first steps to getting a divorce

First Steps to Getting a Divorce: A Guide to Navigating the Beginning of a New Chapter

first steps to getting a divorce can feel overwhelming, confusing, and emotionally charged. It’s a major life
decision that comes with legal, financial, and personal implications. If you’re considering divorce or have
already made the decision, understanding the initial actions to take can make the process smoother and less
intimidating. This guide will walk you through the essential first steps to getting a divorce, helping you

prepare for what lies ahead with confidence and clarity.

Understanding the Decision to Divorce

Before diving into the logistics of divorce, it’s important to take a moment to reflect on your decision.
Divorce not only affects you but also your family, finances, and future. Taking the time to consider the

emotional and practical aspects can provide a stronger foundation for the steps that follow.

Assess Your Reasons and Readiness

Are you divorcing due to irreconcilable differences, financial struggles, or perhaps issues like infidelity or
abuse? Understanding your motives helps clarify your goals for the process. It’s equally important to feel
emotionally ready to face the challenges ahead, whether that means seeking counseling or support groups

before proceeding.

Gather Support and Resources

Talking to close friends, family, or a therapist can provide emotional support. Additionally, researching
resources such as divorce support groups or legal aid organizations can prepare you for the practical side of

things. Divorce is rarely straightforward, but you don’t have to face it alone.

Legal Considerations in the First Steps to Getting a Divorce

Navigating the legal landscape is a critical part of starting the divorce process. Knowing the laws in your
state or country, including residency requirements and grounds for divorce, will help you understand

what to expect.



Know Your State’s Divorce Laws

Each jurisdiction has its own rules regarding divorce. Some states require a separation period before filing,
while others allow no-fault divorces where neither party needs to prove wrongdoing. Familiarize yourself
with terms like “contested” versus “uncontested” divorce, as this influences the complexity and duration of

your case.

Consult a Divorce Attorney

Even if you hope for an amicable split, consulting a qualified family law attorney early on can clarify your
rights and obligations. An attorney can help you understand custody laws, property division, spousal
support, and child support. Many offer initial consultations which allow you to ask questions without

commitment.

Financial Preparation: Organizing Your Assets and Debts

One of the most practical and often stressful parts of divorce is untangling the financial ties between
spouses. Getting your financial house in order is a key first step to getting a divorce that can prevent

surprises later.

Inventory Your Assets and Debts

Start by gathering documents related to bank accounts, retirement funds, mortgages, credit card debts,
investments, and personal property. Creating a detailed list will help you and your attorney understand

what is at stake and how assets may be divided.

Evaluate Your Budget Post-Divorce

Understanding your financial situation as a single person is crucial. Calculate your expected income,
expenses, and any support payments. This will guide negotiations related to alimony or child support and

help you plan for your financial independence.



Consider Opening Separate Accounts

If you currently share bank accounts or credit cards, it might be wise to open your own accounts early on.

This step can help establish financial autonomy and protect your credit history.

Communication and Planning with Your Spouse

While every divorce is unique, clear communication can sometimes ease the initial steps and reduce

conflict. Whether you plan on an amicable or contested divorce, you’ll benefit from thoughtful planning.

Discuss the Possibility of Mediation

Mediation is a collaborative process where a neutral third party helps couples reach agreement on issues
like property division, custody, and support. It can be less adversarial and more cost-effective than going to

court. If both parties are open to it, mediation might be a useful early step.

Set Boundaries and Expectations

During this emotionally charged time, setting boundaries around communication and interactions can
prevent misunderstandings. Agreeing on how and when to discuss divorce-related matters can help

preserve civility.

Child Custody and Parenting Considerations

If children are involved, their well-being becomes a top priority from the outset. Planning for custody and

visitation early can minimize stress for everyone.

Focus on the Children’s Best Interests

Courts prioritize children’s welfare when making custody decisions. Parents should consider what

arrangements will provide stability, emotional support, and continuity for their kids.



Document Parenting Plans

Even before legal filings, discussing and documenting a tentative parenting plan can clarify expectations.

This includes schedules for visitation, holidays, education, and healthcare decisions.

Filing the Divorce Petition

Once you have prepared emotionally, legally, and financially, the formal process begins with filing the

divorce petition.

Prepare the Necessary Documents

Your attorney or local court website can guide you on which forms to complete. These usually include a

petition for divorce and financial affidavits.

