how to make a paper christmas tree

How to Make a Paper Christmas Tree: A Festive DIY Guide

how to make a paper christmas tree is a fun and creative project that can bring a touch of holiday
cheer to your home without the need for a traditional tree. Whether you’re working with kids, looking
for an eco-friendly decoration, or simply want to add a personalized flair to your Christmas décor,
crafting a paper Christmas tree is an accessible and rewarding activity. In this guide, we’ll explore
various techniques, materials, and tips to help you create a beautiful paper Christmas tree that suits

your style and space.

Why Choose a Paper Christmas Tree?

The charm of a paper Christmas tree lies in its simplicity and versatility. Unlike real trees that require
watering and disposal after the season, paper trees are reusable and customizable. They also make
excellent alternatives for those with allergies or limited space. Plus, crafting a tree from paper

encourages creativity and can be a relaxing way to get into the holiday spirit.

Using recycled or craft paper adds an eco-conscious element to your decorations, making your holiday
decor both beautiful and sustainable. Additionally, paper Christmas trees can range from minimalist
designs to elaborate structures adorned with glitter, paint, and ornaments, making them perfect for any

skill level or aesthetic preference.

Materials Needed for Making a Paper Christmas Tree

Before diving into the steps, it’s helpful to gather all your materials. Depending on the style of paper

tree you want to create, your supplies may vary, but here are some common items:



» Colored or patterned craft paper (green shades are popular, but don’t be afraid to experiment)

e Scissors or craft knife

Glue stick or liquid glue

Tape (double-sided tape can be handy)

Ruler and pencil

Decorative elements like glitter, stickers, beads, or small ornaments
¢ A base material such as cardboard or a small wooden block for stability

¢ Optional: string or thread for hanging features

Choosing paper with different textures—such as construction paper, origami paper, or cardstock—can
add depth and interest to your tree. For a more traditional look, green cardstock or construction paper

works well, while patterned paper or metallic sheets can create a modern or whimsical vibe.

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Make a Paper Christmas Tree

1. Simple Folded Paper Tree

One of the easiest ways to make a paper Christmas tree is by folding paper into a cone shape and

adding layers or embellishments.



1. Start with a square or rectangular piece of green paper.

2. Roll the paper into a cone shape, adjusting the size to your liking. Secure the edge with glue or

tape.

3. Cut small slits or fringe along the edges of the cone for texture.

4. To add dimension, cut smaller cones and stack them on top of each other, securing with glue.

5. Decorate your tree with tiny paper stars, glitter, or stickers.

This method is great for beginners and can be completed in under 30 minutes, making it perfect for

last-minute decorations or crafting with children.

2. Origami Paper Christmas Tree

For those who enjoy origami, folding an intricate paper Christmas tree can be both challenging and

rewarding.

o Start with green origami paper, ideally square-shaped.

e Fold the paper into triangular segments, creating layers that resemble tree branches.

» Use precise folds to give the tree structure and symmetry.

¢ Add a small paper star at the top using a different color paper.



¢ Optional: Use a thin wooden dowel or skewer as the tree trunk, attaching the folded tree on top.

Origami trees make elegant decorations that can be displayed on mantels, windowsills, or as part of a

holiday centerpiece. They also make thoughtful handmade gifts.

3. Layered Paper Christmas Tree with Cutouts

A more decorative approach involves cutting multiple layers of paper into tree shapes and stacking

them to create a 3D effect.

1. Cut out several tree shapes from green cardstock, each slightly smaller than the last.

2. Apply glue to the center of each tree and stack them, aligning the trunks but allowing the

branches to fan out.

3. Once dry, gently bend the edges of each layer upward to add volume and texture.

4. Decorate with paper ornaments, sequins, or ribbon bows.

5. Mount the finished tree on a sturdy base like cardboard or a wooden block for stability.

This style allows for a lot of creativity with colors, patterns, and decorations, making it a centerpiece-

worthy project.



Creative Tips for Enhancing Your Paper Christmas Tree

When learning how to make a paper Christmas tree, the decorating phase is where you can really

personalize your creation. Here are some ideas to inspire you:

Use glitter or metallic pens to add sparkle to the edges of the tree or its ornaments.

Create paper garlands by stringing together small paper circles or stars, then draping them

around your tree.

