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THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND V AGABONDS: INSIGHTS FROM MAURIZIO GOTTI

THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS MAURIZIO GOTTI IS A FASCINATING SUBJECT THAT DELVES INTO THE UNIQUE
ARGOT AND SLANG USED BY MARGINALIZED GROUPS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. MAURIZIO GOTTI/ A RENOWNED LINGUIST AND
SOCIOLOGIST, HAS EXTENSIVELY STUDIED THIS SECRETIVE AND COLORFUL FORM OF COMMUNICATION, REVEALING HOW IT
SERVES BOTH AS A SURVIVAL TOOL AND A CULTURAL FINGERPRINT FOR THOSE LIVING ON SOCIETY’S FRINGES. UNDERSTANDING
THIS SPECIALIZED LANGUAGE NOT ONLY SHEDS LIGHT ON THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF THESE GROUPS BUT ALSO ENRICHES OUR
GRASP OF THE EVOLUTION OF LANGUAGE ITSELF.

WHAT Is THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND V AGABONDS?

THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS CANT, ARGOT, OR THIEVES® SLANG, IS A CODED WAY OF
SPEAKING DEVELOPED TO CONCEAL MEANING FROM OUTSIDERS—ESPECIALLY LAW ENFORCEMENT. HISTORICALLY, THIS LINGUISTIC
CODE ALLOWED CRIMINALS, BEGGARS, AND ITINERANTS TO COMMUNICATE FREELY WITHOUT REVEALING THEIR PLANS OR
IDENTITIES TO AUTHORITIES OR THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

MAURIZIO GOTTI’S RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS HOW THIS LANGUAGE IS MORE THAN JUST A SET OF SECRET WORDS. |T ENCOMPASSES

DISTINCTIVE GRAMMAR, METAPHORICAL EXPRESSIONS, AND CULTURAL REFERENCES THAT BIND THE GROUP TOGETHER, CREATING A
SENSE OF IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY. THESE LINGUISTIC FEATURES EVOLVE DYNAMICALLY, ADAPTING TO NEW SOCIAL CONTEXTS
AND CHALLENGES.

HisTorICAL RooTs AND EvVOLUTION

THE ROOTS OF THIS CLANDESTINE LANGUAGE DATE BACK CENTURIES, WITH EVIDENCE FOUND IN VARIOUS CULTURES WORLDW IDE.
FOR INSTANCE, THE ENGLISH CANT USED BY HIGHWAYMEN AND VAGABONDS DURING THE 1OTH AND 17 TH CENTURIES SHARES
SIMILARITIES WITH THE ROMANIAN “M[?] RG[?] RITAR” AND THE FRENCH ARGOT OF THE PARISIAN UNDERWORLD. MAURIZIO GOTTI’S
COMPARATIVE APPROACH SHOWS THAT WHILE THE LEXICONS DIFFER, THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES—SECRECY, GROUP IDENTITY,
AND RESISTANCE—ARE UNIVERSAL.

OVER TIME, THE LANGUAGE HAS INCORPORATED ELEMENTS FROM LOCAL DIALECTS, IMMIGRANT LANGUAGES, AND EVEN MODERN
SLANG. THIS EVOLUTION REFLECTS THE SHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS AND SOCIAL REALITIES OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS, ALLOWING
THE LANGUAGE TO REMAIN RELEVANT AND FUNCTIONAL.

MAURIZIO GOTTI’s CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNDERSTANDING THIS ARGOT

MAURIZIO GOTTI STANDS OUT FOR HIS MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDY OF NONSTANDARD AND MARGINALIZED VARIETIES OF
LANGUAGE, INCLUDING THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS. His WwORK BRIDGES SOCIOLINGUISTICS, ANTHROPOLOGY,
AND HISTORY, OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF HOW LANGUAGE OPERATES WITHIN AND REFLECTS SOCIAL STRUCTURES.

METHODOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS

ONE OF GOTTI’S KEY CONTRIBUTIONS IS THE USE OF CORPUS LINGUISTICS TO ANALYZE THE LANGUAGE PATTERNS OF
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES. BY COMPILING A CORPUS OF TEXTS—SUCH AS CRIMINAL CONFESSIONS, FOLKLORE, AND ORAL
HISTORIES—HE WAS ABLE TO SYSTEMATICALLY EXAMINE FREQUENCY , COLLOCATION, AND SEMANTIC SHIFTS WITHIN THIEVES’
ARGOT. THIS EMPIRICAL APPROACH BROUGHT RIGOR TO A FIELD THAT WAS OFTEN ANECDOTAL AND SPECULATIVE.



