history of women artists

History of Women Artists: A Journey Through Time and Creativity

history of women artists is a fascinating and often underrepresented story
that spans centuries of creativity, resilience, and evolving social dynamics.
From the earliest cave paintings to contemporary installations, women have
contributed profoundly to the arts despite facing significant barriers.
Exploring this history not only sheds light on remarkable talents but also
reveals how societal structures shaped the opportunities and recognition of
women in the art world.

Early Beginnings: Women in Ancient and Medieval
Art

When we think about the history of women artists, it’s important to realize
that women have been involved in artistic creation for millennia. However,
much of their work has been overshadowed or lost due to historical biases. In
ancient civilizations such as Egypt and Greece, women often played roles as
artisans, potters, and textile creators. For example, some ancient Egyptian
tomb paintings depict women as painters or involved in craft production,
indicating their active participation.

During the medieval period, women’s artistic contributions were frequently
tied to religious contexts. Nuns in convents illuminated manuscripts, created
textiles, and produced religious iconography. Hildegard of Bingen, a 12th-
century abbess, was not only a composer and writer but also created visionary
artwork that has survived to this day. Unfortunately, many female artists
remained anonymous, as societal norms discouraged women from signing their
works or pursuing art as a professional career.

Barriers to Recognition

The history of women artists is marked by restrictions that limited their
access to formal training and artistic institutions. Art academies, which
emerged in the Renaissance and continued through the centuries, often barred
women from enrollment or limited their participation. Life drawing classes,
crucial for mastering human anatomy, were typically off-limits to women,
putting them at a disadvantage compared to their male counterparts.

The Renaissance and Baroque Eras: Breaking
Through the Canvas

The Renaissance, a period celebrated for its artistic innovation, saw a few
exceptional women emerge despite the constraints. Artists like Sofonisba
Anguissola and Lavinia Fontana gained recognition for their portraits and
religious paintings. Anguissola, an Italian painter, was admired by
Michelangelo and even served as a court painter. Lavinia Fontana, also from
Italy, was one of the earliest professional female artists to support herself



through commissions.

In the Baroque era, Artemisia Gentileschi stands out as a pioneering figure
whose dramatic and powerful paintings challenged gender norms. Her work often
portrayed strong female protagonists, reflecting her own turbulent life
experiences. Gentileschi’s story is a testament to the resilience and talent
of women artists navigating a male—-dominated art world.

Challenges and Triumphs

Although these women achieved fame, they were exceptions rather than the
rule. Many female artists had to rely on family connections or male relatives
to access training and patronage. The history of women artists from this
period reveals a persistent struggle for acknowledgment and the need to
balance societal expectations with artistic ambition.

18th and 19th Centuries: Expanding Horizons and
Institutional Changes

The Enlightenment and subsequent centuries brought gradual changes. The rise
of art academies and salons in Europe began to open doors for women, albeit
slowly and unevenly. Prominent artists such as Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun, a
favorite portraitist of Marie Antoinette, gained fame and financial success.
Her work demonstrated that women could excel in the highly competitive world
of portrait painting.

The 19th century saw more formal efforts to include women in art education.
Institutions like the Académie Julian in Paris admitted female students,
offering them the opportunity to study alongside men. This period also
witnessed the emergence of Impressionism, with artists like Berthe Morisot
and Mary Cassatt breaking new ground in style and subject matter. Their
innovative approaches helped redefine how women were perceived in art
circles.

The Role of Female Collectives and Exhibitions

Women artists began forming their own networks and exhibitions to circumvent
exclusion from mainstream venues. These collectives fostered collaboration
and provided platforms for showcasing their work. Understanding these
developments is key to appreciating how the history of women artists involves
not only individual talent but also collective activism.

20th Century and Beyond: Women Claiming Their
Space

The 20th century marked a turning point with the rise of feminist movements
that challenged systemic inequalities in the art world. Female artists gained
greater visibility and began to explore themes related to identity, gender,
and social issues. Figures such as Frida Kahlo, Georgia O’'Keeffe, and Louise



Bourgeois became icons, celebrated for their unique voices and groundbreaking
contributions.

The history of women artists in this era is also intertwined with broader
cultural shifts. The expansion of galleries, museums, and art markets created
new opportunities. Yet, disparities remained, prompting ongoing efforts to
highlight overlooked women artists and rewrite art history to be more
inclusive.

