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just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america invites us to rethink traditional

approaches to poverty alleviation. Instead of relying solely on government programs or charitable

handouts, this fresh perspective emphasizes the power of generosity rooted in justice, empathy, and

community collaboration. It envisions a society where giving is intentional, equitable, and

transformative, aiming not just to alleviate symptoms but to dismantle systemic barriers that perpetuate

poverty.

In this article, we’ll explore how just generosity reshapes our understanding of poverty, the role it plays

in fostering sustainable change, and practical ways individuals and communities can embrace this

paradigm. By weaving together ideas of fairness, compassion, and economic opportunity, just

generosity offers a hopeful and actionable framework for tackling poverty in America.

Understanding Just Generosity: Beyond Charity

When we hear "generosity," many of us picture acts of kindness—donating money, volunteering time,

or sharing resources with those in need. While these actions are valuable, just generosity goes

deeper. It’s not simply about giving; it’s about giving with justice in mind.

What Makes Generosity “Just”?

Just generosity focuses on fairness and aims to address the root causes of inequality. It recognizes



that poverty is not just a lack of resources but often the result of systemic oppression, discrimination,

and unequal access to opportunities. This vision promotes generosity that empowers recipients rather

than creating dependency. It’s about redistributing resources in a way that respects dignity and builds

capacity.

In practice, this means:

- Prioritizing marginalized communities in resource allocation

- Supporting policies that promote economic equity

- Encouraging reciprocal relationships where all parties benefit and grow

By reframing generosity in this way, just generosity challenges individuals and institutions to be

intentional about how and why they give.

The Connection Between Just Generosity and Poverty in

America

Poverty in America is a complex, multifaceted issue. Despite the country’s wealth, millions struggle

with inadequate housing, food insecurity, limited healthcare access, and educational disparities.

Traditional poverty alleviation models often focus on short-term relief rather than long-lasting solutions.

Just generosity introduces a new vision that integrates social justice with compassion, resulting in

more effective poverty reduction strategies.

Addressing Systemic Barriers

One of the core tenets of just generosity is recognizing and confronting systemic barriers that keep

people trapped in poverty. These barriers include:



- Racial and ethnic discrimination

- Unequal education systems

- Wage stagnation and employment discrimination

- Inadequate healthcare infrastructure

- Housing segregation and affordability crises

Just generosity advocates for generosity that not only supports individuals but also tackles these

structural issues. For example, funding initiatives that promote job training for marginalized groups or

supporting affordable housing projects can create meaningful change.

Empowering Through Economic Opportunity

Generosity tied to justice understands that economic empowerment is key to breaking the cycle of

poverty. This means investing in programs that provide education, skills development, and

entrepreneurship opportunities. It also means advocating for fair wages and worker protections.

Communities practicing just generosity often focus on building local economies by supporting minority-

owned businesses and cooperative enterprises. These efforts help create sustainable jobs and foster

economic independence, which are crucial steps in overcoming poverty.

How Communities Can Embrace Just Generosity

Transforming generosity into a force for justice requires community involvement and a shift in mindset.

Here are some ways communities can adopt this new vision:

Building Reciprocal Relationships



Rather than a one-way flow of aid, just generosity encourages reciprocal relationships where

everyone’s dignity is honored. This means:

- Listening to the needs and voices of those living in poverty

- Collaborating on solutions rather than imposing them

- Recognizing the strengths and contributions of all community members

Such relationships build trust and create a sense of shared responsibility.

Creating Inclusive Giving Models

Traditional giving models often concentrate power in the hands of donors. Just generosity promotes

more inclusive approaches that involve the community in decision-making processes about where

resources go. Examples include participatory budgeting or community foundations that allow residents

to allocate funds based on local priorities.

Fostering Education and Awareness

Education is vital for cultivating a culture of just generosity. Community workshops, storytelling, and

public dialogues can raise awareness about poverty’s root causes and the impact of unjust generosity.

When people understand the broader context, they’re more likely to give thoughtfully and advocate for

systemic change.

