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Definition of a Conservative in Politics: Understanding the Core Principles and Nuances

definition of a conservative in politics often sparks lively debates and varied interpretations
depending on cultural, historical, and regional contexts. At its heart, conservatism is a political
philosophy that prioritizes tradition, social stability, and continuity over radical change. But what
does it truly mean to be a conservative in today’s political landscape? This article delves into the
essence of conservatism, exploring its foundational beliefs, common misconceptions, and how it
manifests across different societies.

What Does the Definition of a Conservative in Politics
Encompass?

The term "conservative" broadly describes individuals or groups who advocate for preserving
established institutions, customs, and values. Unlike more progressive or liberal ideologies,
conservatism tends to emphasize caution when it comes to societal change, favoring gradual
development rather than abrupt shifts.

Core Beliefs of Political Conservatism

At its core, the definition of a conservative in politics includes several key beliefs:

Respect for Tradition: Conservatives believe that traditions carry the wisdom of previous
generations and serve as a guide for social order and moral conduct.

Limited Government Intervention: Emphasizing individual responsibility, many
conservatives advocate for smaller government roles in economic and personal affairs.

Rule of Law and Order: Upholding laws and institutions is seen as essential to maintaining a
stable society.

Free Market Economy: Many conservatives support capitalism and free enterprise, trusting
that market forces drive prosperity and innovation.

Emphasis on National Sovereignty: Protecting a nation’s independence and cultural
heritage is often a priority.

These pillars represent the foundational framework, but within conservatism, there are numerous
strands and nuances that reflect variations in emphasis and policy preferences.



The Evolution and Variations in the Definition of a
Conservative in Politics

Conservatism is not a monolith. It has evolved over centuries and adapted differently across
countries. Understanding these variations helps clarify why the definition of a conservative in
politics can differ so widely.

Historical Context: From Burke to Modern-Day Conservatism

The roots of modern conservatism are often traced back to Edmund Burke, an 18th-century
philosopher who championed cautious reform and respect for inherited institutions. Burke’s ideas
laid the groundwork for a political stance that values continuity over revolution.

Since then, conservatism has adapted to new challenges such as industrialization, globalization, and
social movements. For example, in the United States, conservatism often intertwines with beliefs in
individual liberty and free-market capitalism, while in Europe, it might emphasize social welfare
mixed with traditional values.

Different Types of Conservatism

Several forms of conservatism exist, each interpreting the core principles differently:

Fiscal Conservatism: Focused on reducing government spending, lowering taxes, and
promoting economic freedom.

Social Conservatism: Emphasizes traditional family values, religious beliefs, and often
opposes rapid social change.

Libertarian Conservatism: Combines a desire for limited government with strong personal
freedoms.

National Conservatism: Prioritizes national identity, cultural preservation, and strict
immigration policies.

Each type highlights different aspects of the conservative ideology, affecting how individuals identify
and act politically.

Common Misconceptions About the Definition of a



Conservative in Politics

Because conservatism covers a broad spectrum, it’s easy for misunderstandings to arise. Let’s
address some typical misconceptions.

Conservatism Is Not Synonymous With Resistance to All
Change

One common myth is that conservatives oppose any form of progress. In reality, conservatism
supports progress, but it advocates for measured, thoughtful changes that respect existing societal
frameworks. The goal is to avoid unintended consequences that rapid change might cause.

Not All Conservatives Share the Same Views on Social Issues

While some conservatives are socially conservative, others may hold more moderate or even
progressive views on issues like LGBTQ+ rights or drug legalization. The definition of a conservative
in politics does not rigidly dictate one’s stance on every social matter.

Why Understanding the Definition of a Conservative in
Politics Matters Today

In today’s polarized world, knowing what conservatism stands for helps foster more informed and
respectful political discussions. It also allows individuals to better understand their own beliefs in
relation to broader ideological frameworks.

Implications for Political Dialogue and Policy

When people grasp the nuances behind the definition of a conservative in politics, debates become
less about caricatures and more about genuine policy differences. This can lead to more productive
conversations around governance, economic strategies, and social policies.

How Conservatism Shapes Societies

Conservative values often play a significant role in shaping laws, cultural norms, and political
priorities. For instance, debates over healthcare, education, and immigration frequently reflect
underlying conservative or progressive philosophies.



Tips for Engaging with Conservative Political Ideas

If you want to better understand or engage with conservatism, consider these approaches:

Explore Historical Context: Learning about the origins of conservatism provides insight into1.
its enduring principles.

