edward hallett carr what is history

**Edward Hallett Carr: What Is History? Exploring the Philosophy and Impact of a Groundbreaking
Historian**

edward hallett carr what is history is a question that resonates deeply within the study of history
itself, largely because of the monumental work of Edward Hallett Carr. Carr’'s book *What Is History?*
remains one of the most influential texts in understanding the purpose, methodology, and
interpretation of history. But what exactly did Carr mean by this question, and why does his
perspective continue to shape historical discourse today?

In this article, we will delve into Edward Hallett Carr’s ideas about history, his critiques of traditional
historical methods, and how his thoughts encourage us to reconsider the way history is studied and
understood. Along the way, we'll explore key concepts such as historiography, the role of the
historian, and the relationship between facts and interpretation in history.

Who Was Edward Hallett Carr?

Before diving into Carr’s ideas, it's helpful to get a brief background on the man himself. Edward
Hallett Carr (1892-1982) was a British historian, diplomat, and international relations theorist. His
career spanned both academia and government service, giving him a unique perspective on history
and politics. Carr’s profound influence comes from his ability to challenge established views and push
for a more nuanced understanding of historical processes.

Carr’'s most famous work, *What Is History?* published in 1961, is a collection of lectures that explore
the nature of historical knowledge. It has become a foundational text for students and scholars alike,
shaping how history is taught and understood across the world.

Understanding “What Is History?”: Carr’'s Central
Thesis

At the heart of Carr’s inquiry is the idea that history is not just a simple recounting of facts but a
complex dialogue between the past and the present. He famously argued that history is “an unending
dialogue between the present and the past,” emphasizing the active role historians play in shaping
historical narratives.

The Historian’s Role: More Than a Recorder of Facts

One of Carr’s key contributions was his challenge to the notion of the historian as a passive recorder
of objective facts. Instead, he suggested that historians select which facts to emphasize based on
their own perspectives, values, and the context of their times. This means history is always, to some
extent, subjective.



Carr stated that facts do not speak for themselves; they require interpretation. This interpretation is
influenced by the historian’s environment, ideology, and the questions they ask. Therefore, the
process of writing history is inherently creative and analytical rather than purely factual or
mechanical.

Facts and Interpretation: The Interdependent Relationship

Carr’'s approach highlighted that facts and interpretation are inseparable in historical writing. While
facts are the building blocks of history, their significance and meaning depend on the historian’s
analysis. In other words, facts gain relevance through the lens of interpretation.

This view was revolutionary because it broke away from the older “positivist” approach, which viewed
history as an objective science that could present an unbiased account of the past. Carr argued that
all history involves interpretation, and recognizing this helps us understand history as a dynamic and
evolving discipline.

Historiography and the Evolution of Historical Thought

Carr’s work also intersects deeply with the study of historiography—the history of how history has
been written. He urged readers to pay attention to how historical narratives change over time,
reflecting shifts in society, politics, and intellectual trends.

The Changing Nature of Historical Narratives

According to Carr, historical narratives are not fixed. What one generation considers important or true
might be reconsidered by another. This fluidity is partly why history remains a vibrant field of study; it
adapts to new evidence, perspectives, and contemporary concerns.

For example, histories written during colonial times often reflected imperialist ideologies, while later
historians might critique or revise those narratives to highlight indigenous perspectives. Carr’s
insights encourage skepticism of any single “official” history and invite multiple viewpoints.

History as a Discipline in Dialogue

Carr saw historiography as a conversation across time where historians respond to and build upon
each other’s work. This ongoing dialogue ensures that history remains relevant and continuously
refined. It also means that historians must be aware of their own context and biases while engaging
with past interpretations.



Impact of Edward Hallett Carr’s Ideas on Modern
Historical Studies

Carr’s perspectives have had a lasting impact on history as both an academic discipline and a popular
field of inquiry.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

One of the most valuable legacies of Carr’'s *What Is History?* is its encouragement of critical
thinking. Students and scholars are urged to question sources, analyze motives behind historical
writing, and understand the complexities of constructing historical knowledge.

This has led to a more sophisticated approach to history education, where memorizing dates and
events is less important than developing a critical understanding of how history is shaped.

Broadening the Scope of Historical Inquiry

Carr’s ideas also paved the way for new approaches in history, such as social history, cultural history,
and history from below. By challenging traditional political and military narratives, historians began
exploring the lives of ordinary people, marginalized groups, and cultural phenomena.

