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principles of criminology edwin sutherland serve as a cornerstone in the study of crime and
criminal behavior. Sutherland’s work revolutionized the way we approach criminology, steering it
away from purely legalistic or moralistic interpretations and toward a more sociological
understanding. If you've ever wondered why people commit crimes or how society influences criminal
behavior, diving into Sutherland’s principles offers invaluable insights. His theories, especially the
concept of differential association, continue to shape criminological thought and research to this day.

The Legacy of Edwin Sutherland in Criminology

When discussing the principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland laid out, it’s impossible to ignore his
immense impact on the discipline. Before Sutherland, criminology often focused on individual
pathology—blaming crime on inherent traits or moral failings of the person. Sutherland challenged
this view by emphasizing the social context in which crime occurs. His approach was pioneering
because it shifted the perspective from the individual alone to the broader social environment
influencing behavior.

Sutherland’s book, *Principles of Criminology*, first published in 1939, became a foundational text. It
not only compiled existing knowledge but also introduced groundbreaking ideas that questioned
conventional wisdom. One of his most influential contributions was the theory of differential
association, which we’ll explore in detail shortly.

Key Principles of Criminology Edwin Sutherland
Introduced

Understanding the principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland proposed helps us grasp why crime is
more than just breaking laws—it’s a social phenomenon deeply intertwined with culture, relationships,
and communication. Here are some of the main principles he introduced:

1. Crime is Learned Behavior

Sutherland argued that criminal behavior is not innate or biologically determined. Instead, people
learn it through interaction with others. This learning process involves acquiring techniques of
committing crimes as well as the motives, drives, rationalizations, and attitudes that justify criminal
conduct.

The idea that crime is learned changed how criminologists viewed offenders. It suggested that
interventions should focus on social environments and peer groups rather than just punishing
individuals.



2. Differential Association Theory

Perhaps Sutherland’s most famous principle, the differential association theory, explains that
individuals become criminals mainly because of an excess of definitions favorable to violation of law
over definitions unfavorable to violation of law. In simpler terms, if a person is exposed to more pro-
criminal influences than anti-criminal ones, they are more likely to engage in crime.

This theory highlights the role of social groups—family, friends, coworkers—in shaping behavior. The
frequency, duration, priority, and intensity of these interactions determine how strongly a person
internalizes criminal values.

3. Crime is a Product of Social Environment

Sutherland emphasized that crime cannot be fully understood without considering the social context.
Factors such as socioeconomic status, community norms, and cultural influences play significant
roles. This was a departure from earlier theories that focused solely on individual moral failure.

By situating crime within social structures, Sutherland paved the way for later sociological theories
that analyze crime through lenses like inequality and social disorganization.

4. Criminals are Not Fundamentally Different from Non-
Criminals

Another revolutionary idea was Sutherland’s assertion that criminals and non-criminals share the
same basic needs and desires. The difference lies in the social environment that shapes how these
needs are pursued. This principle challenged the notion of “born criminals” and helped humanize
offenders, encouraging a more empathetic and scientific approach to criminal justice.

Differential Association Theory in Depth

To fully appreciate the principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland developed, it’s essential to delve
deeper into differential association theory. This concept is a practical framework for understanding
how criminal behavior spreads within societies and groups.

How Does Differential Association Work?

According to Sutherland, people learn criminal behavior through communication within intimate
personal groups. This learning includes not only the techniques of crime but also the motives and
attitudes that support it. The theory posits several key points:

Frequency: How often an individual is exposed to criminal definitions.



Duration: The length of time these exposures last.

Priority: How early in life these influences occur.

Intensity: The importance or prestige of the source of these definitions.

These factors influence the likelihood that a person will adopt criminal values. For example, a
teenager raised in a neighborhood where crime is normalized and reinforced by family members is
more likely to engage in similar behaviors.

Implications for Crime Prevention

Understanding differential association theory has practical implications. It suggests that interventions
targeting social networks and peer groups can be effective in preventing crime. Programs that
promote positive role models, strengthen family bonds, and engage youth in pro-social activities align
with Sutherland’s ideas.

