history of usc quarterbacks

History of USC Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Talent and Leadership

History of USC quarterbacks is a fascinating journey through decades of collegiate
football excellence. The University of Southern California (USC) has long been renowned
for producing some of the most dynamic and successful quarterbacks in college football
history. From Heisman Trophy winners to NFL legends, the Trojans’ quarterback lineage
is a testament to the program’s commitment to leadership, skill development, and
innovation on the field. This article delves into the rich history of USC quarterbacks,
exploring their impact on the game, key figures who shaped the program, and how the
role of the quarterback evolved at USC over the years.

The Early Days: Foundations of USC Quarterback
Excellence

The roots of USC’s football program date back to the early 20th century, and although the
quarterback position wasn’t as highlighted then as it is today, several early players laid
the groundwork for what would become a powerhouse tradition. In the 1920s and 1930s,
USC football was already making waves nationally, with players like Gaius Shaver, who
quarterbacked the Trojans to several Rose Bowl victories. During this era, the style of play
was more run-focused, but the quarterback’s role as a field general began to take shape.

USC'’s first major star quarterback was Sam Barry in the 1920s, who would later transition
into a legendary coaching career. The program’s early success helped establish USC as a
breeding ground for talent and leadership, setting the stage for the golden era of Trojans
quarterbacks.

The Golden Era: From Carson Palmer to Matt
Leinart

The late 1990s and early 2000s represent one of the most celebrated periods in the history
of USC quarterbacks. This era saw the rise of players who not only dominated college
football but also left an indelible mark on the NFL.

Carson Palmer: The Catalyst

Before Matt Leinart and Mark Sanchez, there was Carson Palmer, a quarterback whose
career at USC elevated the Trojans' national profile significantly. Palmer won the Heisman
Trophy in 2002, thanks to his impressive arm strength, accuracy, and leadership. His
ability to read defenses and make clutch plays helped USC claim the national
championship in 2003. Palmer’s success opened the door for USC quarterbacks to be



taken seriously as elite NFL prospects.

Matt Leinart: The Heisman Successor

Following Palmer’s footsteps, Matt Leinart took the reins and continued USC’s dominance.
Winning the Heisman Trophy in 2004, Leinart was known for his poise under pressure,
decision-making skills, and ability to execute Pete Carroll’s high-powered offense. Under
Leinart’s leadership, USC won multiple Pac-10 titles and competed in national
championship games, further cementing the Trojans’ reputation as a quarterback factory.

Mark Sanchez and the Transition

After Leinart, Mark Sanchez emerged as another key figure. Although he didn’t win the
Heisman, Sanchez led USC to a Rose Bowl victory and was a first-round NFL draft pick.
His mobility and toughness allowed him to adapt to different offensive schemes,
illustrating the evolving nature of the quarterback role at USC.

USC Quarterbacks and the Evolution of the
Passing Game

Throughout its history, USC has adapted to changes in football strategy, particularly in
how quarterbacks are utilized. Early USC offenses were run-heavy, but as the passing
game became more prominent in college football, USC quarterbacks began to showcase a
broader skill set.

From Pocket Passers to Dual-Threat QBs

Traditionally, USC quarterbacks were known for their pocket passing abilities—precise
throws, strong arms, and leadership from the pocket. However, recent decades have seen
a shift toward more versatile players who can extend plays with their legs. This evolution
mirrors broader trends in college football but is also a reflection of USC’s commitment to
recruiting quarterbacks who can adapt and thrive under pressure.

A notable example is Matt Barkley, who played for USC in the early 2010s. Though
primarily a pocket passer, Barkley demonstrated mobility and athleticism that allowed
USC to diversify its offensive attack. More recently, quarterbacks like Kedon Slovis have
combined accuracy with quick decision-making, showcasing the program’s continued
emphasis on quarterback development.



Notable USC Quarterbacks and Their NFL
Journeys

One of the most compelling aspects of the history of USC quarterbacks is how many have
transitioned successfully from college to the professional ranks. The program’s reputation
for producing NFL-ready players is well-earned.

