heart of the matter novel

**Exploring the Heart of the Matter Novel: A Deep Dive into Graham Greene’s Masterpiece™*

heart of the matter novel is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the profound and compelling work of
Graham Greene. First published in 1948, *The Heart of the Matter* remains one of Greene’s most
celebrated novels, known for its intricate exploration of morality, faith, and human frailty. This novel offers
more than just a story; it presents a rich tapestry of psychological complexity and ethical dilemmas that

continue to resonate with readers today.

If you’ve ever wondered what makes *The Heart of the Matter® such a timeless classic, this article will
guide you through its key themes, characters, and the reasons it holds a significant place in literary history.
Whether you’re a long-time Greene enthusiast or a curious newcomer, understanding the heart of this

novel will enrich your reading experience.

Understanding the Context of the Heart of the Matter Novel

Before diving into the novel itself, it’s important to appreciate the historical and biographical context that
shaped Greene’s writing. Set during World War II in a British colony in West Africa, the story reflects the
tensions and uncertainties of the era. Greene’s own experiences as a diplomat and intelligence officer

informed his portrayal of colonial life and the moral ambiguities faced by his characters.

The post-war period was marked by questioning traditional values, and Greene captures this cultural shift
through his protagonist, Scobie. The novel’s backdrop of political unrest and personal turmoil creates a

powerful atmosphere where individual choices carry heavy consequences.

The Influence of Graham Greene’s Life on the Novel

Greene’s Catholic faith and his struggles with sin and redemption deeply influence the narrative. The
themes of guilt, conscience, and the search for grace are woven throughout the story, making the novel not
just a political or social commentary but a spiritual journey. Greene himself described *The Heart of the

Matter* as a “Catholic novel,” emphasizing the moral conflicts that drive the characters.

Plot Overview: What Happens in The Heart of the Matter



Novel?

At its core, *The Heart of the Matter* follows Major Henry Scobie, a British police officer stationed in the
fictional African colony of Lourengo Marques (now Maputo, Mozambique). Scobie is a man burdened by

duty, loneliness, and an overwhelming sense of responsibility.

The narrative unfolds as Scobie grapples with his failing marriage, his attraction to a young widow named
Helen Rolt, and a secret that threatens to destroy everything he holds dear. His internal conflict is the
driving force of the novel, revealing the complexity of human emotion and the consequences of moral

compromise.

Key Characters and Their Roles

- ¥*Major Henry Scobie:** The protagonist, whose inner turmoil and ethical struggles form the heart of the
novel.

- *Helen Rolt** A young widow whose presence complicates Scobie’s life and highlights his
vulnerabilities.

- Y usef:** Scobie’s loyal servant, who represents a contrasting worldview and adds depth to the
exploration of faith and loyalty.

- *Wilson:** Scobie’s superior, embodying the colonial authority and its limitations.

Each character is carefully crafted to challenge Scobie’s decisions and mirror the novel’s central themes.

Themes Explored in the Heart of the Matter Novel

One of the reasons *The Heart of the Matter* remains relevant is its exploration of universal themes that

transcend time and place.

Morality and Ambiguity

Greene does not present morality in black and white terms. Instead, the novel delves into the gray areas
where good and evil coexist. Scobie’s decisions often involve choosing the "lesser evil," leading readers to

question what true morality means in complex situations.



Faith and Doubt

Faith is a constant undercurrent in the novel, with Scobie’s Catholicism shaping his perception of sin and
redemption. His struggle with doubt and guilt reflects the broader human quest for meaning and

forgiveness.

Isolation and Human Connection

Set against the isolating backdrop of colonial Africa, the novel explores loneliness and the desperate need for
understanding and companionship. Scobie’s relationships reveal the fragility of human connection and the

sacrifices people make to maintain them.

Why The Heart of the Matter Novel Still Matters Today

In today’s fast-paced world, the introspective nature of Greene’s novel offers a refreshing pause to examine

the complexities of the human condition. Here are some reasons why it continues to be a significant work:

Timeless Exploration of Ethics: The novel’s nuanced portrayal of moral dilemmas is relevant in any

era, encouraging readers to think critically about their own values.

Psychological Depth: Greene’s insight into the human psyche makes the characters relatable and the

story emotionally impactful.

Rich Cultural Setting: The colonial African setting provides a unique lens through which issues of

power, identity, and cultural conflict are examined.