SocliAL AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS

BEYOND THE LINGUISTIC MECHANICS, GOTTI’S WORK EMPHASIZES THE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF THIS LANGUAGE. HE DEMONSTRATES
HOW IT SERVES AS A FORM OF RESISTANCE AGAINST MAINSTREAM NORMS AND SURVEILLANCE, FOSTERING SOLIDARITY AMONG
MARGINALIZED INDIVIDUALS. THIS PERSPECTIVE HELPS DISMANTLE STEREOTYPES THAT PAINT THIEVES AND VAGABONDS SIMPLY
AS CRIMINALS, INSTEAD PORTRAYING THEM AS COMMUNITIES WITH RICH CULTURAL TRADITIONS.

THe LINGUISTIC FEATURES OF THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND V AGABONDS

UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE’S STRUCTURE REVEALS WHY IT HAS BEEN SO EFFECTIVE AND ENDURING.

VocABULARY AND W/ ORD FORMATION

THIEVES® AND VAGABONDS’ ARGOT IS CHARACTERIZED BY INVENTIVE VOCABULARY OFTEN DERIVED FROM METAPHOR, EUPHEMISM,
AND BORROWING FROM OTHER LANGUAGES. FOR EXAMPLE:
o METAPHOR: USING TERMS LIKE “IRON” TO MEAN “HANDCUFFS™ OR “THE LONG ARM” TO DENOTE THE POLICE.

o EUPHEMISM: USING PLEASANT-SOUNDING WORDS TO MASK ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS “GOING TO THE MARKET”
MEANING A PLANNED THEFT.

* BORROWING: INCORPORATING WORDS FROM ROMANI, YIDDISH, OR OTHER MINORITY LANGUAGES TO FURTHER OBSCURE
MEANING.

GRAMMAR AND SYNTAX

W/HILE THE VOCABULARY IS THE MOST NOTICEABLE FEATURE, CHANGES IN SYNTAX ALSO OCCUR, INCLUDING UNUSUAL \¥ORD
ORDER OR THE OMISSION OF CERTAIN GRAMMATICAL ELEMENTS TO CREATE AMBIGUITY. THESE SUBTLE SHIFTS MAKE THE
LANGUAGE EVEN HARDER TO DECIPHER BY OUTSIDERS.

PRAGMATIC FUNCTIONS

THE LANGUAGE ALSO RELIES HEAVILY ON CONTEXT, TONE, AND SHARED KNOWLEDGE. A SINGLE PHRASE MIGHT CARRY MULTIPLE
LAYERS OF MEANING DEPENDING ON WHO IS SPEAKING AND WHERE. THIS PRAGMATIC FLEXIBILITY ENHANCES THE LANGUAGE’S
EFFECTIVENESS AS A SECRET CODE.

MoDERN-DAY RELEVANCE AND APPLICATIONS

THOUGH THE WORLD HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY, THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS STILL FINDS RELEV ANCE
TODAY.



INFLUENCE ON PopuLAR CULTURE AND MEDIA

MANY ELEMENTS OF THIS ARGOT HAVE PERMEATED POPULAR CULTURE, ESPECIALLY IN CRIME NOVELS, FILMS, AND MUSIC.
UNDERSTANDING THESE LINGUISTIC ROOTS ENRICHES THE APPRECIATION OF SUCH MEDIA AND OFFERS A MORE NUANCED
PERSPECTIVE ON THE PORTRAYAL OF CRIMINAL SUBCULTURES.

CoNTEMPORARY URBAN SLANG

URBAN SLANG USED BY YOUTH IN MANY CITIES OFTEN BORROWS FROM THE TRADITIONAL LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND
VAGABONDS. MAURIZIO GOTTI’S FINDINGS SUGGEST THAT THESE LINGUISTIC PRACTICES CONTINUE TO SERVE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
SUCH AS SIGNALING GROUP MEMBERSHIP AND RESISTING MAINSTREAM CULTURAL DOMINATION.

L ANGUAGE PRESERVATION AND DOCUMENTATION

W/ ITH GLOBALIZATION AND INCREASED SURVEILLANCE, SOME OF THESE SECRET LANGUAGES ARE AT RISK OF DISAPPEARING.
LINGUISTS INSPIRED BY GOTTI’S WORK ADVOCATE FOR DOCUMENTING AND PRESERVING THESE LINGUISTIC VARIETIES AS
VALUABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE.

TIPS FOR EXPLORING THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND V AGABONDS

FOR LANGUAGE ENTHUSIASTS AND SCHOLARS INTERESTED IN DIVING DEEPER INTO THIS INTRIGUING FIELD, HERE ARE SOME
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS:

1. ReaD HisTorICAL TEXTS: LOOK FOR CRIMINAL MEMOIRS, FOLKLORE COLLECTIONS, AND OLD POLICE RECORDS THAT
CONTAIN EXAMPLES OF THIEVES® CANT.

