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Economic Crisis in Cuba: Understanding the Roots and Realities

economic crisis in cuba has become a pressing topic, not just for economists
and policymakers but for everyday people around the world trying to
understand the complexities of this island nation’s struggles. Cuba, long
known for its unique political system and rich cultural heritage, is
currently grappling with one of the most severe economic downturns in its
recent history. This crisis has far-reaching implications, affecting
everything from food availability and healthcare to international relations
and migration patterns.

Historical Context Behind Cuba’s Economic
Crisis

To truly grasp the economic crisis in Cuba, it’s essential to look back at
the historical events that have shaped the country’s economy. Since the Cuban
Revolution in 1959, Cuba has operated under a socialist economic system,
which initially brought substantial improvements in healthcare, education,
and social welfare. However, this model also meant heavy reliance on
subsidies and trade with the Soviet Union.

The Collapse of the Soviet Union

The 1991 dissolution of the Soviet Union dealt a devastating blow to Cuba’s
economy. The loss of Soviet aid, which accounted for about 80% of Cuba’s
trade, plunged the country into what is often called the “Special Period.”
During this time, Cuba faced extreme shortages of fuel, food, and basic
goods. The economic crisis in Cuba deepened as the government struggled to
adapt to the sudden withdrawal of support.

US Embargo and Its Impact

Another critical factor contributing to the economic challenges is the
longstanding United States embargo. Imposed in the early 1960s, this trade
blockade restricts Cuba’s access to international markets and investment,
limiting economic growth opportunities. While some argue the embargo has
failed to topple the Cuban government, it undeniably exacerbates the economic
crisis in Cuba by restricting imports, increasing costs, and isolating the
nation financially.



Current Economic Challenges Facing Cuba

The economic crisis in Cuba today is multifaceted, with several
interconnected issues compounding the hardships experienced by Cuban
citizens.

Inflation and Currency Problems

One of the most visible signs of the crisis is skyrocketing inflation. Cuba’s
currency system has long been complicated, involving two official currencies:
the Cuban Peso (CUP) and the Convertible Peso (CUC). Recent reforms aimed at
unifying the currency system have caused price instability and uncertainty,
leading to inflation that erodes purchasing power for ordinary Cubans.

Shortages of Basic Goods

Food, medicine, and everyday essentials have become increasingly scarce. The
agricultural sector, despite being vital, faces challenges such as outdated
infrastructure, lack of inputs like fertilizers, and limited access to modern
technology. These shortages are compounded by disruptions in supply chains
caused by international sanctions and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Energy Crisis and Infrastructure Issues

Electricity blackouts and fuel shortages have become common occurrences,
affecting both households and industries. Cuba’s energy infrastructure is
aging and relies heavily on imported oil, primarily from Venezuela, whose own
economic troubles have led to inconsistent fuel deliveries. This energy
crisis hampers production and exacerbates economic stagnation.

Social and Political Implications of the
Economic Crisis in Cuba

The economic crisis in Cuba doesn’t just affect numbers on a ledger; it
deeply influences the daily lives of millions and the country’s social
fabric.

Impact on Cuban Families

For many Cubans, the crisis means rationing food, long lines for basic goods,



and uncertainty about the future. Healthcare, once a point of pride for the
Cuban government, faces shortages of medicines and equipment. Education and
social services are similarly strained, leading to growing public
frustration.

Migration and Brain Drain

Economic hardship has spurred increased migration, with many Cubans seeking
better opportunities abroad, particularly in the United States and Europe.
This exodus includes young professionals and skilled workers, creating a
“brain drain” that further weakens Cuba’s economic and developmental
prospects.

Government Responses and Reforms

In response to the crisis, the Cuban government has introduced several
reforms, including allowing more private entrepreneurship and foreign
investment. While these changes mark a shift from traditional centralized
control, they have been cautious and gradual, reflecting the government’s
desire to maintain political stability while addressing economic realities.

The Role of International Relations in Cuba’s
Economic Crisis

Global politics play a significant role in shaping the economic crisis in
Cuba, affecting trade, aid, and diplomatic ties.