Add texture by layering different types of paper, such as combining tissue paper with cardstock.

* Incorporate natural elements like small pine cones, dried orange slices, or cinnamon sticks glued

to the tree for a rustic touch.

» Personalize with names or messages by writing holiday greetings on small paper tags and

attaching them as ornaments.

Where to Display Your Paper Christmas Tree

One of the best things about a paper Christmas tree is its portability and adaptability. You can place it

virtually anywhere around your home or office. Consider these spots:

¢ On a windowsill where it can catch natural light, highlighting any shimmering decorations.

¢ As a centerpiece on your dining or coffee table, surrounded by candles or pine branches.



¢ On a bookshelf or mantle, mixed with other holiday décor.
* At a workstation or desk to bring some festive cheer to your work environment.

¢ Hanging from the ceiling using string for a whimsical floating tree effect.

Because paper trees are lightweight and often unbreakable, they are perfect for spaces where a

traditional tree might be impractical.

Additional Ideas: Beyond the Traditional Tree Shape

While the classic triangular Christmas tree shape is beloved, you can also experiment with other paper
tree designs to keep things interesting:
o Spiral Trees: Cut a spiral from a circular piece of paper and hang it so it twirls gently.

* Accordion-fold Trees: Fold paper back and forth like a fan, then stand it upright to create a

textured tree.

e Modular Paper Trees: Construct your tree from multiple folded paper units assembled together

for a geometric look.

Trying different techniques not only enhances your crafting skills but also results in unique decorations

that stand out during the holiday season.

Exploring how to make a paper Christmas tree opens up a world of crafting possibilities that blend



tradition with innovation. Whether you prefer a simple cone or a complex origami masterpiece, the
process is enjoyable and rewarding. Plus, when the holidays are over, you can easily store your paper
tree for next year or repurpose the paper for other festive crafts. Happy crafting, and may your paper

Christmas tree bring warmth and joy to your celebrations!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do | need to make a paper Christmas tree?

To make a paper Christmas tree, you typically need colored paper (green is common), scissors, glue

or tape, a ruler, and optionally decorations like glitter, stickers, or markers.

How can | make a simple 3D paper Christmas tree?

Start by cutting several paper triangles of different sizes. Fold each triangle to create a cone shape
and secure with glue or tape. Stack the cones from largest to smallest, gluing them together to form a

3D tree.

Are there any easy origami designs for paper Christmas trees?

Yes, there are simple origami Christmas tree designs that require only folding a square piece of green
paper step-by-step. These designs often involve creating layered folds to simulate tree branches.
Can | make a paper Christmas tree using recycled materials?

Absolutely! You can use old magazines, newspapers, or scrap paper to create a paper Christmas tree.
Just cut the paper into shapes or strips and assemble them creatively to form the tree.

How do | decorate a paper Christmas tree to make it festive?

You can decorate your paper Christmas tree by adding small paper ornaments, glitter, tiny pom-poms,

stickers, or drawing on it with markers. Adding a small star or bow on top enhances the festive look.



Additional Resources

How to Make a Paper Christmas Tree: A Step-by-Step Guide to Festive Crafting

how to make a paper christmas tree is a question that gains traction every holiday season as
individuals seek creative, budget-friendly, and environmentally conscious ways to decorate. Paper
Christmas trees have become a popular alternative to traditional trees due to their versatility, ease of
customization, and sustainability. This article delves into the practical aspects of creating paper
Christmas trees, exploring various techniques, materials, and design options to help crafters of all skill

levels produce a festive centerpiece that is both charming and eco-friendly.

The Appeal of Paper Christmas Trees

Paper Christmas trees offer several advantages over real or artificial trees. From an ecological
perspective, using paper—especially recycled or sustainably sourced paper—reduces the carbon
footprint associated with harvesting natural trees or manufacturing plastic ones. Economically, paper
trees are cost-effective, requiring only basic materials readily available at home or local stores.
Additionally, paper trees provide an excellent platform for customization, allowing decorators to

experiment with colors, shapes, and textures that might be impractical with conventional trees.

In understanding how to make a paper Christmas tree, it is essential to consider the different styles
available. Some prefer minimalist, geometric designs that emphasize clean lines and modern
aesthetics, while others opt for lush, layered trees that mimic the fullness of natural evergreens. The
choice of paper—construction paper, cardstock, origami paper, or even recycled newspaper—also

influences the tree’s look and durability.