File with the Appropriate Court

Divorce petitions are filed in family or superior courts, depending on your jurisdiction. Filing fees apply,

but fee waivers may be available if you qualify.

Serve the Divorce Papers

After filing, your spouse must be officially served with divorce papers. This provides them with notice and

the opportunity to respond within a set timeframe.

Taking Care of Yourself During the Process

The first steps to getting a divorce are as much about self-care as legal and financial preparation. Divorce can

take a toll on your mental and physical health.



Seek Emotional Support

Whether through therapy, support groups, or trusted friends, having outlets for your feelings will help

you cope and make clearer decisions.

Maintain Healthy Routines

Regular exercise, balanced nutrition, and sufficient sleep are vital during stressful times. Taking care of

your body supports your mind.

Stay Informed but Take Breaks

While it’s important to understand the process, avoid becoming overwhelmed by constantly researching or

dwelling on the divorce. Balance your focus with activities that bring you joy and relaxation.

Taking the first steps to getting a divorce is undeniably challenging, but approaching the process with
thoughtful preparation and support can make a significant difference. By understanding your legal rights,
organizing your finances, communicating clearly, and prioritizing your well-being, you lay the
groundwork for a transition that, while difficult, can lead to new beginnings and personal growth. Divorce

might mark the end of one chapter, but it also opens the door to the next phase of your life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step to take when considering a divorce?

The first step is to evaluate your decision carefully and consider consulting with a trusted attorney or

counselor to understand your options and the potential impact on your family.

Do I need to hire a lawyer right away when starting a divorce?

While not mandatory, consulting a divorce lawyer early can help you understand your rights, the legal

process, and prepare necessary documents, making the process smoother.



How do I file for divorce initially?

You begin by filing a divorce petition or complaint with the family court in your jurisdiction, which

formally starts the legal divorce process.

What documents are needed to start a divorce?

Common documents include a petition for divorce, financial affidavits, marriage certificate, and sometimes

proof of residency; requirements vary by state or country.

How long does it typically take to get a divorce after filing?

The timeline varies widely depending on location, complexity of the case, and whether the divorce is

contested or uncontested; it can range from a few months to over a year.

What is the difference between contested and uncontested divorce?

An uncontested divorce means both parties agree on all terms, making the process quicker and less

expensive, while a contested divorce involves disagreements requiring court intervention.

Should I consider mediation before filing for divorce?

Mediation can be a helpful first step to resolve disputes amicably and save time and money, but it's not

required. Discuss this option with your attorney.

How do I protect my finances during the initial divorce process?

Start by gathering financial documents, avoid making large transactions, and consider speaking with a

financial advisor or lawyer to protect your assets during the divorce.

Additional Resources

First Steps to Getting a Divorce: A Professional Guide to Navigating the Process

first steps to getting a divorce can often feel overwhelming, laden with emotional, legal, and financial
complexities. For individuals contemplating the end of a marriage, understanding the initial phase of the
divorce process is crucial to making informed decisions and minimizing potential conflicts. This article
provides a comprehensive, analytical overview of the foundational steps involved in initiating a divorce,

shedding light on important considerations ranging from legal requirements to personal preparations.



Understanding the Divorce Process

Before embarking on the divorce journey, it is important to grasp the general framework of how divorce
proceedings unfold. Divorce laws vary significantly by jurisdiction, but the initial steps typically share
common elements. Recognizing these early stages can help individuals prepare for what lies ahead and

avoid common pitfalls.

Assessing Eligibility and Legal Grounds

One of the very first steps to getting a divorce involves determining whether you meet the legal criteria
to file. This usually includes residency requirements—most states mandate that at least one spouse resides in
the state for a specific period before filing. Additionally, the grounds for divorce must be established. These
grounds can be fault-based, such as adultery or abandonment, or no-fault, which generally means

irreconcilable differences or an irretrievable breakdown of the marriage.
Understanding the applicable grounds is essential because it influences the complexity and duration of the

process. For example, no-fault divorces tend to be more straightforward and faster, while fault-based

divorces may require additional documentation and evidence.

Gathering Necessary Documentation

Early in the divorce process, compiling relevant financial and personal documents is a critical step. These
documents form the basis for negotiations concerning asset division, child custody, and support. Key

paperwork often includes:

e Marriage certificate

Financial statements (bank accounts, investments, retirement accounts)

Property deeds and mortgage information

Tax returns from recent years

Debt statements, including credit cards and loans

Records related to children, such as birth certificates and school information



Having these documents organized can streamline discussions with legal counsel and reduce delays in

filing.