Contemporary Perspectives and Recognition

Today, the legacy of women artists continues to grow. Institutions are
increasingly curating exhibitions dedicated to women’s achievements, and
scholars are uncovering forgotten artists from past centuries. The
conversation around gender equity in art has expanded to include
intersectional identities, reflecting a richer and more diverse artistic
landscape.

For aspiring artists and art lovers alike, understanding the history of women
artists offers valuable insights into perseverance and creativity. It
encourages us to guestion traditional narratives and appreciate the depth and
breadth of contributions made by women throughout history.

Why the History of Women Artists Matters Today

Recognizing the history of women artists is crucial not only for honoring
their work but also for inspiring future generations. It challenges outdated
prejudices and encourages a more equitable art world. By learning about these
trailblazers, we gain a deeper appreciation for the cultural and social
contexts in which art is created.

Moreover, museums, educators, and critics who engage with this history help
shape a more inclusive art narrative. This ongoing effort ensures that
women'’s voices remain integral to the evolving story of artistic expression.

The journey through the history of women artists is a testament to
creativity’s power to transcend barriers and reshape society. From ancient
artisans to contemporary visionaries, women have continuously enriched the
tapestry of art with courage, innovation, and passion.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the first recognized professional
woman artist in history?
Artemisia Gentileschi (1593-c.1656) is often regarded as the first recognized

professional woman artist in Western art history, known for her powerful
Baroque paintings.



How did women artists contribute to the Renaissance
period?
Women artists in the Renaissance, such as Sofonisba Anguissola and Lavinia

Fontana, contributed significantly by producing portraits and religious
works, challenging gender norms despite limited access to formal training.

What challenges did women artists face in the 19th
century?

In the 19th century, women artists faced limited access to art academies,
exclusion from life drawing classes, and societal expectations that
restricted their professional opportunities.

Who was the first woman admitted to the Royal Academy
of Arts in London?

Angelica Kauffman was one of the first two women admitted to the Royal
Academy of Arts in London in 1768, marking a significant milestone for women
artists.

How did the feminist art movement impact women
artists?

The feminist art movement of the 1970s brought attention to women artists,
challenged the male-dominated art world, and promoted the inclusion of
women's perspectives and histories in art.

What role did women artists play in the Impressionist
movement ?

Women artists like Berthe Morisot and Mary Cassatt were central to the
Impressionist movement, contributing innovative techniques and perspectives
that enriched the style.

Why were many women artists historically overlooked
in art history?

Women artists were often overlooked due to gender biases, limited access to
education and exhibitions, and the dominance of male artists in art
historical narratives.

Who is Frida Kahlo and why is she significant in the
history of women artists?

Frida Kahlo (1907-1954) was a Mexican painter known for her vivid self-
portraits and exploration of identity, pain, and culture, becoming an iconic
figure in feminist art history.

How did women artists influence modern and



contemporary art?

Women artists have influenced modern and contemporary art by introducing new
themes, techniques, and perspectives, expanding the boundaries of art and
advocating for social change.

What steps are being taken to recognize and promote
the history of women artists today?

Museums, galleries, and scholars are increasingly curating exhibitions,
publishing research, and creating platforms dedicated to women artists to
address historical gaps and promote their recognition.

Additional Resources

**The History of Women Artists: Unveiling a Legacy of Creativity and
Resilience**

history of women artists reveals a complex narrative of talent, struggle, and
gradual recognition within the broader art world. For centuries, women
creators have contributed significantly to artistic innovation, yet their
achievements were often marginalized or obscured by prevailing gender biases
and social constraints. Understanding this history not only sheds light on
the contributions of individual women artists but also challenges the
traditional art historical canon, which has predominantly celebrated male
figures.

The journey through the history of women artists is marked by periods of both
visibility and erasure. Despite the obstacles, many women broke through these
barriers, offering unique perspectives and styles that enriched various art
movements. Contemporary scholarship and exhibitions increasingly emphasize
the importance of integrating women’s artistic legacies into the mainstream
discourse, reflecting a growing commitment to inclusivity and diversity in
art history.

Historical Context and Early Contributions

Tracing the history of women artists requires revisiting epochs where
documentation of female creativity was scarce. In ancient and medieval times,
societal norms largely restricted women’s participation in artistic
professions, confining them to domestic roles. However, some women managed to
establish themselves as painters, sculptors, and illuminators. For instance,
in the Renaissance, figures like Sofonisba Anguissola and Lavinia Fontana
emerged as pioneering painters, gaining patronage and recognition despite a
male-dominated field.

