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History of Professional Wrestling: From Carnival Roots to Global Spectacle

History of professional wrestling is a fascinating tale that spans centuries,
blending athleticism, theatricality, and storytelling into one of the most
unique forms of entertainment worldwide. Unlike many sports that rely purely
on competition, professional wrestling has evolved into a hybrid art form
where scripted drama and physical prowess intersect. Understanding this rich
history not only sheds light on its cultural significance but also explains
why wrestling continues to captivate audiences of all ages today.

The Origins: Wrestling as a Spectacle

The story of professional wrestling begins long before it became the high-
octane entertainment we recognize today. Wrestling itself is one of
humanity’'s oldest sports, with depictions found in ancient cave paintings and
records from civilizations such as Egypt, Greece, and Rome. These early forms
were genuine contests of strength and skill, often featured in festivals and
military training. However, the transition toward professional wrestling as
entertainment started in the 19th century.

Carnival Wrestling and the Birth of Showmanship

In the late 1800s, wrestling matches became a popular attraction at traveling
carnivals and fairs across Europe and North America. These carnival wrestlers
often combined legitimate grappling techniques with theatrical antics
designed to thrill crowds and sell tickets. Promoters realized that audiences
were just as interested in the drama and personalities as they were in the
athletic contest itself. This gave rise to “worked” matches—prearranged
outcomes that emphasized storytelling and character development.

Carnival wrestling was the crucible where the seeds of modern professional
wrestling were planted. Wrestlers adopted colorful personas, engaging in
feuds and rivalries that added an extra layer of excitement. This era also
introduced the concept of the “heel” (villain) and the “face” (hero),
archetypes that remain central to wrestling storytelling.

The Golden Age: Wrestling’s Rise in the Early
20th Century

By the early 1900s, professional wrestling had become a staple of American
entertainment, especially in urban centers. The sport evolved from carnivals



into more organized promotions and venues. The invention of television in the
mid-20th century was a game-changer, propelling wrestling into millions of
homes and expanding its fanbase exponentially.

Territorial Promotions and Regional Stars

Before the advent of national wrestling promotions, the United States was
divided into “territories,” each governed by a local wrestling promotion.
These promotions operated somewhat independently, cultivating regional stars
and storylines tailored to local audiences. Wrestlers would often travel from
territory to territory to maintain fresh matchups and avoid overexposure.

This regional system allowed for a rich diversity of wrestling styles and
characters. For example, in the southern U.S., wrestling leaned heavily on
larger-than-life personalities and melodrama, while the northeast favored
technical wrestling skills. The territorial era laid the foundation for the
complex, interconnected wrestling world that fans would come to know.

Iconic Figures and Moments

The history of professional wrestling is peppered with legendary figures who
defined eras and inspired generations. Names like Gorgeous George brought
flamboyance and charisma, transforming wrestling into a spectacle of
personality. Meanwhile, technical wrestlers like Lou Thesz and Buddy Rogers
showcased the athleticism and skill wrestling could embody.

One pivotal moment was the rise of Vince McMahon’s World Wrestling Federation
(WWF, now WWE) in the 1980s. McMahon'’s vision was to unify the territories
under a national banner, using the power of cable television and pay-per-
view. This strategy revolutionized wrestling’s reach and transformed it into
a global phenomenon.

The Modern Era: Wrestling as Pop Culture
Phenomenon

In recent decades, professional wrestling has grown far beyond its carnival
origins to become a multi-billion-dollar industry. Today’s wrestling combines
intense athletic competition with intricate storytelling, often blurring the
lines between reality and fiction to engage fans deeply.

Global Expansion and Diverse Styles



The history of professional wrestling is no longer confined to North America
or Europe. Countries like Japan and Mexico have rich wrestling traditions
that have influenced the global scene. Japanese puroresu emphasizes strong
style and hard-hitting matches, while Mexican lucha libre is renowned for its
high-flying maneuvers and colorful masks.

These international styles have cross-pollinated in recent years, with
wrestlers and promotions collaborating worldwide. This fusion enriches the
wrestling product and appeals to a broader audience, showcasing a blend of
athleticism and culture.

Behind the Scenes: The Art of Storytelling

At its core, professional wrestling is about storytelling. Promos,
interviews, and backstage segments build characters and rivalries that
culminate in matches. Writers and performers work together to craft
narratives that evoke emotions ranging from joy to outrage.