Literary Influence: The novel has inspired countless writers and remains a staple in discussions of

20th-century literature and postcolonial studies.

Tips for Reading The Heart of the Matter Novel

If you’re planning to read *The Heart of the Matter*, here are some suggestions to enhance your

experience:



1. Pay Attention to Internal Monologues: Much of the novel’s power lies in Scobie’s thoughts and

reflections, which reveal his inner struggles.

2. Consider the Historical Context: Understanding the colonial setting and World War II background

adds layers of meaning.

3. Reflect on the Moral Questions: Take time to ponder the ethical decisions characters make and how

they relate to your own beliefs.

4. Explore Secondary Characters: Don’t overlook characters like Yusef and Helen, whose perspectives

enrich the narrative.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact of the Heart of the Matter Novel

The novel’s compelling story and themes have led to various adaptations, including a notable 1953 film
directed by George Stevens, starring Trevor Howard as Scobie. The film captures much of the novel’s

emotional depth, though some nuances are inevitably lost in the transition from page to screen.

Beyond adaptations, *The Heart of the Matter* has influenced discussions around colonialism, religion, and
ethics in literature. It is frequently studied in academic settings for its complex characters and moral

inquiry.

Legacy in Modern Literature

Many contemporary authors cite Greene’s work as an inspiration for exploring flawed protagonists and
ambiguous moral landscapes. The novel’s blend of thriller elements with philosophical questions paved the

way for later literary works that challenge readers to engage deeply with character motivations.

‘Whether you are drawn to literary classics, interested in moral philosophy, or fascinated by historical
settings, *The Heart of the Matter* offers a profound and moving experience. It invites readers to look
beyond surface appearances and grapple with the essential questions at the core of human existence—the

true heart of the matter.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of the novel 'Heart of the Matter'?

'Heart of the Matter' is a novel written by Graham Greene.

What is the central theme of '"Heart of the Matter'?

The central theme of 'Heart of the Matter' is moral ambiguity and the complexity of human conscience

during times of crisis.

When was 'Heart of the Matter' first published?

'Heart of the Matter' was first published in 1948.

Where is the setting of 'Heart of the Matter'?

The novel is set in a West African British colony during World War IL

‘Who is the protagonist in 'Heart of the Matter'?

The protagonist of the novel is Major Scobie, a police officer struggling with personal and ethical dilemmas.

What genre does 'Heart of the Matter' belong to?

'Heart of the Matter' is classified as a psychological novel and a work of literary fiction.

Has 'Heart of the Matter' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Heart of the Matter' was adapted into a film in 1953 directed by George More O'Ferrall.

What makes 'Heart of the Matter' a significant novel in Graham Greene's

works?

'Heart of the Matter' is significant for its deep exploration of human morality, spirituality, and the impact of

colonialism, showcasing Greene's skill in creating complex characters and ethical conflicts.

Additional Resources

Heart of the Matter Novel: An In-Depth Exploration of Graham Greene’s Masterpiece



heart of the matter novel is a phrase that immediately evokes thoughts of moral complexity, human frailty,
and the nuanced exploration of ethical dilemmas. At the center of this phrase lies Graham Greene’s
renowned 1948 work, *The Heart of the Matter*, a novel that has captivated readers and critics alike for its
penetrating insight into the human condition. This article seeks to provide a comprehensive and analytical
review of the heart of the matter novel, examining its themes, character development, narrative style, and

enduring significance in literary circles.

Understanding the Heart of the Matter Novel

Graham Greene’s *The Heart of the Matter* is often categorized as a psychological and philosophical novel,
but such labels barely scratch the surface of its depth. Set in a West African colony during World War I,
the story follows Major Henry Scobie, a police officer who grapples with intense internal conflicts amid
external pressures. The novel delves into themes such as guilt, faith, love, and betrayal, creating a rich

tapestry of human emotions and moral ambiguity.

‘What sets the heart of the matter novel apart is Greene’s ability to embed these universal dilemmas within
a colonial context, offering readers both a personal and political perspective. The narrative’s backdrop
enhances the tension between duty and desire, loyalty and despair, making it a multilayered work that

invites close reading and interpretation.

Thematic Exploration in the Heart of the Matter Novel

At its core, *The Heart of the Matter* is an exploration of the human psyche, particularly the conflict
between personal conscience and social obligation. Major Scobie’s journey is marked by a profound struggle
with Catholic guilt, which Greene portrays with remarkable sensitivity and nuance. This religious
dimension permeates the novel, influencing character motivations and shaping the moral framework

within which the story unfolds.