Individual Actions in Support of Just Generosity

While systemic change is essential, individual actions matter greatly. Each person can contribute to

this vision by adopting practices rooted in fairness and empathy.



Reflect on Your Giving Habits

Ask yourself:

- Are my donations supporting long-term solutions or just short-term relief?

- Do my contributions empower recipients or create dependency?

- Am I supporting organizations that promote equity and justice?

Taking time to evaluate giving habits can lead to more impactful generosity.

Advocate for Policy Change

Generosity isn’t limited to financial gifts. Advocating for policies that address poverty’s systemic causes

is a powerful form of just generosity. This could include supporting living wage laws, affordable

housing initiatives, or expanded healthcare access.

Engage in Community Volunteering

Volunteering with local organizations that practice just generosity helps build relationships and deepen

understanding of poverty’s complexities. Choose groups that empower individuals and promote

sustainable development.

Examples of Just Generosity in Action

Several organizations and movements embody the principles of just generosity, demonstrating its

potential to transform lives and communities.



Community Land Trusts

Community land trusts (CLTs) are nonprofit organizations that acquire land to ensure long-term

affordable housing. By separating land ownership from housing ownership, CLTs prevent displacement

and promote stability for low-income families. This model reflects just generosity by prioritizing

community control and equitable resource distribution.

Participatory Budgeting

Participatory budgeting allows community members to directly decide how to spend public funds. This

democratic process empowers marginalized voices and promotes transparency, making resource

allocation more just and effective in addressing poverty.

Social Enterprises and Cooperatives

Businesses owned and operated by their workers or community members often reinvest profits locally

and prioritize fair labor practices. Supporting or creating such enterprises aligns with just generosity’s

commitment to economic justice.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Adopting just generosity as a mainstream approach faces challenges such as entrenched inequality,

political resistance, and cultural norms focused on individualism. However, the growing awareness of

social justice issues and the rise of community-led initiatives offer promising opportunities.

Technology and social media also play a role in spreading awareness and connecting donors directly

with causes, enabling more transparent and accountable generosity.



By embracing just generosity, America can move closer to eradicating poverty—not through temporary

fixes but through sustained, justice-centered community empowerment.

---

Just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america is more than a catchphrase; it’s a call

to action urging us to rethink how we give and support one another. When generosity is guided by

justice, it becomes a powerful tool for creating a fairer and more compassionate society where

everyone has the opportunity to thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Just Generosity: A New Vision for

Overcoming Poverty in America'?

The main theme of 'Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming Poverty in America' is rethinking

how generosity and justice can work together to effectively address and overcome poverty in the

United States.

Who is the author of 'Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming

Poverty in America'?

The book is authored by Daniel J. Monti, who explores poverty alleviation through the lens of

generosity and social justice.

How does 'Just Generosity' propose we overcome poverty in America?

'Just Generosity' proposes overcoming poverty by combining compassionate generosity with systemic

changes that promote fairness, equity, and community empowerment.



What role does generosity play in addressing poverty according to the

book?

According to the book, generosity is not just charity but a transformative practice that, when paired

with justice, can create sustainable solutions to poverty by fostering dignity and opportunity for

marginalized populations.

Does 'Just Generosity' suggest policy changes for poverty reduction?

Yes, the book advocates for policy reforms that support equitable resource distribution, social safety

nets, and programs that empower individuals economically and socially.

How is 'Just Generosity' different from traditional views on poverty?

'Just Generosity' differs from traditional views by emphasizing the integration of generosity with justice

rather than relying solely on charity or economic measures, encouraging a holistic approach to poverty.

What audience is 'Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming

Poverty in America' intended for?

The book is intended for policymakers, social workers, activists, faith leaders, and anyone interested in

innovative and ethical approaches to poverty alleviation in the United States.

Additional Resources

Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming Poverty in America

just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america is emerging as a transformative

framework that challenges traditional approaches to addressing economic hardship. Instead of relying

solely on government aid or market-driven solutions, this perspective advocates for a moral and

communal commitment to fairness, equity, and shared responsibility. As poverty persists as a complex



and deeply entrenched problem across the United States, understanding how just generosity reshapes

the conversation around poverty alleviation is essential for policymakers, social scientists, and

community leaders.