2. STUDY REGIONAL VARIANTS: DIFFERENT AREAS HAVE DEVELOPED THEIR OWN VERSIONS OF THIS ARGOT, SO EXPLORING
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES CAN PROVIDE RICHER INSIGHTS.

3. ENGAGE WITH SOCIOLINGUISTIC RESEARCH: ACADEMIC PAPERS AND BOOKS BY EXPERTS LIKE MAURIZIO GOTTI OFFER
DETAILED ANALYSES AND CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

4. PARTICIPATE IN LANGUAGE FORUMS: ONLINE COMMUNITIES OFTEN DISCUSS SLANG AND MARGINALIZED LANGUAGES,
OFFERING REAL-TIME EXAMPLES AND DISCUSSIONS.

EXPLORING THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS THROUGH THE LENS OF MAURIZIO GOTTI’S RESEARCH OPENS A WINDOW
INTO A WORLD WHERE LANGUAGE SERVES NOT ONLY AS A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION BUT AS A SHIELD, A SYMBOL, AND A
LIFELINE. THIS LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE, RICH WITH HISTORY AND SOCIAL NUANCE, CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE SCHOLARS AND
CURIOUS MINDS ALIKE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHo IS MAURIZIO GOTTI IN RELATION TO ‘THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND
V AGABONDS ?

MAURIZIO GOTTI IS A SCHOLAR AND AUTHOR KNOWN FOR HIS RESEARCH ON HISTORICAL CRIMINAL ARGOTS, INCLUDING "THe



L ANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND \/AGABONDS// WHICH EXPLORES THE SECRET LANGUAGES USED BY CRIMINALS AND MARGINALIZED
GROUPS.

WHAT IS ‘“THe LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS' ABOUT?

“THe LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS' IS A STUDY OF THE SPECIALIZED SLANG AND SECRET LANGUAGES USED BY
THIEVES, VAGABONDS, AND OTHER MARGINALIZED GROUPS TO COMMUNICATE COVERTLY AND AVOID DETECTION.

\WHY IS THE STUDY OF THIEVES' AND VAGABONDS LANGUAGE IMPORTANT?

STUDYING THESE SECRET LANGUAGES HELPS HISTORIANS AND LINGUISTS UNDERSTAND SOCIAL DYNAMICS, UNDERGROUND
CULTURES, AND THE WAYS MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES RESISTED AUTHORITY THROUGH CODED COMMUNICATION.

\WHAT TIME PERIOD DOES MAURIZIO GOTTI FOCUS ON IN HIS RESEARCH ON THIEVES'
LANGUAGE?

MAURIZIO GOTTI'S RESEARCH PRIMARILY FOCUSES ON EARLY MODERN AND MODERN PERIODS, EXAMINING HOW CRIMINAL ARGOTS
EVOLVED AND WERE USED FROM THE 1OTH CENTURY ONWARDS.

Does MAURIZIO GOTTI PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF THE VOCABULARY USED BY THIEVES AND
VAGABONDS?

YES, GOTTI'S WORK INCLUDES NUMEROUS EXAMPLES OF WORDS AND PHRASES FROM HISTORICAL CRIMINAL SLANG,
ILLUSTRATING HOW THESE COMMUNITIES USED LANGUAGE CREATIVELY FOR SECRECY.

How poes ‘THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS' CONTRIBUTE TO THE FIELD
OF SOCIOLINGUISTICS?

THE WORK SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW MARGINALIZED GROUPS DEVELOP SOCIOLECTS AND ARGOTS AS FORMS OF IDENTITY AND
RESISTANCE, CONTRIBUTING VALUABLE CASE STUDIES TO SOCIOLINGUISTIC THEORY.

ARE THERE MODERN EQUIVALENTS TO THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS
DISCUSSED BY MAURIZIO GOTTI?

W/HILE THE SPECIFIC TERMS HAVE CHANGED, MODERN SUBCULTURES AND CRIMINAL GROUPS CONTINUE TO USE CODED LANGUAGE
AND SLANG TO MAINTAIN SECRECY, A PHENOMENON DISCUSSED IN GOTTI'S COMPARATIVE ANALYSES.

\W/HERE CAN ONE ACCESS MAURIZIO GOTTI'S RESEARCH ON ‘THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES
AND V AGABONDS'?