Moreover, this theory encourages the criminal justice system to consider rehabilitation over
punishment, as changing the social context and associations can help reduce recidivism.

How Sutherland’s Principles Influence Modern
Criminology

The principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland introduced continue to resonate in contemporary
research and policy-making. His work laid the groundwork for numerous sociological theories and
inspired a more nuanced approach to understanding crime.

Integration with Other Theories

Sutherland’s ideas are often integrated with other criminological theories, such as social learning
theory and strain theory. Social learning theory, for example, builds on differential association by
incorporating psychological mechanisms like reinforcement and imitation.

Additionally, his emphasis on the social environment complements strain theory, which focuses on the
social pressures that drive individuals toward crime.

Impact on Criminal Justice Policies

Policies influenced by Sutherland’s principles often favor community-based programs, education, and
social services as tools for crime reduction. This contrasts with punitive models that focus solely on
incarceration. By recognizing that criminal behavior is learned and influenced by social environments,



policymakers can address root causes rather than symptoms.

Critiques and Evolving Perspectives

While Sutherland’s principles remain influential, they are not without critique. Some argue that
differential association theory does not sufficiently explain crimes committed by individuals with
limited social contact or why not everyone exposed to criminal influences becomes an offender.

Nonetheless, these critiques have spurred further research and refinement, demonstrating the
ongoing relevance of Sutherland’s foundational ideas.

Applying Sutherland’s Principles Today

If you’re interested in criminology or social work, understanding the principles of criminology Edwin
Sutherland developed is more than academic—it’s practical. Whether you’re designing intervention
programs, conducting research, or involved in policy-making, these principles offer a lens through
which to view crime as a social phenomenon.

For example, community policing strategies often reflect Sutherland’s emphasis on social context,
encouraging officers to build relationships and trust within neighborhoods. Likewise, rehabilitation
programs that focus on changing social associations align closely with his theories.

Tips for Researchers and Practitioners

Focus on social networks: Investigate how peer groups influence behavior in your studies or
practice.

Consider cultural context: Recognize that crime definitions can vary across societies and
communities.

Promote positive associations: Support programs that provide alternatives to criminal
socialization, such as mentorship and education.

Use a multidisciplinary approach: Combine sociological insights with psychological and
economic perspectives for a fuller understanding.

By keeping these strategies in mind, professionals can apply Sutherland’s principles effectively in
addressing contemporary crime issues.

---

Edwin Sutherland’s principles of criminology opened the door to viewing crime through a social lens,



emphasizing learning, environment, and interaction. His work invites us to look beyond the act itself
and explore the complex web of relationships and influences that shape human behavior. This
perspective not only enriches our understanding of crime but also provides a hopeful path toward
more effective prevention and rehabilitation efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edwin Sutherland and why is he significant in
criminology?
Edwin Sutherland was an American sociologist and criminologist known for developing the theory of
differential association, which explains how criminal behavior is learned through social interaction.

What is the main principle of Edwin Sutherland's criminology
theory?
The main principle of Sutherland's theory is that criminal behavior is learned through interactions with
others, particularly through communication within intimate personal groups.

How does Edwin Sutherland's theory of differential
association explain criminal behavior?
Sutherland's differential association theory posits that individuals learn values, techniques, and
motives for criminal behavior from others, especially when they associate more with those who favor
violating laws than those who oppose it.

What are some key principles outlined by Edwin Sutherland in
his criminology work?
Key principles include that criminal behavior is learned, learned in interaction with others, learning
includes techniques and motives, and the frequency and intensity of associations influence the
likelihood of committing crimes.

How did Edwin Sutherland's principles challenge previous
criminology theories?
Sutherland challenged the idea that crime is caused by biological or psychological abnormalities by
emphasizing social factors and learned behavior as the root causes of criminality.

What impact did Edwin Sutherland's principles have on
modern criminology?
Sutherland's principles laid the foundation for sociological theories of crime, influencing research on
social learning, peer influence, and the social environment’s role in criminal behavior, shaping both
theory and criminal justice policy.