Reframing Poverty Through the Lens of Just Generosity

The concept of just generosity moves beyond charity or welfare as isolated acts of giving. It envisions

generosity as an ethical imperative grounded in justice. This approach critiques the systemic

inequalities that perpetuate poverty and urges society to not only provide aid but also to redistribute

opportunities and resources more equitably. Unlike traditional aid models that often focus narrowly on

temporary relief, just generosity seeks to address root causes and build sustainable pathways out of

poverty.

At its core, just generosity acknowledges the dignity of every individual, emphasizing empowerment

over dependency. It calls for a societal shift where generosity is not discretionary or occasional, but a

consistent, justice-driven practice embedded in institutions and communities. This new vision thus

intersects with social justice, economic reform, and community engagement to foster a more inclusive

economy.

The Limitations of Conventional Poverty Alleviation Strategies

For decades, poverty reduction in America has largely relied on government programs such as

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

(SNAP), and housing subsidies. While these safety nets are critical, they often fall short in eradicating

poverty due to several factors:

Insufficient funding and coverage: Many eligible individuals remain unserved or under-served due

to budget constraints or bureaucratic hurdles.



Short-term focus: Programs frequently emphasize immediate needs without addressing systemic

barriers like education gaps, discrimination, or wage stagnation.

Stigma and dependency: Recipients sometimes face social stigma, and programs can

inadvertently create disincentives for self-sufficiency.

These challenges underscore the need for an innovative framework that supplements and enhances

existing efforts. Just generosity presents such an alternative by integrating compassion with justice,

ensuring that support is both fair and empowering.

Core Principles of Just Generosity

To appreciate just generosity as a new vision for overcoming poverty in America, it is important to

highlight its foundational elements:

1. Equity over Equality

While equality means giving everyone the same resources, equity involves distributing resources

based on individual needs and circumstances. Just generosity prioritizes equity by recognizing the

structural disadvantages faced by marginalized groups and tailoring efforts to close those gaps.

2. Mutual Responsibility

This principle reframes generosity as a collective obligation rather than a voluntary act by the

privileged. It promotes the idea that all members of society have a role in dismantling poverty, whether

through fair wages, equitable taxation, or community support.



3. Empowerment and Agency

Rather than fostering dependency, just generosity emphasizes empowering individuals with

opportunities such as quality education, affordable healthcare, and access to capital. It supports

initiatives that build long-term capabilities and self-determination.

4. Systemic Change

Recognizing that poverty is rooted in systemic issues—such as racial inequities, labor market

disparities, and housing segregation—this vision advocates for policy reforms and institutional

accountability to create a more just social framework.

Implementing Just Generosity: Practical Approaches

Several emerging initiatives embody the principles of just generosity by combining fairness with

generosity to combat poverty more effectively.

Community Wealth Building

Community wealth building focuses on local ownership of assets and democratic control over

economic resources. Examples include cooperatives, community land trusts, and inclusive business

models that prioritize reinvestment in underserved neighborhoods. By shifting wealth creation closer to

the community level, this approach aligns with just generosity’s emphasis on equity and empowerment.



Fair Wage Campaigns

Campaigns advocating for living wages illustrate just generosity in practice by seeking to rectify income

inequality through fair compensation. Raising minimum wages and supporting labor rights enable

workers to meet basic needs without relying heavily on social assistance.

Tax Justice and Redistribution

Progressive taxation policies designed to reduce wealth concentration are central to just generosity’s

systemic change agenda. Redirecting revenue from wealthier individuals and corporations toward

social programs and infrastructure ensures broader access to resources essential for overcoming

poverty.

Partnerships Between Public, Private, and Nonprofit Sectors

Collaborations that blend resources from governments, businesses, and nonprofits can amplify impact.

Social enterprises, impact investing, and public-private partnerships create innovative funding

mechanisms and scalable solutions grounded in ethical giving and fairness.