Another significant theme is the concept of isolation. Scobie’s emotional and spiritual loneliness is
compounded by the oppressive colonial environment, where cultural and racial tensions simmer beneath
the surface. The heart of the matter novel uses this setting not just as a backdrop but as an active force

shaping the protagonist’s decisions and fate.

Finally, Greene’s treatment of love and betrayal is central to the novel’s emotional impact. Scobie’s
relationships, especially with his wife Louise and the young widow Helen Rolt, reveal the complexities of

human connection and the often-painful consequences of choices made under duress.



Character Development and Psychological Depth

One of the most compelling aspects of the heart of the matter novel is its richly drawn characters. Major
Scobie is a deeply flawed yet sympathetic figure whose internal contradictions drive the narrative forward.
Greene’s portrayal avoids simplistic moral judgment, instead inviting readers to empathize with Scobie’s

torment and recognize the universality of his struggles.

Supporting characters like Louise and Helen are also crafted with care, each representing different facets of
love and sacrifice. Their interactions with Scobie highlight various ethical dilemmas, such as the tension

between personal happiness and social responsibility.

The psychological realism in the novel is further enhanced by Greene’s use of introspective narrative
techniques. Readers gain intimate access to Scobie’s thoughts and emotions, which adds layers of complexity

and fosters a profound connection between the character and audience.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

The heart of the matter novel showcases Graham Greene’s signature narrative style, characterized by
economy of language, atmospheric description, and a steady build-up of tension. His prose is both accessible

and evocative, striking a balance that appeals to a broad readership while maintaining literary sophistication.

Greene employs a third-person limited point of view, which aligns closely with Scobie’s perspective. This
choice deepens the reader’s engagement with the protagonist’s internal conflicts and ensures that the moral

ambiguities remain at the forefront of the narrative.

The pacing of the novel is deliberate, allowing moments of quiet reflection to contrast with scenes of
intense emotional turmoil. This rhythm mirrors the protagonist’s psychological state, enhancing the

immersive quality of the reading experience.

Comparative Context: Heart of the Matter vs. Greene’s Other Works

‘When placed alongside other major works by Graham Greene, such as *The Power and the Glory* and
*Brighton Rock*, *The Heart of the Matter* stands out for its particularly introspective focus. While
Greene frequently explores themes of sin, redemption, and political unrest, this novel’s intimate portrayal

of spiritual crisis is arguably more pronounced.

In comparison to *The Power and the Glory*, which also centers on a conflicted Catholic protagonist, *The
Heart of the Matter* delves deeper into the psychological and emotional consequences of moral

compromise. The colonial setting adds an additional layer of complexity absent in some of Greene’s other



novels, situating personal struggles within a broader socio-political framework.

This comparative analysis highlights why the heart of the matter novel remains a pivotal work in Greene’s

oeuvre and a touchstone for discussions about ethical ambiguity in literature.

Reception and Impact of the Heart of the Matter Novel

Since its publication in 1948, *The Heart of the Matter* has garnered critical acclaim and sustained interest
from scholars and readers worldwide. The novel’s exploration of moral complexity and human

vulnerability resonates across generations, contributing to its status as a classic.

Critics have praised Greene’s unflinching examination of guilt and faith, often noting the novel’s capacity to
provoke reflection on one’s own ethical beliefs. The heart of the matter novel has also been adapted into
various media, including a 1953 film directed by George More O’Ferrall, further cementing its cultural

influence.

From an academic perspective, the novel is frequently analyzed in courses on post-colonial literature,
psychology in fiction, and religious studies. Its nuanced portrayal of colonial dynamics and spiritual crises

makes it a valuable text for interdisciplinary exploration.

Pros and Cons of the Heart of the Matter Novel

e Pros:

[¢]

Profound psychological insight into the protagonist’s moral dilemmas.

[¢]

Rich thematic layers exploring faith, love, guilt, and colonialism.

[¢]

Evocative and precise prose style that enhances emotional engagement.

[¢]

Timeless relevance due to universal ethical questions.

e Cons:

o Slow pacing may challenge readers seeking fast-moving plots.

o The heavy focus on internal conflict might limit appeal for those preferring external action.



o Some colonial-era perspectives may feel dated to modern audiences.