Additional Resources
**Principles of Criminology Edwin Sutherland: A Foundational Analysis**

principles of criminology edwin sutherland have shaped the modern understanding of criminal
behavior and its sociological underpinnings. As one of the most influential figures in the field,
Sutherland's theories challenged traditional perspectives by emphasizing the social context in which
crime occurs. His work laid the groundwork for the study of white-collar crime and introduced
groundbreaking concepts that continue to influence criminological research and policy-making today.
This article delves into the core principles of criminology as proposed by Edwin Sutherland, exploring
their significance and lasting impact on the discipline.

Edwin Sutherland’s Contribution to Criminology

Before Sutherland’s intervention, criminology predominantly focused on biological and psychological
explanations for criminal behavior. The early 20th-century criminological theories often leaned toward
determinism, suggesting that criminals were biologically predisposed to deviance. Sutherland
revolutionized the field by introducing the notion that crime is a learned behavior, deeply embedded
in social interactions and cultural norms.

His seminal work, *Principles of Criminology*, first published in 1939, presented a systematic and
empirical approach to understanding crime, deviating from pathologizing criminals and redirecting
attention to societal influences. This approach marked a significant shift from individualistic to
sociological explanations of crime, promoting a more nuanced comprehension of criminality.

The Differential Association Theory

At the heart of Sutherland’s principles lies the Differential Association Theory, which posits that
criminal behavior is learned through interaction with others. According to Sutherland, individuals
acquire values, attitudes, techniques, and motives for criminal conduct through communication within
intimate personal groups.

This theory challenges the notion that crime is a product of inherent deviance or moral failing.
Instead, it frames criminal behavior as a social phenomenon, transmitted through cultural and peer
influences. The differential association theory outlines several key propositions:

Criminal behavior is learned, not inherited.

Learning occurs in intimate groups rather than through mass media.

The learning includes techniques of committing crimes and specific direction of motives and
drives.

Excess of definitions favorable to violation of law over definitions unfavorable leads to criminal
behavior.



Learning criminal behavior involves the same mechanisms as any other learning process.

By emphasizing the importance of social environment, Sutherland highlighted how individuals
immersed in deviant subcultures are more likely to adopt criminal behaviors, which has informed
subsequent research on gang activity, juvenile delinquency, and rehabilitation programs.

White-Collar Crime: Expanding the Criminological Lens

One of Sutherland’s most notable contributions was his identification and analysis of white-collar
crime, a term he coined to describe crimes committed by individuals of high social status in the
course of their occupation. Prior to this, criminology largely ignored crimes committed by the elite,
focusing predominantly on street-level offenses.

Sutherland argued that white-collar criminals pose significant harm to society, often more than
traditional street criminals, due to the scale and impact of their offenses. These crimes include fraud,
embezzlement, insider trading, and other forms of corporate misconduct.

This perspective challenged the criminal justice system and researchers to reconsider biases that
favored socioeconomic elites and to recognize that crime transcends social class boundaries. The
principle that crime can be committed by any social class, including the affluent, broadened the scope
of criminological inquiry and encouraged more inclusive crime prevention strategies.

Core Principles Embedded in Sutherland’s Criminology

Sutherland’s *Principles of Criminology* outlines several foundational ideas that continue to influence
criminological theory and practice:

1. Crime as a Socially Learned Behavior

Sutherland’s assertion that crime is learned behavior places socialization processes at the center of
criminological study. This principle suggests that understanding the social context, including family,
peer groups, and community, is essential to addressing criminality. It underscores the role of
communication and cultural transmission in shaping behavior.

2. Importance of Social Groups

The emphasis on intimate personal groups as the primary context for learning criminal behavior is a
critical component. Sutherland argued that the frequency, duration, priority, and intensity of
associations with deviant peers influence the likelihood of criminal conduct. This insight explains why
individuals embedded in certain social networks are more prone to criminality.



3. Definition of Crime and Criminality

Sutherland broadened the legalistic definition of crime by incorporating the social dynamics that
influence what behaviors are labeled criminal. He underscored that laws are created by dominant
groups and that criminal definitions often reflect power relations within society. This perspective
aligns with conflict theories in criminology that focus on the role of social inequality.