From College Stardom to NFL Success

- **Carson Palmer**: Drafted first overall in the 2003 NFL Draft, Palmer enjoyed a prolific
NFL career, earning multiple Pro Bowl selections.

- **Matt Leinart**: Though his NFL career didn’t meet the same heights as his college
tenure, Leinart still played several seasons as a starter and backup.

- **Mark Sanchez**: Known for his playoff runs with the New York Jets, Sanchez helped
demonstrate that USC quarterbacks could lead in high-pressure NFL environments.

- **Sam Darnold**: More recently, Darnold was a top NFL draft pick who brought his USC
experience to the professional level, showing flashes of brilliance as a young NFL starter.

These transitions highlight the program’s ability to prepare quarterbacks not just for
college success but for the complexities and demands of pro football.

Leadership and Legacy: What Makes USC
Quarterbacks Special?

The history of USC quarterbacks isn’t just about stats and trophies; it’s also about
leadership, resilience, and the ability to perform under immense pressure. USC
quarterbacks are often seen as extensions of the coaching staff on the field, charged with
executing complex game plans and rallying their teammates.

Key Traits of USC Quarterbacks

- **Leadership**: USC quarterbacks are known for their vocal presence and ability to
inspire teammates.

- **Football IQ**: Understanding defenses and making smart decisions is a hallmark of the
program.

- *Work Ethic**: The competitive environment at USC pushes quarterbacks to constantly
improve.

- **Adaptability**: Whether in a spread offense or a pro-style system, USC quarterbacks
have demonstrated flexibility.

These attributes help explain why the program has consistently produced quarterbacks
who succeed both in college and beyond.



The Future of USC Quarterbacks: Continuing the
Tradition

As USC football moves forward, the history of USC quarterbacks sets a high bar for new
talent. With changing offensive philosophies in college football, including more emphasis
on spread offenses and mobile quarterbacks, USC continues to recruit and develop players
who can adapt to the evolving landscape.

Coaching changes and new offensive coordinators bring fresh perspectives, but the core
values that have defined USC quarterbacks remain intact. The program’s commitment to
excellence, combined with a rich tradition, ensures that future USC quarterbacks will
continue to capture the imagination of fans and scouts alike.

Exploring the current roster and upcoming recruits gives fans insight into how the legacy
of USC quarterbacks will endure, evolving while honoring the storied past.

The history of USC quarterbacks is a vibrant tapestry woven with talent, leadership, and a
relentless pursuit of excellence. The Trojans’ quarterbacks have not only shaped the
course of college football but have also left a lasting impact on the sport at large. Whether
it’s the Heisman winners of the past or the rising stars of today, USC’s quarterback legacy
remains a beacon of what it means to lead, compete, and inspire on the gridiron.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback in USC football
history?

The first recognized starting quarterback for USC was Howard Jones, who played in the
early 1900s before becoming a legendary coach.

Which USC quarterback won the Heisman Trophy and
later became an NFL star?

Carson Palmer won the Heisman Trophy in 2002 while playing for USC and went on to
have a successful career in the NFL.

How did Matt Leinart contribute to the legacy of USC
quarterbacks?

Matt Leinart won the Heisman Trophy in 2004, led USC to multiple national championship
games, and helped solidify USC's reputation for producing elite quarterbacks.



What impact did Sam Darnold have during his tenure as
USC's starting quarterback?

Sam Darnold revitalized the USC offense during his three seasons (2016-2018), earning
Pac-12 Offensive Player of the Year honors and becoming a top NFL draft pick.

How has the history of USC quarterbacks influenced
their NFL draft success?

USC quarterbacks have consistently been high NFL draft picks, with players like Carson
Palmer, Matt Leinart, Mark Sanchez, and Sam Darnold all selected in the first round.

Who is considered one of the greatest USC quarterbacks
of all time?