Why the Heart of the Matter Novel Continues to Matter Today

In contemporary literary discourse, the heart of the matter novel remains a vital exploration of the
complexities of human nature and morality. Its nuanced approach to themes like faith and guilt invites
readers to grapple with questions that transcend time and culture. Moreover, Greene’s depiction of colonial
Africa offers valuable historical insight, prompting reflection on the legacies of empire and cultural

interaction.

For readers and scholars interested in the intersection of psychology, ethics, and literature, *The Heart of
the Matter™® offers a profound and challenging experience. Its continued relevance is evidenced by ongoing
academic research, new editions, and adaptations, demonstrating that the novel’s exploration of the human

heart—fraught, conflicted, and searching—still resonates deeply.

The heart of the matter novel, therefore, is not just a literary artifact but a living dialogue with readers

about what it means to confront the essential struggles of conscience and compassion in an imperfect world.

Heart Of The Matter Novel

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter , 1971

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter Graham Greene, 2004-11-02 An assistant
police commissioner in a West African coastal town lets passion overrule his honor.

heart of the matter novel: Heart of the Matter Cesare Terracciano, Samuel Guymer,
2019-11-01 This textbook introduces readers to the scientific basics of cardiovascular medicine and
biology. It covers not only developmental but also cellular and molecular aspects of normally
functioning vasculature and the heart; importantly, it also addresses the mechanisms leading to and
involved in specific cardiovascular diseases. Though the main emphasis is on novel therapies and
potential therapeutic targets, specific controversial topics like cardiac remodeling and regenerative
capacities are also addressed. All chapters were written by lecturers from the Imperial College
London, in collaboration with their students from the College’s BSc Programme in Medical Sciences
with Cardiovascular Science. Bridging the gap between clinics and basic biology, the book offers a
valuable guide for medical students, and for Master and PhD students in Cardiovascular
Biomedicine.

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter Graham Greene, 1959

heart of the matter novel: Fathers and Mothers in Literature Henk Hillenaar, Walter Schonau,
1994 Many people as a child dream of having other parents: a gentler mother, a kinder or stronger
father, a more illustrious family? According to our secret dreams, were not most of us born sons or


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/heart-of-the-matter-novel.pdf

daughters of a king, a president, a champion? Freud termed this the Family Romance. We all carry
these secret scenarios in ourselves. Usually they are long forgotten but nevertheless remain alive in
the stories we tell ourselves and relate to others. Therefore the Family Romance is one of the keys to
the understanding of literature. The French literary critic Marthe Robert developed a fundamental
theory of Freud. In 1972 she presented in her publication Origins of the Novel a new method to
analyse the novel and to understand its history. Her study offers a proof of the relevance of Freud's
views and it invites us to expand on its ideas and suggestions. It is in this perspective that the
authors of this volume write about the historical and mythical figures Mary, Medea, Electra, Kaspar
Hauser and Sir Gawain. Other articles are devoted to the Family Romance in the works of the
following authors: Barthes, Beckett, Camus, Drieu la Rochelle, Faulkner, Flaubert, Goethe, Claire
Goll, Jutta Heinrich, Gombrowicz, Greene, Kafka, LEvy, Modiano, Petronius, Sartre, Vigny.

heart of the matter novel: Graham Greene Henry J. Donaghy, 1983

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter by Graham Greene (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2019-04-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Heart of the Matter with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of
The Heart of the Matter by Graham Greene, the tragic tale of one man’s anguish as he gradually
spirals into corruption and infidelity. The man in question is Major Scobie, a British police officer
living in colonial Africa, who finds himself drawn into an affair with a younger woman while his wife
is out of the country. When a local criminal threatens to make their affair public knowledge, Scobie
is forced to abandon his personal integrity, setting him on a difficult path which ultimately leads to
his doom. The Heart of the Matter is considered one of Graham Greene’s seminal ‘Catholic novels’,
and is also known for its portrayal of life in colonial Africa. Find out everything you need to know
about The Heart of the Matter in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: ¢ A complete plot summary ¢ Character studies ¢ Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge
in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