Materials and Tools Required



Before embarking on the crafting process, gathering the right materials is crucial. The selection

depends heavily on the chosen design and the complexity of the paper Christmas tree.

Essential Materials

Paper: A mix of cardstock for sturdiness, colored construction paper for vibrancy, or patterned

origami paper for intricate folding.

Adhesives: Glue sticks, white craft glue, or double-sided tape to assemble the tree securely.

Cutting Tools: Scissors or precision craft knives for detailed cuts.

Decorative Elements: Glitter, sequins, beads, or markers to personalize the tree.

Base Support: Cardboard or foam board to provide structural stability for standing trees.

Optional Tools

¢ Ruler and pencil for precise measurements and markings.

¢ Bone folder or a similar tool to create sharp folds.

¢ Templates or stencils to aid in consistent shapes.



Step-by-Step Process: How to Make a Paper Christmas Tree

The process can vary widely depending on the chosen style, yet most paper Christmas trees follow a

few fundamental steps: planning, cutting, folding or assembling, and decorating.

1. Planning Your Design

Begin by deciding the size and style of your paper Christmas tree. Do you want a small tabletop
decoration or a larger floor-standing tree? Would you like a traditional triangular silhouette, a spiral
design, or a layered tiered structure? Sketching your idea on paper helps visualize dimensions and

material requirements.

2. Cutting the Paper

Accurate cutting is vital for neat assembly. If creating a conical tree, cut a semicircular piece of
cardstock and roll it into a cone, securing the edge with glue. For a layered tree, cut multiple triangles
or leaf shapes in graduated sizes. Precision in this phase ensures that pieces fit together seamlessly

without gaps or overlaps.

3. Folding and Assembly

Certain designs, such as origami paper trees, rely heavily on folding techniques. Practice basic folds
like valley and mountain folds to shape paper into branches or leaves. For tiered trees, stack the
layers from largest to smallest and glue them together centrally to maintain balance. If constructing a

3D tree, consider reinforcing joints with tape or additional glue for stability.



4. Decorating

After the tree structure is complete, the decoration phase allows for creativity. Applying paint, adding
glitter, or attaching small ornaments can elevate the paper Christmas tree’s festive appeal. Some
crafters use tiny LED lights powered by small batteries to add a warm glow, while others incorporate

natural elements such as pinecones or dried flowers for texture.

Variations and Techniques in Paper Christmas Tree Crafting

Exploring different methods offers insight into the versatility of paper as a medium for holiday crafts.

Origami Paper Christmas Trees

Origami trees utilize folding techniques without cutting or gluing, emphasizing precision and patience.
This approach is ideal for those interested in traditional Japanese paper crafts. Origami paper trees

tend to be lightweight and flat, making them excellent for cards or wall decorations.

Layered Paper Trees

Layered trees involve stacking or gluing multiple paper shapes to build volume. This technique can
simulate the dense branches of a real Christmas tree. It allows for mixing colors and textures, such as

alternating green and white layers to mimic snow-covered branches.

Pop-Up Paper Trees



Pop-up trees are often incorporated into holiday cards or booklets. These designs fold flat for mailing
and expand into three-dimensional shapes when opened. Creating pop-up trees requires precision in

cutting and scoring paper to ensure smooth unfolding.

Pros and Cons of Paper Christmas Trees

Understanding the benefits and limitations of paper Christmas trees can guide crafters in choosing this

option.

Pros

Eco-Friendly: Paper is biodegradable and often recyclable, making it an environmentally

responsible choice.

Cost-Effective: Materials are inexpensive and often readily available.

Customizable: Easy to personalize with colors, patterns, and decorations.

Space-Saving: Many paper trees are lightweight and compact, perfect for small living spaces.

Safe for Allergies: Unlike real trees, paper trees do not produce allergens.

Cons



 Durability: Paper is susceptible to damage from moisture, tearing, and general wear.
o Structural Limitations: Larger trees require careful engineering to remain stable.

¢ Less Traditional: May not satisfy those who prefer the scent and feel of real evergreen trees.

