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Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See: A Deep Dive into Friendship,
Culture, and History

snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see is more than just a historical
novel; it’s a touching exploration of friendship, tradition, and the
resilience of women in 19th century China. This beautifully crafted story
weaves together the intimate bond between two women with the broader tapestry
of Chinese culture and history, making it a compelling read that resonates on
many levels. If you’ve been curious about what makes this novel stand out or
are interested in its rich themes and cultural backdrop, this article will
guide you through everything you need to know.

Understanding the Story Behind Snow Flower and
the Secret Fan by Lisa See

The novel centers on the lifelong friendship between two women, Lily and Snow
Flower, who grow up together in a remote part of southern China during the
Qing Dynasty. Their relationship is bound by the traditional practice of
“laotong,” a special type of sworn sisterhood that is more profound than
ordinary friendship. Lisa See meticulously portrays how these bonds are
formed, maintained, and tested against the harsh realities of their time.

The Plot and Characters

At its heart, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See tells a story filled
with love, sacrifice, and cultural constraints. Lily and Snow Flower’s
friendship begins when they are young girls paired as laotong, a bond that
lasts their entire lives. They communicate using “nu shu,” a secret women’s
script that allowed them to share their deepest feelings in a society where
women often had little voice.

The novel follows their journey from childhood innocence to the trials of
adulthood. Both characters face traditional expectations, arranged marriages,
and the pressures of family honor. Their friendship provides a refuge but
also exposes the complexities and limitations imposed on women during that
era.

The Role of Nu Shu and the Secret Fan

One of the most fascinating elements of Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by
Lisa See is the use of nu shu, an ancient script used exclusively by women in
certain parts of China. This secret language symbolizes both empowerment and
oppression — it was a way for women to connect and express themselves in a
patriarchal society that otherwise silenced them.

The secret fan, embellished with nu shu messages, serves as a central motif
in the novel. It represents the hidden world of women’s thoughts, hopes, and



sorrows, passed back and forth between Lily and Snow Flower. This unique
cultural detail adds depth and authenticity to the story, making it not only
a novel about friendship but also an homage to a disappearing tradition.

Lisa See’s Portrayal of 19th Century Chinese
Society

Lisa See is renowned for her ability to bring historical periods to life
through immersive details and compelling storytelling. In Snow Flower and the
Secret Fan, she masterfully depicts the customs, social structure, and daily
lives of women in 19th-century China, particularly focusing on the rural
regions where traditions were most deeply rooted.

Women’s Roles and Challenges

The novel sheds light on the limited roles available to women during the Qing
Dynasty. From birth, girls were often seen as burdens due to societal
preferences for male heirs. Practices such as foot-binding, arranged
marriages, and strict familial obedience are explored with sensitivity and
nuance.

Lily and Snow Flower’s experiences highlight the emotional and physical
hardships women endured, as well as the subtle forms of resistance they
employed. Their laotong relationship offers emotional support, but also
underscores how women relied on each other to survive in a male-dominated
world.

Historical Accuracy and Cultural Research

Lisa See’s dedication to authenticity is evident throughout the novel. She
conducted extensive research into nu shu, foot-binding, and other cultural
practices to provide readers with an accurate portrayal of the era. This
attention to detail enriches the narrative and educates readers about a
lesser-known aspect of Chinese history.

For readers interested in historical fiction with a solid foundation in real
cultural traditions, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See stands out as
a prime example of how history and storytelling can beautifully intertwine.

The Themes That Resonate in Snow Flower and the
Secret Fan by Lisa See

Beyond its historical and cultural significance, the novel touches on
universal themes that continue to resonate with readers around the world.



Friendship and Loyalty

At its core, the story celebrates the power of friendship. Lily and Snow
Flower’s laotong bond transcends societal norms and personal hardships. Their
loyalty and understanding provide a poignant reminder of the human need for
connection and support, especially in difficult circumstances.