heart of the matter novel: Graham GreeneA Study Of His Major Novels Sunita Sinha, 2007-09
One Of Britain S Most Interesting And Complex Contemporary Novelists, Graham Greene Is
Eminently Readable And Hugely Topical. A Diverse And Prolific Writer, He Has Also Written Poetry,
Children S Books, Film Scripts, Political Reportage And Travel Books. Greene S Novels Have Evoked
Lively Interest Not Only In Literary And Academic Circles But Also Gained Popularity With The
General Reading Public And Cinema Audience. In An Attempt To Establish Their Individual Points Of
View Critics Have Examined Greene As A Catholic Writer, A Political Writer, A Comic Spy Thriller
Writer, But Have Tended To Ignore The Central Aspect Of Greene S Fiction His Dominant Concern
With Human Predicament Which Forms The Nucleus Of His Entire Vision.Graham Greene: A Study
Of His Major Novels Explores The Persistent Strain Of Humanism La Condition Humanitie The
Estate Of Man, That Obtains In All His Novels, Whether The Ostensible Theme Is Politics Or
Withdrawal From Politics, Religion Or Withdrawal From Religion. The Book Unravels An Inclusive
Critical Analysis Of The Most Significant And Controversial Aspects Of Greene S Fiction And
Establishes Greene As A Significant Proponent Of A New Trend In Literature, A Trend Which
Decidedly Moves In The Direction Of Existentialist Thinking. The Book Establishes Greene As The
Ultimate Twentieth Century Chronicler Of Consciousness And Anxiety , Exploring The Doubtfulness
Of Modern Man And Ambivalent Normal Or Political Issues In A Contemporary Setting. It Makes
Visible The Private Universe Of Greene The Universe Of Pity, Of Sin And Salvation, Of The Cult Of
The Sanctified Sinner, The Question Of Commitment And Of The World Of Broken Trust.Graham
Greene: A Study Of His Major Novels Remains A Comprehensive Study Of This Most Widely Read
20Th Century Novelist Who Never Fails To Engross Our Complete Attention In Each Successive
Novel, Where He Edifies As Well As Entertains. It Will Undoubtedly Prove Valuable To The Students
And Researchers Of English Literature.



heart of the matter novel: An Introduction to the English Novel Arnold Kettle, 2016-03-17
First published in 1953, this book forms the second part of Arnold Kettle’s An Introduction to the
English Novel. In this second part, Kettle builds a discussion of the modern English novel around the
study of various books that have a more than casual significance in its development. He begins with
an analysis of James, Hardy and Butler: three late Victorian writers whose work points forward to
the major preoccupations of twentieth-century novelists. In his discussion of a dozen or so of these
points, the author examines their progress in the long struggle of the novelist to see life steadily and
whole, and points out some of the problems and hazards that beset the writer still. “The selection
both of novelists and their work is excellent... it is both shrewd and witty...” The Times Literary
Supplement ‘Altogether this is a refreshing, challenging and original work, wholly adult in tone, and
never pedantic or dull’ The Guardian

heart of the matter novel: A Kind of Solitude Jamie Howison, 2021-02-26 Six months into a
deep personal crisis occasioned by the unexpected end of his marriage, Jamie Howison traveled
halfway across the continent to Halifax, Nova Scotia, to engage in a unique and intense five-week
contemplative retreat served in the context of the chapel community of the University of King’s
College. Immersed in the liturgies of the Canadian Book of Common Prayer, mentored in the writing
of an Orthodox icon of Christ Pantocrator, challenged to confront the hard truths behind his
brokenness, and laid bare by the hours of silence and solitude, Howison discovered something of the
power of the ancient spiritual traditions in the restoration of a twenty-first-century soul. A Kind of
Solitude tells that story.

heart of the matter novel: Graham Greene Robert Hoskins, 2004-11-23 This study reveals
Greene in a dual role as author, one who projects literary experience into his view of life and
subsequently projects both his experience and its literary interpretation into his fiction; and it
defines two phases of Greenes novels through the changing relationship between writer and
protagonists. The first phase progresses from acutely sensitive, self-divided young men somewhat
like the young Greene to embittered, alienated characters ostensibly at great distance from their
creator. The second phase (1939) includes a series of portraits of the artist through which Greene
confronts more directly the tensions and conflicts of his private life.