This expansion has made history more inclusive and reflective of diverse experiences, aligning with
Carr’s view that history is a living dialogue that must incorporate multiple voices.

Influence Beyond History: International Relations and Beyond

Edward Hallett Carr’s influence extends beyond history into fields like international relations. His
understanding of history as a dynamic process shaped his views on diplomacy and global politics,
emphasizing the importance of historical context in understanding contemporary issues.

Applying Carr’'s Philosophy in Today’s World

In an era of information overload and “fake news,” Carr’s reflections on history are remarkably
relevant. His call for critical engagement with sources and awareness of interpretation encourages us
to be discerning consumers of information.

Tips for Engaging with History Inspired by Carr

¢ Question the Sources: Always consider who created a historical account and why.



¢ Understand Context: Place historical events and narratives within their social, political, and
cultural context.

* Look for Multiple Perspectives: Seek out diverse accounts to get a fuller picture of the past.

e Recognize Your Own Biases: Be aware of how your own background influences your
interpretation of history.

 Embrace Complexity: Accept that history is rarely black and white, but full of nuances and
contradictions.

These practices help us appreciate history not just as a record of the past but as a meaningful
dialogue that informs our present and future.

Edward Hallett Carr’'s *What Is History?* remains a cornerstone in the philosophy of history. His
insights challenge us to reconsider the nature of historical knowledge and remind us that history is
not a static archive but an ever-evolving conversation between the past and the present. Whether
you are a student, scholar, or curious reader, Carr’s work invites you to think deeply about how
history is constructed and why it matters.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edward Hallett Carr?

Edward Hallett Carr was a British historian, diplomat, and international relations theorist, best known
for his works on Soviet history and his influential book 'What Is History?' published in 1961.

What is the main theme of Edward Hallett Carr's 'What Is
History?'

The main theme of 'What Is History?' is the exploration of the nature of history, how historians
interpret facts, and the relationship between the historian and historical facts, emphasizing that
history is a continuous dialogue between the past and the present.

Why is ‘What Is History?' by E.H. Carr considered important?

It is considered important because it challenged the traditional views of history as a mere collection of
facts and argued that history is subjective, shaped by historians' perspectives and the context in
which they write.

When was 'What Is History?' by Edward Hallett Carr



published?

‘What Is History?' was published in 1961.

What was Edward Hallett Carr's view on historical facts in
'‘What Is History?'

Carr argued that historical facts do not speak for themselves; they require interpretation by
historians, and the selection and emphasis of facts are influenced by the historian's perspective and
the era they live in.

How did E.H. Carr influence the study of historiography?

Carr significantly influenced historiography by promoting the idea that history is subjective and that
historians play an active role in shaping historical narratives, thus encouraging critical analysis of
sources and interpretations.

What criticism did Edward Hallett Carr address in '"What Is
History?'

He addressed the criticism that history is purely objective and factual by demonstrating that
historians inevitably impose their own interpretations and biases when writing history.

Did Edward Hallett Carr support the idea of objective history?

No, Carr argued that complete objectivity in history is impossible because historians select and
interpret facts based on their own viewpoints and the context of their times.

How does 'What Is History?' define the role of the historian?

According to Carr, the historian is not a passive recorder of facts but an active participant who
interprets facts, making choices about what to include and how to present the past.

What impact did Edward Hallett Carr's 'What Is History?' have
on modern historical studies?

Carr's work has profoundly impacted modern historical studies by encouraging skepticism towards
traditional narratives, fostering debates about historical objectivity, and shaping contemporary
understanding of historiography.

Additional Resources
Edward Hallett Carr: What Is History and Its Enduring Impact on Historical Scholarship

edward hallett carr what is history is a phrase that immediately evokes one of the most
influential works in the field of historiography. Edward Hallett Carr, a British historian and diplomat,
revolutionized the way historians approach and interpret history with his seminal book, "What Is



History?" first published in 1961. This work challenged traditional notions of historical objectivity and
argued for a more nuanced understanding of history as an interpretive discipline shaped by the
historian’s perspective, context, and the interplay between facts and interpretation.

In the decades since its publication, Carr's "What Is History?" has remained a cornerstone in historical
studies, fostering debates about the nature of historical knowledge, the role of bias, and the
relationship between past and present. This article delves into the core ideas presented by Edward
Hallett Carr, explores the significance of his approach, and discusses how his perspectives continue to
influence contemporary historiography.

