
larson storm door closer instructions
Larson Storm Door Closer Instructions: A Complete Guide to Installation and Adjustment

larson storm door closer instructions are essential for anyone looking to install or maintain their
Larson storm door with ease and efficiency. Whether you’re a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a first-time
installer, understanding how to properly set up and adjust the storm door closer can make a
significant difference in the door’s performance and longevity. In this article, we’ll walk you through
everything you need to know—from the initial installation steps to fine-tuning the closing
speed—ensuring your storm door works smoothly and reliably.

Understanding the Larson Storm Door Closer

Before diving into the specifics of the installation, it helps to grasp what a storm door closer does
and why it’s important. The closer mechanism is designed to automatically close your storm door
after it’s been opened, preventing it from slamming shut or remaining open unintentionally. This not
only protects your home from drafts and insects but also prolongs the life of your door by reducing
wear and tear.

Larson storm doors typically come equipped with hydraulic or pneumatic closers, known for their
quiet and smooth operation. Knowing which type you have will help you follow the right set of
instructions.

Why Proper Installation Matters

Improper installation of the storm door closer can lead to issues like the door not closing fully,
slamming too hard, or even damaging the frame. Following the Larson storm door closer
instructions carefully ensures that the closer functions correctly, maintaining the door’s alignment
and providing a secure seal against weather conditions. Additionally, a properly installed closer
enhances safety by preventing accidental slams that could cause injury.

Step-by-Step Larson Storm Door Closer Installation
Instructions

If you’ve just purchased a Larson storm door or need to replace the closer, here is a straightforward
guide to help you install the closer mechanism correctly.

Tools and Materials You’ll Need

Before starting, gather the following tools to make the installation process smoother:



Phillips screwdriver

Flathead screwdriver

Power drill with drill bits

Measuring tape

Level

Adjustable wrench

Larson storm door closer kit (usually included with the door)

Installation Process

Prepare the Door and Frame: Open the storm door fully and secure it in place. Clean the1.
frame and door edges where the closer will be attached for better adhesion and fitting.

Attach the Closer Body: Position the closer body on the door frame according to the2.
manufacturer’s template, usually near the top hinge side. Use a pencil to mark the screw
holes.

Drill Pilot Holes: Using a drill bit appropriate for your door material, carefully drill pilot3.
holes where you marked previously.

Secure the Closer Body: Screw the closer body into place using the provided screws. Ensure4.
it’s firmly attached and level.

Install the Arm Assembly: Attach the closer arm to the door itself, typically near the top of5.
the door edge. This arm connects to the hydraulic closer body and controls the closing motion.

Connect the Closer Arm to the Body: Slide or snap the arm onto the closer body’s shaft.6.
Some models may require tightening a set screw to secure the arm.

Test the Door: Slowly open and release the door to observe the closer in action. It should7.
close smoothly without slamming or sticking.

Adjusting Your Larson Storm Door Closer for Optimal
Performance

Once installed, your storm door closer may require some fine-tuning to match your preferences and



environmental conditions. Larson storm door closer instructions typically include details on how to
adjust the closing speed and latching power, which can be vital especially in areas prone to strong
winds.

How to Adjust the Closing Speed

Most Larson storm door closers feature adjustment screws or valves to control the speed at which
the door closes. These are usually located on the closer body.

Locate the Adjustment Screws: Look for small screws labeled “speed” or “closing speed” on
the closer. You might need a flathead screwdriver to turn them.

Turn to Adjust: To slow the door’s closing speed, turn the screw counterclockwise. To speed
it up, turn clockwise. Adjust slowly in small increments.

Test After Each Adjustment: Open the door and let it close naturally to see how the change
affects the motion. Repeat until you find the perfect speed that prevents slamming but closes
fully.

Setting the Latching Speed

The latching speed controls how fast the door closes during the last few inches. Adjusting this can
help ensure the door securely latches without bouncing back.

Find the latching speed adjustment screw (often separate from the main closing speed screw).

Turn the screw clockwise to increase the latching speed, making the door snap shut more
firmly.

Turn it counterclockwise to soften the latch for gentler closing.

Common Troubleshooting Tips for Larson Storm Door
Closers

Even with proper installation, you might encounter some common issues that require
troubleshooting. Fortunately, many problems can be fixed with simple adjustments or maintenance.



The Door Won’t Close Fully

If your storm door doesn’t latch completely, check the following:

Closer Arm Alignment: Ensure the closer arm is properly connected and not loose or bent.

Closing Speed: Slow down the closing speed to allow the door to close gently and latch.

Obstructions: Look for debris or weatherstripping that might be blocking the door’s path.

The Door Slams Shut Too Hard

A door that slams can be jarring and cause damage over time. To fix this:

Adjust the closing speed screw to slow down the door.

Check that the hydraulic fluid inside the closer hasn’t leaked out. If it has, replacement may be
necessary.

Inspect the closer arm for any damage or misalignment.