4. Critique of Traditional Criminology

A fundamental principle in Sutherland’s work is his critique of earlier criminological theories that
focused on biological determinism and moral failings. He advocated for a scientific, empirical
approach to studying crime, utilizing sociological methods and data analysis to uncover patterns and
causes of criminal behavior.

Comparative Perspectives: Sutherland and Other
Criminologists

Comparing Sutherland’s principles with other criminological theories highlights his unique contribution
to the field:

Biological Theories: Posit that criminality is inherited or due to physiological abnormalities.
Sutherland rejected this, focusing instead on social learning.

Psychoanalytic Theories: Emphasize unconscious impulses and childhood development but
lack a focus on social environment, which Sutherland prioritized.

Strain Theory (Robert Merton): Attributes crime to societal pressure to achieve culturally
accepted goals. While strain theory addresses social structure, Sutherland’s differential
association theory explains the transmission of criminal behaviors within groups.

Labeling Theory: Focuses on societal reaction and stigma as factors in criminal identity,
complementing Sutherland’s emphasis on social definitions of crime.

This comparative lens underlines how Sutherland’s principles integrate with, yet distinctively
contribute to, the broader criminological discourse.

Impact and Legacy of Sutherland’s Principles

The principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland developed remain relevant in contemporary
criminological research and policy development. His work has influenced:



Crime Prevention Strategies: Programs targeting social environments, such as youth
mentoring and community engagement, trace their theoretical roots to differential association
theory.

Legal Reforms: Recognition of white-collar crime has led to enhanced regulatory frameworks
and prosecution efforts aimed at corporate wrongdoing.

Academic Research: Sutherland’s sociological approach inspired empirical studies examining
how social networks and cultural contexts contribute to criminality.

Criminal Justice Policies: Emphasis on rehabilitation over punishment reflects the
understanding that behavior is learned and can be unlearned.

Despite its strengths, Sutherland’s theory has faced critiques, particularly regarding its applicability to
crimes committed in isolation or by individuals without clear social transmission. Moreover, some
scholars argue that it underestimates the role of individual agency and psychological factors.

Nonetheless, the principles of criminology Edwin Sutherland proposed continue to serve as a
cornerstone in understanding crime as a social process rather than merely an individual pathology.