Initiating L.egal Action

Once eligibility and documentation are in place, the formal initiation of divorce begins with filing the

appropriate paperwork. This step is pivotal and sets the legal process in motion.

Filing the Divorce Petition

The divorce petition or complaint is the official document filed with the court that states the intent to
dissolve the marriage. It outlines the grounds for divorce and may include preliminary requests about child
custody, support, or property division. This document must be served to the other spouse, who then has

the opportunity to respond.

Timelines for response and subsequent steps vary by jurisdiction. Some states require a mandatory waiting

period before the divorce can be finalized, which can range from a few weeks to several months.

Choosing Between Contested and Uncontested Divorce

An important consideration during the early phase is whether the divorce will be contested or
uncontested. An uncontested divorce occurs when both parties agree on key issues, enabling a more
expedited and less costly process. Conversely, a contested divorce involves disputes that may necessitate

mediation or court hearings.
For many, the first steps to getting a divorce include exploring mediation or collaborative divorce options to

avoid the adversarial nature of court battles. These alternative dispute resolution methods can save time and

reduce emotional strain.

Practical and Emotional Preparations

Beyond legal formalities, the initial divorce steps require attention to personal well-being and practical

arrangements.



Seeking Professional Support

Engaging with professionals such as divorce attorneys, financial advisors, and therapists can provide critical
guidance. A skilled attorney helps clarify rights and responsibilities, assists with paperwork, and advocates
during negotiations. Financial advisors can help assess the economic impact of divorce and plan for future

stability.

Emotional support is equally important. Divorce can trigger significant stress, anxiety, and uncertainty.

Therapists or support groups offer coping strategies and a safe space to process emotions.

Planning for Living Arrangements and Childcare

Early decisions about where each spouse will live during and after the divorce process are necessary. This
may involve negotiating temporary custody or visitation arrangements if children are involved.

Prioritizing the children's welfare often influences many of these decisions.

Additionally, financial planning must consider new living expenses, child support obligations, and potential

changes in income.

Weighing the Pros and Cons of Early Steps

The first steps to getting a divorce, while essential, come with their advantages and challenges.

e Pros: Early preparation can lead to a smoother process, reduce misunderstandings, and help preserve

amicable relations.

¢ Cons: The initial phase can be emotionally taxing and may uncover complex issues such as hidden

assets or contested custody.

Taking a measured approach to these initial steps can mitigate risks and set the stage for a more manageable

divorce experience.

Comparing Jurisdictional Variations

Divorce procedures can differ widely depending on location. For instance, some states have no-fault



divorces only, while others maintain fault grounds. Waiting periods, residency requirements, and child

custody laws vary, impacting how quickly the process moves.

Prospective divorcing individuals should research local laws or consult an attorney to understand how their

state’s statutes affect the first steps to getting a divorce.

Navigating the early stages of divorce demands a balance of legal knowledge, emotional readiness, and
practical planning. While the process may seem daunting at first, breaking it down into manageable
steps—from establishing eligibility and gathering documentation to filing paperwork and seeking
professional advice—can ease the transition. Each step lays the groundwork for the eventual resolution,
whether through mutual agreement or court intervention, and ultimately helps individuals move toward

a new chapter with greater clarity and confidence.

First Steps To Getting A Divorce

first steps to getting a divorce: The Complete Divorce Handbook Brette McWhorter Sember,
2009 Once I pay alimony and child support, I won’t have enough to live on. How can I reduce it?” My
16 year old refuses to visit her father. Am I going to be in contempt of court if I don’t make her go?”
Brette McWhorter Sember, a retired divorce attorney and a widely-published author on the subject,
answers hundreds of questions like these in simple layman’s terms--covering everything from living
under a separation agreement to dividing assets and debts. Looking at divorce from all angles--legal,
social, psychological, and financial--this is a resource that speaks to everyone, from those just
starting to contemplate breaking up a marriage, to those trying to renegotiate an unsatisfactory
financial settlement.