MAURIZIO GOTTI'S RESEARCH CAN BE FOUND IN ACADEMIC JOURNALS ON LINGUISTICS AND SOCIAL HISTORY, AS WELL AS IN
SPECIALIZED BOOKS AND ONLINE DATABASES FOCUSING ON ARGOT AND SOCIOLECT STUDIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THe LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND V AGABONDS: INSIGHTS FROM MAURIZIO GOTTI

THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS MAURIZIO GOTTI IS A PHRASE THAT INSTANTLY EVOKES CURIOSITY ABOUT THE
SECRETIVE LEXICON USED BY MARGINALIZED GROUPS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. MAURIZIO GOTTI, AN ESTEEMED LINGUIST AND
SCHOLAR, HAS DEDICATED EXTENSIVE RESEARCH TO DECIPHERING THE CODED SPEECH PATTERNS, ARGOTS, AND JARGONS
EMPLOYED BY THIEVES, VAGABONDS, AND ITINERANT COMMUNITIES. His WORK SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS AS
BOTH A TOOL OF SURVIVAL AND A MARKER OF IDENTITY IN SUBCULTURES OFTEN RELEGATED TO SOCIETY'S FRINGES.



GOTTI’S ANALYSIS REVEALS THAT THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS IS NOT MERELY A COLLECTION OF SLANG OR
INFORMAL SPEECH BUT A COMPLEX SOCIO-LINGUISTIC PHENOMENON. |T ENCOMPASSES UNIQUE VOCABULARY, SYNTACTICAL
ALTERATIONS, AND PRAGMATIC NUANCES DESIGNED TO CONCEAL MEANING FROM OUTSIDERS WHILE FACILITATING
COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE GROUP. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE INTRICACIES OF THIS CLANDESTINE LANGUAGE, DRAWING UPON
GOTTI’S FINDINGS AND PLACING THEM IN BROADER HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS.

UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINS AND PURPOSE OF THIEVES® CANT

THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS OFTEN REFERS TO “CANT” OR “ARGOT,” A SECRETIVE VOCABULARY USED BY
CRIMINALS AND MARGINALIZED TRANSIENT GROUPS. MAURIZIO GOTTI’S RESEARCH TRACES THE ROOTS OF THESE LINGUISTIC
SYSTEMS BACK TO MEDIEVAL EUROPE, WHERE ITINERANTS, BEGGARS, AND THIEVES DEVELOPED SPECIALIZED SPEECH TO EVADE
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND PROTECT THEIR ACTIVITIES.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS

HISTORICALLY, CANT SERVED MULTIPLE PURPOSES BEYOND SECRECY. |T FORGED A SENSE OF SOLIDARITY AMONG USERS WHO
WERE FREQUENTLY OSTRACIZED BY MAINSTREAM SOCIETY. GOTTI EMPHASIZES THAT THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND
VAGABONDS WAS A SOCIAL ADHESIVE, ENABLING MEMBERS TO IDENTIFY ONE ANOTHER AND ESTABLISH TRUST IN OTHERWISE
HOSTILE ENVIRONMENTS.

MOREOVER/ THE EVOLUTION OF THESE LANGUAGES REVEALS PATTERNS OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND ADAPTATION. GOTTI
NOTES THAT CANT INCORPORATES ELEMENTS FROM VARIOUS DIALECTS, FOREIGN LANGUAGES, AND EVEN PROFESSIONAL JARGON.
For EXAMPLE, ROMANI INFLUENCES ARE EVIDENT IN MANY EUROPEAN ARGOTS, REFLECTING THE ITINERANT LIFESTYLES SHARED BY
DIFFERENT GROUPS.

FEATURES OF THE LANGUAGE ACCORDING TO MAURIZIO GOTTI

GOTTI IDENTIFIES SEVERAL KEY LINGUISTIC FEATURES THAT CHARACTERIZE THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS:

LEXICAL INNOVATION: THE CREATION OF NEW WORDS OR REPURPOSING EXISTING ONES TO MASK TRUE MEANINGS.

MeTAPHORIC USAGE: EMPLOYING METAPHOR AND SYMBOLISM TO OBSCURE COMMUNICATION.

PHONETIC ALTERATIONS: MODIFICATIONS IN PRONUNCIATION TO FURTHER HINDER COMPREHENSION BY OUTSIDERS.

CODE-SWITCHING: ALTERNATING BETWEEN STANDARD LANGUAGE AND CANT DEPENDING ON CONTEXT.

THESE FEATURES NOT ONLY MAINTAIN SECRECY BUT ALSO ENRICH THE LINGUISTIC IDENTITY OF THE GROUPS INVOLVED.

THe Socio-LiNnGuisTIC RoLe oF CANT IN MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES

MAURIZIO GOTTI’S EXPLORATION EXTENDS BEYOND MERE VOCABULARY, FOCUSING ON HOW CANT FUNCTIONS WITHIN SOCIAL
STRUCTURES. THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS ACTS AS BOTH A SHIELD AND A SOCIAL INSTRUMENT.