Listen to Diverse Voices: Not all conservatives think alike; reading a range of conservative2.
thinkers can broaden your perspective.

Focus on Values: Try to understand the values underpinning conservative positions, such as3.
community, responsibility, and continuity.

Avoid Stereotypes: Approach conversations with an open mind to foster respectful and4.
meaningful dialogue.

By doing so, you can develop a more nuanced and empathetic understanding of the political
landscape.

---

The definition of a conservative in politics is rich and complex, reflecting centuries of thought and
adaptation to changing societal conditions. Whether one identifies as conservative or not,
appreciating this political philosophy’s core tenets helps illuminate many aspects of contemporary
governance and political debate. Understanding conservatism’s emphasis on tradition, cautious
progress, and individual responsibility can deepen our collective conversations about the future
direction of societies worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of a conservative in politics?
A conservative in politics generally refers to someone who favors preserving traditional institutions,
values, and practices, emphasizing stability, limited government intervention, and free-market
principles.

How do conservatives differ from liberals in political ideology?
Conservatives typically prioritize tradition, limited government, and individual responsibility, while
liberals often advocate for progressive change, expanded government roles in social welfare, and
equality-driven policies.



What are the core principles of political conservatism?
Core principles of political conservatism include a belief in limited government, individual liberty,
free markets, personal responsibility, and the preservation of cultural and religious traditions.

Is conservatism the same in every country?
No, conservatism varies by country and culture. While it generally emphasizes tradition and limited
government, the specific policies and social values can differ based on historical and cultural
contexts.

How has the definition of a conservative changed over time?
The definition of a conservative has evolved, but it generally remains focused on preserving
traditional values and institutions. Over time, conservatives have adapted their stances on economic
policies, social issues, and government roles depending on societal changes.

Can a conservative support social change?
While conservatives typically prefer gradual change and preserving traditions, some may support
social change if it aligns with their values or is necessary to maintain societal stability and order.

What role does economic policy play in conservatism?
Economic policy is central to conservatism, with a strong emphasis on free-market capitalism, fiscal
responsibility, limited government regulation, and encouraging entrepreneurship and private
enterprise.

Additional Resources
Definition of a Conservative in Politics: An In-Depth Exploration

Definition of a conservative in politics serves as a foundational concept in understanding the
ideological spectrum that shapes governance, policy-making, and societal values across the globe. At
its core, conservatism is often understood as a political philosophy that emphasizes tradition, social
stability, and the preservation of established institutions. However, the precise meaning and
implications of being a conservative can vary significantly depending on cultural, historical, and
geographical contexts. This article undertakes a comprehensive examination of the definition of a
conservative in politics, unpacking its core principles, variations, and contemporary relevance.

Understanding the Core Principles of Conservatism

Conservatism, broadly speaking, is anchored in the desire to maintain continuity with the past.
Unlike more progressive or radical ideologies that seek extensive social reform or revolutionary
change, conservatives generally advocate for cautious evolution rather than abrupt transformation.
This preference reflects a skepticism towards untested ideas and a belief in the wisdom embedded in



longstanding social norms and institutions.

At its foundation, the definition of a conservative in politics involves several key principles:

Respect for Tradition: Conservatives tend to value historical customs, religious beliefs, and
cultural practices that have withstood the test of time.

Emphasis on Social Order: Stability and lawfulness are prioritized to prevent societal chaos
and uphold community cohesion.

Support for Limited Government: Many conservatives advocate for restrained
governmental intervention in economic affairs and personal freedoms, favoring free-market
principles.

Individual Responsibility: Personal accountability and self-reliance are often highlighted as
virtues essential to social and economic well-being.

These elements collectively inform the typical conservative stance on policies ranging from fiscal
management to social issues.

Variations of Conservatism Across Regions

While the definition of a conservative in politics offers a general framework, it is crucial to recognize
that conservatism manifests diversely worldwide. For instance, conservatism in the United States
often includes a strong emphasis on free-market capitalism and limited government, frequently
intertwined with religious values. American conservatives typically support lower taxes,
deregulation, and a robust national defense.

Conversely, European conservatism may place greater emphasis on social welfare systems and state
intervention in the economy to maintain social cohesion, reflecting a more communitarian approach.
British conservatism, exemplified by the Conservative Party, blends respect for tradition with
pragmatic governance, sometimes endorsing moderate reforms to preserve institutional integrity.