Enhancing Your Paper Christmas Tree Experience

For those who wish to elevate their paper Christmas tree beyond a simple craft, integrating technology
or mixed media can add dimension and interest. Incorporating LED fairy lights with battery packs
discreetly hidden within the layers can simulate the twinkle of a traditional tree. Using metallic or
holographic paper adds a modern, shiny texture that catches light in dynamic ways. Additionally,
pairing paper trees with complementary decorations like handmade paper ornaments or garlands can

create a cohesive and sophisticated holiday display.

Moreover, the process of making a paper Christmas tree can be a communal or educational activity.
Workshops at schools or community centers often use paper tree crafting to teach geometry,

symmetry, and fine motor skills, blending festive spirit with learning.

In conclusion, mastering how to make a paper Christmas tree involves a blend of creativity, precision,
and resourcefulness. With myriad styles and techniques available, this craft offers a unique opportunity
to engage with holiday traditions in an innovative and sustainable manner. Whether for personal
enjoyment, gifting, or educational purposes, paper Christmas trees remain a versatile and enduring

symbol of festive ingenuity.
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how to make a paper christmas tree: DIY Paper Christmas Tree Guide Knox P River,


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/how-to-make-a-paper-christmas-tree.pdf

2022-11-05 It's so easy to find just the right art card perforated, colored, and ready to embellish-that
beams with good will and cheerfulness. With a wealth of scrapbook papers, cardstock templates, and
frameable art, Christmas Papercrafting is a wonderful resource for every crafter who wants to send
their holiday best GRAB A YOUR COPY NOW

how to make a paper christmas tree: The Well of Sorrow Diana English, 2025-04-29 A
captivating story of a child’s survival of family violence and trauma, The Well of Sorrow, set in
California and England in the 1960s and 70s, will interest fans of historical fiction, victims, and
caregivers of victims of abuse/neglect. There is a common belief that an ordinary response to
atrocities is to banish them from consciousness, as Diana did as a child and as an adult. Even as a
young child, she endured and survived unspeakable traumas and adversities. As a national expert on
child abuse and neglect, Diana English is uniquely qualified to write this deeply personal memoir.
The Well of Sorrow follows Diana and her young siblings in their determination to survive the
household their mother deemed “too violent” to stay in. Diana’s childhood is one of violence and
trauma but also a story of healing and survival sustained by sibling connection, serendipity, random
acts of kindness, grit, and a will to survive.

how to make a paper christmas tree: Amazing World of Origami Pasquale De Marco,
Discover the enchanting world of origami with Amazing World of Origami, your ultimate guide to
this ancient and captivating art form. Immerse yourself in a journey of creativity, relaxation, and
discovery as you unveil the secrets of paper folding and transform simple sheets into intricate works
of art. Within these pages, you'll embark on an exploration of origami's rich history and origins,
tracing its evolution from ancient traditions to its modern-day resurgence. Delve into the
fundamental techniques and folds that serve as the building blocks of origami, mastering the art of
crease patterns and transforming flat paper into three-dimensional masterpieces. Whether you're a
seasoned origami enthusiast or just beginning your paper-folding adventure, Amazing World of
Origami provides a comprehensive and accessible guide to suit all skill levels. With step-by-step
instructions and clear illustrations, you'll be guided through a diverse range of projects, from simple
and approachable creations to more complex and challenging designs. Unlock your creativity and
explore the endless possibilities of origami. Fold delicate origami cranes that flutter in the breeze,
vibrant paper flowers that add a touch of elegance to any room, and intricate geometric patterns
that showcase the beauty of mathematical precision. Discover the art of modular origami, where
individual units come together to form larger and more elaborate structures. Origami isn't just a
hobby; it's a meditative practice that promotes relaxation, mindfulness, and a sense of
accomplishment. As you engage in the art of paper folding, you'll find your mind slowing down, your
focus sharpening, and your stress melting away. Origami is a journey of self-discovery, where you'll
connect with your inner artist and unlock your creative potential. With Amazing World of Origami as
your guide, you'll embark on a transformative journey into the world of origami. Whether you're
folding alone or sharing the joy of origami with friends and family, this book will ignite your
imagination, inspire your creativity, and leave you with a newfound appreciation for the art of paper
folding. Embrace the magic of origami and let your creativity soar!