Relations with Venezuela and Other Allies

Cuba’s economy has been closely tied to Venezuela through oil shipments and
financial support. However, Venezuela’s own economic collapse has strained
this partnership, reducing the steady supply of subsidized oil that Cuba
depends on. Meanwhile, Cuba seeks to diversify its alliances, engaging with
countries like China, Russia, and the European Union for trade and
investment.

Impact of Sanctions and Potential for Change

International sanctions, particularly those imposed by the US, continue to
restrict Cuba’s economic potential. However, there have been periods of
thawing relations, such as during the Obama administration’s efforts to ease



restrictions. Future diplomatic shifts could open new avenues for economic
recovery, but political tensions remain a significant barrier.

Understanding the Path Forward Amid Economic
Challenges

While the economic crisis in Cuba presents daunting obstacles, there are
hopeful signs and opportunities for gradual improvement.

Encouraging Private Sector Growth

One of the most promising developments is the expansion of the private
sector. Small businesses, especially in tourism, agriculture, and services,
are creating new jobs and injecting vitality into the economy. Supporting
entrepreneurship could be a key tool for alleviating some economic pressures.

Leveraging Tourism and Remittances

Tourism remains a vital source of foreign currency, and despite setbacks from
the pandemic, it holds potential for recovery. Additionally, remittances from
Cubans living abroad provide crucial financial support to many families,
helping to offset shortages and stimulate local economies.

International Cooperation and Investment

Engagement with international financial institutions and foreign investors,
if managed carefully, could bring much-needed capital and technology to
modernize Cuba’s economy. Transparent reforms and improved business
environments would be essential to attract such investment.

The economic crisis in Cuba is a complex and evolving story, shaped by
decades of political decisions, international pressures, and global economic
trends. For those interested in understanding Cuba today, it’s important to
look beyond headlines and appreciate the human dimension behind the
numbers—the resilience of its people and the ongoing efforts to navigate
through one of the most challenging periods in the nation’s history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main causes of the economic crisis in
Cuba?
The economic crisis in Cuba is primarily caused by a combination of factors
including the U.S. embargo, reduced support from allies like Venezuela, the
COVID-19 pandemic's impact on tourism, internal economic inefficiencies, and
recent natural disasters.

How has the U.S. embargo affected Cuba's economy?
The U.S. embargo has restricted Cuba's ability to trade freely with many
countries, limited access to financial markets and resources, and hindered
economic growth by causing shortages of goods and increasing costs for
imports.

What impact has the COVID-19 pandemic had on Cuba’s
economy?
The COVID-19 pandemic severely impacted Cuba’s economy by drastically
reducing tourism, one of its main sources of revenue, leading to significant
losses in foreign currency and exacerbating shortages of essential goods.

How is Cuba addressing shortages of basic goods
during the economic crisis?
Cuba has implemented rationing systems, increased domestic production
efforts, sought new trade partnerships, and attempted economic reforms aimed
at improving efficiency and attracting foreign investment to mitigate
shortages.

What role do remittances play in Cuba's current
economic situation?
Remittances from Cubans living abroad have become a crucial source of income
for many families, helping to alleviate some economic hardships by providing
access to foreign currency and enabling the purchase of essential goods.

Has Cuba undertaken any economic reforms to tackle
the crisis?
Yes, Cuba has introduced several economic reforms including allowing more
private enterprise, liberalizing small businesses, adjusting currency
systems, and encouraging foreign investment to stimulate economic growth and
reduce dependency on imports.



What is the outlook for Cuba’s economy in the near
future?
The outlook remains challenging due to ongoing external pressures and
internal structural issues, but gradual reforms, improved international
relations, and recovery in tourism could help stabilize and slowly improve
Cuba’s economic situation over time.

Additional Resources
Economic Crisis in Cuba: An In-Depth Analysis of Challenges and Prospects

economic crisis in cuba has emerged as one of the most pressing and
multifaceted issues confronting the Caribbean nation in recent years. Marked
by severe shortages, inflation, and stagnating growth, the crisis has deep
roots in both internal policy decisions and external pressures. Understanding
the economic turmoil in Cuba requires a nuanced examination of its historical
context, the impact of international sanctions, domestic economic structures,
and the evolving geopolitical landscape.