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter Mark Mortimer, 1985

heart of the matter novel: The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film Alan Goble,
2011-09-08 No detailed description available for The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film.

heart of the matter novel: Graham Greene Peter Mudford, 1996 This is a fresh assessment of
Graham Greene's achievement as a writer who articulated the conflicting voices within the 20th
century culture.

heart of the matter novel: The Novel in Africa and the Caribbean Since 1950 Simon
Gikandi, 2016 The Novel in Africa and the Caribbean since 1950 examines the institutional and
social peculiarities that make fiction produced in Africa and the Atlantic World since 1950 important
to the history of the novel in English.

heart of the matter novel: The Works of Graham Greene Mike Hill, Jon Wise, 2013-03-14 A
comprehensive reference guide to the published writings of Graham Greene, this book surveys not
only Greene's literary work - including his fiction, poetry and drama - but also his other published
writings. Accessibly organised over five central sections, the book provides the most up-to-date
listing available of Greene's journalism, his published letters and major interviews. The Writings of
Graham Greene also includes a bibliography of major secondary writings on Greene and a
substantial and fully cross-referenced index to aid scholars and researchers working in the field of
20th Century literature.

heart of the matter novel: The Heart of the Matter John D. Loscher, 2014-07-26 The heart
belonging to Dr. Jacob Rothmann, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at Rosalind Franklin
University of Medicine and Science is filled with rage. He has yet to recover from being romantically
spurned some three decades earlier by the beautiful Melissa Neithaus in favor of his irresponsible
roommate, Marty Adkins. Carrying that anger for nearly thirty years blackened his heart beyond



reproach. With the cardiac physician's spirit completely devoured, he evolves into a repulsive man
with no redeeming characteristics whatsoever. But, with Marty dying of congestive heart failure,
Melissa re-enters his life? As a renowned cardiovascular surgeon, Dr. Rothmann has the power to do
as the woman he still loves with all his heart implores?Save Marty's life. But does he have the heart
to do it?

heart of the matter novel: Atrocity and Amnesia Robert Boyers, 1987-05-28 Working
deliberately against the grain of assumptions dominant in the contemporary literary academy,
Boyers examines novels by Glinter Grass, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Milan Kundera and others,
arguing that it is necessary to speak of character, ethics, and philosophic purpose if one is to
understand these works. A penetrating study, Atrocity and Amnesia illuminates some of the major
fiction of our time and makes an important contribution to contemporary political thought.

heart of the matter novel: Conversations with Graham Greene Graham Greene, 1992 This
collection of seventeen interviews covers fifty years. Here the eminent author of The Power and the
Glory, The Third Man, and The Heart of the Matter speaks of himself, his life, and his works. Though
reluctant to be interviewed, especially by an academic or journalist he did not know, Greene was
more at ease in an interview with a personal friend, who he felt would be less likely to
misunderstand or misquote him. Yet even his good friend V. S. Pritchett spent considerable time
trying to pin him down for his 1978 interview. When he finally did arrange an interview, Pritchett
tells that Greene's flat conspiratorial, laughing voice . . ., of itself, makes him the best company I've
known in the last forty years. Other interviewers--included here are V. S. Naipaul and Penelope
Gilliatt--shared Pritchett's opinion, but many found that he avoided idle conversation for fear that his
words would be misconstrued. Greene's anxiety was not without foundation. In an interview with
Michael Menshaw, Greene explained: It's got so I hate to say who I am or what I believe...A few
years ago I told an interviewer I'm a gnostic. The next day's newspaper announced that I had
become an agnostic. After such incidents, Greene turned to the anecdote--relating an experience
with Fidel Castro or with Papa Doc Duvalier--to communicate in interviews with strangers.
Nevertheless, in all the interviews Greene granted over the years, the reader hears very clearly the
voice of a man whose conversation is as painfully honest and unpretentious as is his written prose.
The interviews here are divided chronologically into four periods, loosely related to his subject
matter or to his reputation at the time of theinterview. Thus the reader sees the development of the
writer from a callow but gifted young man into one of the foremost men of letters in the
English-speaking world.

heart of the matter novel: A Companion to the British and Irish Novel, 1945 - 2000
Brian W. Shaffer, 2008-04-15 A Companion to the British and Irish Novel 1945-2000 serves as an
extended introduction and reference guide to the British and Irish novel between the close of World
War II and the turn of the millennium. Covers a wide range of authors from Samuel Beckett to
Salman Rushdie Provides readings of key novels, including Graham Greene’s ‘Heart of the Matter’,
Jean Rhys’s “Wide Sargasso Sea’ and Kazuo Ishiguro’s “The Remains of the Day’ Considers particular
subgenres, such as the feminist novel and the postcolonial novel Discusses overarching cultural,
political and literary trends, such as screen adaptations and the literary prize phenomenon Gives
readers a sense of the richness and diversity of the novel during this period and of the vitality with
which it continues to be discussed
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