LANGUAGE AS A FORM OF RESISTANCE

CANT CAN BE VIEWED AS A FORM OF RESISTANCE AGAINST DOMINANT SOCIETAL NORMS AND LEGAL AUTHORITIES. BY
DEVELOPING AN EXCLUSIVE MODE OF COMMUNICATION, MARGINALIZED GROUPS ASSERT AUTONOMY AND CHALLENGE SOCIAL
EXCLUSION. GOTTI’S STUDIES INDICATE THAT THIS LINGUISTIC RESISTANCE OFTEN PARALLELS BROADER CULTURAL AND
ECONOMIC STRUGGLES FACED BY THESE COMMUNITIES.

TRANSMISSION AND EVOLUTION

THE TRANSMISSION OF CANT IS TYPICALLY ORAL AND INFORMAL, PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS OR ADOPTED BY
NEWCOMERS TO THE GROUP. GOTTI HIGHLIGHTS THAT THIS ORAL TRADITION CONTRIBUTES TO THE DYNAMIC NATURE OF THE
LANGUAGE, ALLOWING IT TO EVOLVE RAPIDLY IN RESPONSE TO CHANGING SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

FURTHERMORE, GOTTI’S COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF VARIOUS EUROPEAN CANTS UNCOVERS PATTERNS IN HOW THESE
LANGUAGES BORROW FROM ONE ANOTHER AND FROM MAINSTREAM DIALECTS. THIS FLUIDITY UNDERSCORES THE ADAPTABILITY
AND RESILIENCE OF THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS.

CoMPARATIVE PersSPECTIVES: CANT VERSUS OTHER SECRET LANGUAGES

MAURIZIO GOTTI SITUATES THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS WITHIN A GLOBAL CONTEXT OF SECRET AND CODED
LANGUAGES, DRAWING PARALLELS AND DISTINCTIONS WITH OTHER SOCIOLECTS.

THIEVES® CANT AND POLARI

POLARI, A SECRET LANGUAGE USED PREDOMINANTLY WITHIN BRITISH GAY SUBCULTURE, SHARES SIMILARITIES WITH CANT IN
PURPOSE AND FUNCTION. BOTH SERVE AS MECHANISMS OF CONCEALMENT AND COMMUNITY BONDING. HO\X/EVER, GOTTI POINTS
OUT THAT POLARI INCORPORATES THEATRICAL AND FLAMBOYANT ELEMENTS REFLECTING ITS UNIQUE CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT,
WHEREAS THIEVES® CANT IS MORE UTILITARIAN AND PRAGMATIC.

ARGOT IN ORGANIZED CRIME

W/HILE THIEVES® CANT OFTEN PERTAINS TO ITINERANT OR PETTY CRIMINAL GROUPS, ORGANIZED CRIME SYNDICATES DEVELOP
THEIR OWN ARGOTS THAT ARE SOMETIMES MORE RIGID AND HIERARCHICAL. GOTTI’S RESEARCH REVEALS THAT THESE CRIMINAL
LANGUAGES TEND TO BE LESS ABOUT ORAL TRADITION AND MORE ABOUT OPERATIONAL SECURITY , REFLECTING DIFFERENT
SOCIAL DYNAMICS.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS IN STUDYING CANT

MAURIZIO GOTTI’S SCHOLARSHIP ACKNOWLEDGES SEVERAL DIFFICULTIES INHERENT IN RESEARCHING THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES
AND VAGABONDS.

o EPHEMERAL NATURE: THE PRIMARILY ORAL TRANSMISSION MEANS THERE IS LIMITED WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION,
COMPLICATING LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS.

o SECRECY AND DISTRUST: SPEAKERS ARE OFTEN RELUCTANT TO SHARE THEIR LANGUAGE WITH OUTSIDERS, LEADING TO
GAPS IN DATA.



® VARIABILITY: CANT VARIES SIGNIFICANTLY BY REGION AND PERIOD, MAKING IT CHALLENGING TO GENERALIZE FINDINGS.

DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, GOTTI’S INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH—COMBINING HISTORICAL RECORDS, ETHNOGRAPHIC
OBSERVATION, AND LINGUISTIC THEORY——OFFERS A ROBUST FRAMEW ORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THIS ELUSIVE LANGUAGE
PHENOMENON.

IMPLICATIONS FOR MODERN LINGUISTICS AND CULTURAL STUDIES

THE STUDY OF THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS AS CONCEPTUALIZED BY MAURIZIO GOTTI HAS BROADER
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIOLINGUISTICS, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND CRIMINOLOGY. IT HIGHLIGHTS HOW LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS AS A
SOCIAL TOOL BEYOND MERE COMMUNICATION—SERVING IDENTITY FORMATION, GROUP COHESION, AND RESISTANCE.