Background and Historical Context

Cuba’s economic challenges are not new; they have evolved over decades shaped
by its socialist economic model. The collapse of the Soviet Union in the
early 1990s triggered Cuba’s “Special Period,” a time of profound economic
hardship due to the loss of Soviet subsidies and trade. This period forced
Cuba to experiment with limited market reforms and tourism promotion, setting
a precedent for future adaptations.

However, the present economic crisis in Cuba is more acute and complex.
Despite gradual reforms and some opening to foreign investment, the country
struggles with chronic inefficiencies, low productivity, and an insufficient
diversification of its economy beyond tourism and sugar exports. The island’s
reliance on imports for basic goods renders it vulnerable to external shocks.

Key Drivers of the Economic Crisis in Cuba

Impact of U.S. Sanctions and the Embargo

One of the most significant factors exacerbating the economic crisis in Cuba
is the long-standing U.S. embargo, intensified under recent administrations.
Restrictions on trade, finance, and travel have severely limited Cuba’s
access to international markets and capital. The embargo not only curtails



Cuban exports but also restricts the import of essential goods and
technology, leading to shortages and increased prices.

The tightening of sanctions has disrupted supply chains, particularly
affecting fuel imports, which are critical for transportation and electricity
generation. This has led to widespread power outages and a decline in
industrial output, worsening the living conditions of ordinary Cubans.

Structural Economic Challenges

The Cuban economy is characterized by a large state sector that controls most
of the productive resources. State-run enterprises often suffer from
inefficiencies, lack of innovation, and low labor productivity. Although the
government has introduced reforms to encourage private enterprise and foreign
investment, the pace has been cautious, hindered by ideological
considerations and bureaucratic hurdles.

Additionally, the dual currency system, which introduced the Cuban peso (CUP)
alongside the convertible peso (CUC), has created distortions in wages,
prices, and economic incentives. This system complicates accounting and
resource allocation, contributing to economic imbalances and social
inequality.

Inflation and Shortages

Inflation has surged as imports become scarcer and prices rise due to
currency devaluations and supply chain disruptions. Basic commodities such as
food, medicine, and household products are increasingly difficult to obtain,
leading to rationing and black-market activities. The scarcity of goods
impacts not only everyday life but also the island’s healthcare and education
systems, undermining social stability.

Social and Political Implications

The economic crisis in Cuba has triggered widespread public discontent,
manifesting in protests and calls for reform. The government faces the
challenge of balancing economic liberalization with maintaining political
control. Social unrest has highlighted the urgent need for structural reforms
that address both economic efficiency and citizens’ welfare.

Migration and Brain Drain

The deteriorating economic conditions have accelerated emigration,



particularly among young professionals and skilled workers seeking better
opportunities abroad. This brain drain diminishes Cuba’s human capital,
further constraining economic recovery and development prospects.

Government Response and Reform Efforts

In response to the crisis, Cuban authorities have announced measures aimed at
stabilizing the economy, including currency unification, price
liberalization, and expanded private sector activities. However, the success
of these reforms depends on overcoming institutional inertia and attracting
foreign investment amid geopolitical uncertainties.

Comparative Perspectives and Regional Context

Compared to other Latin American economies facing inflation and recession,
Cuba’s crisis is distinguished by its unique political and economic system.
Countries like Venezuela share some parallels, including dependence on a few
export commodities and susceptibility to sanctions. However, Cuba’s economic
model and international alliances differentiate its trajectory.

Within the Caribbean, Cuba’s economic woes contrast with the relative
stability seen in nations with more diversified economies and greater
integration into global markets. This comparison underscores the importance
of economic diversification and international cooperation for resilience.

Potential Areas for Economic Recovery

Tourism Development: Revitalizing tourism, particularly eco-tourism and
cultural tourism, could generate vital foreign exchange and employment.

Agricultural Reform: Enhancing food production through modernization and
private sector involvement may reduce import dependence.

