral and Psychological Perspectives

This approach examines individual and group behaviors, emotions, and
perceptions that influence conflict dynamics. Understanding fear, identity,
and trauma is crucial for designing effective reconciliation and peace
education programs. Psychological insights help tailor mediation processes to
overcome mistrust and hostility.

Political and Diplomatic Frameworks

Given that many conflicts involve state and international actors, political
analysis is essential. This includes studying power relations, governance
structures, and international law. Diplomatic negotiations, peace treaties,
and ceasefires are often rooted in this framework.

Applications and Impact of Peace and Conflict
Studies

The practical impact of peace and conflict studies is evident across multiple
sectors and scales.

International Peacekeeping and Mediation

Organizations such as the United Nations deploy peacekeepers and mediators
trained in conflict resolution techniques derived from this discipline. Their
work in conflict zones—from the Balkans to Africa—demonstrates the
application of academic knowledge to real-world crises.



Community-Level Peacebuilding

Local peace initiatives often address ethnic tensions, resource disputes, and
social fragmentation. Peace education programs in schools and grassroots
dialogue forums exemplify how conflict prevention can be embedded within
communities.

Policy Development and Human Rights Advocacy

Peace and conflict studies inform policy decisions related to disarmament,
humanitarian intervention, and transitional justice. Activists and NGOs use
research from this field to advocate for human rights and equitable
governance.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its contributions, peace and conflict studies face several
challenges.

e Complexity of Conflicts: Conflicts are multifaceted and resistant to
simple solutions, requiring adaptive and context-specific approaches.

e Western-Centric Perspectives: Critics argue that much of the
discipline’s theory and methodology is rooted in Western paradigms,
potentially overlooking indigenous and non-Western conflict resolution
traditions.

e Measuring Impact: Quantifying the success of peacebuilding initiatives
remains difficult, complicating assessments and funding.

e Political Constraints: Peace efforts can be hindered by political
agendas and vested interests that prioritize power over reconciliation.

Acknowledging these limitations is essential for evolving the discipline to
better serve diverse global contexts.

The Future of Peace and Conflict Studies

As global challenges such as climate change, cyber warfare, and pandemics
increasingly contribute to instability, peace and conflict studies must
adapt. Emerging areas include environmental peacebuilding, which links
ecological sustainability with conflict prevention, and digital peacebuilding
that addresses online hate speech and misinformation.

Interdisciplinary collaboration remains key. Advances in data analytics,
artificial intelligence, and behavioral science offer new tools for early
warning systems and conflict analysis. Furthermore, integrating voices from
marginalized communities can enrich understanding and enhance the legitimacy
of peace efforts.



The enduring relevance of peace and conflict studies is underscored by
ongoing conflicts worldwide and the universal aspiration for peace. By
bridging theory and practice, this field continues to illuminate pathways
toward a more just and peaceful world.

Peace And Conflict Studies

peace and conflict studies: Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies Thomas Matydk,
Jessica Senehi, Sean Byrne, 2011-05-19 Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS) includes scholars and
practitioners throughout the world working in peace studies, conflict analysis and resolution,
conflict management, appropriate dispute resolution, and peace and justice studies. They come to
the PCS field with a diversity of ideas, approaches, disciplinary roots, and topic areas, which speaks
to the complexity, breadth, and depth needed to apply and take account of conflict dynamics and the
goal of peace. Yet, a number of key concerns and dilemmas continue to challenge the field. Critical
Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies: Theory, Practice, and Pedagogy, edited by Thomas Matydk,
Jessica Senehi, and Sean Byrne, is a collection of essays that explores a number of these issues,
providing a means by which academics, students, and practitioners can develop various methods to
confront the complexity of contemporary conflicts. Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies
discusses the emerging field of PCS, and suggests a framework for the future development of the
field and the education of its practitioners and academics. The book has a wide audience targeting
students at the undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate levels. It also extends to those working
in and leading community conflict resolution efforts as well as humanitarian aid workers.