The lack of formal training opportunities for women often hindered their
artistic development. Art academies, which became prominent in the 16th and
17th centuries, rarely admitted female students. This exclusion perpetuated a
cycle of limited wvisibility and undervaluation of women’s artistry.
Nevertheless, many women navigated these barriers through familial
connections, apprenticeships, or by working within private spheres.



Barriers to Recognition and Access

One of the critical challenges in the history of women artists has been
restricted access to artistic education and professional networks. Unlike
their male counterparts, women were often denied entry to life drawing
classes, which were essential for mastering human anatomy—a foundational
skill in many art genres. This limitation influenced the subjects women
artists could explore, often steering them toward still lifes, portraiture,
and domestic scenes rather than historical or mythological themes prized by
academies.

Moreover, social expectations regarding women’s roles curtailed their ability
to sustain independent artistic careers. Marriage and motherhood frequently
imposed additional responsibilities, limiting time and resources. Women
artists’ works were less likely to be exhibited or sold in prominent
galleries, which affected their economic independence and professional
stature.

Women Artists in the 18th and 19th Centuries

The enlightenment and subsequent centuries brought gradual changes in women’s
roles in society and culture. The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed an
increase in women artists who gained public acclaim and contributed
significantly to evolving artistic styles, from Neoclassicism to Romanticism
and Realism.

Artists like Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun, a celebrated portraitist of Marie
Antoinette, exemplify the era’s complexities. Vigée Le Brun’s adeptness in
navigating court politics and patronage systems allowed her to achieve
unprecedented fame for a woman artist of her time. Similarly, Mary Cassatt,
an American Impressionist, challenged gender norms by depicting intimate
domestic scenes with a keen psychological insight, contributing to a broader
acceptance of women’s perspectives in modern art.

Impact of Art Institutions and Societal Shifts

During this period, some art academies began to open their doors to women,
albeit often with restrictions. The Royal Academy of Arts in London admitted
its first female member, Angelica Kauffman, in the late 18th century,
signaling a slow but meaningful shift. However, full parity remained elusive,
and women continued to face systemic disadvantages in training, exhibition
opportunities, and critical reception.

The rise of feminist movements in the late 19th century paralleled increased
advocacy for women’s rights in art. Organizations and exhibitions dedicated
to women artists emerged, fostering community and visibility. This activism
laid groundwork for the 20th century’s more radical transformations in the
art world.

20th Century and Contemporary Recognition



The 20th century marked a turning point in the history of women artists,
characterized by both groundbreaking achievements and ongoing struggles.
Modernist movements, such as Cubism, Surrealism, and Abstract Expressionism,
saw significant contributions from women who challenged conventions and
expanded artistic language.

Pioneers like Georgia O’'Keeffe redefined American modernism with her bold,
abstracted natural forms, while Frida Kahlo’s deeply personal and symbolic
works addressed identity, pain, and politics. These artists not only gained
critical acclaim but also inspired subsequent generations to explore diverse
themes and mediums.

Challenges and Progress in the Contemporary Era

Despite increased visibility, women artists in the contemporary art scene
continue to face disparities in gallery representation, auction prices, and
critical recognition compared to men. Studies reveal that works by women
consistently sell for lower prices and occupy fewer museum collections
globally.

Efforts to address these imbalances include dedicated exhibitions, academic
research, and digital platforms that highlight women’s artistic
contributions. Initiatives like the Guerrilla Girls have brought attention to
gender inequalities in museums and galleries, advocating for systemic change.

Key Figures and Their Legacies

Throughout history, certain women artists have become emblematic of the
perseverance and innovation that define the broader narrative. Examples
include:

e Artemisia Gentileschi: A Baroque painter known for powerful depictions
of biblical heroines, challenging the male gaze and asserting female
agency.

e Camille Claudel: A sculptor whose work combined emotional intensity with
technical mastery, often overshadowed by her association with Auguste
Rodin.

e Yayoi Kusama: A contemporary artist whose pioneering work in
installation, sculpture, and performance art addresses mental health and
infinite repetition.

These artists’ legacies contribute to a richer understanding of art history,
illustrating how women have shaped artistic innovation across periods and
styles.