Silence and Communication

The use of nu shu highlights the theme of communication in a world where
women’s voices were often suppressed. The secret fan becomes a metaphor for
the ways people find to express themselves when direct speech is impossible
or dangerous.

This theme invites readers to reflect on how language and silence shape
relationships, and how marginalized groups find innovative ways to tell their
stories.

Tradition versus Change

The novel also explores the tension between adhering to tradition and the
desire for personal freedom. Lily and Snow Flower navigate this delicate
balance throughout their lives, embodying the struggles faced by many women
in historical and contemporary societies.

Why Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See
Continues to Captivate Readers

With its richly drawn characters, immersive setting, and emotionally charged
narrative, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See remains a beloved novel
for readers interested in historical fiction, women’s literature, and cross-
cultural stories.

Accessible Yet Deep Storytelling

Lisa See’s writing style is both accessible and evocative, making complex
cultural themes understandable without oversimplifying. The pacing keeps
readers engaged, while the emotional depth ensures the story stays with you
long after the last page.

Educational Value

For those curious about Chinese history and female experiences, the novel
offers valuable insights. It introduces readers to nu shu, foot-binding,
laotong relationships, and 19th-century customs in a narrative format that
feels personal and immediate.



Adaptations and Popularity

The novel’s popularity led to a film adaptation, which brought the story to a
wider audience. While the movie captures many of the novel’s key moments, the
book provides a richer and more nuanced experience, especially for those who
appreciate historical detail.

Tips for Readers Diving into Snow Flower and
the Secret Fan by Lisa See

If you’re planning to read Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See,
keeping a few things in mind can enhance your experience:

Familiarize Yourself with Historical Context: Understanding the Qing
Dynasty and traditional Chinese customs will deepen your appreciation
for the story.

Pay Attention to the Nu Shu Passages: The secret script adds layers of
meaning and emotional resonance to the narrative.

Reflect on the Themes: Consider how the themes of friendship,
communication, and tradition relate to your own life or modern society.

Explore Further: After finishing the book, you might want to read more
about nu shu or the history of women in China to enrich your
understanding.

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See offers a rare glimpse into a
hidden world of female friendship and cultural heritage. It’s a story that
invites empathy and reflection, reminding us of the enduring power of human
connection across time and place. Whether you are a fan of historical
fiction, interested in Chinese culture, or simply looking for a moving tale
of friendship, this novel has something meaningful to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Snow Flower and the Secret
Fan' by Lisa See?

'Snow Flower and the Secret Fan' explores themes of female friendship,
loyalty, and the constraints placed on women in 19th century China.

How does Lisa See portray the bond between Snow
Flower and Lily?

Lisa See portrays their bond as a deep, lifelong friendship forged through
the practice of laotong, a traditional Chinese form of sworn sisterhood.



What role does the secret fan play in the story?

The secret fan serves as a means of communication between Snow Flower and
Lily, allowing them to share their thoughts and emotions through nu shu, a
secret script used by women.

How accurate is the historical context in 'Snow
Flower and the Secret Fan'?

Lisa See conducted extensive research to accurately depict 19th century
Chinese culture, especially the practice of nu shu and the lives of women
during that period.

What cultural significance does nu shu have in the
novel?

Nu shu is a secret written language used exclusively by women in Hunan
province, symbolizing female solidarity and resistance against patriarchal
oppression.

In what ways does the novel address the status of
women in 19th century China?

The novel highlights the limited roles, arranged marriages, foot binding, and
societal expectations imposed on women, illustrating their struggles for
identity and freedom.

How does 'Snow Flower and the Secret Fan' compare to
Lisa See's other works?

Like many of Lisa See's novels, it focuses on Chinese history, women's
experiences, and intricate relationships, blending historical detail with
emotional storytelling.

What lessons can modern readers learn from 'Snow
Flower and the Secret Fan'?

Modern readers can learn about the power of friendship, cultural resilience,
and the importance of understanding and preserving women's histories and
voices.

