history of nurses uniforms

History of Nurses Uniforms: From Tradition to Modern Practicality

history of nurses uniforms is a fascinating journey that mirrors the
evolution of the nursing profession itself. What began as simple, modest
attire has transformed through decades of cultural shifts, medical
advancements, and changing attitudes toward healthcare. Understanding this
history not only sheds light on nursing’s rich heritage but also reveals how
uniforms have played a crucial role in defining the identity,
professionalism, and functionality of nurses throughout the years.

The Origins of Nurses’ Attire

The earliest concept of nurses’ uniforms can be traced back to religious
orders in the Middle Ages. During this time, nursing was primarily a
charitable act carried out by nuns and sisters who wore habits — long robes
and veils that signified their religious devotion and service. These garments
were less about practical nursing needs and more about modesty, humility, and
discipline. The religious connection heavily influenced the initial styles
and symbolism of nursing attire.

Influence of Florence Nightingale and Early Nursing
Reform

The history of nurses uniforms took a pivotal turn in the mid-19th century
with Florence Nightingale, often considered the founder of modern nursing.
Nightingale'’s approach emphasized cleanliness, professionalism, and
discipline, which extended to the appearance of nurses. She introduced a
uniform that was practical yet respectable: a long dress with a white apron
and cap. These elements were designed to promote hygiene and distinguish
nurses from other hospital staff and patients.

The white color became synonymous with purity and cleanliness, ideals that
were central to Nightingale’s vision. The nurse’s cap, in particular, evolved
into a symbol of training and qualification, with different styles
representing various nursing schools. This period marked the beginning of
nurses’ uniforms as more than just clothing — they became badges of honor and
professionalism.

Evolution Through the 20th Century

As nursing became more established as a profession, the history of nurses
uniforms reflects broader societal changes and advances in medical practice.
The early 1900s saw uniforms maintain their formal and traditional look,
often comprising starched white dresses, aprons, and caps. However, the
demands of war, technology, and shifting gender roles began to influence the
practicality and design of nursing attire.



Impact of World Wars on Nursing Uniforms

During World War I and II, nurses were on the front lines, and their uniforms
adapted to meet the rigors of battlefield conditions. Heavy, cumbersome
dresses gave way to shorter hemlines and simpler designs that allowed for
greater mobility and comfort. The symbolism remained important, but
functionality became a top priority. Nurses often wore darker uniforms, such
as navy blue or gray, which were more durable and practical in difficult
environments.

The cap and apron remained a staple, but materials shifted to be easier to
clean and maintain. This era also saw the introduction of uniforms tailored
to different nursing specialties, reflecting the growing complexity of
healthcare.

Post-War Changes and the Move Toward Practicality

After the wars, the history of nurses uniforms entered a phase of
modernization. The iconic starched white dress began to be supplemented or
replaced by scrubs, especially in the 1960s and 70s. This shift was
influenced by the rise of hospital environments that demanded sterile, easy-
to-clean clothing. Scrubs offered comfort, practicality, and were less
restrictive, which suited the increasingly active role of nurses in patient
care.

The nurse’s cap, once an essential symbol, gradually faded from everyday use.
Many hospitals and nursing schools dropped the cap entirely by the late 20th
century, reflecting a move away from rigid traditions toward a more
egalitarian and practical approach.

The Modern Nurse’s Uniform: Functionality Meets
Identity

Today, the history of nurses uniforms is marked by diversity and
customization. While scrubs dominate the nursing wardrobe worldwide, styles,
colors, and materials vary widely depending on hospital policies,
specialties, and personal preferences. Modern nursing uniforms reflect a
balance of comfort, hygiene, and professional identity.

Scrubs: The New Standard

Scrubs have become the universal standard for nurses due to their
practicality. Made from lightweight, breathable fabrics, they are designed to
withstand frequent washing and exposure to bodily fluids and chemicals. The
variety of colors and patterns available also allows nurses to express
individuality or denote specific roles within healthcare settings.