MOREOVER, GOTTI’S WORK INVITES RECONSIDERATION OF STIGMATIZED LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS, ENCOURAGING SCHOLARS
TO APPRECIATE THEIR COMPLEXITY AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. IN AN ERA WHERE DIGITAL COMMUNICATION SHAPES NEW
FORMS OF CODED LANGUAGE, THE HISTORICAL INSIGHTS INTO CANT PROVIDE VALUABLE PARALLELS.

THE LANGUAGE OF THIEVES AND VAGABONDS MAURIZIO GOTTI EXPLORES THUS EMERGES AS A TESTAMENT TO HUMAN

CREATIVITY AND RESILIENCE UNDER MARGINALIZATION. |T BRIDGES PAST AND PRESENT, REVEALING THAT EVEN IN THE SHADOWS
OF SOCIETY, LANGUAGE THRIVES AS A VITAL HUMAN ENDEAVOR.

The Language Of Thieves And Vagabonds Maurizio Gotti

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: The Language of Thieves and
Vagabonds Maurizio Gotti, 2012-08-09 The object of the volume is the analysis of the main
dictionaries and glossaries of the canting language (the particular jargon spoken by thieves and
vagabonds) that appeared in the 17th and 18th centuries. The scholars' attention has mostly
concentrated on the earliest publications - particulary those appearing in the Elizabethan period -,
while relatively little research has investigated subsequent canting dictionaries and glossaries. The
aim of the present volume is to fill this gap. The main works on canting published in the 17th and
18th centuries are analysed in chapters 3 to 10. The first two chapters provide a necessary
introduction to the investigation carried out in the subsequent sections, examining the great
increase in the numbers of vagabonds and criminals in England in that period from a sociohistorical
perspective and reviewing the 16th-century English literature about the underworld. The subsequent
eight chapters give a detailed analysis of the main works on canting which appeared in the second
part of the 17th century and during the whole of the 18th century. The specific features of each
publication are identified, as well as the method adopted by its author in the compilation of his
dictionary/glossary and the most likely sources of its entries, in order to determine the degree of
novelty and relevance that his contribution has brought to this field. The final chapter deals with the
evolution in the meaning of the term 'cant' itself in the period taken into consideration.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: English Historical Linguistics.
Volume 2 Alexander Bergs, Laurel J. Brinton, 2012-10-01

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: The Criminal Baroque Ted Lars
Lennard Bergman, 2021 TEMPORARY Bergman looks at the representation of criminals in early
modern Spanish theatre and the connection between criminality, the portrayal of criminal heroes on
stage, and public displays of law enforcement within and outside the playhouse. His main purpose is
to see to how Baroque spectacle (a term of art in theatre that refers to a particular event, often in
expressions of popular culture) appears either to align itself, work against, or be independent of the
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social means of control of the day. His main argument is that that the propaganda power of early
modern Spanish spectacle has been vastly overstated. Ted L. L. Bergman is a Lecturer in Spanish,
University of St Andrews.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: New Frontiers of Corpus
Research , 2016-08-29 This volume presents highlights of the first ICAME conference held in the
southern hemisphere, in papers on new kinds of corpora for business and communications
technology, as well as those comprising computer-mediated communication and college newspapers.
The latter yield lively insights into the digitized discourse of younger adults and non-professional
writers -- speech communities that have been underrepresented in the standard English corpora.
Other groups that are newly represented in research reported in this volume are bilingual users of
English in Singapore, Hong Kong and China, as corpus data is brought to bear on second-language
speech and writing. The proposed corpus of spoken Dutch profiled here will support research into its
variation in different genres and contexts of use in the Netherlands and in Belgium. Research on
new historical corpora from C15 to C18 is also reported, along with techniques for normalizing
prestandardized English for computerized searching. Meanwhile papers on contemporary usage
show some of the continual interplay between British and American English, in grammar and details
of the lexicon that are important for English language teachers.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: A History of Cant and Slang
Dictionaries Julie Coleman, 2008-11-20 The second volume of Julie Coleman's entertaining and
revealing history of the recording and uses of slang and criminal cant takes the story from 1785 to
1858, and explores their manifestations in the United States of America and Australia. During this
period glossaries of cant were thrown into the shade by dictionaries of slang, which now covered a
broad spectrum of non-standard English, including the language of thieves. Julie Coleman shows
how Francis Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue revolutionized the lexicography of the
underworld. She explores the compilation and content of the earliest Australian and American slang
glossaries, whose authors included the thrice-transported James Hardy Vaux and the legendary
George Matsell, New York City's first chief of police, whose The Secret Language of Crime: The
Rogue's Lexicon informed the script of Martin Scorcese's film Gangs of New York. Cant represented
a tangible danger to life and property, but slang threatened to undermine good behaviour and social
morality. Julie Coleman shows how and why they were at once repellent and seductive. Her
fascinating account casts fresh light on language and life in some of the darker regions of Great
Britain and the English-speaking world.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Kinship Relations in the Gospel of
John Joan C. Campbell, 2023-12-06 This monograph examines the relationships between the two
families of Jesus in the Fourth Gospel. The first family is that of the mother, brothers, and sisters of
Jesus; the second is the fictive family of the disciples. Using social-scientific criticism, Campbell
proposes that the Gospel depicts a sharp division between these families, that is, between the
biological family, the brothers and sisters of Jesus (adelphoi), and the discipleship family that
includes the mother of Jesus.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Strange Vernaculars Janet
Sorensen, 2020-09-08 While eighteenth-century efforts to standardize the English language have
long been studied--from Samuel Johnson's 'Dictionary' to grammar and elocution books of the
period--less well-known are the era's popular collections of odd slang, criminal argots, provincial
dialects, and nautical jargon. 'Strange Vernaculars' delves into how these published works presented
the supposed lexicons of the 'common people' and traces the ways that these languages, once
shunned and associated with outsiders, became objects of fascination in printed glossaries--from
‘The New Canting Dictionary' to Francis Grose's 'Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue'--and in
novels, poems, and songs, including works by Daniel Defoe, John Gay, Samuel Richardson, Robert
Burns, and others--Front jacket flap.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: The Romani Gypsies Yaron Matras,
2015-01-06 Who are the Romani people? -- Romani society -- Customs and traditions -- The Romani