The Core Premise of Edward Hallett Carr’s "What Is
History?"

At its heart, Edward Hallett Carr’'s "What Is History?" confronts the assumption that history is a
straightforward, objective recounting of past events. Carr argued that history is not merely a
compilation of facts but a complex dialogue between the past and the present. He famously stated
that "the facts of history do not 'speak for themselves'; they require interpretation.”

This observation highlights one of Carr's most critical contributions: history is inherently subjective to
a degree because historians select which facts to emphasize based on the questions they ask and the
context in which they write. Hence, historical facts are not static; they gain meaning through
interpretation.

The Historian’s Role: Interpreter, Not Mere Chronicler

Carr emphasized that historians are not passive recorders of events but active participants in creating
historical narratives. He challenged the positivist view, which held that history could be studied with
the same objectivity as the natural sciences. Instead, Carr suggested that understanding history
requires recognizing the historian’s biases, values, and the contemporary concerns that shape their
analysis.

This has profound implications for how history is taught and studied. It suggests that history is a living
discipline, evolving as new perspectives emerge and societal values shift. For instance, the way
historians interpret the causes and consequences of major events like World War Il or the Industrial
Revolution has changed over time, reflecting broader cultural and political transformations.

Contextualizing Carr’s ldeas Within Historiography

Edward Hallett Carr’s "What Is History?" arrived during a period when historical scholarship was
undergoing significant shifts. The mid-20th century saw increasing challenges to the traditional
narrative-driven, fact-centric approach. Carr’'s work aligned with and anticipated developments such
as the rise of social history, cultural history, and later, postmodern critiques of historiography.



Comparison With Traditional Historical Methods

Traditional history often focused on political events, great men, and diplomatic history, prioritizing a
linear chronology of events. Carr critiqued this approach for neglecting the broader social, economic,
and cultural forces that shape historical developments. His insistence on the interaction between facts
and interpretation encouraged historians to question the relevance of their sources and the
frameworks they applied.

Unlike the older school of history, which sought to present an unvarnished record, Carr advocated for
a critical approach that acknowledged the constructed nature of historical narratives. This shift paved
the way for more inclusive histories that considered marginalized voices and complex societal
dynamics.

Influence on Later Historical Thought

Carr’s influence extends beyond historiography into philosophy and methodology. His ideas
anticipated themes explored by later scholars such as Hayden White, who discussed the narrative
construction of history, and E.H. Carr’s focus on the historian’s role resonates with contemporary
debates over objectivity and bias.

Moreover, Carr’'s work has been instrumental in disciplines outside history, such as political science
and international relations, where understanding the interpretive nature of history is crucial for policy
analysis.

Key Features and Arguments in "What Is History?"

To fully appreciate Carr’'s impact, it is essential to examine specific features and arguments he
advanced:

* The Interdependence of Fact and Interpretation: Carr argued that facts do not exist
independently of the interpretation applied to them. Without interpretation, facts remain
isolated and meaningless.

e The Historian’s Bias: Acknowledging that complete objectivity is impossible, Carr urged
historians to be transparent about their perspectives and the influences shaping their work.

e The Role of Present Concerns: Carr highlighted that historians’ contemporary circumstances
influence the questions they ask and the aspects of history they emphasize, making history a
dialogue between past and present.

e Historical Progress and Change: While Carr was critical of viewing history as a steady march
of progress, he recognized that historical interpretation evolves as societies change.



These points collectively challenge the notion of history as a fixed, unchangeable record and position
it as an evolving discourse.

Criticisms and Limitations

Despite its groundbreaking nature, Carr’'s "What Is History?" has attracted critiques. Some have
argued that by emphasizing subjectivity, Carr risks undermining the credibility of historical
knowledge. Critics worry that excessive skepticism may lead to relativism, where all interpretations
are seen as equally valid, potentially eroding the discipline’s rigor.

Others note that Carr’s focus on the historian’s interpretation may downplay the importance of
empirical research and the discovery of new evidence. Balancing interpretation with factual accuracy
remains a central challenge in the field.

The Enduring Legacy of Edward Hallett Carr’'s Work

Over sixty years after its first publication, Edward Hallett Carr’'s "What Is History?" remains a
foundational text in history education and theory. Its insights into the nature of historical knowledge
continue to shape discussions about how history should be studied, taught, and understood.