Additional Resources
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See: A Deep Dive into Historical
Fiction and Female Friendship

snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see is a novel that delves into the
intricate tapestry of 19th-century Chinese society, exploring themes of
friendship, tradition, and resilience. Lisa See’s work stands as a poignant
narrative that weaves historical accuracy with emotional depth, offering
readers a window into a world rarely depicted with such nuance. This article
provides a comprehensive analysis of the novel, examining its literary
merits, cultural significance, and the ways it resonates with contemporary



audiences.

Exploring the Context of Snow Flower and the
Secret Fan by Lisa See

Set in the Qing Dynasty, "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" traces the lifelong
bond between two women, Lily and Snow Flower, who become laotong—an ancient
form of sworn sisterhood in China. The novel’s setting is not merely a
backdrop but a critical component that shapes the characters’ experiences and
the story’s progression. Lisa See’s meticulous research brings to life the
customs, social hierarchies, and gender norms that governed women’s lives
during this period.

The author’s choice to highlight the laotong relationship provides insight
into a unique cultural institution that emphasized emotional support and
loyalty among women in a patriarchal society. This focus distinguishes the
novel from typical historical fiction that often centers male perspectives,
thereby amplifying female voices within a restrictive environment.

Historical Accuracy and Cultural Representation

One of the novel’s standout features is its dedication to historical
authenticity. Lisa See incorporates detailed descriptions of foot-binding,
the secret written language known as nu shu, and the daily rituals that
defined women’s existence. Nu shu, in particular, serves as a powerful symbol
of female solidarity and resistance. Through the secret fan—an object on
which the characters write messages in nu shu—the narrative intertwines
language, secrecy, and intimacy.

The novel’s depiction of foot-binding is unflinchingly realistic, providing
readers with a visceral understanding of the physical and psychological pain
endured by women. This practice, often romanticized or overlooked in
literature, is portrayed here as a complex tradition intertwined with notions
of beauty, status, and control.

Literary Elements and Narrative Structure

Lisa See employs a dual narrative structure that alternates between the 19th-
century story of Lily and Snow Flower and the contemporary reflections of
Lily’s descendant, Nina. This approach not only bridges generations but also
allows the reader to witness the enduring impact of cultural heritage and
familial legacy.

The prose is both lyrical and accessible, balancing descriptive richness with
emotional clarity. The novel’s pacing accommodates the slow unfolding of the
characters’ relationship, mirroring the gradual deepening of trust and
understanding that defines true friendship.



Character Development and Themes

At its core, "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" is a study of female friendship
under extraordinary circumstances. Lily and Snow Flower’s bond is tested by
societal expectations, personal betrayals, and the harsh realities of their
environment. Their correspondence through the secret fan becomes a lifeline,
symbolizing the power of communication and empathy.

The novel also grapples with themes of sacrifice and endurance. It portrays
the limitations imposed on women, such as arranged marriages and limited
educational opportunities, while highlighting acts of rebellion and
resilience. The tension between individual desires and communal obligations
is a recurring motif that adds depth to the characters’ experiences.

Comparisons with Other Works in Historical
Fiction

When compared to other historical novels set in China, such as Pearl S.
Buck’s "The Good Earth" or Amy Tan’s "The Joy Luck Club," Lisa See’s "Snow
Flower and the Secret Fan" distinguishes itself through its focus on female
camaraderie and lesser-known cultural practices like nu shu. While Buck and
Tan often explore broader familial and societal dynamics, See zeroes in on
the intimate relationship between two women navigating a restrictive world.

In terms of narrative style, the novel balances historical detail with
emotional storytelling, similar to works by authors like Min Jin Lee.
However, See’s emphasis on secret language and the physicality of tradition
(foot-binding) adds unique layers that enrich the reader’s understanding of
the era.