language -- The Roms among the nations -- Between romanticism and racism -- A modern Romani
identity -- Appendix: The mosaic of Romani groups.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Symposium on Lexicography X
Henrik Gottlieb, Jens Erik Mogensen, Arne Zettersten, 2012-05-02 The proceedings cover new
perspectives in the field of lexicography, including both theoretical and practical topics, and new
aspects of special and bilingual dictionaries. The volume also includes contributions dealing with
corpus-based dictionaries, anglicisms, valency, collocations, equivalents, semantics, grammar,
etymology, vocabulary, phonetics, euphemisms, pragmatics, and the techniques of computerized
dictionary production.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Linguistic Bibliography for the
Year 2000 / Bibliographie Linguistique de 1'Année 2000 Sijmen Tol, Hella Olbertz, Mark Janse,
2004-12-10 Bibliographie Linguistique/ Linguistic Bibliography is the annual bibliography of
linguistics published by the Permanent International Committee of Linguists under the auspices of
the International Council of Philosophy and Humanistic Studies of UNESCO. With a tradition of
more than fifty years (the first two volumes, covering the years 1939-1947, were published in
1949-1950), Bibliographie Linguistique is by far the most comprehensive bibliography in the field. It
covers all branches of linguistics, both theoretical and descriptive, from all geographical areas,
including less known and extinct languages, with particular attention to the many endangered
languages of the world. Up-to-date information is guaranteed by the collaboration of some forty
contributing specialists from all over the world. With over 20,000 titles arranged according to a
detailed state-of-the-art classification, Bibliographie Linguistique remains the standard reference
book for every scholar of language and linguistics.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Still More Englishes Manfred
Gorlach, 2002-01-01 This monograph comprises eight papers, most of which originated as
presentations given at international conferences or guest lectures. These papers deal with the
problematic nature of English as a global language, and discuss what makes texts authentic and
reliable for linguistic analysis, Scots in Ulster and in Scotland, forms and functions of English in
Southeast Asia, the spread of rhyming slang, and varieties of ELT. The volume concludes with an
annotated bibliography of the most important publications devoted to varieties of English around the
world.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Speech Representation in the
History of English Peter J. Grund, Terry Walker, 2020-12 This volume explores how speakers and
writers mark, structure, and discuss a previous speech event or fictional speech in historical periods.
Focusing on the Early Modern English and the Late Modern English periods, the book covers
multiple genres including witness depositions, literary texts, letters, histories, and spoken language.
The chapters draw on historical sociolinguistics, historical pragmatics, and corpus linguistics to
show a wide array of approaches to the study of speech representation in the history of English.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: A Changing World of Words ,
2021-11-15 From the contents: Maurizio GOTTI: The origin of 17th century canting terms. - Anne
MCDERMOTT: Early dictionaries of English and historical corpora: in search of hard words. - Paivi
KOIVISTO-ALANKO: Prototypes in semantic change: a diachronic perspective on abstract nouns. -
Manuela ROMANO POZO: A morphodynamic interpretation of synonymy and polysemy in Old
English.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: New Perspectives on English
Historical Linguistics: Lexis and transmission Christian Kay, Simon Horobin, Carole Hough,
Jeremy J. Smith, Inrene Wotherspoon, 2004 This is the second of two volumes of papers selected
from those given at the 12th International Conference on English Historical Linguistics. The first is
New Perspectives on English Historical Linguistics (1): Syntax and Morphology. Together the
volumes provide an overview of many of the issues that are currently engaging practitioners in the
field. In this volume, the primary concern is with the historical study of the English lexicon and its
sound and writing systems. Using research tools such as machine-readable text and lexical corpora,