Troy Polamalu is often remembered for his defense, but among quarterbacks, Matt Leinart
and Carson Palmer are considered two of the greatest USC quarterbacks due to their
collegiate achievements and NFL careers.

Additional Resources
History of USC Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Leadership and Excellence

history of usc quarterbacks traces a rich and storied tradition of leadership, talent, and
innovation on the football field. The University of Southern California (USC) has been a
crucible for some of the most influential and successful quarterbacks in college football
history, producing players who have left indelible marks not only on the Trojans’ program
but also on the professional game. This legacy spans from the early days of the program in
the early 20th century to the contemporary era, showcasing an evolving style of play and a
consistent pipeline of NFL-caliber talent.

Early Foundations and Pioneers

The history of USC quarterbacks begins in the early 1900s, when football was still
developing its identity as a major collegiate sport. One of the first notable signal-callers
was Gus Shaver, who played in the 1920s and helped lay the groundwork for what would
become a tradition of strong quarterback play. During this formative period, USC’s
offensive strategies were rudimentary compared to today’s standards, emphasizing
ground-based attacks and fundamental passing.

However, it was not until the 1930s and 1940s that USC quarterbacks started to gain
national recognition. Players like Russ Saunders and Doyle Nave led USC to critical
victories that helped establish the Trojans as a West Coast powerhouse. Nave’s
performance in the 1939 Rose Bowl, where his pivotal touchdown pass secured the win
over Tennessee, is often cited as a turning point in the history of USC quarterbacks,



highlighting the growing importance of the passing game.

The Golden Era: 1960s to 1980s

The 1960s ushered in a golden era for USC quarterbacks, coinciding with the team's rise
to national prominence under legendary coaches like John McKay. This period saw the
emergence of quarterbacks who combined athleticism with strategic acumen, setting new
standards for performance.

One of the most iconic USC quarterbacks from this era was Pat Haden, who played in the
late 1960s and early 1970s. Haden’s leadership on the field and poise under pressure
contributed to two national championships and earned him All-American honors. His
ability to blend passing accuracy with mobility was a hallmark of USC’s offensive
approach during this time.

The 1970s and 1980s continued to produce standout quarterbacks such as Paul McDonald
and Rob Johnson, who maintained USC’s reputation for developing NFL-ready talent.
Their styles reflected the evolving offensive schemes that incorporated more complex
passing attacks, setting the stage for the modern quarterback era.

Impact of Coaching on Quarterback Development

Coaches like John McKay and later Ted Tollner played pivotal roles in shaping the history
of USC quarterbacks. McKay’s emphasis on a balanced offense allowed quarterbacks to
excel in both running and passing facets, while Tollner’s tenure brought a more aggressive
aerial attack to the Trojans’ game plan. This adaptability in coaching philosophies fostered
a quarterback tradition characterized by versatility and resilience.

Modern Era: Innovation and NFL Pipeline

In recent decades, the history of USC quarterbacks has been defined by innovation and an
unrelenting pipeline to the National Football League. The Trojans became a breeding
ground for quarterbacks who not only excelled in college but also made significant
impacts in the pros.

The 2000s spotlighted several high-profile quarterbacks, including Carson Palmer, Matt
Leinart, and Mark Sanchez. Carson Palmer, the 2002 Heisman Trophy winner, was known
for his powerful arm and precision passing, leading USC to a national championship in
2003. Matt Leinart followed closely, securing the Heisman Trophy in 2004 and further
cementing USC’s reputation for elite quarterback play.

Mark Sanchez continued this tradition into the late 2000s, showcasing a blend of
toughness and tactical skill. These players exemplified the pros and cons of modern USC
quarterback play: while the program produced spectacular talent, it also faced challenges
such as adapting to changing offensive philosophies and managing the pressures of high



expectations.