Understanding the history of professional wrestling helps fans appreciate the
craft behind the spectacle. For instance, the timing of a wrestler’s “turn”
(switching from hero to villain or vice versa) can dramatically impact
audience reaction. Similarly, match outcomes are often designed to advance
storylines or develop characters rather than simply declare a winner.

Impact on Popular Culture and Beyond

Professional wrestling’s influence extends far beyond the ring. It has
inspired movies, television shows, video games, and even fashion trends.
Wrestlers themselves often become mainstream celebrities, transcending the
sport to become actors, entrepreneurs, and social influencers.

The blending of reality and fiction in wrestling has also impacted how
audiences consume media. Terms like “kayfabe” (the portrayal of staged events
as real) highlight the unique relationship between performers and fans, who
willingly suspend disbelief to enjoy the drama.

Tips for New Fans Exploring Wrestling'’s History

If you're new to the world of professional wrestling, diving into its history
can enhance your appreciation of the modern product. Here are some tips to
get started:

e Watch classic matches and promos: Legendary bouts and interviews reveal
the evolution of wrestling styles and storytelling.



e Learn about key figures: Understanding the contributions of pioneers
like Bruno Sammartino, Ric Flair, and The Rock provides context.

e Explore different wrestling cultures: Check out Japanese puroresu or
Mexican lucha libre to see the diversity within the sport.

* Follow current storylines with historical perspective: Many modern
narratives borrow from or pay homage to past wrestling traditions.

This approach not only makes watching wrestling more enjoyable but also
connects you to a vibrant community of fans who share a passion for this
dynamic form of entertainment.

The history of professional wrestling is a story of innovation, adaptation,
and enduring appeal. From its carnival roots to the global stage, wrestling
has continuously reinvented itself, proving that the blend of sport and
storytelling can create a truly timeless spectacle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of professional wrestling?

Professional wrestling originated in the late 19th century as a form of
entertainment combining athleticism and theatrical performance, evolving from
traditional wrestling contests and carnival acts.

How did professional wrestling evolve in the 20th
century?

In the 20th century, professional wrestling became more organized with the
establishment of wrestling promotions, the introduction of scripted
storylines, and the rise of televised events, which greatly increased its
popularity.

Who are some of the most influential figures in
professional wrestling history?

Influential figures include wrestlers like Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and The
Rock, as well as promoters such as Vince McMahon, who helped shape the
industry and bring it into mainstream entertainment.

What role did the World Wrestling Federation (WWF)
play in the history of professional wrestling?

The WWF, now WWE, played a pivotal role by popularizing professional



wrestling globally through pay-per-view events, larger-than-life characters,
and compelling storylines, transforming it into a major entertainment
industry.

How has professional wrestling been influenced by
cultural and social changes?

Professional wrestling has reflected cultural and social changes by
incorporating diverse characters, addressing contemporary issues, and
evolving its presentation to appeal to changing audience demographics and
sensibilities.

What impact did television have on professional
wrestling?

Television revolutionized professional wrestling by providing a platform to
reach wider audiences, allowing for the development of serialized storylines,
and making wrestling a staple of popular culture starting from the mid-20th
century.

Additional Resources
History of Professional Wrestling: An In-Depth Exploration

history of professional wrestling traces a complex and fascinating journey
from ancient combat spectacles to the theatrical entertainment phenomenon it
is today. This evolution reflects broader social, cultural, and economic
trends, revealing how a sport rooted in raw physical competition transformed
into a global entertainment industry characterized by scripted drama,
charismatic personas, and massive fan engagement. Understanding the history
of professional wrestling provides critical insights into its enduring appeal
and the ways it has adapted to changing audience expectations and media
landscapes.

Origins and Early Development

The history of professional wrestling can be traced back thousands of years,
with roots in ancient civilizations where wrestling was a popular form of
combat and entertainment. Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans all engaged
in wrestling matches that combined athleticism with ritualistic elements.
However, the more immediate precursors to modern professional wrestling
appeared in the 19th century, particularly in Europe and North America.

During the late 1800s, wrestling was predominantly a legitimate contest,
often featured at carnivals and fairs. Matches were typically grappling
contests with an emphasis on technique and endurance. However, as the sport



grew in popularity, promoters began to recognize the potential for
theatricality, leading to the gradual introduction of predetermined outcomes
and scripted performances. This shift was partly motivated by the desire to
enhance entertainment value and protect star wrestlers from the physical toll
of constant competition.