Door Closer Makes Noise

Squeaking or grinding noises can indicate that the closer needs lubrication or has loose parts.

Apply a light lubricant such as silicone spray to the moving parts of the closer arm.

Tighten any loose screws or bolts.

If noise persists, consider replacing the closer mechanism.

Maintenance Tips to Keep Your Larson Storm Door
Closer Working Smoothly

Routine care will extend the life of your storm door closer and enhance its performance. Here are
some maintenance tips:



Regular Cleaning: Wipe down the closer and arm to prevent dust and grime buildup.

Lubrication: Every six months, lubricate the moving parts to reduce friction and wear.

Inspect for Leaks: Check the closer body for hydraulic fluid leaks, which indicate a need for
replacement.

Check Screws and Fasteners: Periodically tighten all screws to ensure the closer remains
securely attached.

Taking these steps will help maintain smooth and quiet operation and prevent unexpected issues.

Why Choosing Larson Storm Door Closers is a Smart
Choice

Larson is a trusted brand known for its durability and quality in storm doors and accessories. Their
door closers are engineered for reliable, quiet operation and are designed to fit perfectly with their
door systems. Installing and adjusting Larson storm door closers according to the manufacturer’s
instructions guarantees a functional, long-lasting door that enhances your home’s comfort and
security.

If you value ease of use and durability, following the Larson storm door closer instructions and
keeping up with routine maintenance will make your investment worthwhile.

As you work through your installation or adjustment, remember that patience and attention to detail
are key. With the right approach, your Larson storm door closer will provide years of trouble-free
operation, protecting your home while adding convenience to your daily routine.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I install a Larson storm door closer?
To install a Larson storm door closer, first attach the closer arm bracket to the door frame, then
connect the closer arm to the door. Adjust the tension screw to control the closing speed. Refer to
the specific model’s manual for detailed step-by-step instructions.

How can I adjust the closing speed on a Larson storm door
closer?
Locate the adjustment screw on the Larson storm door closer, usually found on the closer body. Turn
the screw clockwise to slow down the closing speed or counterclockwise to speed it up. Make small
adjustments and test the door after each turn.



What tools are needed to install a Larson storm door closer?
Common tools required include a Phillips screwdriver, a flathead screwdriver, a drill with bits, a
measuring tape, and possibly a wrench depending on the model. Always check the instruction
manual for any model-specific tools.

Why is my Larson storm door closer not closing the door
completely?
This could be due to improper tension adjustment, misalignment of the closer arm, or obstructions in
the door track. Try tightening the tension screw and ensure the closer arm is securely attached and
aligned. If the problem persists, inspect the door frame and hinges.

Can I install a Larson storm door closer on any storm door
model?
Larson storm door closers are designed for compatibility with most Larson storm doors, but it’s best
to verify compatibility with your specific model. Check the product specifications or contact Larson
customer support for confirmation.

How do I replace a broken Larson storm door closer?
To replace it, remove the existing closer by unscrewing the mounting brackets on the door and
frame. Install the new closer in the same position, following the installation instructions. Adjust the
tension and test the door closing after installation.

Is it possible to adjust a Larson storm door closer for different
wind conditions?
Yes, the tension on Larson storm door closers can be adjusted to accommodate different wind
conditions. Increase the tension for stronger winds to ensure the door closes firmly, and reduce
tension in lighter wind areas to prevent slamming.

Where can I find official Larson storm door closer
instructions?
Official Larson storm door closer instructions can be found on the Larson website under the support
or downloads section. Additionally, instruction manuals often come with the product packaging or
can be requested from Larson customer service.

Additional Resources
Larson Storm Door Closer Instructions: A Detailed Guide for Proper Installation and Adjustment

larson storm door closer instructions are essential for homeowners and professionals seeking to
install, maintain, or troubleshoot Larson storm doors effectively. These instructions guide users



through the proper setup of the door closer mechanism, ensuring smooth operation, safety, and
longevity of the storm door. Given the popularity of Larson storm doors for their durability and
aesthetic appeal, understanding the correct procedure for handling the door closer is crucial. This
article delves into the components of Larson door closers, installation best practices, adjustment
techniques, and troubleshooting tips, providing a comprehensive resource for users of all skill levels.

Understanding Larson Storm Door Closers

The storm door closer is a hydraulic or pneumatic device that controls the speed and force with
which a storm door closes. Larson, a well-established brand in the market, offers a range of storm
doors equipped with closers designed to prevent slamming, reduce wear and tear, and enhance
safety by ensuring the door closes securely. The closer mechanism typically consists of a cylinder
filled with fluid, an adjustable arm, mounting brackets, and screws.

Larson storm door closers are generally pre-installed on many models, but replacing or re-adjusting
the closer is common when the door begins to close too quickly, too slowly, or fails to latch properly.
Proper knowledge of the closer’s functionality and adjustment capabilities can prolong the life of the
door and improve user experience.