Through a lens that highlights social learning, power dynamics, and environmental influences,
Sutherland’s work encourages a holistic approach to analyzing and addressing crime—one that
remains vital in a complex and evolving social landscape.
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  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Principles of Criminology Edwin H. Sutherland,
Donald R. Cressey, David F. Luckenbill, 1992-01-01 This classic has been the most authoritative text
in the field since 1924. The thoroughly revised Eleventh Edition continues to provide a sound,
sophisticated, sociological treatment of the principal issues in criminology.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: The Criminology of Edwin Sutherland Mark S.
Gaylord, 2020-10-14 Edwin Sutherland is the acknowledged father of American criminology. This is
the first full-length analysis of his work and his person. Unlike the European schools of criminology,
which sought to locate deviant behaviour within the deep structures of the economy, Sutherland
eschewed such explanations in favour of proximate and observable causes. He located the sources of
crime in the association and interaction of specific groups of people. For Sutherland, crime as a way
of life results from an individual's attachment to criminals for whom criminal acts are a measure of
success no less than a way of life. In a series of publications, Sutherland expanded the horizons of
the classic Chicago School of interactionists, and in the process founded criminology as a separate
area of research while locating it firmly within sociology. As the authors show, Sutherland's work
was inspired by strong moral concerns and a sense of the needs of society for social order without
falling prey to either blaming the victim or pandering to sentiment about the joys of criminal life. In
this sense, he is a model of the sociological tradition long deserving of the biography acknowledging
his role as a master and pioneer. Yet Gaylord and Galliher have written more than an intellectual
biography. They take seriously the need to fit Sutherland and his theory of differential association
into a social and historical context. They are also aware and critically straightforward about the
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limitations of Sutherland's work in criminology, but place both his achievements and their
limitations in a fully developed analytical context.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Principles of Criminology Edwin Hardin
Sutherland, Donald Ray Cressey, 1955
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Principles of Criminology Edwin Hardin
Sutherland, Donald Ray Cressey, 1966 First published in 1924 under title: Criminology. Includes
bibliographies.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Principles of Criminology, by Edwin H.
Sutherland and Donald R. Cressey Edwin Hardin Sutherland, Donald Ray Cressey, 1960
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Encyclopedia of White-Collar & Corporate
Crime Lawrence M. Salinger, 2005 In a thorough reappraisal of the white-collar and corporate
crime scene, this Second Edition builds on the first edition to complete the criminal narrative in an
outstanding reference resource.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: The Legacy of Anomie Theory Freda Adler,
William S. Laufer, This sixth volume Advances in Criminological Theory is testimony to a resurgent
interest in anomie-strain theory, which began in the mid-1980s and continues unabated into the
1990s. Contributors focus on the new body of empirical research and theorizing that has been added
to the anomie tradition that extends from Durkheim to Merton. The first section is a major, 75-page
statement by Robert K. Merton, examining the development of the
anomie-and-opportunity-struc-ture paradigm and its significance to criminology. The Legacy of
Anomie Theory assesses the theory's continuing usefulness, explains the relevance of Merton's
concept of goals/means disparity as a psychological mechanism in the explanation of delinquency,
and compares strain theory with social control theory. A macrosociological theoretical formulation is
used to explain the association between societal development and crime rates. In other chapters,
anomie is used to explain white-collar crime and to explore the symbiotic relationship between
Chinese gangs and adult criminal organizations within the cultural, economic, and political context
of the American-Chinese community. Contributors include: David F. Greenberg, Sir Leon
Radzinowicz, Richard Rosenfeld, Steven F. Messner, David Weisburd, Ellen Chayet, Ko-lin Chin,
Jeffrey Pagan, John P. Hoffmann, Timothy Ireland, S. George Vincent-nathan, Michael J. Lynch, W.
Byron Groves, C. Ray Jeffery, Gilbert Geis, Thomas J. Bernard, Nikos Passas, Robert Agnew, Gary F.
Jensen, Deborah V. Cohen, Elin Waring, and Bonnie Berry. The Legacy of Anomie Theory \s
important for criminologists, sociologists, psychologists, and other professionals seeking to
understand crime and violence in culture.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Crime Philip Bean, 2003
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Juvenile Delinquency: An Integrated
Approach James Burfeind, Dawn Jeglum Bartusch, 2010-02-26 .
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: The Oxford Handbook of Criminological Theory
Francis T. Cullen, Pamela Wilcox, 2015-12 This handbook presents a series of essays that captures
not the past of criminology, but where theoretical explanation is headed. The volume is replete with
ideas, discussions of substantive topics with salient theoretical implications, and reviews of
literatures that illuminate avenues along which theory and research evolve.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Criminology Theory Frank P. Williams III,
Marilyn D. McShane, 2015-03-02 This highly acclaimed criminology text presents an up-to-date
review of rational choice theories, including deterrence, shaming, and routine activities. It also
incorporates current examples of deterrence research regarding domestic violence, drunk driving,
and capital punishment, and features thought-provoking discussion of the relativity of crime. The
authors explore the crime problem, its context, and causes of crime. The organization of the text
reflects the fact that the etiology of crime must be at the heart of criminology. It examines
contemporary efforts to redefine crime by focusing on family violence, hate crimes, white-collar
misconduct with violent consequences, and other forms of human behavior often neglected by
criminologists. Extensive discussion of evolving laws is included, and while the prevalence of the