peace and conflict studies: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies Oliver P.
Richmond, Geézim Visoka, 2022-06-21 This encyclopaedia provides a comprehensive overview of
major theories and approaches to the study of peace and conflict across different humanities and
social sciences disciplines. Peace and conflict studies (PCS) is one of the major sub-disciplines of
international studies (including political science and international relations), and has emerged from
a need to understand war, related systems and concepts and how to respond to it afterward. As a
living reference work, easily discoverable and searchable, the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and
Conflict Studies offers solid material for understanding the foundational, historical, and
contemporary themes, concepts, theories, events, organisations, and frameworks concerning peace,
conflict, security, rights, institutions and development. The Palgrave Encyclopaedia of Peace and
Conflict Studies brings together leading and emerging scholars from different disciplines to provide
the most comprehensive and up-to-date resource on peace and conflict studies ever produced.

peace and conflict studies: Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies Thomas Matyok,
Jessica Senehi, Sean Byrne, 2011-05-19 Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies: Theory,
Practice, and Pedagogy, edited by Thomas Matyok, Jessica Senehi, and Sean Byrne, discusses
critical issues in the emerging field of Peace and Conflict Studies, and suggests a framework for the
future development of the fie...

peace and conflict studies: Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies Charles Webel, Johan
Galtung, 2007-03-12 This major new Handbook provides a cutting-edge and transdisciplinary
overview of the main issues, debates, state-of-the-art methods, and key concepts in peace and
conflict studies today. The Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies will be essential reading for
students of peace studies, conflict studies and conflict resolution. It will also be of interest and use
to practitioners in conflict resolution and NGOs, as well as policy makers and diplomats.

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies Ho-Won Jeong, 2017-07-05 Ho-Won
Jeong explains and assesses major approaches to dealing with ethnic conflict, communal violence,
inter-state war and social injustice. The book analyses not only the sources of violence and conflict,
but also how to manage and prevent them. As peace is relevant to improvement in human well-being
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and the future survival of humanity, the volume encompasses a variety of themes, ranging from
alternative security policies, methods of peaceful settlement, human rights, self-determination,
environmental politics, global governance and non-violence. Reflecting on the current thinking and
drawing lessons from the past, the book can be considered as the most authoritative introduction to
the field since the end of the Cold War.

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies David P. Barash, Charles P. Webel,
2008-07-10 Thoroughly revised, the Second Edition of Peace and Conflict Studies sets the new gold
standard as an accessible introduction and comprehensive exploration of this vital subject. The
authors share their vast knowledge and analysis about 21st-century world events - including new
coverage on timely topics such as terrorism, the truth and reconciliation process, and the clash of
civilizations. With an encyclopedic scope, this introductory text chronicles a plethora of important
global topics from pre-history to the present. Key Features of the Second Edition Includes updated
chapters and examines current conflicts, including the Iraq War Explores the important aspects of
positive peace, individual violence, nationalism, and terrorism Provides numerous visual aids,
questions for further study, and suggested readings Furnishes a comprehensive range of material to
enlighten and enrich future discussion and encourage further academic pursuit Intended Audience
This text is invaluable for students and professors in peace and or conflict studies, psychology and or
the sociology of peace and conflict studies, international relations, comparative politics, history, and
others interested in gaining a solid foundation about the global arena. Praise for the First Edition
Barash and Webel have penned a masterpiece that should appeal to seasoned scholars of peace and
conflict studies as well as to others who have little knowledge of this multidisciplinary field. --Daniel
J. Christie, Ohio State University

peace and conflict studies: Routledge Companion to Peace and Conflict Studies Sean Byrne,
Thomas Matyok, Imani Michelle Scott, Jessica Senehi, 2019-07-24 This Companion examines
contemporary challenges in Peace and Conflict Studies (PACS) and offers practical solutions to these
problems. Bringing together chapters from new and established global scholars, the volume explores
and critiques the foundations of Peace and Conflict Studies in an effort to advance the discipline in
light of contemporary local and global actors. The book examines the following eight specific
components of Peace and Conflict Studies: Peace and conflict studies praxis Structure-agency
tension as it relates to social justice, nonviolence, and relationship building Gender, masculinity, and
sexuality The role of partnerships and allies in racial, ethnic, and religious peacebuilding Culture
and identity Critical and emancipatory peacebuilding International conflict transformation and
peacebuilding Global responses to conflict. It argues that new critical and emancipatory
peacebuilding and conflict transformation strategies are needed to address the complex cultural,
economic, political, and social conflicts of the 21st century. This book will be of much interest to
students of peace and conflict studies, peace studies, conflict resolution, transitional justice,
reconciliation studies, social justice studies, and international relations.