In many non-Western contexts, conservatism might revolve around preserving cultural identity,
religious traditions, or national sovereignty, often as a reaction to globalization or rapid
modernization.

Conservatism and Its Relationship with Other Political
Ideologies

To fully grasp the definition of a conservative in politics, it is instructive to compare conservatism
with related political ideologies. This comparison elucidates the unique positioning of conservatism
on the ideological spectrum.



Conservatism vs. Liberalism

Liberalism generally advocates for individual freedoms, social equality, and government intervention
to correct social inequities. In contrast, conservatism prioritizes social order, tradition, and often
economic freedom with limited governmental interference. While liberals may champion progressive
reforms, conservatives typically emphasize incremental change and caution against disrupting
established structures.

Conservatism vs. Progressivism

Progressivism seeks more radical reforms aimed at social justice and economic equality. It often
challenges the status quo and promotes policies focused on redistribution and systemic change.
Conservatives, conversely, often view such reforms as destabilizing and prefer solutions that
maintain continuity and respect existing institutions.

Conservatism vs. Libertarianism

Though both ideologies emphasize limited government, libertarianism pushes for minimal state
intervention in both economic and personal matters, including social issues. Conservatives might
support government involvement in upholding traditional social values, which libertarians typically
oppose.

Modern-Day Implications and Challenges for
Conservatism

The definition of a conservative in politics is evolving amid contemporary global challenges. Issues
such as globalization, technological advancement, demographic shifts, and cultural changes are
testing traditional conservative values.

Many conservatives today grapple with balancing the preservation of cultural identity against the
realities of pluralistic societies. Debates over immigration, national sovereignty, and
multiculturalism have become focal points for conservative platforms worldwide. Additionally,
economic conservatism faces scrutiny in light of increasing income inequality and demands for social
safety nets.

Pros and Cons of Conservative Policies

Pros:

Preservation of social stability and order.



Encouragement of personal responsibility and self-reliance.

Promotion of economic freedom and entrepreneurship.

Respect for cultural heritage and institutional continuity.

Cons:

Resistance to necessary social reforms can perpetuate inequality.

Potential exclusion or marginalization of minority groups.

Overemphasis on tradition may hinder adaptation to modern challenges.

Limited government intervention can reduce support for vulnerable populations.

Conclusion: The Fluid Nature of Conservatism

The definition of a conservative in politics is not static; it adapts to historical and societal contexts
while holding onto core principles such as tradition, stability, and cautious governance. By
examining its foundational beliefs, regional variations, and interactions with other ideologies, one
gains a nuanced understanding of conservatism’s role in shaping political discourse.

In a rapidly changing world, conservatism continues to offer a framework for those who value
continuity and order, even as it confronts new challenges and evolving societal expectations.
Recognizing the diversity and complexity within conservatism is essential for informed political
analysis and dialogue.
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  definition of a conservative in politics: The Conservative Political Tradition in Britain and the
United States Arthur Aughey, Greta Jones, William Terence Martin Riches, 1992 This book seeks to
break new ground by providing an original framework within which to understand conservative
politics and to compare what has always been thought to be opposite ideal types -- a British
conservatism characterized by traditionalism and an American conservatism defined by its optimistic
individualism.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Conservative Political Communication Sharon E.
Jarvis, 2021-04-14 Conservative Political Communication examines the evolution of appeals, media,
and tactics in right-wing media and political communication, tracking trends and shifts from the
early days of contemporary conservatism in the 1950s to the Trump administration. The chapters in

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-093/definition-of-a-conservative-in-politics.pdf