Hospitals often use color-coding systems to differentiate staff based on
departments or seniority, making scrubs a tool for quick identification as
well as professionalism.



Innovations and Future Trends

The history of nurses uniforms continues to evolve with innovations in fabric
technology and design. Antimicrobial materials, moisture-wicking fabrics, and
ergonomic cuts are increasingly common to address the needs of nurses working
long, demanding shifts. Some uniforms now incorporate features like extra
pockets, stretch panels, and adjustable components for enhanced comfort and
functionality.

Moreover, as nursing becomes more specialized, uniforms are adapting
accordingly. Pediatric nurses might wear playful prints to comfort young
patients, while critical care nurses might prefer more durable, performance-
oriented designs.

Symbolism and Professionalism in Nursing Attire

Beyond practicality, the history of nurses uniforms is deeply intertwined
with the symbolic role of nursing in society. Uniforms have historically
conveyed trust, competence, and care — qualities essential to the nurse-
patient relationship. The transition from religious habits to modern scrubs
reflects broader social changes in how nursing is perceived, moving from a
vocation rooted in charity to a respected, skilled profession.

Even as uniforms become more casual and functional, many nurses still wvalue
the identity and pride their attire represents. Some hospitals hold

traditional pinning ceremonies where nurses receive badges or caps, honoring
the history and commitment behind their uniforms.

Tips for Choosing or Designing Nursing Uniforms

For those involved in selecting or designing nursing uniforms, understanding
this history offers valuable insights:

e Balance tradition and practicality: While modern needs require
functionality, incorporating elements that foster professional pride can
boost morale.

e Consider fabric quality: Durable, breathable, and antimicrobial fabrics
improve comfort and hygiene.

e Allow for personalization: Color options or subtle design variations
help nurses express individuality while maintaining a cohesive look.

e Prioritize mobility: Nurses are constantly moving, so uniforms must
support flexibility and ease of movement.

Reflecting on the Journey

Exploring the history of nurses uniforms reveals more than Jjust changes in



clothing — it tells a story about the evolution of nursing as a profession,
the values it upholds, and the practical realities of healthcare work. From
the modest habits of medieval nuns to the high-tech scrubs of today, uniforms
have continuously adapted to meet the needs of nurses and patients alike.

This rich heritage serves as a reminder of the dedication and resilience of
nurses through history, and how something as simple as a uniform can carry
profound meaning in the world of healthcare.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did nurses first start wearing uniforms?

Nurses first began wearing uniforms in the mid-19th century, inspired by the
attire worn by Florence Nightingale and her team during the Crimean War.

What did the earliest nurse uniforms look like?

The earliest nurse uniforms resembled traditional maid uniforms, featuring
long dresses, aprons, and caps, designed to convey professionalism and
cleanliness.

Why were nurse caps an important part of the uniform?

Nurse caps originated as a symbol of modesty and professionalism, helping to
distinguish nurses from other hospital staff and emphasizing hygiene by
keeping hair neatly in place.

How have nurse uniforms evolved over time?

Nurse uniforms have evolved from long, heavy dresses and caps to more
practical and comfortable scrubs, reflecting changes in healthcare
environments and the need for mobility and hygiene.

What factors influenced the shift from traditional
nurse uniforms to scrubs?

The shift to scrubs was influenced by the need for easier sterilization,
improved comfort, greater functionality, and the modernization of medical
practices.

Are nurse uniforms standardized globally?

Nurse uniforms are not standardized globally; they wvary by country,
institution, and role, though many have adopted scrubs as a common standard
due to their practicality.