scientific method in the field of criminology is highlighted, the impact of ideology on explanations of
crime is the cornerstone of the book.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Criminological Theory Stephen G. Tibbetts,
Craig Hemmens, 2009-10-15 This book provides the best of both worlds-- authored text sections with
carefully selected accompanying readings covering criminological theory from past to present and
beyond. The articles, from leading journals in criminology and criminal justice, reflect both classic
studies and state-of-the-art research. Key Features Begins with an introductory chapter that
presents a succinct overview of criminological theory, and briefly describes the organization and
content of the book Features 'How to Read a Research Article'--a perfect introduction to
understanding how real-world research is organized and delivered in the journal literature Includes
a 'mini-chapter' for each Section, with figures and tables that present basic concepts and provide a
background for the Readings that follow Provides key terms, web resources, and thought-provoking
discussion questions for each Section, along with questions for each Reading to help students
develop their critical thinking skills Instructor Resources on CD include a test bank, PowerPoint
slides for each section, classroom activities, and more. A Student study site provides additional
articles, self-study quizzes, e-flashcards, and more.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: The Origins of American Criminology Francis T.
Cullen, Cheryl Lero Jonson, Andrew J. Myer, Freda Adler, 2011 The essays contained in this book
capture the stories behind the invention of criminology's major theoretical perspectives and
preserves information from the generation that defined the field for the past decades that otherwise
would have been lost. This history shows criminology to be a human enterprise. Its ideas were not
driven primarily by data, nor were the theories invented solely as part of the scientific process. To
the contrary, American criminology's great theories most often preceded the collection of data; they
guided and produced empirical inquiry, not vice versa. This volume demonstrates that humanity is
what makes theory possible in that diverse experiences allow individual scholars to see the world
differently, and thus shape theoretical paradigms based on their own unique life stories.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Delinquency in Society Robert Regoli, John
Hewitt, Matt DeLisi, 2010 Delinquency in Society, Eighth Edition provides a systematic introduction
to the study of juvenile delinquency, criminal behavior, and status offending youths. This text
examines the theories of juvenile crimes and the social context of delinquency including the
relevance of families, schools, and peer groups. Reorganized and thoroughly updated to reflect the
most current trends and developments in juvenile delinquency, the Eighth Edition includes
discussions of the history, institutional context, and societal reactions to delinquent behavior.
Delinquency prevention programs and basic coverage of delinquency as it relates to the criminal
justice system are also included to add context and support student comprehension.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: The Social History of Crime and Punishment in
America Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-07-20 Several encyclopedias overview the contemporary system of
criminal justice in America, but full understanding of current social problems and contemporary
strategies to deal with them can come only with clear appreciation of the historical underpinnings of
those problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime,
punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from colonial times to the present. It covers
the whole of the criminal justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and policing, to courts,
corrections and human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia: explicates philosophical
foundations underpinning our system of justice; charts changing patterns in criminal activity and
subsequent effects on legal responses; identifies major periods in the development of our system of
criminal justice; and explores in the first four volumes - supplemented by a fifth volume containing
annotated primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how best to address issues of
crime and punishment. Its signed entries in the first four volumes--supplemented by a fifth volume
containing annotated primary documents--provide the historical context for students to better
understand contemporary criminological debates and the contemporary shape of the U.S. system of
law and justice.