this edited volume feature the work of senior and junior scholars from the fields of communication,
journalism, and political science employing content analytic, experimental, survey, historical, and
rhetorical research methodologies. Analyses of the rise of the 24-hour news cycle, the range of
partisan news sources, and the role of social media algorithms in political campaigns yield insights
for our media and information ecosystems. A key theme across these chapters is how right-wing
channels and communications help and hinder partisan fragmentation, a condition whereby novice
elected officials create personal conservative brands, appeal to the base through partisan media,
and complicate senior leadership’s ability to engage in bargaining, compromise, and deal-making.
This volume interrogates conservative media and messaging to track where these processes came
from, how they functioned in the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign, and where they may be going in
the future. This book will interest scholars and upper-level students of political communication,
media and politics, and political science, as well as readers invested in today’s political media
landscape in the United States.
  definition of a conservative in politics: The Conservative Tradition in America Charles W.
Dunn, J. David Woodard, 1996 This book presents the first full-scale survey written since the 1950s
of American conservatism from the Founding to the Contract With America.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Canadian Conservative Political Thought Lee
Trepanier, Richard Avramenko, 2023-03-24 This book corrects an imbalance in Canadian political
literature through offering a conservative account of Canadian political thought. Across 15
chronologically organized chapters, and with a mixture of established and rising scholars, the book
offers an investigation of the defining features and characteristics of Canadian conservative political
thought, asking what have Canadian conservative political thinkers and practitioners learned from
other traditions and, in turn, what have they contributed to our understanding of conservative
political thought today? Rather than its culmination, Canadian Conservative Political Thought will be
the beginning of conservative political thought’s recovery and will spark debates and future
research. The book will be a great resource for courses on Canadian politics, history, political
philosophy and conservatism, Canadian Studies, and political theory.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Intellectual Conservatism Ferenc Hörcher, Daniel
Pitt, 2025-09-29 This book examines the history of intellectual conservatism from its late 18th
century founding father, Edmund Burke, to its last great representative, the late Sir Roger Scruton.
Focusing on British intellectual conservatism and investigating this under-researched area of
political thought through multiple contributions and disciplines, the editors' aim is to provide an
account of the supportive or critical intellectual work behind conservative politics in the 19th and
20th century, with a long-term view on the modern conservative movement. It is an up-to-date
account of some of the major theoretical issues of conservatism that utilises case studies to provide
pictures of particular conservative intellectuals, explain key concepts and reconstruct major schools
and defining debates within conservatism. There is a particular focus on the role of Christianity, the
British common law tradition and on the connection between culture and politics. Intellectual
Conservatism: From Burke to Scruton is valuable for university students studying history, political
science, PPE or the social sciences, as well as those interested in the contemporary debates in
Western politics on the future of Europe and the US.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Conservative Political Parties and the Birth of
Modern Democracy in Europe Daniel Ziblatt, 2017-04-17 A bold re-interpretation of democracy's
historical rise in Europe, Ziblatt highlights the surprising role of conservative political parties with
sweeping implications for democracy today.
  definition of a conservative in politics: The Political Theory of Conservative Economists
Conrad Waligorski, 1990 A study of the political theory that underlies the conservative economic
thought of such economists as Milton Friedman, James Buchanan and Friedrich Hayek, and its
implications for public policy. The author analyzes the political content of ideas that justify a
laissez-faire policy.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Beyond Liberal and Conservative William S.