Additional Resources

History of Nurses Uniforms: An Analytical Review of Their Evolution and
Significance



history of nurses uniforms offers a fascinating glimpse into the intersection
of healthcare, culture, and professional identity. From modest beginnings
rooted in religious orders to the modern-day scrubs emblematic of medical
professionalism, nursing attire has undergone significant transformations.
This evolution reflects broader societal changes, technological advancements,
and shifting perceptions of the nursing profession. Understanding the history
of nurses uniforms not only sheds light on their functional and symbolic
roles but also underscores how these garments contribute to clinical
efficiency, hygiene standards, and workplace dynamics.

The Origins of Nurses Uniforms: Symbolism and
Practicality

The earliest nurses uniforms trace back to the 19th century, heavily
influenced by the habits worn by nuns in religious communities. The nursing
profession itself emerged from these charitable orders, where humility,
service, and discipline were visually represented through modest, often dark-
colored robes and veils. These garments served dual purposes: signifying a
nurse’s dedication and maintaining a clean, controlled environment for
patient care.

Florence Nightingale, often credited with formalizing modern nursing, played
an essential role in the development of nurse attire. She advocated for
practical uniforms designed to promote hygiene and professionalism.
Nightingale’s influence led to the adoption of simple, white dresses with
aprons and caps, which became iconic symbols of nursing in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. The white color, in particular, was linked to purity
and cleanliness—crucial attributes in an era when infection control was
becoming increasingly important.

Symbolism Behind Early Nursing Attire

— **White Dress and Apron:** Emphasized cleanliness and moral virtue.

- **Nursing Cap:** Distinguished rank and training level; also helped keep
hair restrained.

— **Veil or Head Covering:** Derived from religious habits, denoting modesty
and commitment.

Such symbolism was essential in establishing nursing as a respected and
trusted profession. The uniform acted as a visual promise of care,
competence, and discipline, reassuring patients and society.

Transformation Through the 20th Century:
Function Meets Fashion

As the 20th century progressed, the history of nurses uniforms reflected
significant shifts. The rigid, formal styles of the early 1900s gradually
gave way to more practical designs aligned with the increasing demands of
clinical work. The industrialization of healthcare and the expansion of
hospital systems necessitated clothes that allowed greater mobility and ease
of maintenance.



By the mid-1900s, the traditional white dress and cap remained prevalent, but
fabric technology introduced lighter, more durable materials. The caps, which
once served as status symbols, began to decline in everyday use due to their
impracticality. Nurses’ uniforms became more standardized, often
incorporating buttons and pockets to enhance functionality.

Key Changes in Mid-20th Century Nursing Uniforms

— Transition from heavy cotton and starched linens to lighter blends.

— Introduction of colored trims and stripes to denote rank or specialization.
— Gradual phasing out of the nursing cap in favor of hairstyles and hygiene
protocols.

The rise of nursing schools and formal certification programs also influenced
uniform designs. Schools often mandated specific uniforms to instill
discipline and a sense of belonging among students, further embedding the
uniform’s role in professional identity.

Modern Era: The Advent of Scrubs and
Contemporary Styles

The late 20th and early 21st centuries marked a revolutionary phase in the
history of nurses uniforms. The iconic white dress was largely replaced by
scrubs—simple, comfortable garments made from easy-to-clean fabrics.
Originally designed for surgical teams, scrubs became standard attire for
nurses due to their practicality, cost-effectiveness, and hygiene benefits.

Scrubs eliminate many of the drawbacks of earlier uniforms, such as
restrictive movement and difficulty in laundering. Their loose fit and
breathable fabrics help reduce fatigue during long shifts. Additionally,
scrubs come in various colors and patterns, a departure from the uniformity
of previous eras, allowing for personal expression and easier identification
across departments.

Advantages and Challenges of Scrubs in Nursing

e Advantages: Enhanced comfort, improved infection control, easy
maintenance.

e Challenges: Lack of formality can impact perceived professionalism;
potential for confusion without clear dress codes.

Hospitals and healthcare providers have adapted dress codes to balance
professionalism with the practical needs of a fast-paced clinical
environment. Meanwhile, the symbolic meaning of the uniform has shifted from
moral purity to competence, teamwork, and approachability.