Quarterbacks in the NFL: Transitioning from USC

The history of USC quarterbacks is inseparable from the NFL careers many of these
athletes embarked upon. Players like Carson Palmer and Matt Leinart were high first-
round draft picks, illustrating the caliber of USC’s quarterback development. While
Palmer enjoyed a long and productive NFL career, Leinart’s trajectory was more uneven,
highlighting the unpredictable nature of transitioning from college stardom to the
professional ranks.

This pattern is echoed in other USC alumni, such as Sam Darnold and Cody Kessler, who
have experienced varying degrees of success in the NFL. Their careers underscore the
complex factors influencing quarterback performance beyond college, including team fit,
coaching, and personal development.

Statistical Milestones and Records

The history of USC quarterbacks is punctuated by numerous statistical achievements that
underscore the program’s offensive prowess. Several Trojans have held school records for
passing yards, touchdowns, and completion percentages, reflecting both individual talent

and strategic offensive planning.

Carson Palmer remains one of the most statistically accomplished USC quarterbacks,
finishing his college career with over 8,500 passing yards and 82 touchdowns. Matt
Leinart’s record includes leading USC to multiple Pac-10 championships and a near-
perfect win-loss record as a starter. These numbers not only highlight personal excellence
but also the strength of the supporting cast and coaching staff during their tenures.

Comparisons Across Eras

Analyzing the history of USC quarterbacks involves examining how different eras
produced varying styles and statistical outputs. Early quarterbacks operated in run-heavy
offenses with limited passing attempts, while modern players benefit from pass-centric
schemes and advanced training methodologies.

This evolution means that comparing raw statistics across decades requires contextual
understanding. For instance, a quarterback from the 1950s with modest passing numbers
might have been as influential for his leadership and game management as a modern
quarterback with high yardage totals. Recognizing these nuances is essential to
appreciating the full spectrum of USC’s quarterback legacy.



Challenges and Controversies

No historical review would be complete without acknowledging the challenges and
controversies that have shaped the narrative around USC quarterbacks. From coaching
changes to off-field issues, the Trojans’ quarterback tradition has faced obstacles that
tested the resilience of both players and the program.

The transition from coach Pete Carroll to Lane Kiffin, for example, brought shifts in
offensive philosophy that affected quarterback performance and recruitment. Additionally,
injuries and competition for the starting role have sometimes hindered the development of
promising talents.

Moreover, the pressure on USC quarterbacks to perform at elite levels often results in
intense scrutiny from media and fans alike. Navigating these expectations requires mental
toughness, which has become a defining characteristic of many successful USC signal-
callers.

Recruitment and Development Strategies

USC'’s approach to recruiting and developing quarterbacks has evolved alongside changes
in college football. The program has increasingly sought athletes who combine physical
attributes with leadership qualities and football intelligence. The integration of advanced
analytics and personalized coaching has enhanced the development process, aiming to
prepare quarterbacks for both collegiate success and the demands of the NFL.

Recruiting battles with other major programs, especially within California and the Pac-12
conference, have been fierce, underscoring the high value placed on securing top-tier
quarterback talent. USC’s historical reputation continues to be a compelling draw for
recruits aspiring to follow in the footsteps of legendary Trojans.

Looking Ahead: The Future of USC Quarterbacks

As USC moves forward, the history of USC quarterbacks serves as both a foundation and a
benchmark for future generations. The program continues to invest in coaching, facilities,
and support systems designed to cultivate elite quarterback play. Emerging talents and
transfer quarterbacks bring fresh potential, while the Trojans’ commitment to innovation
suggests that the evolution of quarterback play at USC is far from over.

In this ongoing narrative, the blend of tradition and adaptation will remain crucial. The
history of USC quarterbacks is a testament to the program’s ability to produce leaders
who excel under pressure, adapt to changing football landscapes, and uphold the proud
legacy of Trojan football.