Data-Driven Insights on Just Generosity’s Impact

Quantitative studies on poverty reduction underscore the potential benefits of just generosity-oriented

policies. For instance, research indicates that increasing the minimum wage to a living wage level

could lift approximately 1.3 million Americans out of poverty. Likewise, community wealth building

initiatives in cities like Cleveland and Pittsburgh have demonstrated improvements in local employment

rates and economic resilience.



Moreover, equitable access to healthcare and education, hallmarks of just generosity, correlate

strongly with upward mobility. The Economic Policy Institute reports that disparities in these areas

significantly hinder poverty alleviation, suggesting that addressing inequities through justice-driven

generosity can create measurable progress.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its promise, just generosity as a framework faces critiques and practical challenges:

Implementation complexity: Systemic reforms require political will and coordination across

sectors, which can be difficult to achieve.

Potential resistance from entrenched interests: Wealth redistribution and regulatory changes

often meet opposition from powerful stakeholders.

Balancing generosity and fiscal sustainability: Expanding social programs and subsidies

demands sustainable funding sources to avoid budget deficits.

These concerns highlight the importance of strategic planning and broad-based advocacy to translate

just generosity from vision to reality.

Looking Ahead: The Role of Just Generosity in America’s

Poverty Landscape

As debates about poverty policy evolve, just generosity offers a compelling new vision that combines



moral urgency with practical strategies. By emphasizing fairness, empowerment, and systemic reform,

it challenges the nation to rethink how resources and opportunities are shared.

The COVID-19 pandemic, economic disruptions, and growing awareness of racial and economic

disparities have intensified calls for innovative solutions. Just generosity’s holistic approach aligns with

these contemporary demands, suggesting that overcoming poverty in America requires not just

generosity—but a just and equitable generosity.

Ultimately, advancing this vision will depend on sustained commitment from individuals, communities,

and institutions willing to embrace generosity as a principle of justice. This paradigm holds the

potential to transform poverty alleviation from reactive assistance into proactive social equity,

reshaping America’s economic future in the process.

Just Generosity A New Vision For Overcoming Poverty In
America

  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Just Generosity Ronald J.
Sider, 2007-04-01 Just Generosity calls Christians to examine their priorities and their pocketbooks
in the face of a scandalous tendency to overlook those among us who suffer while we live in practical
opulence. This holistic approach to helping the poor goes far beyond donating clothes or money,
envisioning a world in which faith-based groups work with businesses, the media, and the
government to help end poverty in the world's richest nation. This updated edition includes current
statistics, policy recommendations, and discussions covering everything from welfare reform,
changes to Medicade, and the Social Security debate. Sider's most important book since Rich
Christians in an Age of Hunger.--Jim Wallis, author, God's Politics Sider knows how to lift up people
in need.... [An] important and challenging book.--John Ashcroft, former Attorney General of the
United States
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Beyond Homelessness,
15th Anniversary Edition Steven Bouma-Prediger, Brian J. Walsh, 2023-09-12 What would the world
look like if everyone had a home? The rise in homeless encampments. The destruction of our planet.
The disconnection from place caused by capitalism and technology. Beyond the unavailability of
housing, our culture is experiencing a devastating loss of home. In Beyond Homelessness, Steven
Bouma-Prediger and Brian Walsh explore the relationship between socioeconomic, ecological, and
cultural homelessness. Bouma-Prediger and Walsh blend groundbreaking scholarship with stirring
biblical meditations, while enriching their discussion with literature, music, and art. Offering
practical solutions and a hope-filled vision of home, they show how to heal the deep dislocations in
our society. In this fifteenth-anniversary edition, the authors return to their work with a new
postscript, in which they discuss the evolution of their ideas and share true stories of home and
community built anew. This revitalized classic is a must-read for any Christian committed to social
justice—and anyone longing for home.