For students and scholars alike, Carr’'s work serves as a reminder that history is not just about
memorizing dates and events but about critically engaging with the past to understand the present.
This dynamic relationship between the historian and history enriches the discipline, fostering a deeper
appreciation of complexity and nuance.

In the digital age, where information is abundant and narratives proliferate rapidly, Carr’'s emphasis
on critical interpretation is more relevant than ever. Historians, educators, and readers must navigate
a landscape where multiple perspectives coexist, making the interrogation of sources and awareness
of bias essential skills.

Ultimately, Edward Hallett Carr’s contribution transcends mere historiographical debate. It challenges
all who engage with history to reflect on their assumptions and to recognize that history, far from
being a fixed chronicle, is a vibrant conversation across time—one that shapes our understanding of
humanity itself.

Edward Hallett Carr What Is History

edward hallett carr what is history: What is History? E. H. Carr, 2018-06-07 'Not only one
of our most distinguished historians but also one of the most valuable contributors to historical
theory' Spectator In formulating an answer to the question of 'What is History', Carr argues that the
'facts' of history are simply those which historians have chosen to focus on. All historical facts come
to us as a result of interpretive choices by historians influenced by the standards of their age. Now
for the first time in Penguin Modern Classics, with an introduction by Richard J. Evans, author of the
Third Reich trilogy.


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/edward-hallett-carr-what-is-history.pdf

edward hallett carr what is history: What is History? Edward Hallett Carr, 1986

edward hallett carr what is history: What is History? Edward Hallett Carr, 1962 A
philosophical interpretation of history, examining the significance of historical study as a science
and a reflection of social values.

edward hallett carr what is history: E. H. Carr and International Relations Charles Jones,
1998-10 E. H. Carr is widely remembered as an influential theorist of international relations. The
scourge of inter-war idealists, he became the best-known Briton in a generation of predominantly
American political realists. But Carr's realism differed greatly from that of his contemporaries: a
vigorous advocate of social and economic planning and friend of the Soviet Union, he stood closer to
Lenin than to Morgenthau. In this book Charles Jones makes sense of Carr's distinctive form of
realism by examining his rhetoric and the reciprocal relationship between theory and policy-making
in his writings. Close attention is paid to the period from 1936, when Carr left the Foreign Office,
through his subsequent career as a one-man foreign ministry at Aberystwyth, the Ministry of
Information, and above all The Times, culminating in the final frustration of his schemes for
continued British world power in 1947.

edward hallett carr what is history: E.H.Carr: A Critical Appraisal M. Cox, 2016-04-30 E.H.
Carr (1892-1982) was born into security but lived a life of controversy. Attacked for appeasing both
Hitler and Stalin, he was not only one of the most productive writers of the Twentieth-century but
one of its most provocative as well. In this book - the first ever to deal critically but fairly with Carr's
contribution to international relations, Soviet Studies and the study of history - sixteen
internationally respected authors grapple with his complex intellectual legacy. For those seriously
interested in understanding the life and times of this most English of establishment radicals this is
the place to begin.

edward hallett carr what is history: Redescribing Christian Origins Ronald Dean Cameron,
Merrill P. Miller, 2004 These essays challenge the traditional picture of Christian origins. Making
use of social anthropology, they move away from traditional assumptions about the foundations of
Christianity to propose that its historical beginnings are best understood as reflexive social
experiments.

edward hallett carr what is history: Is History Fiction? Ann Curthoys, 2010-10 The
relationship between history and fiction has always been a controversial one. Can we ever know that
a historical narrative is giving us a true account of what actually happened? Provocative and
fascinating, this book is an original and insightful examination of the ways in which history is - and
might be - written. It traces History's double...

edward hallett carr what is history: History and Ideology in Charles Dickens’s and Orhan
Kemal’s Selected Novels Erol Gulustur, 2023-08-31 History and ideology are important concepts to
consider when going through a literary work. Since ancient times, they have been key tools for the
examination of literature. By means of these two concepts, a given work is analyzed and evaluated
more profoundly. Both English and Turkish literature show traces of history and contesting
ideologies. Charles Dickens and Orhan Kemal are prominent authors, the works of whom reveal the
historical and ideological background of their respective contexts. This book extensively accounts for
history and Althusser's ideology in Charles Dickens's and Orhan Kemal's selected novels.