Pros and Cons of Snow Flower and the Secret Fan

Pros:

Richly researched depiction of 19th-century China

Unique exploration of female friendship and secret communication

Emotionally resonant and well-paced narrative

Insightful portrayal of cultural traditions such as foot-binding and
nu shu

Cons:

Some readers may find the dual narrative structure occasionally
distracting

Slow pacing may challenge those seeking fast-moving plots



Heavy focus on cultural practices may limit appeal for readers less
interested in historical detail

Impact and Reception of Snow Flower and the
Secret Fan by Lisa See

Since its publication, "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" has garnered critical
acclaim for shedding light on an underrepresented aspect of Chinese history
and women’s experiences. It has been praised for its evocative storytelling
and cultural depth, prompting discussions about the historical treatment of
women and the resilience of female bonds.

The novel has also inspired adaptations, including a 2011 film, which further
expanded its reach and introduced its themes to a broader audience.
Educational institutions have incorporated the book into curricula exploring
gender studies, cultural history, and literature, underscoring its value as
both a literary and educational resource.

SEO Keywords Integration

For readers searching for historical fiction centered on Chinese culture,
"Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See" emerges as a compelling choice.
Keywords such as “historical Chinese novels,” “female friendship in
literature,” “nu shu language,” and “foot-binding in China” naturally align
with the novel’s content and themes. Additionally, phrases like “Lisa See
books,” “Qing Dynasty fiction,” and “secret fan symbolism” can guide
interested readers to discover this work and its unique narrative.

In exploring the genre of historical fiction about China, this novel stands
out for its detailed attention to cultural practices and the emotional
landscape of women constrained by tradition. Readers interested in novels
that explore deep emotional connections against a backdrop of historical
challenges will find "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" particularly enriching.

The book’s nuanced portrayal of laotong relationships offers insight into a
form of female friendship rarely depicted in Western literature, inviting
readers to reflect on the universality of human connection despite cultural
differences.

As literary tastes continue to evolve, the novel maintains relevance by
addressing timeless themes through the lens of a specific historical
experience, thus appealing to both history enthusiasts and those drawn to
stories of personal growth and resilience.

In sum, "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See" is more than a
historical novel; it is a testament to the enduring power of friendship and
the complexities of cultural tradition. Its blend of meticulous research and
heartfelt storytelling ensures its place as a significant contribution to
contemporary literature exploring China’s past and the female experience.



Snow Flower And The Secret Fan By Lisa See

  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Snow Flower and the Secret Fan Lisa See,
2006-04-04 Lily is the daughter of a humble farmer, and to her family she is just another expensive
mouth to feed. Then the local matchmaker delivers startling news: if Lily's feet are bound properly,
they will be flawless. In nineteenth-century China, where a woman's eligibility is judged by the shape
and size of her feet, this is extraordinary good luck. Lily now has the power to make a good marriage
and change the fortunes of her family. To prepare for her new life, she must undergo the agonies of
footbinding, learn nu shu, the famed secret women's writing, and make a very special friend, Snow
Flower. But a bitter reversal of fortune is about to change everything.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Snow Flower and the Secret Fan , 2011-09
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Snow Flower and the Secret Fan Lisa See, 2006
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: New-snow Flower and the Secret Fan [qs-35] Lisa
See, 2011
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Snow Flower and the Secret Fan Lisa See,
2005
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Study Guide SuperSummary, 2019-03-09
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 46-page guide for Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
by Lisa See includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 16 chapters, as well as
several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Teng
Ai-Mother Love and Wealth and Worth.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: The Street of a Thousand Blossoms Gail
Tsukiyama, 2025-09-23 Gail Tsukiyama's The Street of a Thousand Blossoms is a powerfully moving
masterpiece about tradition and change, loss and renewal, and love and family from a glorious
storyteller at the height of her powers. It is Tokyo in 1939. On the Street of a Thousand Blossoms,
two orphaned brothers dream of a future firmly rooted in tradition. The older boy, Hiroshi, shows
early signs of promise at the national obsession of sumo wrestling, while Kenji is fascinated by the
art of Noh theater masks. But as the ripples of war spread to their quiet neighborhood, the brothers
must put their dreams on hold—and forge their own paths in a new Japan. Meanwhile, the two young
daughters of a renowned sumo master find their lives increasingly intertwined with the fortunes of
their father's star pupil, Hiroshi.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Proceedings of the 2022 4th International
Conference on Literature, Art and Human Development (ICLAHD 2022) Bootheina Majoul,
Digvijay Pandya, Lin Wang, 2023-03-14 This is an open access book.The 4th International
Conference on Literature, Art and Human Development (ICLAHD 2022) was successfully held on
October 28th-30th, 2022 in Xi’an, China (virtual conference). ICLAHD 2022 brought together
academics and experts in the field of Literature, Art and Human Development research to a common
forum, promoting research and developmental activities in related fields as well as scientific
information interchange between researchers, developers, and engineers working all around the
world.We were honored to have Assoc. Prof. Chew Fong Peng from University of Malaya, Malaysia to
serve as our Conference Chair. The conference covered keynote speeches, oral presentations, and
online Q&A discussion, attracting over 300 individuals. Firstly, keynote speakers were each
allocated 30-45 minutes to hold their speeches. Then in the oral presentations, the excellent papers
selected were presented by their authors in sequence.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Night Owl Reviews Magazine, Issue 4 ,
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: My Mother, My Mirror Laura Fuerstein, 2009
An experienced psychotherapist explores how mothers unwittingly pass on their self-esteem and
body image issues to their daughters and shows readers how they can break the cycle.