peace and conflict studies: Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies Thomas Matydk,
Jessica Senehi, Sean Byrne, 2011-05-19 Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS) includes scholars and
practitioners throughout the world working in peace studies, conflict analysis and resolution,
conflict management, appropriate dispute resolution, and peace and justice studies. They come to
the PCS field with a diversity of ideas, approaches, disciplinary roots, and topic areas, which speaks
to the complexity, breadth, and depth needed to apply and take account of conflict dynamics and the
goal of peace. Yet, a number of key concerns and dilemmas continue to challenge the field. Critical
Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies: Theory, Practice, and Pedagogy, edited by Thomas Matydk,
Jessica Senehi, and Sean Byrne, is a collection of essays that explores a number of these issues,
providing a means by which academics, students, and practitioners can develop various methods to
confront the complexity of contemporary conflicts. Critical Issues in Peace and Conflict Studies
discusses the emerging field of PCS, and suggests a framework for the future development of the
field and the education of its practitioners and academics. The book has a wide audience targeting
students at the undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate levels. It also extends to those working




in and leading community conflict resolution efforts as well as humanitarian aid workers.

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies Andria K. Wisler, Michael Loadenthal,
2019-10-07 This introductory textbook surveys the evolutions of the histories, concepts, actors,
actions, and pedagogies of the growing transdisciplinary field of Peace and Conflict Studies. The
book provides an inclusive historical overview of the field and a thorough conceptual framework of
peace, conflict, violence, and related terminology. It offers readers an introduction to the current
issues dominating this growing academic field, as well as to the movements and structures that
contribute to or hinder the creation of a more just and peaceful world. New, in-depth case studies
will enable readers to understand the lived realities of peace action. From using this textbook,
students will: develop a thorough understanding of the economic, socio-cultural, and political
dimensions of peace and justice across the spectrum from micro- (neighborhood) to macro- (global)
levels; become familiar with the array of inter/trans-national and local actors in the pursuit or
destruction of peace and justice; and identify, compare, and critique the assumptions, benefits, and
limitations of individuals' and societies' approaches to peace, including their own. Throughout,
Peace Studies is understood as practical and do-able, with many applications from classrooms, to
militaries, to transnational corporations. The book mainstreams issues often analyzed separately
from traditional Peace Studies tracks, such as gender, religion, international development, climate
change, and terrorism. This book will be essential reading for students of peace and conflict studies,
conflict resolution and peace and justice courses, and recommended for students of war and conflict
studies and IR/ Security Studies.

peace and conflict studies: Contesting Peace in the Postwar City Ivan Gusic, 2019-12-03
“Contesting Peace in the Postwar City is key reading for urban and peace and conflict scholars. In
this impressive and meticulously researched book, Gusic reflects on the ways in which divisions are
routinised in the everyday landscape of divided cities and skilfully investigates how change and
continuity are governed in postwar urban spaces. The book provides rich empirical material from the
cities of Mostar, Mitrovica and Belfast, drawing on nuanced fieldwork insights.” —Stefanie Kappler,
Durham University, UK “Ivan Gusic sets out a powerful, theoretically critical and empirically rich
account of the trajectories of cities after war. The strength of the work is that it brings an
understanding of the urban condition into relation with ethno-national conflict and the survival of
violence. Gusic unsettles dominant narratives in peace studies by offering a grounded evaluation of
three cities coming out of violence and points to the importance of place in peacebuilding
processes.” —Brendan Murtagh, Queen’s University Belfast, UK “Detailed case studies of Belfast,
Mitrovica and Mostar show how cities are often engines of what Ivan Gusic calls ‘war in peace’. This
on-trend study combines the latest research from critical urban studies with peace and conflict
studies to produce a very accessible and internationally relevant book. It is highly recommended.”
—Roger Mac Ginty, Durham University, UK This book explores why the postwar city reinforces
rather than transcends its continuities of war in peace. It theorises war-to-peace transitions as
conflicts over how to socio-politically order society and then analyses different urban conflicts over
peace(s) in postwar Belfast (Northern Ireland), Mitrovica (Kosovo) and Mostar (Bosnia-Herzegovina).
Focusing on themes such as educational segregation, clientelism, fear, paramilitaries, and
infrastructure, it shows how conflict lines from war are perpetuated in and by the postwar city. Yet it
also discovers instances where antagonisms are bridged by utilising the postwar city’s transcending
potential. While written in the nexus between peace research and urban studies, this book also
speaks to political geography, international relations, anthropology, and planning.