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/just-generosity-a-new-vision-for-overcoming-poverty-in-america.pdf
https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/just-generosity-a-new-vision-for-overcoming-poverty-in-america.pdf


  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The Spirit and the
Salvation of the Urban Poor Brandon Kertson, 2019-11-15 Poverty. What is it good for? Absolutely
nothing. Still, poverty is an ever-present reality, even in so-called first world nations like the United
States. If the Holy Spirit is the member of the Trinity that is ever present in our world, perhaps the
Spirit can be a resource to address poverty. In this pneumatological theology of poverty, Brandon
Kertson explores the current state of poverty in the United States, arguing its complexities also
require complex answers demanding a pneumatological approach that has yet to be offered. Using
Renewal theology and pneumatology, Kertson develops a pneumatological four-fold gospel based on
Jesus’ pneumatic declaration of Luke 4. He explores how the Spirit addresses poverty through Jesus
and the historic and global church, and how we can begin to address poverty through the Spirit
today. The Spirit as savior, baptizer, healer, and entelechy of the kingdom lays the foundation for a
holistic response to the complex problem of poverty in our country.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: American Poverty Woody
Klein, 2013-01-01 Analyzes efforts to eliminate poverty during each U.S. president's administration
from George Washington to Barack Obama, looking at why no president has been able to end
poverty and challenges each has faced in his quest to do so.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Thinking Theologically
about Mass Incarceration Antonios Kireopoulos, Mitzi J. Budde, Matthew D. Lundberg, 2017 This
book is the fruit of a multi-year dialogue among Christian churches in the United States,
addressing—from theological perspectives—mass incarceration as an issue in need of radical reform.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The SCM Press A-Z of
Evangelical Theology Roger E. Olson, 2005 The SCM Press A-Z of Evangelical Theology is a
comprehensive critical survey of the main persons, events, controversies, concepts, and institutions
of twentieth-century evangelical theology. It will introduce readers to and be a reference work for
the study of evangelicalicalism's distinctive theological vision in its unity and diversity. Olson
explores evangelical theology through five lenses: The Story of Evangelical Theology; Movements
and Organisations Related to Evangelical Theology; Key Figures in Evangelical Theology; Traditional
Doctrines in Evangelical Theology; and Issues in Evangelical Theology. Here is a unique, compact
narrative description of the origins, rise and significance of evangelical theology today. About the
Author Roger E Olson is Professor of Theology at George W Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor
University, USA.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Think Red Larry Stoess,
2021-09-27 Have you ever wondered what the church would look like if Christians began to take the
words of Jesus seriously--the words some Bibles print in red? What if Jesus actually meant for us to
do the things he said? What if those who believe in Jesus really did value the things he valued?
Would the church look different? Would your neighborhood stay the same? In Think Red, Larry
Stoess takes a close look at the values, the vision, and the mission of Jesus, and then holds up a
mirror for us to see if our communities look anything like Jesus. If we dare look in the mirror we may
be inspired to leave behind our obsession with consumer-based religion and follow the way of Jesus.
Those who do will be set free to imagine creative and whimsical expressions of community.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Salvation in the Flesh
David Trementozzi, 2018-02-01 David Trementozzi contends that conservative-traditional
Christianity has uncritically adopted an intellectualist (i.e., rationally-driven) view of faith in its
understanding and practice of salvation. Throughout, he maintains that an intellectualist soteriology
should be rejected because it prioritizes the rational over other behavioral and affective aspects of
faith. An intellectualist rendering of salvation is incomplete because human experience is neither
abstract nor gnostic--it is embodied and experientially relevant. An intellectualist soteriology simply
cannot account for the dynamic and transforming possibilities of saving grace. Salvation in the Flesh
offers an innovative perspective on the embodied nature of faith and the centrality of the Holy Spirit
in the Christian doctrine of salvation. Drawing from the cognitive neurosciences and psychology,
Trementozzi argues for a holistic awareness of cognition to better inform an embodied