The Transition to Entertainment

By the early 20th century, professional wrestling had begun its
transformation into a form of sports entertainment. The introduction of
“worked” matches—where outcomes and key moments were scripted-allowed
promoters to craft narratives and create larger-than-life characters. This
development was crucial in differentiating wrestling from other combat sports
and expanding its fan base.

One of the earliest and most influential figures in this transition was Frank
Gotch, whose matches in the early 1900s drew large crowds and elevated
wrestling’s status. However, the full embrace of entertainment elements came
with the rise of television in the mid-20th century, providing a new platform
to reach audiences and showcase wrestling’s unique blend of sport and drama.

Golden Age and National Expansion

The post-World War II era marked the “Golden Age” of professional wrestling
in the United States. Wrestling promotions flourished as television became a
household medium. The National Wrestling Alliance (NWA), established in 1948,
played a pivotal role in organizing and standardizing the sport across
regional territories, creating a national network of wrestling promotions.

Televised wrestling programs became staples of local and national broadcasts,
with stars like Gorgeous George pioneering flamboyant personas and
showmanship. His theatrical entrance routines and charismatic style
influenced generations of wrestlers and helped solidify the connection
between wrestling and entertainment.

Rise of the World Wrestling Federation (WWF)

The 1980s witnessed a seismic shift in the history of professional wrestling
with the rise of Vince McMahon’'s World Wrestling Federation (now WWE).
McMahon’s vision was to consolidate regional territories into a national-and
eventually global-brand. He capitalized on cable television and pay-per-view
technology to reach unprecedented audiences.

The WWF's success was fueled by the emergence of iconic superstars such as
Hulk Hogan, “Macho Man” Randy Savage, and Andre the Giant. Their larger-than-



life personas and epic storylines attracted millions of fans worldwide,
turning wrestling into a mainstream cultural phenomenon. The “Rock ‘n’
Wrestling Connection,” which blended wrestling with pop music and celebrity
appearances, further expanded its appeal.

Modern Era: Globalization and Multimedia
Expansion

In recent decades, the history of professional wrestling has been marked by
globalization and diversification. WWE continues to dominate the industry but
faces increasing competition from other promotions such as All Elite
Wrestling (AEW), New Japan Pro Wrestling (NJPW), and Impact Wrestling. These
organizations offer alternative styles and narratives, appealing to different
segments of the wrestling audience.

The integration of digital media has also transformed how fans engage with
wrestling content. Social media platforms, streaming services, and
interactive apps provide real-time access to matches, interviews, and behind-

the-scenes footage, fostering a more connected and participatory fan
experience.

Styles and Innovations

Professional wrestling today encompasses a variety of styles, reflecting
regional traditions and audience preferences:

e American style: Emphasizes storytelling, character development, and
dramatic matches.

e Japanese puroresu: Known for its hard-hitting, athletic approach and
strong style, highlighting realism and technique.

e Mexican lucha libre: Features high-flying maneuvers, colorful masks, and
a fast-paced, acrobatic style.

These diverse approaches contribute to the sport’s rich tapestry, allowing
cross-cultural exchanges and collaborations that enhance global appeal.

Critical Perspectives and Cultural Impact

The history of professional wrestling is not without controversy. Critics



often debate the ethical implications of scripted violence and the physical
risks wrestlers face. Issues such as performer health, including concussions
and long-term injuries, have prompted calls for improved safety measures and
regulation.

Moreover, professional wrestling’s portrayal of gender, race, and stereotypes
has evolved significantly. While early wrestling often relied on simplistic
or problematic characterizations, contemporary promotions have made strides
toward more nuanced and inclusive representation, reflecting broader societal
changes.

Despite these challenges, wrestling remains a powerful cultural force. Its
blend of sport, theater, and spectacle offers a unique lens through which to
examine themes of heroism, conflict, and identity. The passionate fan
communities and enduring popularity underscore its significance beyond mere
entertainment.

Economic and Media Influence

The commercial success of professional wrestling has made it a significant
player in the entertainment industry. Revenue streams from live events,
television contracts, merchandise sales, and digital content contribute to
substantial economic impact. High-profile events like WWE's WrestleMania
generate millions of dollars in ticket sales and global viewership.

Media partnerships and celebrity involvement have further elevated
wrestling’s profile. Collaborations with musicians, actors, and athletes blur
the lines between sports and popular culture, expanding the audience base and
reinforcing wrestling’s status as mainstream entertainment.