History Of Usc Quarterbacks

history of usc quarterbacks: The USC Trojans Football Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter,
2014-04-22 For more than 120 years, the University of Southern California Trojans have maintained
a tradition of football excellence that has placed the team among the perennial elite in the collegiate
ranks. Eleven national championships, 38 conference titles, 150 All-Americans, and seven Heisman
Trophy winners all stand as testaments to the greatness of the Cardinal and Gold. This definitive
reference chronicles the history of USC football from its first-ever game on November 14, 1888--a
16-0 victory over the Alliance Athletic Club--through 2012. Synopses of each season include
game-by-game summaries, final records, ultimate poll rankings, and team leaders in major statistical
categories. Biographies of head coaches and all-time USC greats, a roster of every player to don a
Trojan uniform, a look at USC football traditions, and a catalog of honors received by both players
and coaches through the years complete this essential encyclopedia for the Trojan faithful.

history of usc quarterbacks: The USC Trojans Steven Travers, 2010-09-16 In 2000, the
University of Southern California Trojans were named Collegiate Athletic Department of the 20th
Century. However, it still seemed that the greatest historical football program was USC's biggest
rival, the Notre Dame Fighting Irish. In this lively history of USC football, Travers makes the case
that under the guidance of coach Pete Carroll the Trojans have overtaken Notre Dame as the
greatest ever collegiate tradition. Illustrated with both historic and contemporary photos and
containing anextensive appendix listing college football's all-time greatest teams by year, this book
celebrates college football's best and provides a blow-by-blow account of perhaps the greatest game
ever played: the 2006 USC-Texas Rose Bowl.

history of usc quarterbacks: Conquest David Wharton, Gary Klein, 2005-09 A look at Pete
Carroll and the rebuilding of USC, this investigation revisits the ups and downs and critical moments
that have gone into rebuilding the Trojans into one of the best football programs in the country.
Readers are given the inside story on the Trojan's downward spiral and long road back through
stories such as why Coach Pete Carroll wasn't the Trojan's first choice as head coach, the history of
how losing became the norm, how Carson Palmer went from disappointing to Heisman Trophy
winner, recaps of key victories that sent the Trojans on a remarkable winning streak, and the sweet
victory in the 2005 Orange Bowl vs. the Oklahoma Sooners.

history of usc quarterbacks: Strong Arm Tactics John Maxymuk, 2016-04-05 Signal caller,
gunslinger, field general--the quarterback goes by many lofty nicknames. It's arguably the toughest,
most high-pressure position to play among all sports. The quarterback touches the ball on every
offensive snap, is responsible for reading the defense, adjusting the play, and executing complex
schemes that require tremendous physical and mental prowess. He is expected to be the undisputed
team leader, whether he's an established veteran or an untested rookie. If he succeeds, he's the
most likely player on the field to be canonized by fans and broadcasters. If he fails, he'll be vilified in
the press and his home field fans will start cheering for the backup. This book traces the interesting
history of the professional quarterback, from the early years when the quarterback was a blocker
(and the appellations quarterback, halfback, and fullback were literal and geographically correct) to
the modern-day player who must be the eyes, ears, brains, and, of course, the accurate, strong arm
of the offense. The narrative history in Section I is rich with statistical analysis. The author employs
realistic metrics for statistical comparison across multiple eras, and includes all-time rankings as
well as specific rankings among different styles of quarterbacks. Section II compares quarterbacks
within their respective eras, putting their accomplishments in context with those of their
contemporaries. Section III breaks down the quarterback position, team-by-team, for current NFL
franchises. Appendices provide detailed passing records; additional statistics on everything from
relative passer ratings to fourth quarter comebacks; and listings of first round draft picks, trades
involving quarterbacks, awards, and uniform numbers.

history of usc quarterbacks: [ No Longer Play the Game Anthony Lawrence, 2004-10-30 Kevin


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/history-of-usc-quarterbacks.pdf

Styles is the best college football player in the nation, but he gets caught up in the world of
celebrity. Will he figure out who his real friends are and will he commit to his girlfriend before it's
too late?