Renewable Energy: Investing in renewable energy sources could alleviate
fuel shortages and improve sustainability.

Digital Economy: Expanding internet access and digital services offers
new economic opportunities, especially for younger generations.



Conclusion

The economic crisis in Cuba is a multifaceted challenge shaped by historical
legacies, international pressures, and internal policy dynamics. While the
current hardships are severe, they also present opportunities for meaningful
reforms and economic diversification. Navigating this complex landscape
requires pragmatic strategies that balance economic efficiency with social
equity, alongside constructive engagement with the global community. The
resilience of the Cuban people and their adaptability will be critical in
shaping the island’s economic future.

Economic Crisis In Cuba

  economic crisis in cuba: Cuban Economists on the Cuban Economy Al Campbell, 2013-07-09
Cuban Economists on the Cuban Economy was written, in part, to reveal the rigorous research
conducted within the country and to clarify the different factors that Cubans emphasize in
examining their place on the world economic stage. It also provides unique insights into the island’s
fight against poverty, its aging population, and its trade unions. This book will be an invaluable
resource for years to come.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuba's Second Economy Jorge Perez-Lopez, 2018-02-06 Without
doubt, Cuba is facing its most serious economic challenge in nearly thirty-five years of revolutionary
rule. There is consensus that as the official, centrally planned economy has faltered, ordinary
citizens eke out a living only by engaging in under-the-table, unrecorded, and mostly illegal
activities. In fact, this second economy is growing by leaps and bounds. This volume sketches the
contours of the very complex phenomenon of the second economy of socialist Cuba, and discusses its
evolution over time, as well as the role that it may play in the transition to a market economy on the
island. The economic crisis of the 1990s has propelled the second economy from behind the scenes
to center stage. Not only have black markets mushroomed, but second economy activities connected
to the free-market that the Castro government has traditionally discouraged or even prosecuted are
now being incorporated into the government's own economic strategy. Self-employment, cultivation
of individual plots, and the use of foreign currencies to buy or sell goods, are now promoted with
considerable enthusiasm by the leadership. Perez-Lopez examines different ways of thinking about
unregulated economic activities that have been set forth in the literature and concludes that the
concept of the second economy is the most appropriate for Cuba. He brings together available
information from a multitude of sources on the manifestations of the second economy in Cuba and of
its operation. Cuba's Second Economy is a timely study of an economic system in crisis. It will be of
interest to economists, political scientists, policymakers, and Latin America area scholars.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuban Baseball: Triumphs and Tribulations Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-27 Cuban baseball is a rich and vibrant part of Cuban culture, with a history that dates back
to the late 19th century. The island nation has produced some of the greatest baseball players of all
time, and its national team has been a dominant force in international competition. In this
comprehensive and engaging book, we take a deep dive into the fascinating story of Cuban baseball.
We explore its humble beginnings, its rise to prominence, and the challenges it has faced along the
way. We also celebrate the triumphs of Cuban baseball, including the team's Olympic gold medals
and World Baseball Classic titles. We profile some of the greatest Cuban baseball players of all time,
including Martín Dihigo, Luis Tiant, and José Abreu. We discuss their incredible accomplishments
and the impact they have had on the game. We also examine the challenges that Cuban baseball
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faces, including the economic crisis, the exodus of players, and the U.S. embargo. We discuss the
impact these challenges have had on the sport and the future of Cuban baseball. Finally, we look
ahead to the future of Cuban baseball. We discuss the opportunities for growth and the challenges
that the sport still faces. We also make predictions about the future of Cuban baseball and its place
in the world of baseball. **Cuban Baseball: Triumphs and Tribulations** is the definitive guide to the
rich history and culture of Cuban baseball. It is a must-read for baseball fans around the world. If
you like this book, write a review!
  economic crisis in cuba: Revolutions in Cuba and Venezuela Silvia Pedraza, Carlos A. Romero,
2023-03-28 This book compares the sociopolitical processes behind two major revolutions—Cuba in
1959, when Fidel Castro came to power, and Venezuela in 1999, when Hugo Chávez won the
presidential election.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuban Health Care Don Fitz, 2020-06-22 How the Cuban health
care system became the blueprint for accessible medical care around the world Quiet as it’s kept
inside the United States, the Cuban revolution has achieved some phenomenal goals, reclaiming
Cuba’s agriculture, advancing its literacy rate to nearly 100 percent – and remaking its medical
system. Cuba has transformed its health care to the extent that this “third-world” country has been
able to maintain a first-world medical system, whose health indicators surpass those of the United
States at a fraction of the cost. Don Fitz combines his deep knowledge of Cuban history with his
decades of on-the-ground experience in Cuba to bring us the story of how Cuba’s health care system
evolved and how Cuba is tackling the daunting challenges to its revolution in this century. Fitz
weaves together complex themes in Cuban history, moving the reader from one fascinating story to
another. He describes how Cuba was able to create a unified system of clinics, and evolved the
family doctor-nurse teams that became a model for poor countries throughout the world. How, in the
1980s and ‘90s, Cuba survived the encroachment of AIDS and increasing suffering that came with
the collapse of the Soviet Union, and then went on to establish the Latin American School of
Medicine, which still brings thousands of international students to the island. Deeply researched,
recounted with compassion, Cuban Health Care tells a story you won’t find anywhere else, of how, in
terms of caring for everyday people, Cuba’s revolution continues.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuba and the Economic Policies of Peripheral Socialism Vitor
Eduardo Schincariol, Joana Salém Vasconcelos, 2023-12-06 Departing from the category of
'peripheral socialism', this book offers an economic history of the Cuban revolution between 1959
and 2019, with a focus on the period that ranges between 2008 and 2018. The core of the research
is the administration of Raúl Castro and the economic and social reforms introduced by it under the
concept of socialism update. The book describes Cuba’s recent economic policies and analyses the
structure and dynamics of Cuba’s economic changes, offering a panoramic view which can serve as
an introduction to further more detailed analyses. The book also offers an interpretation of Cuba’s
socialism in light of the Latin American political economy of underdevelopment, so as to interpret
Cuba’s structural economic performance. The analytical background will enable readers to
understand the contemporary crises in Cuba, with a balanced look at the triumphs and limits of its
peripheral socialism. It will find an audience among scholars and researchers of economic
development and history, macroeconomics, Latin American and Cuban Studies, Socialism Studies,
and related areas. It will also be of interest to economists, politicians, diplomats, journalists, and
NGOs.
  economic crisis in cuba: Corruption in Cuba Sergio Díaz-Briquets, Jorge F. Pérez-López,
2010-06-28 While Fidel Castro maintained his longtime grip on Cuba, revolutionary scholars and
policy analysts turned their attention from how Castro succeeded (and failed), to how Castro himself
would be succeeded—by a new government. Among the many questions to be answered was how the
new government would deal with the corruption that has become endemic in Cuba. Even though
combating corruption cannot be the central aim of post-Castro policy, Sergio Díaz-Briquets and
Jorge Pérez-López suggest that, without a strong plan to thwart it, corruption will undermine the
new economy, erode support for the new government, and encourage organized crime. In short,