and intellectual tools such as corpus and cognitive linguistics, many of the papers move from a close
study of a set of data to conclusions of theoretical significance, often concerning questions of
classification and organisation. More broadly, whether concerned with lexicology or transmission,
the papers have a social orientation, since neither lexicology nor phonology can be seen as divorced
from its social setting.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Persistence and Resistance in
English Studies Elisabet Pladevall-Ballester, Sara Martin, 2018-06-11 Persistence and Resistance:
New Research in English Studies gathers together a selection of articles by members of the
Association of Young Researchers in Anglophone Studies (ASYRAS). The volume covers a wide range
of topics dealing with English literature and culture, language and linguistics. Varied in content and
methodology, the articles here offer valuable insights into how young researchers approach the field
of English Studies at a time of crisis when the very existence of the university is at risk. The work
gathered here also shows that we need to reconsider the meaning of international research. Based
mostly in Spanish universities, the researchers gathered here come from a variety of national
backgrounds, mainly Spanish, but also British, American, Eastern European and Chinese. They are
producing research in English Studies in a global Anglophone environment, contributing at the same
time - with persistence and resistance - new approaches that enhance the research produced in the
geographical areas where English is spoken.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Specialized Discourse Maurizio
Gotti, 2003 This book analyses the various features of specialized discourse in order to assess its
degree of specificity and diversification, as compared to general language. Prior to any analysis of
such traits, the notion of specialized discourse and its distinctive properties are clarified, also as
compared to other features frequently occurring in specialized texts which cannot be considered
distinctive. The presence of such properties are accounted for not only in linguistic but also in
pragmatic terms since the approach is interpretative rather tan merely descriptive. The complexity
of this discourse calls for a multidimensional analysis, covering both lexis and morpho-syntax as well
as textual patterning. Some lexical aspects, morphosyntactic features and textual genres are also
examined from a diachronic perspective, thus showing how various conventions concerning
specialized discourse have developed over the last few centuries.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Encoding the Past, Decoding the
Future Isabel Moskowich, 2011-12-08 In the first decade of the twenty first century, Corpus
Linguistics as a methodology had already proved to be an impeccable one, and is probably the most
elaborate way to approach empirical studies on languages. At present this seems to be essential to
formulate general theories about most aspects of languages in different stages of their evolution.
Corpora and Corpus Linguistics have been present in research for a reasonably long time now. The
evolution of the discipline has been assessed by conferences, new publications and all sorts of events
related to the field. Therefore, it seems most convenient to offer an outline of the advances made in
the past decade as well as to try and make a guess as for what is yet to come. The editors have used
their experience to collect a volume that certainly will have something to offer to the scientific
community. Their work as compilers of the Coruia Corpus of English Scientific Writing has made
them familiar with corpus-compilation and the time-consuming tasks it entails. As users of this and
other corpora, they can also appreciate the tools modern technology offers researchers and what the
possibilities of exploitation are. In this way, the selection of papers contained in this volume address
a wide range of scholars interested in the discipline, both corpus compilers and users.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Corpora and the History of
English Christian Mair, Reinhard Heuberger, 2006

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Asian Business Discourse(s)
Francesca Bargiela-Chiappini, Maurizio Gotti, 2005 Reflecting the vigorous interest in studies of
business discourse(s) and culture(s) emerging from various Asian communities, this text examines
linguistic, textual, cultural and pragmatic issues pertaining to the subject.

the language of thieves and vagabonds maurizio gotti: Encyclopedia of Language and




Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's
standard reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's
comprehensiveness and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first
encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative,
up-to-date, comprehensive, and international reference source in its field * An entirely new work,
with new editors, new authors, new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic
articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online
edition * Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with
extensive cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will
include updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000
articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files
online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * ¢. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used
abbreviations * List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language
family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200
language maps in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive
browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic
linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more
information, pricing options and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia
to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any
predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the
fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology,
cognitive science, sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most
authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international reference source in its field
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