The history of professional wrestling reflects an ongoing interplay between
athletic competition and theatrical performance. Its ability to adapt to
technological advancements, cultural shifts, and market demands continues to
shape its trajectory. As it moves forward, professional wrestling remains a
dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon, captivating audiences worldwide with its
unique fusion of sport and storytelling.
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history of professional wrestling: The History of Professional Wrestling ,

history of professional wrestling: I'm Sorry, I Love You: A History of Professional
Wrestling Jim Smallman, 2018-08-23 'Clever, funny, authoritative and illuminating' - Times Literary
Supplement 'Filled with passion, humour, and a little bit of welcome weirdness. A must-read for
every die-hard wrestling fan' - Mick Foley For fans of books from Chris Jericho, Steve Austin, Daniel
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Bryan, Mick Foley and Jim Ross. 'We have all felt every emotion today. Remember today, the next
time a family member or workmate tells you that wrestling is stupid. We've laughed, we've cried,
we've screamed our lungs out. Professional wrestling is the greatest thing in the entire world.' - Jim
Smallman, 2016 Comedian and PROGRESS Wrestling founder Jim Smallman takes us on a wild ride
through the history of pro-wrestling, from its beginnings at the turn of the twentieth century to the
pop-culture, pay-per-view juggernaut that it is today. Join Jim as he looks at the most defining and
iconic moments in wrestling's history and attempts to nail down just why this ludicrous, over the top,
compelling quasi-sport means so much to so many people.

history of professional wrestling: Professional Wrestling in Mississippi: A History Jeffrey
Martin, 2023 Bounce off the ropes for a high-flying jaunt through the history of Magnolia State
professional wrestling. At its peak, professional wrestling was arguably the most popular sport in
Mississippi. The pageantry and colorful personalities appealed to grandparents and grandchildren
alike. Author Jeffrey Martin invites readers to step inside the squared circle and revisit everything
from the carnival wrestling days of the late 1800s to the chiseled melodrama of modern wrestling.
Along the way, readers will learn about Billy Romanoff, the old-school wrestler turned promoter who
made wrestling a weekly staple at the Jackson City Auditorium; Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee, who
brought down the house on Friday nights at the Tupelo Sports Arena; and George and Gil Culkin, the
father-and-son duo who split with Cowboy Bill Watts to create their own Mississippi territory,
kickstarting the careers of Kamala, Terry Gordy, Michael Hayes and many other pivotal figures.

history of professional wrestling: Tonight-- in this Very Ring! Scott Keith, 2002-11 An
unprecedented look at this bizarre world of professional wrestling and the characters who inhabit it,
offering a fan's history of the world's most fascinating sports entertainment form. Not the politically
correct 'official' version, but the real life story the fans lived through from the glory days in the 80s
when Hulk Hogan reigned supreme, through the dog days of the early 90s to the organisations
remarkable come-back in the late 90s. Keith uncovers Vince McMahon, the entrepreneur and
visionary who made pro-wrestling such an entertainment blockbuster.

history of professional wrestling: Biographical Dictionary of Professional Wrestling, 2d ed.
Harris M. Lentz III, 2015-09-15 Though professional wrestlers are usually ignored by sportswriters
and entertainment reporters alike, the popularity of these gifted athletes and showbiz pros is
undeniable. Few fans are concerned with whether the wrestling is legitimate. From Ace Abbott to
Buck Zumhofe, this is the second edition of the first-ever comprehensive compilation of biographical
information on professional wrestlers past and present, including major promoters and managers.
Each entry is listed under the wrestling name most often used, with cross references to real names
and other ring names. The ring name is followed by the grappler's real name, hometown, height and
weight, and birth and death dates when available. The biographical data provide the era in which
the individual competed, wrestling associations, titles, tag team partners, major bouts and other
highlights.

history of professional wrestling: Identity in Professional Wrestling Aaron D. Horton,
2018-03-16 Part sport, part performance art, professional wrestling's appeal crosses national, racial
and gender boundaries--in large part by playing to national, racial and gender stereotypes that
resonate with audiences. Scholars who study competitive sports tend to dismiss wrestling, with its
scripted outcomes, as fake, yet fail to recognize a key similarity: both present athletic displays for
maximized profit through live events, television viewership and merchandise sales. This collection of
new essays contributes to the literature on pro wrestling with a broad exploration of identity in the
sport. Topics include cultural appropriation in the ring, gender non-comformity, national
stereotypes, and wrestling as transmission of cultural values.