Comparative Analysis: Historical vs.
Contemporary Nurses Uniforms

Analyzing the history of nurses uniforms reveals distinct phases shaped by
evolving healthcare standards and cultural values. Early uniforms emphasized
symbolism, hierarchy, and modesty, while modern attire prioritizes function,
comfort, and hygiene.

| Aspect | Early Nursing Uniforms | Modern Nursing Uniforms (Scrubs) |

| Material | Heavy cotton, starched linen | Lightweight, breathable synthetic
blends |

| Color | Predominantly white | Multiple colors and patterns |

| Headwear | Caps, veils for status and hygiene | Generally absent or minimal
|

| Functionality | Limited mobility, formal appearance | High mobility,
practical design |

| Symbolism | Purity, discipline, rank | Professionalism, efficiency,
inclusivity |

This comparison highlights the pragmatic shift within nursing culture—from a
profession defined by strict tradition to one embracing adaptability and
patient-centered care.

The Role of Uniforms in Nursing Identity and
Patient Perception

Throughout history, nurses uniforms have not only served functional purposes
but also shaped the identity of nurses themselves. Uniforms foster a sense of
pride and belonging within the nursing community, reinforcing the values of
trust, compassion, and professionalism.

From the patient’s perspective, uniforms contribute to perceptions of
competence and authority. A recognizable uniform can provide comfort,
signaling that a trained professional is present. However, the transition to
scrubs, with their diverse colors and styles, has prompted institutions to
implement clear dress codes to maintain consistency and avoid confusion.

Impact of Uniforms on Hygiene and Infection Control

The evolution of nurses uniforms is closely tied to advances in infection
control. Early garments were sterilized through rigorous laundering, but the
materials were less suited to modern standards. Scrubs, designed for easy
cleaning and replacement, have become integral to reducing hospital-acquired
infections.

This practical aspect underscores the ongoing importance of nurses uniforms
in safeguarding both patient and caregiver health, a concern that remains
paramount amid global challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Nurses Uniforms

The history of nurses uniforms suggests that future developments will
continue to balance tradition with innovation. Emerging technologies, such as
antimicrobial fabrics and wearable health monitors embedded in uniforms,
promise to enhance safety and functionality further.

Moreover, as nursing roles diversify and specialize, uniforms may evolve to
reflect distinct fields, promoting clearer identification and enhancing
teamwork. At the same time, the emphasis on inclusivity and comfort will
likely grow, ensuring uniforms accommodate diverse body types and cultural
preferences.

In summary, the history of nurses uniforms is a testament to the dynamic
interplay between cultural values, professional standards, and practical
needs. As healthcare environments evolve, the attire of nurses will remain a
visible and vital element shaping their identity and effectiveness.

History Of Nurses Uniforms

history of nurses uniforms: A Cultural History of the Nurse's Uniform Christina Bates,
2012 This first and only in-depth analysis of the attire worn by the largest workforce in the health
care system explores the role of the nurse's uniform in creating nursing identity for over a hundred
years. The introduction of the nurse's uniform in the late nineteenth century was part of a strategy
to legitimize North America's first nursing schools. At first varied and experimental in design, by the
early 20th century the uniform was drawing on elements of fashionable, scientific, military and
ecclesiastical wear, and had standardized into a blue or pink dress worn with stiffly starched white
cap, bib, and apron. This remarkable outfit lasted until the 1970s, when educational and societal
changes brought about its demise, and practical scrubs became the most common nursing apparel.
Seen through the lens of age, gender, class and race, this book shows how the uniform was an active
participant in the changing culture of nursing work and thought. Richly illustrated with images of
actual garments and over 150 compelling period photographs, cartoons and drawings, the book
explore the uniform within the contexts of hospital, community, nursing school, and residence. A
Cultural History of the Nurse's Uniform will appeal to nurses, historians and scholars of dress.