Reevaluating Art History: The Role of



Scholarship and Exhibitions

The history of women artists is increasingly being reexamined through
feminist art history and critical theory lenses. Scholars and curators are
uncovering overlooked archives, reassessing attributions, and challenging
canonical narratives.

Major museums worldwide have organized exhibitions dedicated to women
artists, sometimes for the first time on a large scale. These shows provide
visibility and create dialogues about the systemic factors that influenced
art history. In addition, digital technology and social media offer new
opportunities for artists and historians to connect with wider audiences,
democratizing access to art knowledge.

The ongoing reevaluation of women’s roles in art history not only enriches
the cultural landscape but also encourages future generations to engage with
art in a more inclusive and nuanced way. This evolving narrative underscores
the importance of recognizing diverse voices and experiences that have
historically been marginalized.

The history of women artists is a testament to resilience, creativity, and
gradual transformation within a field long shaped by gendered dynamics. While
challenges persist, the expanding recognition of women’s contributions
continues to reshape the art world, inviting deeper appreciation and critical
reflection on the legacies that women have forged.

History Of Women Artists

history of women artists: Women Artists in History Wendy Slatkin, 1990 The careers and
accomplishments of women creators in Western Civilization are described in an accessible and
informative mattner in the Second Edition of Women Artists in History: From Antiquity to the 20th
Century. Over sixty artists, mostly painters and sculptors, are featured in this book. Selections were
based on each woman's unique and important contributions to the history of art. each artist
measures up to the same rigorous standards applied to male artists in other survey texts. To
understand and appreciate the achievements of these outstanding women, this volume takes a
thorough look at the cultural environment in which they lived and worked, as well as the social,
economic, and demographic factors that influenced their art. --From back cover

history of women artists: A History of Women Artists Hugo Munsterberg, 1975

history of women artists: Women Artists Donna G. Bachmann, Sherry Piland, 1978
Bibliografia sobre mujeres dedicadas al arte (pintoras, escultoras,arquitectos) dividida en dos
partes. En la primera se incluyen obras de caracter general, subdivididas en tres grupos: libros,
publicaciones periddicas y catalogos de exposiciones. La segunda parte contiene las obras escritas
sobre artistas individuales. Esta seccion se divide por siglos, listando alfabéticamente la bibliografia
sobre cada autora dentro de cada siglo.

history of women artists: The Necessary Existence of God William Honyman Gillespie,
2010-09

history of women artists: Women Artists in History Wendy Slatkin, 1997 Details the
contributions of women artists to the history of visual arts with works from such mediums as
painting, sculpture, and photography illustrating the work.



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-094/history-of-women-artists.pdf

history of women artists: Women Artists in the Modern Era Susan Waller, 1991-07 Now
available in paper! This anthology brings together selections from sixty-one primary source
documents artist's letters, journals, and memoirs; critics' reviews; and minutes and reports of
artists' societies and schools that illuminate the experience of women artists from the
mid-eighteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries in the United States and Europe. In addition to
material related to the work of such well-known painters and sculptors as Elisabeth-Louise
Vigee-Lebrun, Angelica Kauffmann, Rosa Bonheur, Harriet Hosmer, Cecilia Beaux, Marie
Bashkirtseff, Berthe Morisot, Sonia Delaunay-Terk, and Barbara Hepworth, the volume includes
material related to the work of amateur artists and women in ceramics and textiles. Cloth edition
published in 1991.

history of women artists: An Encyclopedia of Women Artists of the American West Phil
Kovinick, Marian Yoshiki-Kovinick, 1998 This encyclopedia is a biographical dictionary of some
1,000 women artists of the American West. The product of a twenty-year, coast-to-coast research
project by authors Phil Kovinick and Marian Yoshiki-Kovinick, it offers accurate, concise
introductions to women painters, graphic artists, and sculptors, all of whom achieved recognition as
depictors of Western subjects between the 1840s and 1980. Their styles range from
representationalism to early modernism, while their works depict everything from bold landscapes
and scenes of intensive action to studies of Native Americans, pioneers, ranchers, farmers, wildlife,
and flora. Each entry in the encyclopedia features the salient facts of the artist's life and career, with
attention to her work with Western subject matter. Many of the entries also contain a selected list of
the artist's exhibitions, current locations of her work in public collections, pertinent references, and
a black-and-white example of her work. An overview of the history of women in western art
complements the biographical entries.