peace and conflict studies: An Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies Harun ur
Rashid, University Press Limited (Dhaka, Bangladesh), 2005

peace and conflict studies: Peace, Conflict and Identity Robert C. Hudson (dir.), Wolfgang
Benedek (dir.), Francisco Villanueva Ferrandiz (dir.), 2009-07-01 Peace, Conflict and Identity is the
third book in the junior series of the EDEN (European Doctoral Enhancement Programme in Peace
and Conflict Studies) and contains cuting edge research that was first delivered in a series of
presentations by PhD students at two of the EDEN Intensive Programmes held at the universities of



Deusto and Graz in 2007 and 2009 respectively. The book has been edited in the spirit that
publishing work whilst still engaged on a post-graduate research programme is an essential element
of early career progression. As such, several of the contributors to this book have since gained their
doctorates.

peace and conflict studies: Peace: A Very Short Introduction Oliver P. Richmond, 2014-07 The
modern concept of peace has broadened from the mere absence of violence to something much more
sophisticated, incorporating terms such as '‘peacemaking’ and 'conflict resolution'. In this Very Short
Introduction, Oliver Richmond explores the evolution of peace in practice and in theory, considering
our modern assumptions about peace.

peace and conflict studies: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Peace and Conflict Research
Francisco Ferrandiz, Antonius C. G. M. Robben, 2007-01-01 This book represents the scholarly work
of the network «European Doctorate Enhancement in Peace and Conflict Studies» (EDEN), a broad
training and research network linking scholars, departments and universities interested in thinking
and rethinking proposals, concepts and methodologies for the expanding field of Peace and Conflict
Studies from different disciplines such as law, history, sociology, anthropology, international
relations, and political science. The Network has been functioning since the year 1996 and aims
mainly to develop the level and quality of the discussion, to enhance the collaboration and
coordination within the European academic community —encompassing the diversity of theoretical
approaches in the area—, to promote intellectual understanding, and to create an appropriate
institutional infrastructure and consistent financial support for academic research. The Network has
also been consistently fostering the exchange and mobility of graduate students through summer
Intensive Programmes and Marie Curie Fellowships so as to develop a critical mass of
inter-disciplinary comparative research expertise, providing access to tutorials, methodology
courses, and significant human and practical resources for a better understanding of research
questions, conceptual debates, and methodological challenges. The final purpose of the network is to
generate sustained debate and exchange among policy makers, NGO's, media professionals and
academics, in order to facilitate a scholarly dialogue and ongoing feedback between research,
knowledge dissemination and policy.