first steps to getting a divorce: First Steps through Separation and Divorce Penny Rich,
2012-02-17 First Steps through Separation and Divorce' provides practical help, comfort and advice
for anyone considering or experiencing separation or divorce. It provides an introduction to legal
issues and where to seek legal help, useful tips on how to move on and build a new life, and words of
comfort to encourage readers to express their own feelings and allow themselves to grieve for what
has been lost. It also contains advice on helping children through a divorce, and details of helpful
organisations and websites. Other titles in the First Steps series include: Anxiety, Bereavement,
Depression, Eating Disorders, Menopause, Problem Drinking, Problem Gambling and Weight
Problems.

first steps to getting a divorce: Unofficial Guide to Getting a Divorce Russell Wild, Susan Ellis
Wild, 2005-04-01 The inside scoop... for when you want more than the official line! Sad. Mad.
Scared. Stressed. Distraught. Distracted. Overwhelmed. Divorce dredges up so many emotions and
entails so many financial and legal issues, it's difficult to stay rational and keep your life on track.
This savvy, updated guide empowers you to take constructive steps toward a better future. It leads
you through preparing for divorce, the process, legal issues, coping, sticky situations, and
post-divorce financial and health-care issues. It tells you things attorneys and other advisors may
not, and gives unbiased recommendations for negotiating the tricky issues of divorce while keeping
your sanity. * Vital Information to help you protect your interests in a divorce or in dealings with
your future ex, attorneys, financial advisors, and more. * Insider Secrets for moving from I do to I
don't with harmony, intelligence, and grace. * Money-Saving Techniques to reduce legal fees and
court costs. * Time-Saving Tips to help you resolve your divorce without going to court. * The Scoop
on the Latest Trends and precedents in spousal and child support, pre-nups, and more to help you


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/first-steps-to-getting-a-divorce.pdf

set realistic expectations. * Handy Checklists to help you do everything from setting priorities to
telling the children to dividing property

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce For Dummies John Ventura, Mary Reed, 2009-03-03
Since Divorce For Dummies, 2nd Edition published in 2005, there have been considerable changes
in collaborative divorces, common law marriages, same sex marriages, visitation, and even custody
laws (from children to pets). Divorce For Dummies, 3rd Edition includes 25 percent new, revised,
and refreshed material covering all of the above.

first steps to getting a divorce: Banned Legal Secrets To Protect Your Legal Rights
Everyday James Dazouloute, 2019-09-15 This Book does give you all the basic tools that you will
ever need when faced with Life, which is always full of legal situations. This book is also a collection
of my many “ Legal Help Writings, “ which some have been published and others are brand new, all
to help you so you will not miss out on any thing. And I also give to you a whopping 60 Chapters of
legal situations that you will face, but with “ Ever - Green information “ on how to overcome your
legal troubles today, and tomorrow. And I even show you how to legally have the Police apologize to
you, as well how to properly handle your Lawyer and keep his or her feet to the legal fire. Just so you
will never end up being a victim. I teach you the meaning of, and the inner workings of legal
problems that you and your loved ones will face for life, and still end up having a fair shake at the
legal system that was originally written to protect the common man and woman. And not the elite
with money. https://www.JamesDazouloute.net/ - For More:

first steps to getting a divorce: Straight Forward Guide to Divorce and the Law Sharon
Freeman, 2010-06-25 Updated to reflect changes in the legal system affecting divorce proceedings
to 2010 and designed exclusively for anyone who wishes to proceed with a divorce case without the
use of a solicitor or who wishes simply to learn more about the processes involved in divorce and the
judicial system. Clear and concise, this guide will prove invaluable.

first steps to getting a divorce: Seeking & saving. Vol.1 - new quarterly ser. no.20, 1881

first steps to getting a divorce: Guide to Divorce and the Law Sharon Freeman, 2008-09-25 A
comprehensive guide to divorce and the law current to 2008. The book enables readers to
understand the complex legal issues and feel confident embarking on the process, in most cases,
without the use of a solicitor.

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce in Peace John Roach, Laura Roach, 2016-05-13 Before
you and your spouse lawyer up, turn your family and finances upside down, and prepare for war,
take a deep breath and learn about what your alternatives are to all-out war. Divorce in Peace
revolutionizes the ways couples approach divorce by: Explaining the family law court system;
Describing in detail the alternatives to fighting in court; Providing unique insight and perspectives
from a judge who has presided over 10,000 divorce cases and a lawyer who has represented clients
in and mediated thousands of family law cases; Giving couples a complete analysis of how to best
resolve family law disputes outside of court regardless of how contentious the issues are.