how to make a paper christmas tree: Making Great Papercrafts, Origami, Stationery and Gift
Wraps Lucy Painter, 2006 This volume is a compendium of papercraft techniques and papercraft
projects. It gives clear, easy-to-follow information on materials, equipment and techniques and
contains over 300 pieces to create.

how to make a paper christmas tree: Let's Grandparent JoAn Vaughan, 2008-12-01 With baby
boomers swelling the ranks of grandparents, there is a large and growing audience for Let’s
Grandparent. There are no other books on the market with the variety of content or perspective
presented in this book. With its emphasis upon the crucial early years, it has special appeal for new
grandparents and those with young grandchildren. During this honeymoon period grandparents are
typically enthusiastic about their new role and eager to learn all they can to make the most of time
spent with their grandchildren. They want it to be fun, have an educational value, and strengthen
close intimate bonds. Let's Grandparent shows them how to achieve these goals through an in-depth



understanding of child development, over four hundred kid-tested activities and tips for simple but
satisfying experiences together. The author brings together her personal experience as an
enthusiastic grandparent with her professional career in early childhood education to create this
insightful and enjoyable guide. The intended audience for this book is grandparents with young
grandchildren, especially targeted for a well-educated, middle-class audience and grandparents of
both men and women in their late middle-age and early retirement years ¢ Parents of young
children, who often are looking for ways to encourage closer connections between their children and
their grandparents * Anyone wishing to form a close relationship with a young child, such as other
relatives or mentors to young children ¢ Participants of workshops and classes for grandparents ¢
Early childhood education (National Association for the Education of Young Children and Association
of Childhood Education International)

how to make a paper christmas tree: Cassell's household guide Cassell, 1td, 1873

how to make a paper christmas tree: How to Make Money Using Etsy Timothy Adam,
2011-02-23 In a world where most products are manufactured by machines, Etsy offers an online
platform for makers of handmade products and crafts to market and sell their goods to a vast
network of buyers who demand unique, genuine products. To date, the site has attracted over
400,000 sellers who collectively have sold over 30 million items, generating more than $180.6
million in revenue. The only resource of its kind, How to Make Money Using Etsy--written by Tim
Adam who has successfully been selling his products all over the world through his Etsy shop since
2007--guides readers step-by-step through the many stages of selling online. How-to topics include:
Establish your Etsy shop Effectively photograph your products Post your products to optimize
visibility and increase sales Brand your business Use social media like blogs, Twitter, and Facebook
to connect with buyers and grow your business

how to make a paper christmas tree: Literacy on Display Linda Duncan, Liz Webster, 2002

how to make a paper christmas tree: Cassell's Household Guide Cassell & Company, 1869

how to make a paper christmas tree: The Ultimate Crafting Guide Brenda Sanders,
2022-03-18 Do you want to make your ordinary crafts into extraordinary ones? Are you looking for
creative project ideas for having fun? If you answered yes to these questions, then The Ultimate
Crafting Guide” is the right book for you! In this comprehensive guide, written for beginners, but
also for those who already have some basic knowledge and want to enrich their artistic background,
you can learn all the techniques to have a lot of fun and create useful projects for any occasion and
for your home. You can learn how to cut paper into long dainty strips, folding and squeezing the
pieces in to various shapes, and afterward sticking the ways together to frame enlivening artistry,
thanks to this book. If you can dream of doing it and you can knot it, then you can accomplish it. Due
to the accuracy of the knotting procedure, deliberately made Macramé articles are amazingly
engaging. Thus, they make perfect gifts and can likewise be used for individual use. Cricut, as you
have probably known, is basically a die-cutting machine. It gives you the ability to create something
beautiful out of unique materials. It has been used by many to create such novelties as: Logos,
Design for T-shirts, decorations, tote-bags, book covers, stickers, Vinyl appliques among many other
things. In the first book, “Quilling for Beginners”, you’ll find: - Types of Paper Recommended for
Quilling - Tools and Material - Quilling Basics for Beginners - Fundamental Techniques In the second
book, “Quilling Patterns for Beginners”, you'll find: - Quilling tips - Project Ideas - Various quilling
patterns In the third book, “Macrame For Beginners, we’ll talk about: - Story and Tradition of
Macramé - Types of Macramé Knots and Techniques - Examples of Celtic Knots Design - Step by
Step Macramé Projects In the fourth book, “Cricut For Beginners”, you'll learn: - How to set up your
Cricut machine on any device - Some DIY projects to get your inspiration from - How to get your
Cricut machine to last for a lifetime - How to resolve common problems related to your machine This
guide will assist you in creating something for yourself as well as for your friends and family and it
shows you everything you need to get results; you'll be surprised by yourself! What are you waiting
for? Grab your copy now!