history of usc quarterbacks: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005

history of usc quarterbacks: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2020-07-23 Quarterbacks: A
Legacy of Western Pennsylvania By: James J. Bogdan James J. Bogdan describes himself as “just a
fan” who over his lifetime has seen the rise of an unbelievable number of great college and
professional quarterbacks from the relatively small area of Western Pennsylvania. From George
Blanda to Johnny Unitas to Joe Montana among others, Bogdan describes the exploits of these
famous signal callers and dedicates his book to the offensive linemen—the “grunts”—who made it
possible for the quarterbacks to achieve their level of importance. Inclusive, thorough, and fun.

history of usc quarterbacks: African Americans and Popular Culture Todd Boyd,
2008-10-30 The African American influence on popular culture is among the most sweeping and
lasting this country has seen. Despite a history of institutionalized racism, black artists, entertainers,
and entrepreneurs have had enormous impact on American popular culture. Pioneers such as Oscar
Michaeux, Paul Robeson, Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Langston Hughes, Bill Bojangles Robinson, and
Bessie Smith paved the way for Jackie Robinson, Nina Simone, James Baldwin, Bill Russell,
Muhammad Ali, Sidney Poitier, and Bill Cosby, who in turn opened the door for Spike Lee, Dave
Chappelle, Dr. Dre, Jay-Z, Tiger Woods, and Michael Jordan. Today, hip hop is the most powerful
element of youth culture; white teenagers outnumber blacks as purchasers of rap music;
black-themed movies are regularly successful at the box office, and black writers have been
anthologized and canonized right alongside white ones. Though there are still many more miles to
travel and much to overcome, this three-volume set considers the multifaceted influence of African
Americans on popular culture, and sheds new light on the ways in which African American culture
has come to be a fundamental and lasting part of America itself. To articulate the momentous impact
African American popular culture has had upon the fabric of American society, these three volumes
provide analyses from academics and experts across the country. They provide the most reliable,
accurate, up-to-date, and comprehensive treatment of key topics, works, and themes in African
American popular culture for a new generation of readers. The scope of the project is vast,
including: popular historical movements like the Harlem Renaissance; the legacy of African
American comedy; African Americans and the Olympics; African Americans and rock 'n roll; more
contemporary articulations such as hip hop culture and black urban cinema; and much more. One
goal of the project is to recuperate histories that have been perhaps forgotten or obscured to
mainstream audiences and to demonstrate how African Americans are not only integral to American
culture, but how they have always been purveyors of popular culture.

history of usc quarterbacks: 100 Things Longhorns Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Jenna McEachern, 2008-07-01 With trivia boxes, pep talks, records, and Longhorn lore, this lively,
detailed book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Texas fan should know. It contains
crucial information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, and
outstanding achievements by singular players. This guide to all things Longhorns covers the team's
first live mascot, the season they broke the NCAA record for points scored, and the player that
caught every single touchdown pass thrown in the 1972 season.

history of usc quarterbacks: Black Sports, 1976

history of usc quarterbacks: The Reagan Years: a Social History of the 1980’S Richard
Stanley, 2017-12-15 Ronald Reagans legacy as president is nearly unparalleled in American history
due to his domestic and foreign policy leadership. Reagans contrarian insistence on advocating
limited government and supply-side economics drew much bipartisan criticism, causing the Great
Communicator to take his argument that lowering taxes would encourage economic growth directly
to the people. The result? Congress granted $750 billion in tax cuts in 1981. The Reagan Revolution
had begun. By mid-1983, the nations economy was booming. On President Reagans first day in
office, the Iran Hostage Crisis finally came to an end. Fifty-two American embassy personnel held



hostage by a defiant Iran during the last four hundred-plus days of the Carter administration were
freeda definite win for all Americans. But Reagan soon was widely criticized for insulting Russias
leaders by calling the Soviet Union the evil empire. Later, Reagan was criticized at home and abroad
for challenging Soviet premier Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall. Reagans most criticized
proposal of all, however, was his insistence on developing his Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)space
weapons to defend America from incoming Soviet nuclear missiles. Domestic critics dismissed his
proposal as a Star Wars fantasy (but the Soviets feared SDI). By December 1991, it was clear that
Reagans Star Wars fantasy helped cause the bankruptcy and total collapse of the Soviet Union,
bringing a peaceful end to the decades-long Cold War.