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/snow-flower-and-the-secret-fan-by-lisa-see.pdf


  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Womanism Rising Layli Maparyan, 2025-01-07
Womanism Rising concludes Layli Maparyan’s three-book exploration of womanist studies. The
collection showcases new work by emerging womanist authors who expand the womanist idea while
extending womanism to new sites, new problems, and new audiences. Maparyan organizes the
contributions around five key ideas. The first section looks at womanist self-care as a life-saving
strategy. The second examines healing the Earth as a prerequisite to healing ourselves. In Part
Three, the essays illuminate how womanism’s politics of invitation provides a strategy for enlarging
humanity’s circle of inclusion, while Part Four considers womanism as both a challenge and antidote
to dehumanization. The final section delves into womanism’s potential for constructing worlds and
futures. In addition, Maparyan includes a section of works by womanist visual artists. Defiant and
far-sighted, Womanism Rising takes readers on a journey into a new generation of concepts, ideas,
and strategies for womanist studies.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Literatures of the World and the Future of
Comparative Literature , 2023-08-14 The 2019 congress of the International Comparative Literature
Association attracted many hundreds of scholars from all around the world to Macau. This volume
contains a modest selection of papers to discuss the four hottest fields of the discipline: the future of
comparison, the position of national and diaspora literature in the context of globalization, the
importance of translation, and the concepts of world literature. The contributions cover huge
geographical and cultural areas, but pay special attention to the connections between Western (both
American and European) and Asian (especially Indian and East-Asian) literatures. The literatures of
the world might be different but they are also connected.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Proceedings of the 2023 9th International
Conference on Humanities and Social Science Research (ICHSSR 2023) Rosila Bee Binti Mohd
Hussain, Jimmyn Parc, Jia Li, 2023-10-09 This is an open access book. 2023 9th International
Conference on Humanities and Social Science Research (ICHSSR 2023) will be held on April 21-23,
2022 in Beijing, China. Except that, ICHSSR 2023 is to bring together innovative academics and
industrial experts in the field of Humanities and Social Science Research to a common forum. We
will discuss and study about EDUCATION , SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES,
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES and other fields. ICHSSR 2022 also aims to provide a platform for
experts, scholars, engineers, technicians and technical R & D personnel to share scientific research
achievements and cutting-edge technologies, understand academic development trends, expand
research ideas, strengthen academic research and discussion, and promote the industrialization
cooperation of academic achievements. The conference sincerely invites experts, scholars, business
people and other relevant personnel from universities, scientific research institutions at home and
abroad to attend and exchange! The conference will be held every year to make it an ideal platform
for people to share views and experiences in financial innovation and economic development and
related areas.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: El abanico de seda Lisa See, 2013-04-13 Esta
novela es una ventana a un mundo asombroso, lejano y desconocido, un retrato vivo de la vida de
unas mujeres extraordinarias que dejará en el lector una impresión difícil de olvidar. En una remota
provincia de China, las mujeres crearon hace siglos un lenguaje secreto para comunicarse
libremente entre sí: el nu shu. Aisladas en sus casas y sometidas a la férrea autoridad masculina, el
nu shu era su única vía de escape. Mediante sus mensajes, escritos o bordados en telas, abanicos y
otros objetos, daban testimonio de un mundo tan sofisticado como implacable. El año 2002, la autora
de esta novela viajó a la provincia de Huan, cuna de esta milenaria escritura fonética, para
estudiarla en profundidad. Su prolongada estancia le permitió recoger testimonios de mujeres que la
conocían, así como de la última hablante de nu shu, la nonagenaria Yang Huanyi. A partir de
aquellas investigaciones, Lisa See concibió esta conmovedora historia sobre la amistad entre dos
mujeres, Lirio Blanco y Flor de Nieve. Como prueba de su buena estrella, la pequeña Lirio Blanco,
hija de una humilde familia de campesinos, será hermanada con Flor de Nieve, de muy diferente
ascendencia social. En una ceremonia ancestral, ambas se convierten en laotong -«mi otro yo» o