history of women artists: Painting Women Deborah Cherry, 1993 Victorian women artists
were producers, spectators, and purchasers of women's art throughout the nineteenth century,
rather than the passive Angels of the Hearth myth that they are often portrayed as. By examining
the ways in which women networked and formed distinct cultural discourses, Painting Women
evokes a powerful sense of women's pleasures in, and support of, women's culture.

history of women artists: Women & Art Elsa Honig Fine, 1978-01-01

history of women artists: Victorian Women Artists Pamela Gerrish Nunn, 1987

history of women artists: Women Artists Nancy Heller, 1997 With its lavish color illustrations -
the paintings and sculptures are all reproduced in full color - and numerous documentary pictures of
the artists themselves, Women Artists: An Illustrated History provides an unprecedented wealth of
visual material on the subject. This updated third edition adds several new international artists -
including Mona Hatoum, Kiki Smith, Carne May Weems, and Rachel Whiteread - to bring the content
up to the minute. Nancy G. Heller's text offers a lively overview of the obstacles that women
encountered - restricted access to education and apprenticeship, social pressures to marry and
mother, limited opportunities to travel and exhibit - but she most emphasizes the ingenious ways
that generations of women artists circumvented these obstacles to establish themselves as
well-respected professionals.

history of women artists: Why Have There Been No Great Women Artists? Linda Nochlin,
Catherine Grant, 2021-05-27 Linda Nochlins seminal essay on women artists is widely acknowledged
as the first real attempt at a feminist history of art. Nochlin refused to handle the question of why
there had been no great women artists on its own, corrupted, terms. Instead, she dismantled the
very concept of greatness, unravelling the basic assumptions that had centred a male-coded genius
in the study of art. With unparalleled insight and startling wit, Nochlin laid bare the acceptance of a
white male viewpoint in art historical thought as not merely a moral failure, but an intellectual one.
Freedom, as she sees it, requires women to risk entirely demolishing the art worlds institutions, and
rebuilding them anew in other words, to leap into the unknown. In this stand-alone anniversary
edition, Nochlins essay is published alongside its reappraisal, Thirty Years After. Written in an era of
thriving feminist theory, as well as queer theory, race and postcolonial studies, Thirty Years After is



a striking reflection on the emergence of a whole new canon. With reference to Joan Mitchell, Louise
Bourgeois, Cindy Sherman and many more, Nochlin diagnoses the state of women and art with
unmatched precision and verve. Why Have There Been No Great Women Artists? has become a
slogan and rallying cry that resonates across culture and society; Dior even adopted it in their 2018
collections. In the 2020s, at a time when certain patriarchal values are making a comeback,
Nochlin's message could not be more urgent: as she herself put it in 2015, there is still a long way to
go.
history of women artists: Women Artists in History from Antiquity to the Present (Fifth

Edition) Wendy Slatkin, 2019-04 Women Artists in History from Antiquity to the Present introduces
students to the many ways in which women have participated in the visual cultures of their societies
throughout history. The book focuses on women artists and the issues that directly impacted
women's opportunities to become artists. Part I examines the sparse yet promising documentation of
women in art from prehistory through the Middle Ages. In Part II, students learn about an inspiring
group of women artists who overcame institutional barriers to acquire skills and pursue professional
careers from 1400 - 1800. Part III spans a deeply transitional century during which thousands of
women developed professional skills and comprised about one-half of the total population of artists.
Part IV explores how the development of Modernism worked to marginalize the works of women
artists from 1900 - 1970. In the final part, the positive effects of feminism for women artists in the
United States and internationally, are examined. The fifth edition has been revised to incorporate
current scholarship, supplying students with a wealth of new insights with regard to factual data and
interpretive strategies. Suggested readings at the end of each chapter provide easy access to the
expanded scholarly literature. Featuring more than 110 images, in color, numerous excerpts from
primary sources, a glossary, and curated list of readings, Women Artists in History from Antiquity to
the Present is ideal for introductory courses in art history, women's studies, and gender studies.