how to make a paper christmas tree: The Noble Generation Stephen F. Neubauer, Joan &



Steve Neubauer, Joan R. Neubauer, 2004-09 No nation or set of ideals has captured the imagination
of the world as the American experience. These are the stories of people who came to the U.S. to
begin anew and live in freedom.

how to make a paper christmas tree: The Last Village Smithy Ray Glabach, 2011-07-05
One of the large sliding doors on the south side of the shop was wide open and Henry went through
it on a dead run followed closely by the angry ox. Henry ran completely through the shop and out an
open door on the garage end. Luckily, the ox was slowed somewhat by its new iron shoes which
didnt provide much traction on the hard concrete floor. But, it knew where Henry went and charged
out the door after him. Chapter 3: the Ox Shoe Incident The next morning while Frank was doing the
milking, Tex came slowly limping into the barn on three legs. One ear was badly torn and his white
fur was caked with dried blood. Thank God youre back. We had given you up for dead, Frank told
him. The rest of the milking would have to wait. Chapter 8: Frank Woods Muck-land Potatoes What
was in that cabinet? What was so valuable or secretive that it needed to always be locked away?
Moreover, why didnt Henry, who knew just about everything about the town, know what was inside?
Or, was it a secret and he wasnt telling? As youthful curiosity will often insist, one day I just had to
have an answer. Chapter 12: Town Hall Tales When the spray of water hit the fire and hot bricks, it
instantly turned to a huge quantity of steam. The steam immediately changed direction and exploded
out the top of the chimney. The steam explosion launched many bricks and one very startled fireman
off the roof still clutching the writhing fire hose as if it was an enraged python with a bareback rider.
Chapter 17: the Cellar Savers It would have been priceless to see the expression that must have
come across the face of the cars driver as his headlights caught the sight of that sled full of kids
passing him and pulling ahead. Chapter 28: The Ripsled Riders

how to make a paper christmas tree: Miscellaneous Publication, 1927

how to make a paper christmas tree: Primary Education , 1894

how to make a paper christmas tree: Inspiration Jan Ray, 2001-05 Projects for language
arts, social studies, science and math. Provided templates can be modified to meet specific needs.
Project samples also provided

how to make a paper christmas tree: A Year in Kindergarten Mary F. Smith, 1968

how to make a paper christmas tree: New Perspectives Cecelia Frances Page, 2008-10
NEW PERSPECTIVES is an inspiring book about fifty, worthwhile topics. Most of the topics are
nonfiction. Some short stories are The Daring Experience, Romantic Moments, Climbing Episode,
The Competition and Intimidating Moments. Some adventures are Westward Journeys, Santa
Barbara Excursions, Yonder Field, The Parade, The Picnic, Paradise and Television Wonders.
Informative articles are The Longest Day, Musical Celebrations, Pot-luck Specialties, Millions of
Years Ago, Evolution Exists, Famous Musicians, Movie Stars, Becoming a Writer, Driving a Car,
Paper Objects, Money and Inflation, Different Hats, Hairdos, Surfing, Growing Older and American
Indian Artistic Accomplishments. Other stimulating articles are Business Transactions, Church and
Temple Participants, Voting Is Important, Why Guns Should Be Banned, Prevent Snoring, What To
Do About Kidney Failure, Eating At A Cafeteria, Backwoodsmen, Educate Yourself, Flower
Arrangements and Future Predictions. Inspirational articles are The Thinking Process, Transcending
Memories, Discover Yourself, Spiritual Climaxes, Paradise and Insights. Articles about nature are
Springtime Again, Sunset Glow and Ocean Interludes.M Enjoy reading NEW PERSPECTIVES. You
will have the opportunity to develop new outlooks to expand your awareness.

how to make a paper christmas tree: Changing Seasons Mel Stolhand, 2008-05-21 BOOK
DESCRIPTION Changing Seasons traces the lives of Warren and Arleta Martin as they seek a better
life for their family. After their marriage, Warren goes to work for Arletas father on his farm, but
Arleta yearns for something better. The whole country is struggling through the depression, and
after Mother Nature ravages the area where they live in Texas, money for work on the farm becomes
scarce. Leaving his pregnant wife at home, Warren travels out of state to find a job that will pay
cash, promising to be home before the baby is born. The story is told through the eyes of Mary, their
oldest daughtera bright and precocious child who is the center of her Grandma Jamisons world.