Maddox, Stuart A. Lilie, 1984-12-01 Politicians and political analysts continue to use a single
liberal-conservative dimension to analyze the ideological views of the American people, but that
approach is increasingly inadequate. Professors Maddox and Lilie have gone beyond the
liberal-conservative continuum. By separating questions aof economic policy from issues involving
civil liberties, they find four basic ideological group: liberals, conservatives, libertarians, and
populists. This book goes a long way toward explaining such phenomena as ticket-splitting, the
impact of the baby-boom generation, and the internal conflicts both major parties will face over the
next few years.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Political Legitimacy and Traditional Values in Putin's
Russia Pal Kolsto, Helge Blakkisrud, 2025-01-31 Since Vladimir Putin's return to the Russian
presidency in 2012, protection and promotion of so-called 'traditional values' has played a prominent
role in the Kremlin's propaganda campaigns. From the large-scale demonstrations in 2011-2012 to
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, conservative social values have been mobilised to justify
the Kremlin's policy choices. In the case of the invasion, for example, Putin argued that the allegedly
'decadent' western world was using Ukraine as a springboard to export its 'pseudo-values' into
Russia. Drawing on a series of case studies spanning elite-level political rhetoric, the work of various
ideological 'values entrepreneurs' such as the Russian Orthodox Church, and, not least, of grassroots
sentiments, Political Legitimacy and Traditional Values in Putin's Russia explores authoritarian
regime legitimation in today's Russia.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Political Ideologies Vincent Geoghegan, Rick
Wilford, 2014-03-21 Now in its fourth edition, Political Ideologies: An Introduction continues to be
the best introductory textbook for students of political ideologies. Completely revised and updated
throughout, this edition features: A comprehensive introduction to all of the most important
ideologies Brand new chapters on multiculturalism, anarchism, and the growing influence of religion
on politics More contemporary examples of twenty-first-century iterations of liberalism, socialism,
conservatism, fascism, green political theory, nationalism, and feminism Enhanced discussion of the
end of ideology debates and emerging theories of ideological formation Six new contributors.
Accessible and packed with both historical and contemporary examples, this is the most useful
textbooks for scholars and students of political ideologies. The contributors to this volume have all
taught or carried out research at the School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy of
Queen’s University, Belfast, or have close research connections with the School.
  definition of a conservative in politics: A Conservative Consensus? Peter King, 2015-12-17
New Labour would like to portray 1997 as a new beginning for public policy, but Peter King argues
that we now have, in housing and in other areas of public policy, a consensus based on Thatcherite
reforms. He explores the particularly conservative understanding of housing that transformed public
attitudes in the 1980s and 1990s, and the impact it still has on policy. This book is written with
non-housing specialists in mind, and will be of interest to students of housing, urban studies, public
policy and politics, at both undergraduate and higher levels.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Up from Conservatism Michael Lind, 2013-08-06 For
nearly a decade, Michael Lind worked closely as a writer and editor with the intellectual leaders of
American conservatism. Slowly, he came to believe that the many prominent intellectuals he worked
with were not the leaders of the conservative movement but the followers and apologists for an
increasingly divisive and reactionary political strategy orchestrated by the Republican party. Lind's
disillusionment led to a very public break with his former colleagues on the right, as he attacked the
Reverend Pat Robertson for using anti-Semitic sources in his writings. In Up From Conservatism,
this former rising star of the right reveals what he believes to be the disturbing truth about the
hidden economic agenda of the conservative elite. The Republican capture of the U.S. Congress in
1994 did not represent the conversion of the American public to conservative ideology. Rather, it
marked the success of the thirty-year-old southern strategy begun by Barry Goldwater and Richard
Nixon. From the Civil War to the civil rights revolution, the southern elite combined a low-wage,
low-tax strategy for economic development with a politics of demagogy based on race-baiting and



Bible-thumping. Now, Lind maintains, the economic elite that controls the Republican party is
following a similar strategy on a national scale, using their power to shift the tax burden from the
rich to the middle class while redistributing wealth upward. To divert attention from their favoritism
toward the rich, conservatives play up the culture war, channeling popular anger about falling real
wages and living standards away from Wall Street and focusing it instead on the black poor and
nonwhite immigrants. The United States, Lind concludes, could use a genuine one-nation
conservatism that seeks to promote the interests of the middle class and the poor as well as the rich.
But today's elitist conservatism poses a clear and present danger to the American middle class and
the American republic.
  definition of a conservative in politics: International Encyclopedia of Political Science
Bertrand Badie, Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Leonardo Morlino, 2011-09-07 Developed in partnership with
the International Political Science Association this must-have, authoritative political science
resource, in eight volumes, provides a definitive picture of all aspects of political life.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Applied Political Theory and Canadian Politics David
McGrane, Neil Hibbert, 2019-01-01 Bringing together political theorists and specialists in Canadian
politics, Applied Political Theory and Canadian Politics combines conceptual frameworks from
political theory and empirical evidence to offer fresh perspectives on political events in
contemporary Canada. Examining complex and timely subjects such as equality, social justice,
democracy, citizenship, and ethnic diversity, contributors present current and archival research
supplemented with insights drawn from political theory to give readers a deep and nuanced
understanding of increasingly pressing issues in Canadian society. For scholars and students
seeking a work of political theory that is tangible, focused, and connected to the real world of
everyday politics, Applied Political Theory and Canadian Politics will be an important resource,
combining philosophical insights and empirical evidence to enhance our understanding of
contemporary Canadian politics.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Conservatism and Grace Sebastian Morello,
2023-02-10 This book offers a systematic and detailed examination of the conservative case for
religion by establishment. In doing so, the author demonstrates that the conservative political
tradition is rooted in an inescapably religious worldview, and in turn shows what the future of
conservatism might be. The author begins the book by analysing the thought of prominent
proponents of secular conservatism, chiefly examining the work of Roger Scruton. The author
develops a case to show that Scruton’s arguments on the privatisation of religion are in tension with
his basing of a conservative political settlement on transcendent bonds. The author then examines
alternatives to secular conservatism, especially the chief religious and metaphysical commitments of
early conservatives, Edmund Burke and Joseph de Maistre. Finally, in seeking to establish a
foundational argument for religion by establishment within the conservative tradition, and more
broadly to unify the diverse commitments and objections of conservatives, the author develops a
case that draws on Scruton’s personalism, as well as the thought of Martin Buber, Andrew Pinsent,
and Robert Spaemann. In the course of developing his foundational argument, the author
incorporates findings from experimental psychology and themes from contemporary theology. The
result is a convincing argument in favour of establishmentarian conservatism, as well as the role of
religious ideas in our self-understanding as individuals and as a political community. Conservatism
and Grace will appeal to scholars and advanced students interested in political philosophy,
philosophy of religion, theology, and the history of conservatism.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Rebellious Conservatives David R. Dietrich,
2014-08-07 Rebellious Conservatives analyzes three movements, the anti-abortion/pro-life
movement, the anti-illegal immigration movement, and the Tea Party, to show how perceptions of
threats to their privileges drives conservative protest and how these movements seek to reshape
America.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Political Conservatism and Religious Reformation in
Iran (1905-1979) Amir Yahya Ayatollahi, 2022-03-19 This book is a theoretical inquiry on the relation