unless measures are taken to stem corruption, the new Cuba could be as messy as the old Cuba.
Fidel Castro did not bring corruption to Cuba; he merely institutionalized it. Official corruption has
crippled Cuba since the colonial period, but Castro's state-run monopolies, cronyism, and lack of
accountability have made Cuba one of the world's most corrupt states. The former communist
countries in Eastern Europe were also extremely corrupt, and analyses of their transitional periods
suggest that those who have taken measures to control corruption have had more successful
transitions, regardless of whether the leadership tilted toward socialism or democracy. To that end,
Díaz-Briquets and Pérez-López, both Cuban Americans, do not advocate any particular system for
Cuba's next government, but instead prescribe uniquely Cuban policies to minimize corruption
whatever direction the country takes after Castro. As their work makes clear, averting corruption
may be the most critical obstacle in creating a healthy new Cuba.
  economic crisis in cuba: the Cuban Economy Archibald R.M. Ritter, 2004-05-09 Cuba faced
an economic meltdown of catastrophic proportions in the early 1990s when covert subsidies from
the former Soviet Union disappeared. Policies instituted by the island republic's government to
handle the worst problems have had inconsistent results. Opening the economy to foreign enterprise
has resulted in positive growth in tourism and nickel and cigar exports. However, remnants of the
older economy, including the sugar and biotechnological industries, have only experienced a
decrease in capital and importance. Basic educational and health services have been maintained
surprisingly well, but the standard of living is still far below the highs of the 1980s. With
contributions from many leading Cuba scholars, The Cuban Economy offers not only an analysis of
the economy since 1990, but also a look towards future prospects.
  economic crisis in cuba: The World Economic and Social Crisis Fidel Castro, 1983 Report
on the effects of the world economic recession on the economic and social development of
developing countries - examines the impact on gross domestic product, commodity prices, exports,
balance of payments, external debt, industrialization trends, role of multinational enterprises, etc.;
discusses quality of life aspects and expenses for arms (public expenditure) of developing countries;
considers the role of Non-Aligned Countries in establishing a New International Economic Order.
Diagrams, graphs, map and references.
  economic crisis in cuba: Living Ideology in Cuba Katherine Gordy, 2015-06-02 A revealing
look at the complicated and continual negotiation between the Cuban state and society over the
meaning of socialism
  economic crisis in cuba: A Brief History of the Caribbean D. H. Figueredo, Frank
Argote-Freyre, 2008 A Brief History of the Caribbean is an overview of the historical events that
have taken place and shaped the islands of the Caribbean Sea.
  economic crisis in cuba: A History of the Cuban Revolution Aviva Chomsky, 2015-04-20 A
fully-revised and updated new edition of a concise and insightful socio-historical analysis of the
Cuban revolution, and the course it took over five and a half decades. Now available in a
fully-revised second edition, including new material to add to the book’s coverage of Cuba over the
past decade under Raul Castro All of the existing chapters have been updated to reflect recent
scholarship Balances social and historical insight into the revolution with economic and political
analysis extending into the twenty-first century Juxtaposes U.S. and Cuban perspectives on the
historical impact of the revolution, engaging and debunking the myths and preconceptions
surrounding one of the most formative political events of the twentieth century Incorporates more
student-friendly features such as a timeline and glossary
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuba After the Cold War Carmelo Mesa-Lago, 1993-08-15 Ten
original essays by an international team of scholars specializing in Cuba, the Soviet Union, Eastern
Europe, and Latin America focus on the fall of communism in Europe and the transition to a market
economy. Major themes of this study are the impact of the USSR's collapse on Cuba, how the
historic events in Europe have affected the Central and South American Left, their implications to
Cuba, Cuba's policies for confronting the crisis, and potential scenarios for the political and
economic transformation of Cuba.