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce Matters Kathy Criscuolo Boufford, ESQ, 2024-09-12
If you are thinking of gettingdivorced or about to go through one, you likely have many questions
andconcerns. How will it influence your daily life? How will it impact yourchildren? How will it affect
your finances? Written by family law expert KathyBoufford, Divorce Matters provides allthe answers
and advice you need to navigate the process from start to finish inone step-by-step guide. Based on
theauthor’s years of legal experience, Divorce Matters discusses the practical issues to consider at
the outset of adivorce. It explains how to find the right professional to help you with yourdivorce and
walks you through how to prepare for your case, detailing all theelements you may be required to
produce. It even strikes a hopeful note byshowing how couples can bypass traditional litigation and
end their marriagethrough mediation. It talks about contentious divorce-related issues such
aschildren and finances, and outlines the process of negotiation, settlement, andtrial. Finally, it
offers guidance on divorcing a spouse who may be abusive or strugglingwith mental illness, and
closes by teaching you how to pave the way for a happypost-divorce life. Divorce Matters is meantto
prevent you from making the common mistakes so many divorcing couples make andhopefully save



you some heartache, time, and money. Going through a divorce maynot be easy, but thanks to this
book, it doesn’t have to be overwhelming.

first steps to getting a divorce: Nolo's Essential Guide to Divorce Emily Doskow,
2024-07-30 If you are going to choose only one book to read as you navigate your divorce, choose
Nolo’s Essential Guide to Divorce—the one guide that everyone going through divorce should have.
The book will support readers in avoiding conflict while protecting their financial situation and
relationships with children. It is thorough, easy to read, and updated with the most current
information.

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce in California Debra Schoenberg, Jennifer Knops,
2013-06-01 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right decisions during a
divorce in California, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as What is the mediation
process in California and is it required? How quickly can one get a divorce? Who decides who gets
the cars, the pets, and the house? What actions might influence child custody? How are bills divided
and paid during the divorce? How much will a divorce cost? and Will a spouse have to pay some or
all attorney fees? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce handbook provides clear
and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind needed to meet the
challenges of a divorce proceeding.

first steps to getting a divorce: Collaborative Divorce Handbook Forrest S. Mosten,
2009-10-01 Forrest S. Mosten Collaborative Divorce Handbook Helping families without going to
court Praise for Collaborative Divorce Handbook There are many roads to peace. Whether you
engage in collaborative practice, which by definition includes the provision that professionals will
not represent the parties in litigation, or some other process for respectful conflict resolution, you
will find Collaborative Divorce Handbook to be an invaluable resource for deepening your
understanding and enhancing your skills as a peacemaker. Talia L. Katz, JD, executive director,
International Academy of Collaborative Professionals Collaborative lawyering is a promising new
way of resolving disputes through joint problem solving rather than adversary litigation that has
particular appeal for divorce cases. Whether you are a client who seeks to learn more about it or a
lawyer using it who desires a wise guiding hand, this book is an invaluable resource. Frank E. A.
Sander, Bussey Professor Emeritus, Harvard Law School Written by one of the innovative thinkers in
the field, Collaborative Divorce Handbook is a treasure of information for all professionals interested
in collaborative divorce. Easy to read, expansive, and chock-full of resources, it is bound to become a
classic. Constance Ahrons, PhD, author, The Good Divorce and We're Still Family, and professor
emerita, University of Southern California Family law is changing. As more people realize that the
adversarial process is expensive, degrading, and stressful, they look for alternatives and find it in
various forms of alternative dispute resolution. Woody Mosten is the nationally recognized leader of
this movement, and his book on collaborative practice literally will be 'The Handbook' we will all
follow. Garrett C. Dailey, Esq., CFLS, AAML, president, Attorney's BriefCase, Inc.

first steps to getting a divorce: Cultural Sociology of Divorce Robert E. Emery, 2013-02-21
While the formal definition of divorce may be concise and straightforward (legal termination of a
marital union, dissolving bonds of matrimony between parties), the effects are anything but,
particularly when children are involved. The Americans for Divorce Reform estimates that 40 or
possibly even 50 percent of marriages will end in divorce if current trends continue. Outside the
U.S., divorce rates have markedly increased across developed countries. Divorce and its effects are a
significant social factor in our culture and others. It might be said that a whole divorce industry has
been constructed, with divorce lawyers and mediators, family counselors, support groups, etc. As
King Henry VIII's divorces showed, divorce has not always been easy or accepted. In some countries,
divorce is not permitted and even in Europe, countries such as Spain, Italy, Portugal, and the
Republic of Ireland legalized divorce only in the latter quarter of the 20th century. This
multi-disciplinary encyclopedia covers curricular subjects related to divorce as examined by
disciplines ranging from marriage and the family to anthropology, social and legal history,
developmental and clinical psychology, and religion, all through a lens of cultural sociology.