edward hallett carr what is history: International History and International Relations
Andrew J. Williams, Amelia Hadfield, J. Simon Rofe, 2012 This innovative new textbook seeks to
provide undergraduate students of international relations with valuable and relevant historical
context, bridging the gap and offering a genuinely interdisciplinary approach. Each chapter
integrates both historical analysis and literature and applies this to an international relations context
in an accessible fashion, allowing students to understand the historical context in which these core
issues have developed. The book is organised thematically around the key issues in international
relations such as war, peace, sovereignty, identity, empire and international organisations. Each
chapter provides an overview of the main historical context, theories and literature in each area and
applies this to the study of international relations. Providing a fresh approach, this work will be



essential reading for all students of international relations and international relations theory.

edward hallett carr what is history: Reading and Writing History from Bruni to Windschuttle
Christian Thorsten Callisen, 2016-04-08 Featuring work by researchers in the fields of early modern
studies, Italian studies, ecclesiastical history and historiography, this volume of essays adds to a rich
corpus of literature on Renaissance and early modern historiography, bringing a unique approach to
several of the problems currently facing the field. Essays fall into three categories: the tensions and
challenges of writing history in Renaissance Italy; the importance of intellectual, philosophical and
political contexts for the reading and writing of history in renaissance and early modern Europe; and
the implications of genre for the reading and writing of history. By collecting essays that cut across a
broad cross-section of the disciplines of history and historiography, the book is able to offer
solutions, encourage discussion, and engage in ongoing debates that bear direct relevance for our
understanding of the origins of modern historical practices. This approach also allows the
contributors to engage with critical questions concerning the continued relevance of history for
political and social life in the past and in the present.

edward hallett carr what is history: Re-Figuring Hayden White Frank Ankersmit, Ewa
Domanska, Hans Kellner, 2009-06-24 Produced in honor of White's eightieth birthday, Re-Figuring
Hayden White testifies to the lasting importance of White's innovative work, which firmly
reintegrates historical studies with literature and the humanities. The book is a major
reconsideration of the historian's contributions and influence by an international group of leading
scholars from a variety of disciplines. Individual essays address the key concepts of White's
intellectual career, including tropes, narrative, figuralism, and the historical sublime while exploring
the place of White's work in the philosophy of history, postmodernism, and ethics. They also discuss
his role as historian and teacher and apply his ideas to specific historical events.

edward hallett carr what is history: General History of the Caribbean UNESCO Volume
5 NA NA, 2019-06-12 Volume 5 provides an account and interpretation of the historical development
of the region from around 1930 to the end of the twentieth century. Its wide ranging study of the
economic, political, religious, social and cultural history of this period brings the series to the
authorial present. Highlights include the 'turbulent thirties;' decolonization; the 'turn to the left'
made in the 1970s by anglophone Caribbean countries; the Castro Revolution; and changes in social
and demographic structures, including ethnicity and race consciousness and the role and status of
women.

edward hallett carr what is history: The Fall of the Roman Empire Martin M. Winkler,
2012-12-18 The essays collected in this book present the first comprehensive appreciation of The
Fall of the Roman Empire from historical, historiographical, and cinematic perspectives. The book
also provides the principal classical sources on the period. It is a companion to Gladiator: Film and
History (Blackwell, 2004) and Spartacus: Film and History (Blackwell, 2007) and completes a triad
of scholarly studies on Hollywood’s greatest films about Roman history. A critical re-evaluation of
the 1964 epic film The Fall of the Roman Empire, directed by Anthony Mann, from historical,
film-historical, and contemporary points of view Presents a collection of scholarly essays and
classical sources on the period of Roman history that ancient and modern historians have considered
to be the turning point toward the eventual fall of Rome Contains a short essay by director Anthony
Mann Includes a map of the Roman Empire and film stills, as well as translations of the principal
ancient sources, an extensive bibliography, and a chronology of events

edward hallett carr what is history: History, Education, and the Schools William ]J. Reese,
2010-01-04 Please note this is a 'Palgrave to Order' title. Stock of this book requires shipment from
an overseas supplier. It will be delivered to you within 12 weeks. This book grapples with two basic
questions. What is history? And How can history help illuminate contemporary concerns about the
nature and character of America's schools? From antiquity to the postmodern present, history has
served multiple purposes, including a basic human need to learn from what came before. Americans
have long invested considerable time, energy, and emotion in their schools, both private and public,
and a knowledge of history helps explain why.