  economic crisis in cuba: Investing in Cuba Jaime Suchlicki, Antonio Jorge, 2021-12-24 First
published in 1994. This is a collection of essays from the seminar hosted by the Canadian Institute of
Strategic Studies (CISS) on Investing in Cuba: Problems and Prospects, with The Research Institute
for Cuba (RIC). These papers identifying problems and risks associated with foreign investment in
Cuba. Appendices reproduce the foreign investment law of 1982 (since replaced by a new foreign
investment law passed in 1995) and accompanying regulations. The collection of edited papers in
this volume were originally presented at the seminar, and their authors were chosen to represent a
wide range of views.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuban Studies 37 Louis A. Pérez, 2006-10-17 Cuban Studies has
been published annually by the University of Pittsburgh Press since 1985. Founded in 1970, it is the
preeminent journal for scholarly work on Cuba. Each volume includes articles in both English and
Spanish, a large book review section, and an exhaustive compilation of recent works in the field.
Widely praised for its interdisciplinary approach and trenchant analysis of an array of topics, each
volume features the best scholarship in the humanities and social sciences. Cuban Studies 37
includes articles on environmental law, economics, African influence in music, irreverent humor in
postrevolutionary fiction, international education flow between the United States and Cuba, and
poetry, among others. Beginning with volume 34 (2003), the publication is available electronically
through Project MUSE®, an award-winning online database of full-text scholarly journals. More
information can be found at http://muse.jhu.edu/publishers/pitt_press/.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuba as Alternative Resistance Books, 2000
  economic crisis in cuba: Handbook of Contemporary Cuba Mauricio A. Font, Carlos Riobo,
2015-11-17 Cuban studies is a highly dynamic field shaped by the country's distinctive political and
economic circumstances. Mauricio A. Font and Carlos Riobo offer an up-to-date and comprehensive
survey offering the latest research available from a broad array of disciplines and perspectives. The
Handbook of Contemporary Cuba brings contributions from leading scholars from the United States,
Cuba, Europe, and other world regions and introduces the reader to the key literature in the field in
relation to rapidly changing events on the island and in global political and economic affairs. It also
addresses timely developments in Cuban civil society and human rights. The guide also presents
economic models and forecasts as well as analyses of the recent, pivotal Sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of Cuba. For students, scholars, and experts in government, it is a vital addition to
any collection on Latin American studies or global politics.
  economic crisis in cuba: Agrarian History of the Cuban Revolution Joana Salém Vasconcelos,
2023-03-27 In Agrarian History of the Cuban Revolution, the Brazilian historian Joana Salém
Vasconcelos presents in clear language the complicated challenge of overcoming the condition of
Latin America’s underdevelopment through a revolutionary process. Based on diverse historical
sources, she demonstrates why the sugar plantation economic structure in Cuba was not entirely
changed by the 1959 Revolution. The author narrates in detail the three dimensions of Cuban
agrarian transformation during the decisive 1960s — the land tenure system, the crop regime, and
the labour regime —, and its social and political actors. She explains the paths and detours of Cuban
agrarian policies, contextualized in a labour-intensive economy that needs desperately to increase
productivity and, at the same time, promised widely to emancipate workers from labour exploitation.
Cuban agrarian and economic contradictions are well-synthetized with the concept of Peripheral
Socialism.
  economic crisis in cuba: Cuba's Energy Future Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado, 2010-11-01
Approaching an uncertain future without Fidel Castro, and still reeling from a downturn at the end
of the cold war, Cuba must act decisively to improve its economy and living conditions. One of the
major challenges facing the impoverished island nation is securing access to energy resources that
are sufficient to meet the needs of its revitalization and development goals. What steps can Cuba
take to achieve both short- and long-term energy sustainability and self-sufficiency? In this timely
analysis, Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado and his colleagues answer that question. Cuba's Energy
Future sets the geostrategic context within which Cuba is operating. The book provides an overview