history of nurses uniforms: Nursing History Review, Volume 2 Joan E. Lynaugh,
1993-11-29 The official journal of the American Association for the History of Nursing

history of nurses uniforms: The History and Development of Nurses Uniforms from Florence
Nightingale to the Present Day Rachel Blackett, 1986

history of nurses uniforms: A History of American Nursing Deborah M. Judd, Kathleen
Sitzman, 2014 A History of American Nursing, Second Edition provides a historical overview
essential to developing a complete understanding of the nursing profession. For each key era of U.S.
history, nursing is examined in the context of the sociopolitical climate of the day, the image of
nurses, nursing education, advances in practice, war and its effect on nursing, licensure and
regulation, and nursing research and its implications. From early nursing to Nightingale's influence,
through two world wars to today, this text engages students in an exploration of nursing's past while
connecting it to nursing practice in the present.A History of American Nursing, Second Edition
informs and empowers today's student nurses as they help to create the future of nursing.*
Completely expanded and updated art program, including images from the Women In Military
Service For America Memorial Foundation and artist Lou Everett, a nurse educator* New feature:
Historical Happenings - short vignettes throughout each chapter that highlight a relevant


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/history-of-nurses-uniforms.pdf

medical/nursing advance and/or historical event from a particular era* Updates to references, key
people, discussion questions, and MeSH terms

history of nurses uniforms: Nursing History Review, Volume 10, 2002 Diane Hamilton,
Joan E. Lynaugh, RN, PhD, FAAN, 2001-10-30 Long neglected, the history of nursing has recently
become the focus of a considerable amount of attention. Over the past decade, developments in the
history of medicine, the history of women 6 particularly of womenis work 6 and nursing itself have
resulted in a new recognition of the importance of the subject. Nursing History Review enables
those interested in nursing and health care history to trace new and developing work in the field.
The Review publishes significant scholarly work in all aspects of nursing history as well as reviews of
recent books and updates on national and international activities in health care history. Under the
distinguished editorship of Joan Lynaugh, with the Editorial Review Board including such noted
nurses as Ellen Baer, Susan Baird, Olga Maranjian Church, Donna Diers, Marilyn Flood, Beatrice
Kalisch, The Review provides historical articles, historiographic essays, discourse on the work of
history, and multiple book reviews in each annual issue.

history of nurses uniforms: A History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps Mary T. Sarnecky,
1999-11 Traces the history of the corps since its founding, in 1901. A work essential to any study of
the corps or military medicine.—Choice

history of nurses uniforms: Nursing History Review, Volume 3 Joan E. Lynaugh, 1994-10-29
The official journal of the American Association for the History of Nursing

history of nurses uniforms: Modern Nursing: How We Got There Liline St. Louis,
2023-02-27 I have recently completed an educational book entitled Modern Nursing: How We Got
There. The nursing profession has undergone an enormous transformation over the past four
decades, and I observed every change as it unfolded during my forty-one-year career as a registered
nurse. In this short work, I explore the ancient origins of nursing and explain how what began as a
mysterious art steeped in myth and folklore grew into the modern profession that it is today. I
earned my master's degree in nursing in 2007, and I am the published author of New Heart, New
Life (Christian Faith Publishing, 2017), which documents the story of my heart transplant and how I
went on to continue my career in nursing. My hope is that this book will help new nurses appreciate
more that very demanding but wonderful profession.