edward hallett carr what is history: A Past of Possibilities Quentin Deluermoz, Pierre
Singaravélou, 2021-01-01 An exploration of hypothetical turning points in history from Ancient
Greece to September 11 What if history, as we know it, had run another course? Touching on
alternate histories of the future and the past, or uchronias, A Past of Possibilities encourages deeper
consideration of watershed moments in the course of history. Wide-ranging in scope, it examines the
Boxer Rebellion in China, the 1848 revolution in France, and the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand in 1914, and integrates science fiction, history, historiography, sociology, anthropology,
and film. In probing the genre of literature and history that is fascinated with hypotheticals
surrounding key points in history, Quentin Deluermoz and Pierre Singaravélou reach beyond a mere
reimagining of history, exploring the limits and potentials of the futures past. From the most bizarre
fiction to serious scientific hypothesis, they provide a survey of the uses of counterfactual histories,
methodological issues on the possible in social sciences, and practical proposals for using alternate
histories in research and the wider public.

edward hallett carr what is history: HISTORY-I, 2025-08-19 TP LAW SOLVED SERIES For
LL.B. [Bachelor of Law] 5 Years, (Integrated Course) First Semester Students of ‘University of
Lucknow’

edward hallett carr what is history: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Education
John L. Rury, Eileen Tamura, 2019 This handbook offers a global perspective on the historical
development of educational institutions, systems of schooling, educational ideas, and educational
experiences. Its 36 chapters consider the field's changing scholarship, while examining particular
national and regional themes and offering a comparative perspective. Each also provides
suggestions for further research and analysis.

edward hallett carr what is history: The Princeton Guide to Historical Research Zachary
Schrag, 2021-04-27 The essential handbook for doing historical research in the twenty-first century
The Princeton Guide to Historical Research provides students, scholars, and professionals with the
skills they need to practice the historian's craft in the digital age, while never losing sight of the
fundamental values and techniques that have defined historical scholarship for centuries. Zachary
Schrag begins by explaining how to ask good questions and then guides readers step-by-step
through all phases of historical research, from narrowing a topic and locating sources to taking
notes, crafting a narrative, and connecting one's work to existing scholarship. He shows how
researchers extract knowledge from the widest range of sources, such as government documents,
newspapers, unpublished manuscripts, images, interviews, and datasets. He demonstrates how to
use archives and libraries, read sources critically, present claims supported by evidence, tell
compelling stories, and much more. Featuring a wealth of examples that illustrate the methods used
by seasoned experts, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research reveals that, however varied the
subject matter and sources, historians share basic tools in the quest to understand people and the
choices they made. Offers practical step-by-step guidance on how to do historical research, taking
readers from initial questions to final publication Connects new digital technologies to the
traditional skills of the historian Draws on hundreds of examples from a broad range of historical
topics and approaches Shares tips for researchers at every skill level

edward hallett carr what is history: African American History Reconsidered Pero Gaglo
Dagbovie, 2010 This volume establishes new perspectives on African American history. The author
discusses a wide range of issues and themes for understanding and analyzing African American
history, the 20th century African American historical enterprise, and the teaching of African
American history for the 21st century.

edward hallett carr what is history: The Use and Abuse of Sovietology Leopold
AjabA[dA®, 1989-01-01 This is a work by a fighter, a thinker, and an idealist. Leo Labedz is a fighter
who minces no words in his contempt for the apologists of totalitarianism. He never rests in his
efforts to enlarge the scope of human freedom, and many have felt the sharp edge of his political
scalpel. He is a thinker with a penetrating mind and en-cyclopedic knowledge. He is an idealist who
believes in sacrificing for the just cause to which he has dedicated his life. With these words of



extraordinary praise, Zbigniew Brzezinski opens this volume of critical and polemical essays by
Leopold Labedz. His knowledge of Soviet affairs, as seen through the eyes of the crusaders and
critics of the Modern Russian State, is peerless. Chapters, which include major studies of Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn, George Orwell, Noam Chomsky, George Kennan, and Leszek Kolakowski among
others, es-tablish Labedz as among the most incisive analysts of Soviet affairs as well as those who
presume special expertise in this ar-cane field. Labedz's impassioned writing covers not only
Sovietologists, but also the major fault lines with which totalitarian systems have been uniquely
identified. His writings on the Holocaust, student revolt, European unity, and the meaning of
detente, help provide a perspective with which to assess present moods and policies within the still
ever-present Soviet bloc. The anthology was prepared and edited by Melvin ]J. Lasky, the editor of
Encounter, in which many of these materials initially appeared.
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