understanding of faith. In dialogue with the cognitive sciences, he appropriates Jonathan Edwards'
theology of religious affections, early church practices, and pentecostal spirituality to highlight the
soteriological significance of orthodoxy, orthopraxy, and orthopathy for a renewal soteriology of
embodiment. In doing so, Trementozzi offers a vision of salvation that more thoroughly accounts for
the multifarious ways God's saving grace interacts with human flesh and blood.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Theologizing in Black
Celucien L. Joseph, 2020-04-15 Theologizing in Black is a creative and rigorous comparative study
on black theological musings and liberative intellectual contemplations engaging the theological
ethics and anthropology of both continental African theologians (Tanzania, Kenya, Democratic
Republic of the Congo) and black theologians in the African Diaspora (Haiti, Trinidad, Jamaica,
Antigua and Barbuda, United States). Using the pluralist approach to religion promoted by the
philosopher of religion and theologian John Hick, the book is also an attempt to bridge an important
gap in the comparative study of religion, Africana Studies, and Liberation theology, both in Africa
and its diaspora. The book provides an analytical framework and intellectual critique of white
Christian theologians who deliberately disengage with and exclude black and Africana theologians in
their theological writings and conversations. From this vantage point, Africana critical theology is
said to be a theology of contestation as it seeks to deconstruct white supremacy in the theological
enterprise. This book not only articulates a rhetoric of protest about the misrepresentation and
underrepresentation of the humanity of African and black people in white theological imagination; it
also enunciates a positive image of black humanity and congruently promulgates a constructive
representation of blackness. The paramount goal of Africana theological anthropology and ethics is
the preservation of life and promotion of human dignity and the sheer acknowledgement that the
African people and people of African descent are bearers of the image of God.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: God at Work David W.
Miller, 2007 In the 1980s, Miller shows, a complex set of independent developments gave rise to
what is known as the Faith At Work movement. He analyses the history of the movement, examines
membership profiles and modes of expression, and constructs and proposes a new framework for
discussing the movement.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The Case for the Living
Wage Jerold L. Waltman, 2004 Waltman provides a detailed background for debates on welfare,
workfare, and the living wage. Reviews U.S. policy and demonstrates why early advocates of the
welfare state wanted a living wage, why it has failed, and how it could be an essential element in
providing economic justice and contributing to the prosperity of all. Also explains the difference
between a minimum and a living wage and a fair and a just wage.causes and issues of poverty and
inequality.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The Fundamentalist City?
Nezar AlSayyad, Mejgan Massoumi, 2010-09-13 AlSayyad and Massoumi's text addresses the ways
in which religion can affect the city, and indeed how the city can affect religion. International
experts in sociology, anthropology, religious studies, urban planning and geography come together
to provide thought provoking pieces on whether a fundamentalist city is possible.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: In the Midst of
Much-Doing Charles R. Ringma, 2023-05-31 How are we to sustain activism and compassion amidst
the never-ending crises of the twenty-first century? While the concern for social justice is deeply
biblical, cynicism, burnout, and despair are all too common side effects when action is divorced from
contemplation. To effectively serve as the hands and feet of Jesus, the church must attend to the
revitalization of its inner life through the spiritual practices which feed, support, and sustain the
work of the kingdom. Rather than the fragmentation and dualism that have led denominations to
choose between prayer and service, evangelization and justice, the church must integrate heart,
mind, and body in order to fulfil its calling to transform the world from within. Drawing from
Scripture and a wide range of Christian traditions – from the monastic to the evangelical – this book
inspires its readers to integrate spiritual renewal and prophetic witness for the glory of God and the