history of women artists: Women Artists and the Parisian Avant-garde Gillian Perry, 1995
A re-presentation of women artists whose works were widely exhibited and regularly featured in the
French art press and in modern art surveys from 1900 to the 1920s, but who largely disappeared
from public view after World War II. The analysis of their work unravels the cultural, aesthetic, and
economic reasons for their absence, particularly the issue of feminine and masculine categories in
art. The artists featured include: Emilie Charmy, Jacqueline Marval, Maria Blanchard, Alice Halicka,
Marevna, Alice Bailly, Marie Vassiliev, Suzanne Roger, and Mela Muter. The text includes fine color
reproductions, bibliographic appendices, and an excerpt from Marevna's writings. Distributed by St.
Martin's Press. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

history of women artists: Women, Art, and Society Whitney Chadwick, 2021-04-01 Whitney
Chadwicks acclaimed study challenges the assumption that great women artists are exceptions to
the rule, who transcended their sex to produce major works of art. While acknowledging the many
women whose contribution to visual culture since the Middle Ages have often been neglected,
Chadwicks survey amounts to much more than an alternative canon of women artists: it re-examines
the works themselves and the ways in which they have been perceived as marginal, often in direct
reference to gender. In her discussion of feminism and its influence on such a reappraisal, the
author also addresses the closely related issues of ethnicity, class and sexuality. With a new preface
and epilogue from an exciting new authority on the history of women artists, this revised edition
continues the project of charting the evolution of feminist art history and pedagogy in recent years,
revealing how artists have responded to new strategies of feminism for the current moment.

history of women artists: The Short Story of Women Artists Susie Hodge, 2020 The Short
Story of Women Artists tells the full history - from the breakthroughs that women have made in
pushing for parity with male artists, to the important contributions made to otherwise
male-dominated artistic movements, and the forgotten and obscured artists who are now being
rediscovered and reassessed. Accessible, concise and richly illustrated, the book reveals the
connections between different periods, artists and styles, giving readers a thorough understanding
and broad enjoyment of the full achievements that female artists have made.



history of women artists: London’s Women Artists, 1900-1914 Mengting Yu, 2020-09-16
Drawing on untapped archives, as well as aggregating a wide range of existing published sources,
this book recalibrates the understanding of women artists’ roles, outputs and receptions in London
during what was indubitably a vibrant and innovative period in the history of British art, and in
which the work of their male contemporaries is so well understood. The book takes its starting point
from Alicia Foster’s article “Gwen John’s Self-Portrait: Art, Identity and Women Students at the
Slade School,” published in 2000, where the expression “a talented and decorative group” was
coined to describe common attitudes towards women artists in the late 19th and early 20th century
London. This pejorative attribution strongly implied a status less significant to that of their male
counterparts. The author challenges this statement's basic tenet by casting a wide net in examining
women'’s art education from the Slade School of Fine Art, through to the role of its graduates within
a selection of London’s exhibition groups, societies and publications. This book also reconstructs
‘from scratch’ the role of the Women'’s International Art Club (WIAC), hitherto entirely overlooked in
art historical studies of the era. This book will be of interest to students and researchers in art and
cultural history, gender studies,and in sociological studies of pre-War World War Britain.

history of women artists: A Revolution on Canvas Paris Spies-Gans, 2022-06-28 The first
collective, critical historical study of women artists in Britain and France during the Revolutionary
era A Revolution on Canvas argues that women artists professionalized in unprecedented numbers
during the Revolutionary era, engaging with the cultural and intellectual currents of their societies
and earning substantial incomes from their work despite the obstacles they encountered. Through
an interdisciplinary analysis of these artists' careers, this groundbreaking book argues that exactly
as political citizenship was being defined as a male privilege, women entered the public sphere as
professional artists in significant numbers for the first time. Its subjects include a number of
increasingly well-known painters, such as Angelica Kauffman, Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun, and Adélaide
Labille-Guiard, alongside copious other artists who were lauded in their own times but are
little-known in ours. This book challenges several longstanding assumptions and myths about
women's artistic activity during this period, ultimately presenting overwhelming evidence to contend
that with their art, women engaged profoundly with the cultural, political, and economic currents of
the Revolutionary era, navigating institutional inequalities that were often expressly designed to
exclude members of their sex in order to forge profitable artistic identities.

history of women artists: Women Artists and Writers Bridget Elliott, Jo-Ann Wallace, 1994
In this beautifully illustrated and provocative study, Bridget Elliott and Jo-Ann Wallace reappraise
women's literary and artistic contribution to Modernism. An important study in twentieth-century
cultural history.

history of women artists: Dictionary of Women Artists: Introductory surveys ; Artists,
A-I Delia Gaze, 1997 First Published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
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