  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Criminological Theories Imogene Moyer,
2001-07-26 As an experienced teacher of criminological theory at graduate and undergraduate
levels, Imogene Moyer grew increasingly dissatisfied with the somewhat narrow focus of the books
available. In her new text, Moyer has succeeded in presenting instructors and students with a
comprehensive and engaging alternative. Moyer takes a multidimensional approach to the subject by
including new theorists such as W.E.B. DuBois, Pauline Tarnowsky, Frank Tannenbaum, Ruth Shonle
Cavan, and Sally Simpson, often allowing the theorists′ original source material to speak for them.
Chapters are devoted to recently developed perspectives, particularly from women and people of
color, which provide readers with a broader understanding of crime and criminal behavior.
Criminological Theories is organized in a chronological order, beginning with the 18th century
classical school 3⁄4 focusing on Beccaria and Bentham 3⁄4 and ending with the late 20th-century
peacemaking perspective. In each chapter Moyer analyzes the assumptions the theorists have made
about people and society and includes discussions of the cultural and historical settings in which the
theories were developed, along with biographies of specific theorists and their lifetime
contributions. The theme of the interrelationship theory, research, and policy runs throughout the
book, with policy implications and applications frequently addressed. While it is not essential for all
scholars to agree on a particular theory′s value, Imogene Moyer has provided the background and
insights necessary to understand and appreciate the diverse and valuable theoretical viewpoints that
have contributed to criminology today.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Criminology Gennaro F. Vito, Jeffrey R. Maahs,
Ronald M. Holmes, 2006 Across America, crime is a consistent public concern. The authors have
produced a comprehensive work on major criminological theories, combining classical criminology
with new topics, such as Internet crime and terrorism. The text also focuses on how criminology
shapes public policy.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory Francis
T. Cullen, Pamela Wilcox, 2010-09-23 'Consistently excellent.... The level and coverage of the
content make this an invaluable reference for students studying criminology or taking criminal
psychology modules at degree level and beyond' - Adam Tocock, Reference Reviews In discussing a
criminology topic, lecturers and course textbooks often toss out names of theorists or make a
sideways reference to a particular theory and move on, as if assuming their student audience
possesses the necessary background to appreciate and integrate the reference. However, university
reference librarians can tell you this is often far from the case. Students often approach them
seeking a source to provide a quick overview of a particular theory or theorist with just the basics -
the who, what, where, how and why, if you will. And reference librarians often find it difficult to
guide these students to a quick, one-stop source. In response, SAGE Reference is publishing the
two-volume Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory, available in both print and electronic formats.
This serves as a reference source for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary criminological
theory. Drawing together a team of international scholars, it examines the global landscape of all the
key theories and the theorists behind them, presenting them in the context needed to understand
their strengths and weaknesses. In addition to interpretations of long-established theories, it also
offers essays on cutting-edge research as one might find in a handbook. And, like an unabridged
dictionary, it provides concise, to-the-point definitions of key concepts, ideas, schools, and figures.
Coverage will include: contexts and concepts in criminological theory the social construction of
crime policy implications of theory diversity and intercultural contexts conflict theory rational choice
theories conservative criminology feminist theory.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Fifty Key Thinkers in Criminology Keith
Hayward, Shadd Maruna, Jayne Mooney, 2009-12-04 Fifty Key Thinkers in Criminology brings the
history of criminological thought alive through a collection of fascinating life stories. The book
covers a range of historical and contemporary thinkers from around the world, offering a stimulating
combination of biographical fact with historical and cultural context. A rich mix of life-and-times
detail and theoretical reflection is designed to generate further discussion on some of the key



contributions that have shaped the field of criminology. Featured profiles include: Cesare Beccaria
Nils Christie Albert Cohen Carol Smart W. E. B. DuBois John Braithwaite. Fifty Key Thinkers in
Criminology is an accessible and informative guide that includes helpful cross-referencing and
suggestions for further reading. It is of value to all students of criminology and of interest to those in
related disciplines, such as sociology and criminal justice.
  principles of criminology edwin sutherland: Social Learning and Social Structure Ronald
L. Akers, 2011-12-31 The social learning theory of crime integrates Edwin H. Sutherland's diff
erential association theory with behavioral learning theory. It is a widely accepted and applied
approaches to criminal and deviant behavior. However, it is also widely misinterpreted, misstated,
and misapplied. This is the fi rst single volume, in-depth, authoritative discussion of the background,
concepts, development, modifications, and empirical tests of social learning theory. Akers begins
with a personal account of Sutherland's involvement in criminology and the origins of his infl uential
perspective. He then traces the intellectual history of Sutherland's theory as well as social learning
theory, providing a comprehensive explanation of how each theory approaches illegal behavior.
Akers reviews research on various correlates and predictors of crime and delinquency that may be
used as operational measures of differential association, reinforcement, and other social learning
concepts. Akers proposes a new, integrated theory of social learning and social structure that links
group diff erences in crime to individual conduct. He concludes with a cogent discussion of the
implications of social learning theory for criminology and public policy. Now available in paperback,
with a new introduction by the author, this volume will be invaluable to professionals and for use in
courses in criminology and deviance.
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