history of professional wrestling: Professional Wrestling Encyclopedia Mary Gerard,
2024-12-15 The Professional Wrestling Encyclopedia introduces readers to a variety of wrestling
stars, exploring their gimmicks, storylines, and accomplishments. In addition, the book offers an
in-depth introduction covering the origins and history of professional wrestling. Features include a
glossary, additional resources, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to




state standards. Encyclopedias is an imprint of Abdo Reference, a division of ABDO.

history of professional wrestling: Performance and Professional Wrestling Broderick Chow,
Eero Laine, Claire Warden, 2016-08-12 Performance and Professional Wrestling is the first edited
volume to consider professional wrestling explicitly from the vantage point of theatre and
performance studies. Moving beyond simply noting its performative qualities or reading it via other
performance genres, this collection of essays offers a complete critical reassessment of the popular
sport. Topics such as the suspension of disbelief, simulation, silence and speech, physical culture,
and the performance of pain within the squared circle are explored in relation to professional
wrestling, with work by both scholars and practitioners grouped into seven short sections: Audience
Circulation Lucha Gender Queerness Bodies Race A significant re-reading of wrestling as a
performing art, Performance and Professional Wrestling makes essential reading for scholars and
students intrigued by this uniquely theatrical sport.

history of professional wrestling: Focus On: 100 Most Popular WWE Hall of Fame Wikipedia
contributors,

history of professional wrestling: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Agnostics
Wikipedia contributors,

history of professional wrestling: The Comic Book Story of Professional Wrestling Aubrey
Sitterson, Chris Moreno, 2018-10-02 From the host of the critically acclaimed pro wrestling podcast
Straight Shoot, this graphic novel history of wrestling features the key grapplers, matches, and
promotions that shaped this beloved sport and form of entertainment. As a pop culture phenomenon,
professional wrestling--with its heroic babyfaces and villainous heels performing suplexes and
powerbombs in pursuit of championship gold--has conquered audiences in the United States and
around the world. Now, writer/podcaster Aubrey Sitterson and illustrator Chris Moreno form a
graphic novel tag team to present wrestling's complete illustrated history. Featuring legendary
wrestlers like Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, and The Rock, and modern-day favorites like John
Cena, Kenny Omega, and Sasha Banks, the book covers wrestling's progress from the carnival days
of the Gold Dust Trio to the dominance of the WWF/WWE to today's diverse independent wrestling
scene, and it spotlights wrestling's reach into Mexico/Puerto Rico (lucha libre), the U.K. (all-in), and
Japan (puroresu).

history of professional wrestling: Kayfabe: A Mostly True History of Professional
Wrestling Patrick W. Reed,

history of professional wrestling: Ringside Scott Beekman, 2006-06-30 Despite its status as
one of the oldest and most enduringly popular sports in history, wrestling has been pushed to the
background of the current American sports scene. Most people today would have a hard time even
considering wrestling (with some of its modern theatrics) in the same terms as track and field or
boxing. But until the 1920s, wrestling stood as a legitimate professional sport in this country, and a
widely practiced amateur one as well. Its past respectability may not have endured, but the advent
of cable television in the 1980s offered the sport a renewed opportunity to play a determining role in
American popular culture. This opportunity was not wasted, and wrestlers now assume places in
politics and film at the highest levels. Ringside, the first work to fully examine the history of
professional wrestling in this country, provides an illuminating and colorful account of all of the
various athletes, entertainers, businessmen, and national outlooks that have determined wrestling's
erratic route through American history. This chronological work begins with a brief account of
wrestling's global history, and then proceeds to investigate the sport's growth as a specifically
American institution. Wrestling has continued to survive in the face of technological developments,
scandals, public ridicule, and a lack of centralized control, and today this supremely adaptable
entertainment form represents, in sum, an international industry capable of attracting enormous
television and pay-per-view audiences, along with massive amounts of advertising and
merchandizing revenue. Ringside focuses on the business of wrestling as well as on the performers
and their in-ring antics, and offers readers a fully nuanced examination of the development of
professional wrestling in America.