Mary feels secure and loved, even in a world on the brink of World War II. Then that security is
snatched away when her parents decide to travel west seeking a better life for their small family.
The trip to California in a crowded car with the Jefferson family is a long, tiring ride in late
December of 1941, especially to three-year-old Mary who has never seen these people before. When
she realizes that this is not just a ride to town, but that they are leaving her beloved Grandma
Jamison, she begs to return to Texas, but her wishes fall on deaf ears. When they finally reach their
destination she discovers they have moved to what she describes as a wide spot in the road, and
their new house isnt much better than the one they left in Texas. Soon after arriving in California
Mary is told she must learn to speak correctly, There is no such word as aint, she is told, and shes
not to use southern slangwords like didja, gonna, gotta, and dozens of others. Its all very confusing,
especially when she is informed that her Mama would henceforth be known as Mother. Soon more of
her fathers family joins them in California, and she doesnt feel quite so lonesome. Then she reaches
school age, and comes face to face with a whole new world, when she discovers that she is just a
small cog in the scheme of things, and she is forever falling out of sync. Marys parents have grilled
into her that she is never to get into a car with a stranger. So, when a car pulls to a stop and a lady
gets out and approaches her, while she is waiting at the bus stop alone on the first day of school,
Mary panics. She is sure that the lady is going to kidnap her, so she runs home, screaming all the
way. Things went downhill from there. Most of Marys pretty school dresses were made of printed
flour sacks, but some of the girls referred to them as rags. Once the other kids realized that she was
very smart, and always got top grades, she became known as smarty-pants, teachers pet, and other
names that were not so nice. Mary began to think of herself as a country mouse in comparison to
other girls. Especially since her hair was a plain mousy brown without any curl, while her cousin,
Olivia, and her sister, Reba, both were curly headed blonds. So Mary withdrew and turned to books
and a world of make believe. However, there are happy times too. Once a month the Martins and
Jeffersons go on a picnic to a local park, where the children play on the playground equipment and
go for exciting boat rides. Another time they attend a war bond rally, where The Sons of the
Pioneers, along with Roy Rogers and his horse, Trigger, are the main attraction. And theres the
Fourth of July picnic, where one of the rockets went astray and caused all kinds of excitement.
Theres also travel. One Christmas, four families of the Martin relatives caravan by automobile to
Texas to spend the holidays with the rest of the family. Along the road they run into all types of
excitement; rain, wind, snow, ice, flooded roads, and even a cattle drive. Finally they reach their
destination, and its a whirlwind of new experiences for Mary. The cousins join in building a
snowman, and then proceed to have a snowball fight. Its a rare treat, since there is no snow in

how to make a paper christmas tree: River of Skulls ]. F. Langton, 2010 Emily Fairfield sails
to California in 1850 expecting her lawyer-turned-gold miner husband to meet her for a second
honeymoon in San Francisco. Instead, she finds herself amidst a wild and lawless culture dominated
by gold-fever. Feeling abandoned, Emily is nonetheless determined to find her husband. But when
she is met by an old man on the waterfront, her determination turns to cold fear when he says that
El Rio de las Calveras, where she may find her husband, translates to the River of Skulls. A
wonderful story of a brave, adventurous woman, her family, and events in the period which spans
1850 to 1906. The author vividly portrays the events and gorgeous scenery of the foothills in which
she lives.---C. Leandro, Santa Margarita, CA River of Skulls unfolds in an engrossing narrative of life
in California's Gold Rush era. Careful research on the part of the author is reflected in the story's
period setting and dialogue, fulfilling the reader's desire for authenticity. The life of a gutsy woman
and her family makes this a page turner, right up to the end! --M. J. Post, Portland, OR I thought
River of Skulls was a marvelous first novel for the author...a true delight to read. --Dori Hamilton,
Beaverton

how to make a paper christmas tree: The Living Church , 1961
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