of the evolving relations among Caribbean states and explains why Cuba and its longtime nemesis
the United States should look for ways to cooperate on developing energy resources. The possible
role of oil companies is explored, as is Cuba's energy relationship with Hugo Chavez's Venezuela.
The second section of Cuba's Energy Future features economic and technical appraisals, economic
projections, and trends affecting Cuba's energy needs, including oil and natural gas potential, the
country's antiquated electric power sector, and the role of biofuels such as sugarcane ethanol. The
concluding section focuses on the conditions necessary for, and the mutual benefits of, greater
cooperative engagement with the United States. Contributors: Juan A. B. Belt (Chemonics
International, formerly USAID), Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado (University of Nebraska–Omaha and
University of Georgia), Amy Myers Jaffe (Rice University), Jorge R. Piñón (Florida International
University), Ronald Soligo (Rice University).
  economic crisis in cuba: Altered States Andrew P. Cortell, Susan Peterson, 2003-01-01
Challenging dominant assumptions in international relations, Altered States demonstrates that
national political institutions change more frequently--and less dramatically--than is commonly
thought and with important consequences for the political landscape. Combining theory with solid
empirical research--including archival evidence and interviews--the contributors explore the causes
and consequences of institutional transformation in the United States, Western and Eastern Europe,
Russia and the former Soviet Republics, and Cuba. Altered States highlights the dynamic and
interactive relationship between national political institutions and reform-minded policy
entrepreneurs, a perspective that will interest scholars and policy makers alike.
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