history of professional wrestling: Thrashing Seasons C. Nathan Hatton, 2016-05-03
Horseback wrestling, catch-as-catch-can, glima; long before the advent of today’s WWE, forms of
wrestling were practised by virtually every cultural group. C. Nathan Hatton’s Thrashing Seasons
tells the story of wrestling in Manitoba from its earliest documented origins in the eighteenth
century to the Great Depression. Wrestling was never merely a sport: residents of Manitoba found
meaning beyond the simple act of two people struggling for physical advantage on a mat, in a ring,
or on a grassy field. Frequently controversial and often divisive, wrestling was nevertheless a
popular and resilient cultural practice that proved adaptable to the rapidly changing social
conditions in western Canada during its early boom period. In addition to chronicling the colourful
exploits of the many athletes who shaped wrestling’s early years, Hatton explores wrestling as a
social phenomenon intimately bound up with debates around respectability, ethnicity, race, class,
and idealized conceptions of masculinity. In doing so, Thrashing Seasons illuminates wrestling as a
complex and socially significant cultural activity, one that has been virtually unexamined by
Canadian historians looking at the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

history of professional wrestling: The Encyclopedia of Professional Wrestling Kristian Pope,
Ray Whebbe, 2003 Presents an illustrated chronicle of professional wrestling history and includes
approximately one thousand very brief slamographies of significant wrestlers and managers.

history of professional wrestling: Professional Wrestling and the Law Alex B. Long,
2024-05-15 Written by a law professor (who also happens to be a wrestling fan), this book is an
entertaining and informative exploration of legal cases involving professional wrestling. Relying
upon judicial decisions and court documents, it discusses the legal theories and procedures involved
in legal disputes involving professional wrestling and explores how the legal system--an institution
devoted to arriving at the truth involved in any conflict--has dealt with the business of professional
wrestling, a business with a long history of obscuring the truth. Topics include: the legal issues
involved when a wrestler goes into the crowd and beats up a fan; Hulk Hogan's defamation lawsuit
against World Championship Wrestling for statements made during a live pay-per-view event; and
race and sex discrimination in professional wrestling.

history of professional wrestling: Practicing Culture Craig Calhoun, Richard Sennett,
2007-08-07 Practicing Culture revitalizes the field of cultural sociology with an emphasis not on
abstract theoretical debates but on showing how to put theoretical sources to work in empirical
research. Each of the chapters in this book offer a provocative empirical case study of how culture
works in practice and how practice makes and remakes culture. It is an essential tool for students
and researchers of cultural theory, contemporary social theory and cultural sociology.

history of professional wrestling: Populism and Professional Wrestling in the Sunbelt
South Christopher L. Stacey, 2023-12-06 Populism and Professional Wrestling in the Sunbelt South:
From Rasslin’ to Sports Entertainment traces the history of professional wrestling in the South
within the Trans-Mississippi Region between the 1950s-1990s. Examining professional wrestling
through the lens of kayfabe, also known as the perception of the realism and the suspension of
disbelief among fans, this book discovers that the dissolution of kayfabe occurred simultaneously
with significant political, social, and cultural events in Southern history, including the Civil Rights
Movement and technological and economic modernity. Christopher L. Stacey determines that the
same political, social, economic, and cultural forces of modernity in the Sunbelt South reflected a
new form of southern and national populism embedded within the professional wrestling industry.
New forms of populism were reflected within characters, storylines, gimmicks, and angles of several
territories in the Trans-Mississippi region. Through autobiographies, biographical information, and
shoot interviews, Stacey provides a closer look into the business of professional wrestling during the
mid-twentieth century and how it connects to racial, gender, class, and national identity.

history of professional wrestling: The Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame: Heroes and Icons
Steven Johnson, Greg Oliver, Mike Mooneyham, 2013-01-11 The legendary good guys worthy of a
spot in the pro wrestling hall of fame. At its core, professional wrestling has always been about the
forces of evil trying to undermine everything good - and a red hot heel needs a valiant hero to battle



against, someone fans can root for, identify with, and look up to. Wrestling heroes like Hulk Hogan,
Dusty Rhodes, The Rock, and Andre the Giant are celebrated worldwide. In Heroes & Icons, Oliver
and Johnson include more than just the household names, digging deeper to also tell the story of
forgotten heroes and regional stars, like Tiger Jeet Singh, who has an elementary school named after
him, and Whitey Caldwell, whose gravesite still sees flowers from fans 40 years after his passing.
Covering the 1930s through to the present day, the latest installment in the acclaimed Pro Wrestling
Hall of Fame series examines what makes a great hero.

history of professional wrestling: Professional Wrestling in the Pacific Northwest Steven
Verrier, 2017-10-12 Introduced in the Pacific Northwest in 1883, professional wrestling has a long
and storied history in the region and has contributed significantly to Northwest culture. This
entertaining account of the wrestling industry in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia
provides a detailed look at more than 130 years of events in the ring and behind the scenes. The
author draws connections between developments in wrestling and the changing identity of the
Pacific Northwest.
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