history of nurses uniforms: A Contemporary History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps Mary T.
Sarnecky, 2010 Mary T. Sarnecky, who had first-hand knowledge about U.S. Army Nurse Corps
inner workings as an active duty officer, presents her analysis documenting U.S. Army Nurse Corps
from the early 1970s to the beginning of the 21st century in the Borden Institute's latest release, A
Contemporary History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps. She addresses a remarkable episode in the
organization's evolution, a period characterized by a series of progressive steps empowering Nurse
Corps officers to assume key command and leadership positions in Army Medical Department. It is
imperative that we review the lessons learned from this period in our nursing history and utilize the
experiences, knowledge, and leadership of these extremely talented and dedicated professional
nurses, said Gale S. Pollock, Major General (Retired), CRNA, FACHE, FAAN, 22nd Chief, U.S. Army
Nurse Corps. The book explores vital roles of Army Nurse Corps in supporting and sustaining
high-level military operations that began with Operation Desert Storm. Professionalism, clinical
competency, adaptability, and flexibility remain the hallmark of Army Nurse Corps. In tandem with
her previous work (A History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps published in 1999), Sarnecky offers a
wealth of scholarly research narrated in her straightforward style imparting a rich institutional
history of which all professional nurses should be proud--Publisher's description.

history of nurses uniforms: A History of Apprenticeship Nurse Training in Ireland
Gerard Fealy, 2006-03-20 Based on new research using previously unpublished sources, this book is
the first in-depth study of the history of hospital apprenticeship nurse training in Ireland.

history of nurses uniforms: Bibliography of the History of Medicine , 1979

history of nurses uniforms: History of American Red Cross Nursing American National
Red Cross. Nursing Service, Lavinia L. Dock, Sarah Elizabeth Pickett, Clara Dutton Noyes, 1922



history of nurses uniforms: History and Modern Nursing Lena Dixon Dietz, Aurelia R.
Lehozky, 1967

history of nurses uniforms: Nursing Today - Revised Reprint JoAnn Graham Zerwekh, Ashley
Zerwekh Garneau, 2013-01-01 A student favorite for its easy-to-read style, real-life applications, and
humorous cartoons, Nursing Today: Transition and Trends, 7th Edition Revised Reprint helps you
make a successful transition from student to practicing nurse. It covers the profession's leading
issues and opportunities, ensuring that you graduate not only with patient care skills but with career
development skills including resume writing, finding a job, and effective interviewing. Test-taking
tips and strategies prepare you for the NCLEX-RN? exam, and discussions of communication and
management issues prepare you to succeed in the workplace. In this edition, well-known educator
JoAnn Zerwekh and coauthor Ashley Zerwekh Garneau provide the latest information on nursing
issues and trends including health care reform, patient safety, collective bargaining, and emergency
preparedness. Thorough coverage prepares you for a professional nursing career by including all of
the most important issues faced by the new nurse. An engaging presentation features lively
cartoons, chapter objectives, bibliographies, and colorful summary boxes. Critical Thinking boxes
are located in every chapter, with relevant questions and exercises to apply what you have learned
to clinical practice. Evidence-Based Practice boxes focus on the research evidence that supports
clinical practice. Real-life scenarios in each chapter illustrate and personalize the chapter topics. An
emphasis on making the transition into the workplace is included in chapters such as NCLEX-RN?
and the New Graduate, Employment Considerations: Opportunities, Resumes, and Interviewing, and
Mentoring and Preceptorship. A companion Evolve website includes Case Studies for every chapter,
test-taking strategies, a sample NCLEX? test tutorial, a sample NCLEX? exam, appendices, and
resume builder templates for creating professional resumes and cover letters. Completely revised
chapter on Mentorship, Preceptorship, and Nurse Residency Programs, complete with new relevant
websites, online resources, and integrated recommendations from the 2010 Institute of Medicine.
Completely revised chapter on NCLEX-RN? Examination and the New Graduate, complete with the
2013 NCLEX-RN? Detailed Test Plan. Health care reform is covered in the Economics of the Health
Care Delivery System chapter, including the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 and
the new Patient Bill of Rights as they apply to health care delivery and cost. Updated Health Care
Organization and Patterns of Nursing Care Delivery chapter covers the results of managed care and
explains the p4p (pay for performance) payment system, eliminating payment for medical errors as
urged by the Institute of Medicine, and the collaboration at all levels of care to prevent medical
errors and improve quality of care. A chapter on collective bargaining and unions covers the
creation in 2009 of the largest union and professional organization of registered nurses, the National
Nurses United (NNU), and related issues. Updated Emergency Preparedness chapter covers The
World Health Organization's (WHO) global pandemic influenza plan and its relation to public health
and immunization. Coverage of QSEN and Patient Safety includes not only Quality and Safety
Education for Nurses, but also the National Patient Safety Foundation and the Institute of Medicine
competencies related to patient safety, as well as better communication among health care
providers, quality improvement, and guidelines from The Joint Commission. Coverage of
evidence-based practice includes management protocols and interventions used as the basis for
clinical outcomes.