«alma gemela»-, un vínculo que perdurará toda la vida. Así pues, a lo largo de los años, Lirio Blanco
y Flor de Nieve se comunicarán gracias a ese lenguaje secreto, compartiendo sus más íntimos
pensamientos y emociones, y consolándose de las penalidades del matrimonio y la maternidad. El nu
shu las mantendrá unidas, hasta que un error de interpretación amenazará con truncar su profunda
amistad.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Being Sure of Each Other Kimberley Brownlee,
2020 Brownlee rethinks human rights theory to reflect the fact that we are deeply social creatures.
Our core social needs, for meaningful social inclusion, are more important than, and essential to, our
civil, political, and economic needs. This grounds a right against social deprivation and a right to the
resources to sustain other people.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: 360 Degrees of Reading W. E. Poplaski, 2007
What do Richard Dawkins, Jackie Robinson, and St Teresa have in common? .They all can be found
in this book 360 of Reading is a literature reference guide for high school students. It makes a great
stocking stuffer at Christmas, or 'end of school year' gift for that special student. Any student who
wants to read great literature will benefit from this book. It has reference pages for 360 books that
cover novels, drama, poetry, and a broad range of non-fiction. Each reference page includes
bibliographic information, a descriptive note, keywords and more. Furthermore, the books are
indexed by author, country of origin, date of first publication, and keywords. It also has an appendix
listing an additional forty titles. Twenty-four books by Pulitzer Prize winners and twenty-six books by
Nobel Prize in Literature winners are among the works listed in this reference guide.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Reveal Meggan Watterson, 2013-04-03
Harvard-trained theologian Meggan Watterson marched out of her church at age ten. With little-girl
clarity, she knew something tremendously crucial was missing…the voices of women. Watterson
became a theologian and a pilgrim to the divine feminine to find the missing stories and images of
women’s spiritual voices. She knew women’s voices had never been silenced, just buried. But what
she truly sought was her own spiritual voice inside her—the one veiled beneath years of self-doubt.
At a sacred site of the Black Madonna in Europe, Watterson had a revelation that changed her.
Rather than transcending the body, denying or ignoring it, being spiritual for her meant accepting
her body as sacred. Only then, Watterson realized could she hear the voice of unfaltering love inside
her- the voice of her soul. With passion, humor, and brutal honesty, Watterson draws on ancient
stories and lesser-known texts of the divine feminine, like The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, making
them modern and accessible to reveal the spiritual process she went through. She suggests that
being spiritual is simply about stripping down to the truth of who we really are. Through her
extensive work with women, Watterson found that she was not alone. There are countless women
who long for a spirituality that encourages embodiment rather than denies it, that inspires them to
abandon their fears but never themselves, and to be led by the audacious and fiercely loving voice of
truth inside them. No matter where you rest on the spectrum of spirituality; religious or secular,
devout believer or chronic doubter, freelance mystic or borderline agnostic, this story is about the
desire in all of us to want to shed everything that holds us back. Reveal provides what religions have
left out—the spiritual voice of a woman who has claimed her body as sacred—a woman who has
found the divine insider her. In essence, this is a manual for revealing your soul. I have spent the
majority of my life gathering stories of the divine feminine. Each time before getting my masters
degrees in theology and divinity, I went on a pilgrimage to sacred sites of the divine feminine
throughout Europe. The first one was with a group and the second was on my own… The stories of
the divine feminine, of Christianity’s Mary Magdalene, Catholicism’s Black Madonna, Hinduism’s
Kali ma, and Buddhism’s Green Tara for example, allowed me to begin to see that I wasn’t as much
of a spiritual misfit as I had thought. There was a red thread that became visible to me that ran
through so many of the world religions, especially through their mystics, relating that the way to
find the divine is to go within. And, that our potential to be transformed by going inward is exactly
the same whether we are a man or a woman. The real barometer of our spiritual potential is not our
sex, but the commitment of our desire to want to encounter the divine. Excerpt from Reveal