history of usc quarterbacks: Nick Saban vs. College Football Christopher Walsh,
2014-09-01 When coach Nick Saban arrived in Tuscaloosa in 2007, he boldly proclaimed We want to
be a champion in everything that we do. Since that time, Alabama has won three national
championships and become the nation's number one destination for recruits and the top source of
NFL talent while simultaneously graduating its players. No other program has won more games,
captured more awards, or come close to approaching the kind of consistent success as the Crimson
Tide. In Nick Saban vs. College Football, author Christopher Walsh not only explains what separates
Saban from his peers and compares his accomplishments to some of the all-time legends, but tells
why, if there were a Mount Rushmore of college football coaches, Saban's face would already be on
it. From his upbringing in West Virginia to his relationship with legendary coach Bill Belichick, the
process has not only led to Saban having a statue along Alabama's Walk of Champions in front of
Bryant-Denny Stadium, but the establishment of a new standard that may be unparalleled in college
football history.

history of usc quarterbacks: Official Collegiate Football Record Book National Collegiate
Athletic Association, 1967

history of usc quarterbacks: Latino Athletes lan C. Friedman, 2014-05-14 Provides short
biographies of more than 175 notable Hispanic American athletes.

history of usc quarterbacks: UCLA Football Encyclopedia Spencer Stueve, 2018-09-04 The
history of UCLA football is a continuous story of highs and lows, ups and downs. Every year from
1919 to today, UCLA has fielded a team, and though the expectations have changed through the
years, the goals have not. The single greatest goal in sports is to win your next game. When a team
strings enough wins together, a magical season is born. In the UCLA Football Encyclopedia, Stueve
doesn’t miss a beat in his coverage of all the magical seasons, as well as the not-so-magical seasons,
from the inaugural one through 2017. He covers the UCLA coaches, as well as the players who have
left a lasting legacy. Along the way, he captures all the details about the wins, the losses, the
individual and team records, the assistant coaches, and the players that built the foundation of the
program. The story of UCLA football is often a story of almost, and in this book, readers will relive
the times UCLA simply refused to settle for almost. These tales feature legends Fred Cozens, Red
Sanders, Tommy Prothro, Jim Mora, and countless other Bruins stars, past and present. Stueve also
recounts the upbringing of Donn Moomaw and that of Maurice Jones-Drew. Complete with dozens of
historical photographs, this is the most extensive book ever written on UCLA football and a
must-read for every UCLA football fan nationwide. “My experience working with Skyhorse is always
a positive collaboration. The editors are first-rate professionals, and my books receive top-shelf
treatment. I truly appreciate our working relationship and hope it continues for years to come.”
-David Fischer, author

history of usc quarterbacks: The Greatest Moments of Florida Gators Football
Gainesville Sun, 1998 From the school's inaugural season in 1906 through its national championship
campaign of 1996, all of the most exciting stories are captured for the very first time in a single
book. Included are tales about such great players as 1966 Heisman Trophy winner and current head
coach Steve Spurrier and 1996 Heisman quarterback Danny Wuerffel. Fans can read about Florida's
early successes in the 1920s, its first bowl team in 1952, the teams of Doug Dickey in the '70s and
Galen Hall in the '80s, and, of course, Spurrier's amazing teams of the '90s, including the '96




national champs.