good of his creation.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Beyond Homelessness
Steven Bouma-Prediger, Brain J. Walsh, 2008-06-03 This book is a brilliant use of metaphor that
makes clear why the world leaves us feeling so uneasy!
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Called Beyond Our Selves
Erin VanLaningham, 2024 Higher education today faces challenges from all sides, but college can
provide young people with an opportunity to explore what it means to live a meaningful life.
Increasingly, undergraduate education encourages students to reflect on their many callings in life,
but this does not need to be a purely individual pursuit. This volume provides an argument for
helping students to think about the interconnectedness of individual and communal life as they
reflect on their various vocations.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Dead Church Walking
Jimmy Dorrell, 2012-01-04 Showing us how to embrace change, this book brings fresh ideas to ignite
the fire of churches and put them on the road to recovery.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: Full Service Siang-Yang
Tan, 2006-03 A thorough exploration of what biblical servanthood is, why each Christian is called to
serve, and how to grow as true servants of our Lord.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The Child in American
Evangelicalism and the Problem of Affluence David A. Sims, 2009-06-01 This work presents an
evangelical theology of the child nurtured in the context of American evangelicalism and affluence.
It employs an eclectic theological-critical method to produce a theological anthropology of the
affluent American-evangelical child (AAEC) through interdisciplinary evangelical engagement of
American history, sociology, and economics. Sims articulates how affluence constitutes a significant
impediment to evangelical nurture of the AAEC in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. Thus,
the problem he addresses is nurture in evangelical affluence, conceived as a
theological-anthropological problem. Nurture in the cultural matrices of the evangelical affluence
generated by technological consumer capitalism in the U.S. impedes spiritual and moral formation of
the AAEC for discipleship in the way of the cross. This impediment risks disciplinary formation of the
AAEC for capitalist culture, cultivates delusional belief that life consists in an abundance of
possessions, and hinders the practice of evangelical liberation of the poor on humanity's underside.
The result is the AAEC's spiritual-moral lack in late modernity. Chapter 1 introduces the problem of
the AAEC. Chapters 2 and 3 provide a diachronic lens for the theological anthropology of the AAEC
through critical assessment of the theological anthropologies of the child in Jonathan Edwards,
Horace Bushnell, and Lawrence Richards. Chapters 4 and 5 constitute the synchronic perspective of
the AAEC. Chapter 4 presents an evangelical sociology of the AAEC, drawing upon William Corsaro's
theory of interpretive reproductions, and chapter 5 constructs an evangelical theology of the AAEC
through critical interaction with John Schneider's moral theology of affluence. Chapter 6, Whither
the AAEC?, concludes with a recapitulation of the work and a forecast of possible futures for the
AAEC in the twenty-first century.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: School Choice Alan
Wolfe, 2009-02-09 School choice has lately risen to the top of the list of potential solutions to
America's educational problems, particularly for the poor and the most disadvantaged members of
society. Indeed, in the last few years several states have held referendums on the use of vouchers in
private and parochial schools, and more recently, the Supreme Court reviewed the constitutionality
of a scholarship program that uses vouchers issued to parents. While there has been much debate
over the empirical and methodological aspects of school choice policies, discussions related to the
effects such policies may have on the nation's moral economy and civil society have been few and far
between. School Choice, a collection of essays by leading philosophers, historians, legal scholars,
and theologians, redresses this situation by addressing the moral and normative side of school
choice. The twelve essays, commissioned for a conference on school choice that took place at Boston
College in 2001, are organized into four sections that consider the relationship of school choice to



equality, moral pluralism, institutional ecology, and constitutionality. Each section consists of three
essays followed by a critical response. The contributors are Patrick McKinley Brennan, Charles L.
Glenn, Amy Gutmann, David Hollenbach, S. J., Meira Levinson, Sanford Levinson, Stephen Macedo,
John T. McGreevy, Martha Minow, Richard J. Mouw, Joseph O'Keefe, S. J., Michael J. Perry, Nancy L.
Rosenblum, Rosemary C. Salomone, Joseph P. Viteritti, Paul J. Weithman, and Alan Wolfe.
  just generosity a new vision for overcoming poverty in america: The Upside-Down
Kingdom Donald B. Kraybill, 2018-01-12 The Upside-Down Kingdom calls readers to imagine and
embody the reign of God on earth as it is in heaven. Since its publication in 1978, The Upside-Down
Kingdom won the National Religious Book Award and has become the most trusted resource on
radical Christian discipleship. In this completely updated anniversary edition, author Donald B.
Kraybill asks: What does it mean to follow the Christ who traded victory and power for hanging out
with the poor and forgiving his enemies? How did a man in first-century Palestine threaten the
established order, and what does that mean for us today? Jesus turned expectations upside down.
The kingdom of God is still full of surprises. Are you ready? Free downloadable study guide available
here.
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