Key Features of Larson Door Closers

- **Adjustable Closing Speed:** Most Larson closers allow fine-tuning of the door’s closing speed via
a screw or valve, enabling customization based on wind conditions and door weight.
- **Durability:** Made from corrosion-resistant materials to withstand outdoor elements.
- **Ease of Installation:** Designed for straightforward mounting on a variety of door frames.
- **Smooth Operation:** Hydraulic fluid inside the closer ensures a controlled, smooth closing
motion without abrupt slamming.

Step-by-Step Larson Storm Door Closer Instructions

Navigating the installation or adjustment of a Larson storm door closer involves several critical
steps. Whether installing a new closer or recalibrating an existing one, following manufacturer
instructions is vital to ensure optimal performance.

Installation Process

Installing a Larson storm door closer typically involves the following:

Preparation: Gather all necessary tools such as a screwdriver, drill, measuring tape, and the1.
closer kit itself. Ensure the door and frame are clean and free from obstacles.

Mounting the Closer Body: Identify the appropriate side of the door where the closer should2.



be installed (usually the hinge side). Use the template provided in the Larson instructions to
mark screw holes.

Attaching the Arm: Connect the adjustable arm to the closer body. This arm will link the3.
closer to the door frame, controlling the closing motion.

Securing to the Door Frame: Attach the arm’s other end to the door frame bracket,4.
ensuring all screws are tight but not overtightened to avoid stripping.

Testing Alignment: Open and close the door slowly to test the alignment and movement of5.
the closer arm. Adjust as necessary before proceeding.

Adjustment Instructions

Larson storm door closer instructions emphasize the need for fine-tuning to achieve the desired
closing speed and latching force. Incorrect adjustment can result in the door slamming shut or
failing to latch securely.

Locate the Adjustment Screw: Usually found on the closer body, this screw controls the
hydraulic flow, hence the door’s closing speed.

Adjust Closing Speed: Using a screwdriver, turn the adjustment screw clockwise to slow the
closing speed or counterclockwise to speed it up. Make incremental adjustments and test by
opening and releasing the door.

Set Latching Speed: Some Larson closers feature a separate latching speed adjustment to
control the final few inches of the door closing. Adjust this to ensure the door catches firmly
without slamming.

Check Arm Tension: Adjust the tension of the closer arm if the door doesn’t close fully or if it
feels too loose. This might require repositioning or tightening the arm components.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper installation and adjustment, users may encounter common problems with Larson
storm door closers. Understanding potential issues and remedies can save time and costs associated
with professional service calls.

Door Slamming Shut

If the storm door closes too quickly, slamming against the frame, it indicates that the closing speed



is set too fast. This can be corrected by:

Turning the adjustment screw clockwise to slow the hydraulic fluid flow.

Checking for any obstructions or damage to the closer arm or mounting brackets.

Lubricating moving parts if they appear stiff or corroded.

Door Fails to Fully Close or Latch

A door that doesn’t latch may be due to insufficient closing force or improper arm alignment.

Increase the closing speed slightly by turning the adjustment screw counterclockwise.

Verify that the closer arm is securely fastened and correctly positioned according to Larson’s
specifications.

Inspect door hinges and frame for warping or damage affecting alignment.

Leaks or Hydraulic Fluid Issues

Though rare, hydraulic fluid leaks from the closer body can impair functionality.

Look for visible signs of fluid leakage or damage to the closer casing.

Replace the closer unit if leakage is confirmed, as repair is generally not feasible.

Ensure replacement closer matches the model and specifications recommended by Larson.

Comparing Larson Door Closers with Competitors

Larson storm door closers are often compared with other brands like Andersen and Pella. While all
offer reliable door closer systems, Larson is recognized for its balance of affordability, ease of
installation, and durable construction.

- **Durability:** Larson closers perform well in harsh weather conditions thanks to corrosion-
resistant finishes.



- **Adjustability:** Larson’s closers provide straightforward adjustment options, which can be more
user-friendly compared to some competitors.
- **Price Point:** Generally, Larson products fall into a moderate price range, offering good value for
homeowners focused on quality without premium costs.

However, some users may find Larson’s hydraulic closers slightly noisier than pneumatic models
offered by other brands. This difference might influence choice depending on user preference for
quieter operation.

Maintenance Tips for Larson Storm Door Closers

Routine maintenance extends the lifespan and performance of Larson storm door closers. Users are
advised to:

Regularly clean the closer and arm to prevent dirt and debris buildup.

Inspect mounting screws quarterly and tighten if necessary.

Lubricate pivot points with a silicone-based lubricant to maintain smooth motion.

Adjust closing and latching speeds seasonally to compensate for temperature-related fluid
viscosity changes.

Such upkeep ensures the door closer operates efficiently year-round, even under varying weather
conditions.

In summary, mastering the Larson storm door closer instructions equips users with the knowledge
to install, adjust, and maintain their storm door closers effectively. This not only enhances door
performance but also contributes to home security and energy efficiency by ensuring the storm door
closes properly every time.
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