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies Charles Webel, J©1irgen Johansen,
2012

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies Research Laura L. Finley, Robin
Cooper, 2014-05-01 This edited book is a new and valuable resource for students, teachers, and
practitioners, providing a detailed exploration of how qualitative research can be applied in the field
of peace and conflict studies. This book explores considerations and components of designing,
conducting, and reporting qualitative research in this field, and also provide exemplars of recent
empirical research in peace and conflict studies that employed qualitative methods. Scholars and
researchers in peace and conflict studies and peace education face unique challenges in teaching,
designing, and conducting qualitative research in these fields. This edited book discusses tips in
designing qualitative studies in this area and for teaching emerging peace researchers best
practices of qualitative inquiry. In addition, the book discusses some of the trends, challenges, and
opportunities associated with research in peace and conflict studies and peace education. Written at
a level appropriate for both graduate students and active researchers, the primary audience for this
book is those teaching and learning about the application of qualitative methods to peace and
conflict studies, as well as those conducting research in this field. There are currently approximately
230 graduate programs in peace and conflict studies. This book also provides a useful tool for
researchers and students in other academic disciplines who are interested in qualitative research.
Such disciplines might include education, sociology, criminology, gender studies, psychology,
political science, and others.

peace and conflict studies: Peace Research Peter Wallensteen, 2011 This volume comprises
essays on peace research by one of the leading scholars in the field. It focuses on finding ways to
understand and identify conflicts and undertake conflict resolution, practicing conflict resolution



through academic diplomacy and looking for peaceful alternatives to war.

peace and conflict studies: Understanding Peace Research Kristine Hoglund, Magnus Oberg,
2011-03 This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of different methods and sources of
information-gathering for peace and conflict students and researchers, as well as the challenges
presented by such work. Research on conflict-ridden societies carries special challenges for the
collection and evaluation of information about the conflict and its actors. First, due to the nature of
information emerging, incentives to misrepresent and propaganda is common. News coverage is
sometimes poor and reporting is often incomplete, selective and biased. Second, the sensitivity of
the topic and the questions posed in peace and conflict research means that access to and the
security of informants can be a problem. Peace and conflict research as a discipline encompasses a
number of different approaches for obtaining empirical information which serve as a basis for
analyzing various research topics. This book provides a comprehensive overview of different
methods and sources of information-gathering for students and researchers, as well as the
challenges presented by such work. It offers: tools for evaluating sources and information
suggestions on where different types of information can be found advice on using different types of
sources, including news reports and written narratives practical guidelines for constructing
large-scale datasets insights and guidelines for comparative fieldwork, in-depth interviews, focus
groups, and surveys reflection and discussion on important ethical concerns in peace research This
book will be of much interest for students and researchers of peace and conflict studies, conflict
resolution, war and conflict studies, development studies, security studies and IR, as well as for NGO
workers/researchers. Kristine Hoglund is Associate Professor at the Department of Peace and
Conflict Research, Uppsala University. She has a PhD in Peace and Conflict Research from Uppsala
University Sweden (2004). She is author of Peacemaking in the Shadow of Violence. Magnus Oberg
is Associate Professor at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, and
Associate Editor of the Journal of Peace Research (since 2006). He has a PhD in Peace and Conflict
Research from Uppsala University (2003) and is co-editor of Resources, Governance, and Civil
Conflict (Routledge, 2008).

peace and conflict studies: Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies Darren C. Zook,
2014-11-11 Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies stands as a direct challenge to the
conventional study of these two topics, which are often only approached from the singular
perspective of a specialized discipline. In contrast, this text approaches the study of peace and
conflict as an interdisciplinary one. The reading selections examine peace, conflict, violence, and
power as essential elements, at both the micro- and macro- levels, in determining the course of
events. Topics addressed include the meaning of violence itself, peace as a form of social justice, the
politics of identity, the impact of global warming on national security, the economic costs of
intervention, and strategies for de-radicalizing Islamic extremists. In recognition of the fact that
peace is much more than the absence of war, Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies gives
readers new insights into the causes of international conflict. The selected readings pose fresh
questions, and respond to standard questions in new ways. Introduction to Peace and Conflict
Studies can be used in political science and history courses. It is also a useful supplemental text for
sociology courses. Darren Zook earned his Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley, where he
currently teaches in the Department of Political Science and in International and Area Studies. His
research interests include human rights, comparative politics in the Asia-Pacific region, international
law, cybersecurity, and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. He is currently at work on
a book and film project on identity politics and diversity around the world.

peace and conflict studies: Peace and Conflict Studies David P. Barash, Charles P. Webel,
2021-10-12
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