of the body politic with the religious movements in the time between the Constitutional Revolution
and the Islamic Revolution in Iran; it illustrates speculative and historical analyses on the
relationship of state, religion, and socio-political status in the late Qajar dynasty (1905-1925) and the
whole Pahlavi monarchy. Particularly, it examines the applicability of “liberal conservatism” to the
era of the last Shah of Iran. The thesis defines the term political conservatism in accord with
Edmund Burke’s philosophy. It deals next with the definition of religious reformation, the peculiar
characteristics of Islam, the Shi'ite political theology, and the contradictory usages of “Islamic
reformation” in the literature. The text gives an overview of the two antagonist sides of nationalism.
It provides also an analysis of the Islamic Republic as a new political phenomenon in Iranian history
and the transformation of all concepts after 1979. Ayatollahi aims to assess the Iranian
conservatism, the possibility of conciliation between politics and religion before the collapse of the
Pahlavi, and “the conditions of possibility” for any restoration of the monarchy.
  definition of a conservative in politics: Why Conservatives Tell Stories and Liberals Don't
David M Ricci, 2015-12-03 Why do conservatives tell stories? Because it helps them win elections
and assail liberal policies like health care reform and economic stimulus. Why is important, but the
what and the how behind the stories that conservatives tell are equally interesting, and in this new
book, David Ricci reveals all. He shows how conservative activists and candidates tell many tales
that come together to project a large-scale story; a cultural narrative; a vision of what America is
and what it should do to prosper socially, economically, and politically. Liberals, by contrast, tend to
look for theories rather than stories, for mathematical explanations rather than theological axioms,
for data rather than anecdotes, and for statistics rather than homilies. The difference is paradoxical.
Liberals are unlikely to fashion sweeping narratives that capture the public s attention and
commitment. Yet conservatives may tell attractive stories like the ones that got us into Iraq that
momentarily capture voter support but end up costing the country more than it can afford.
  definition of a conservative in politics: The Conservative Century Gregory L. Schneider,
2009-11-16 This concise history focuses on the development of American conservatism in the
twentieth century up to the present. Gregory L. Schneider traces the course of a once-reactionary
movement opposed to progressive reform and the New Deal and describes how it came to advance
alternative policies and programs that revolutionized the shaping of domestic politics, foreign policy,
and economic policy. Along the way he profiles such influential thinkers as William F. Buckley, Frank
Meyer, Henry Regnery, and Barry Goldwater. He also details how the decline of liberalism after the
1960s helped conservatives gain political power, and how their energized activism and organization
culminated in the election of Ronald Reagan in 1980. Schneider also describes how the years since
the Reagan Revolution have been decidedly mixed for American conservatives.
  definition of a conservative in politics: The Ideology of the Extreme Right Cas Mudde,
2002 This book provides a comprehensive and detailed analysis of the five main parties of the
extreme right in the Netherlands (Centrumdemocraten, Centrumpartij), Belgium (Vlaams Blok), and
Germany (Die Republikaner, Deutsche Volksunion). Using primary research - including internal
party documents - it concludes that rather than right-wing and extremist, the core ideology of these
parties is xenophobic nationalist, including also a mix of law and order and welfare chauvinism. The
author's research and conclusions have broader implications for the study of the extreme-right
phenomenon and party ideology in general.
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