Features: 550 signed entries, A-to-Z, fill 3 volumes (1,500 pages) in print and electronic formats,
offering the most detailed reference work available on issues related to divorce, both in the U.S. and
globally. Cross-References and Further Readings guide readers to additional resources. A
Chronology provides students with context via a historical perspective of divorce. In the electronic
version, the comprehensive Index combines with Cross-References and thematic Reader's Guide
themes to provide convenient search-and-browse capabilities. For state and nation entries, uniform
entry structure combined with an abundance of statistics facilitates comparison between and across
states and nations. Appendices provide further annotated sources of data and statistics.

first steps to getting a divorce: When Divorce Happens: A Comprehensive Guide to
Navigating the Legal, Financial, and Emotional Challenges Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-03
Going through a divorce is one of the most challenging experiences a person can face. It can be
emotionally, financially, and legally draining. If you are facing divorce, you need a resource that can
help you navigate the process and move forward with your life. This book is that resource. Written
by an experienced divorce attorney, this book provides you with everything you need to know about
divorce, from the legal process to the emotional challenges. In this book, you will learn: * The
different types of divorce and how to choose the one that is right for you * How to divide assets and
debts fairly * How to create a parenting plan that works for your family * How to cope with the
emotional challenges of divorce * How to protect your financial future after divorce This book is
more than just a legal guide. It is also a source of support and encouragement for people going
through divorce. The author understands the challenges you are facing, and he provides practical
advice and strategies for overcoming them. If you are facing divorce, this book is a must-read. It will
help you understand the process, protect your rights, and move forward with your life. Don't go
through divorce alone. Let this book be your guide. If you like this book, write a review!

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce in West Virginia Lyne Ranson, Brittany Ranson
Stonestreet, 2015-09-29 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right
decisions during a divorce in West Virginia, this guide provides answers to more than 350 queries
such as How quickly can one get a divorce? Is it possible to get divorced if one spouse does not want
a divorce? What does it mean for West Virginia to be a community property state? Who decides who
gets the cars, the pets, and the house? What factors might influence child custody? and How are
bills divided and paid during the divorce? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce
handbook provides clear and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind
needed to meet the challenges of a divorce proceeding.

first steps to getting a divorce: Recueil Des Cours, 1986 Académie de Droit International
de la Ha Staff, 1987-10-06 The Academy is a prestigious international institution for the study and
teaching of Public and Private International Law and related subjects. The work of the Hague
Academy receives the support and recognition of the UN. Its purpose is to encourage a thorough and
impartial examination of the problems arising from international relations in the field of law. The
courses deal with the theoretical and practical aspects of the subject, including legislation and case
law. All courses at the Academy are, in principle, published in the language in which they were
delivered in the Collected Courses of the Hague Academy of International Law .

first steps to getting a divorce: Divorce Sarah Pennells, 2009-01-01 Divorce is not only
becoming more common, it is becoming more complicated too. Unravelling joint finances can be a
major headache and there is often uncertainty - on both sides - about what each party may be
entitled to. This book offers anyone contemplating divorce a practical, step-by-step guide to what
they can expect. It will include important issues such as: key milestones in the divorce process; how
to work out what your assets are worth; what happens to joint debts; how to keep divorce costs to a
minimum; what to do if you own a business jointly. The Financial Intelligence series offers
down-to-earth, practical guides to personal finance, aimed at anyone interested in increasing their
financial IQ. These guides will help readers to feel confident about making the right decisions when
it comes to spending, saving and investing their money.

first steps to getting a divorce: Making Divorce Work: In 9 Easy Steps Keith Barret,



2013-08-01 An hilarious spoof self-help book from the star of Marion & Geoff and host of the hit BBC
comedy The Keith Barret Show.
first steps to getting a divorce: Family Law , 2000
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