history of usc quarterbacks: A History of College Football in South Carolina Fritz P.
Hamer, John Daye, 2009-11-09 The Medicos, the Purple Hurricane, the Seceders- all South Carolina
football mascots that long ago drifted into history. From as early as 1889, college football began to
take hold of South Carolina. The fans of the state's first intercollegiate game could hardly have
foreseen how it would steadily grow from a competition between amateurs into tightly organized
teams with well-paid coaches and demanding alumni, all with a passionate desire to win. This
volume goes beyond Clemson and Carolina to trace the history of college teams from all over the
state, including Wofford, Furman, SC State, Presbyterian College, Erskine, Claflin, The Citadel,
MUSC, the College of Charleston, Newberry College, Benedict College and Allen University. Join
museum curator Fritz Hamer and longtime South Carolina high school football coach John Daye as
they celebrate the state's most notable coaches, players and rivalries, as well as the many unsung
heroes who have helped to make the sport a statewide obsession.

history of usc quarterbacks: From Vick-Tim to Vick-Tory Ms Kenneth N. Robinson, 2013-08
Far beyond detailing NFL star Michael Vick's conviction for dog fighting, his prison sentence, and
comeback, Kenneth N. Robinson raises important issues concerning the way race and deviance are
treated in America. His book offers a critical analysis of the broader sports culture of the NFL and
its dominant alliance, including the media, corporate sponsors, and the politics of the state. The
book examines differential treatment by race and how this pertains to Vick, when compared to
high-profile whites in the NFL (i.e., Ben Roethlisberger and Bill Belichick). In addition, the harmful
impacts of negative labeling show the detrimental effects of Vick being typecast as the face of
animal cruelty. Not only did the strong social reaction have a deleterious effect on Vick's criminal
case, but following the police raid of his home in Smithfield, Virginia, on April 25, 2007, the number
of African-Americans arrested for dog fighting increased disproportionately by race from the five
years prior. This makes them the only group to see a percent increase in their arrests and
convictions in the five years that preceded and followed the April 25th raid of Vick's property. This
data raises serious questions of selective enforcement by race. Overall, the strength of this work lies
in Robinson's unique analysis of Michael Vick's fall and rise. I don't think I have ever described an
academic work as creative, but each section of this book is just that - innovative, original, and
inspired. I say this because of the specific comparisons that Robinson utilizes (i.e., dog fighting to
bestiality; Vick's treatment to Roethlisberger's; the NFL to China), which have never previously been
discussed so thoroughly and sophisticatedly, but are undeniable in proving the point that racial
discrimination is alive and well in America. - Adrienne N. Milner, Ph.D., University of Alabama at
Birmingham (About the Author) Kenneth N. Robinson, M.S., is an adjunct professor of sociology at
his alma mater, Buffalo State, in Buffalo, New York. Publisher's website: http:
//sbprabooks.com/KennethNRobinson

history of usc quarterbacks: Clemson Sam Blackman, Bob Bradley, Chuck Kriese, 2001-07
Clemson: Where the Tigers Play is the most comprehensive book ever written on Clemson University
athletics. This book chronicles over 100 years of Tiger athletics, listing yearly accounts of statistics,
records, bowl and tournament appearances, and historical moments. Read about the legends that
put the Clemson Tigers on the map, including Banks McFadden, John Heisman, Rupert Fike, Frank
Howard, Fred Cone, Bruce Murray, Bill Wilhelm, and I.M. Ibrahim. Also included are vignettes on
some of Clemson's greatest moments -- the 1981 national football championship, the 1984 and 1987
national championship soccer seasons, College World Series appearances, the Frank Howard era,
and the inaugural running down the hill in Death Valley.

history of usc quarterbacks: Who's #1? Christopher J. Walsh, 2007-09-27 There’s nothing
quite as controversial in American sports as college football’s national championship, making it
common fodder for talk around the water cooler as well as loftier debates among professional
journalists in the sports pages. Walsh takes a comprehensive view of over a century of controversy,
breaking teams down into one of three categories: perennial powers, contenders, and former greats.
He then reviews the ten most controversial championships, suggests candidates for the best overall



football program, and concludes with some thoughts on the future of the BCS. A comprehensive
appendix lists national champions since 1869; AP and USA Today/UPI final polls; final BCS
standings; first-team All-Americans; and College Football Hall of Fame inductees.
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