  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction
Joyce G. Saricks, 2009 This revised edition provides a way of understanding the vast universe of
genre fiction in an easy-to-use format. Expert readers' advisor Joyce Saricks offers groundbreaking
reconsideration of the connections among genres.
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Unseduced and Unshaken Rosalie De Rosset,
2012-08-01 You can’t afford to live casually, haphazardly. No matter your age, you were born into a
plethora of expectations of what it means to be a woman. How easily we assume impoverished views
of womanhood as we hoist beauty and desirability above the more enduring traits of self-possession
and dignity. We tend to live as divided and distracted selves, allowing our bodies and minds to drift
to opposite poles while swapping our pursuit of God for tamer, lesser loves. This collection of essays
is more than a call to modesty or chastity. It is a thoughtful provocation to speak well, read often,
make choices that reflect the character of God, and even to establish a theology of play or leisure.
Being intentional with your choices, cultivating your intellect, and taking seriously your voice
determines not only what kind of person you are, but also what kind of woman you will be.
“[Unseduced and Unshaken] raises the bar for young Christian women...It’s a call for all Christian
women to examine their personal faith presuppositions, deliberately choose a life of Biblical
‘dignity,’ and to not be frightened to allow ‘theology to inform our choices.’” Just Between Us,
Summer 2013 issue
  snow flower and the secret fan by lisa see: Selfies Craig Detweiler, 2018-04-03 Selfies are
ubiquitous. They can be silly or serious, casual or curated. Within moments, smart phone users can
capture their image and post it across multiple social media platforms to a global audience. But do
we truly understand the power of image in our image-saturated age? How can we seek God and care
for each other in digital spaces? Craig Detweiler, a nationally known writer and speaker and an avid
social media user, examines the selfie phenomenon, placing selfies within the long history of
self-portraits in art, literature, and photography. He shows how self-portraits change our perspective
of ourselves and each other in family dynamics, education, and discipleship. Challenging us to push
past unhealthy obsessions with beauty, wealth, and fame, Detweiler helps us to develop a thoughtful,
biblical perspective on selfies and social media and to put ourselves in proper relation to God and
each other. He also explains the implications of social media for an emerging generation, making
this book a useful conversation starter in homes, churches, and classrooms. Each chapter ends with
discussion questions and a photo assignment for creating a selfie in response to the chapter.
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