history of nurses uniforms: Q.M.C. Historical Studies United States. Army. Quartermaster
Corps, 1952

history of nurses uniforms: Women in Transnational History Clare Midgley, Alison Twells,
Julie Carlier, 2016-04-28 Women in Transnational History offers a range of fresh perspectives on the
field of women'’s history, exploring how cross-border connections and global developments since the
nineteenth century have shaped diverse women'’s lives and the gendered social, cultural, political
and economic histories of specific localities. The book is divided into three thematically-organised
parts, covering gendered histories of transnational networks, women’s agency in the intersecting
histories of imperialisms and nationalisms, and the concept of localizing the global and globalizing




the local. Discussing a broad spectrum of topics from the politics of dress in Philippine mission
stations in the early twentieth century to the shifting food practices of British women during the
Second World War, the chapters bring women to the centre of the writing of new transnational
histories. Illustrated with images and figures, this book throws new light on key global themes from
the perspective of women’s and gender history. Written by an international team of editors and
contributors, it is a valuable and timely resource for students and researchers of both women’s
history and transnational and global history.

history of nurses uniforms: The Nurse in Popular Media Marcus K. Harmes, Barbara Harmes,
Meredith A. Harmes, 2021-11-01 The image of the nurse is ubiquitous, both in life and in popular
media. One of the earliest instances of nursing and media intersecting is the Edison phonographic
recording of Florence Nightingale's voice in 1890. Since then, a parade of nurses, good, bad or
otherwise, has appeared on both cinema and television screens. How do we interpret the many
different types of nurses--real and fictional, lifelike and distorted, sexual and forbidding--who are so
visible in the public consciousness? This book is a comprehensive collection of unique insights from
scholars across the Western world. Essays explore a diversity of nursing types that traverse popular
characterizations of nurses from various time periods. The shifting roles of nurses are explored
across media, including picture postcards, film, television, journalism and the collection and
preservation of uniforms and memorabilia.

history of nurses uniforms: Children and Young People's Nursing Ruth Davies, Alyson Davies,
2011-04-29 Children and Young People's Nursing provides a comprehensive overview of the issues
facing children's nurses today. It focuses on developing best practice and implementing high quality
care. This book covers the wide range of general and specialist care settings in which children and
young people's nurses work, including schools, the community and mental health. Written by a team
of experts from across the UK, it emphasizes throughout the fundamental principles of contemporary
children's nursing, such as family-centred care, safequarding and the need for a culturally sensitive
and rights-based approach to care. This is an essential text for all children's nursing students, as
well as a useful reference for qualified nurses looking to update their practice. Key features All
chapters are underpinned by current policies and the latest research Key points, reflection points,
principles for practice boxes and cas studies to aid learning Concludes with a section on building
your portfolio and advancing your practice and career

history of nurses uniforms: The Medical Department of the United States Army in the World
War: Sanitation in the United States, by W. P. Chamberlain: in the American expeditionary forces, by
F. W. Weed. 1926 United States. Surgeon-General's Office, 1926

history of nurses uniforms: Q.M.C. Historical Studies ..., 1946
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