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collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed is a topic that has fascinated historians,
sociologists, and political theorists for centuries. Why do some civilizations flourish for centuries,
evolving into prosperous and resilient nations, while others crumble under the weight of their own
decisions or external pressures? The collapse of societies is rarely a straightforward event; instead,
it’s a complex interplay of environmental, economic, political, and cultural factors. Understanding
the choices societies make that lead to either failure or success sheds light not only on the past but
also offers valuable lessons for the present and future.

Understanding Societal Collapse and Success

When we talk about societal collapse, it’s important to define what it means. Collapse doesn’t always
imply a sudden, dramatic end. Sometimes, it’s a gradual decline marked by the erosion of social
structures, economic instability, or environmental degradation. Similarly, success is not just about
prosperity; it also includes resilience, adaptability, and sustained well-being over time.

The phrase “collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed” emphasizes that collapse is not purely
accidental. It is often the result of collective decisions—whether those decisions are conscious or
unconscious. Societies have agency, and the paths they take can either lead to ruin or renewal.

The Role of Environmental Factors

One of the most commonly cited reasons for societal collapse is environmental stress. Deforestation,
soil depletion, water scarcity, and climate change have historically contributed to the downfall of
civilizations. The ancient Mayans, for example, faced severe droughts that exacerbated existing
political and social tensions.

However, environmental challenges alone do not guarantee collapse. How societies respond to these
challenges is crucial. A society that invests in sustainable agriculture, water management, and
environmental conservation can withstand pressures that might otherwise seem insurmountable.

Economic Decisions and Resource Management

Resource mismanagement is another key factor in societal collapse. When societies overexploit
natural resources, engage in unsustainable trade practices, or allow economic inequality to widen
unchecked, they set themselves on a precarious path.

Conversely, economic resilience often stems from diversification, innovation, and equitable



distribution of wealth. Societies that promote inclusive growth and adapt to changing economic
landscapes tend to avoid catastrophic failures.

Political Stability and Governance

Political systems play a pivotal role in determining whether a society thrives or collapses. Effective
governance can foster social cohesion, enforce laws fairly, and respond proactively to crises. On the
other hand, corruption, authoritarianism, or political fragmentation can accelerate societal decline.

Leadership Choices Matter

The decisions of leaders during times of crisis often have outsized impacts. Leaders who prioritize
short-term gains over long-term sustainability, suppress dissent, or ignore expert advice often
hasten their society’s downfall. History offers numerous examples where poor governance led to
unrest, revolutions, or loss of territory.

Social Cohesion and Cultural Adaptability

A society’s ability to adapt culturally and maintain social cohesion is another determinant of success.
When populations are divided by ethnic, religious, or class conflicts, internal strife can weaken
societal structures.

However, societies that embrace diversity, foster dialogue, and promote shared values tend to be
more resilient. Cultural adaptability allows communities to evolve with changing circumstances
rather than being rigidly attached to outdated norms.

Lessons from Historical Societies

Looking back at history, we find a rich tapestry of examples illustrating collapse and success.

The Roman Empire: A Story of Overexpansion and Adaptation

The Roman Empire’s collapse is often attributed to overexpansion, economic troubles, and political
instability. Yet, its legacy teaches us about adaptation and resilience. Eastern Rome, or Byzantium,
survived for centuries after the fall of the Western Empire by evolving its governance and military
strategies.



Easter Island: The Consequences of Environmental
Mismanagement

Easter Island’s society famously collapsed due, in part, to deforestation and resource depletion. The
inhabitants exhausted their natural resources, which led to social upheaval and population decline.
This example highlights how environmental neglect can trigger societal failure.

Modern Implications: How Today’s Societies Face
Similar Challenges

The phrase collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed is not confined to ancient history.
Modern nations grapple with many of the same issues—climate change, political polarization,
economic inequality, and resource scarcity.

Climate Change and Global Response

The ongoing climate crisis presents a global challenge demanding collective action. Societies that
invest in renewable energy, sustainable urban planning, and international cooperation may avoid
catastrophic consequences. Those that ignore these warnings risk facing severe disruptions.

Technology and Societal Resilience

Technological innovation offers tools for resilience but also creates new vulnerabilities.
Cybersecurity threats, misinformation, and dependence on complex supply chains require adaptive
governance and informed citizenry.

How Societies Can Choose Success Over Collapse

While collapse might seem inevitable in some contexts, the truth is that societies have choices. Here
are some key strategies that can tip the balance toward success:

Prioritize Sustainable Resource Use: Managing natural resources responsibly can prevent
environmental degradation and ensure long-term prosperity.

Promote Inclusive Governance: A political system that values transparency, accountability,
and citizen participation strengthens social trust.

Invest in Education and Innovation: Educated populations and technological advancements
help societies adapt to changing circumstances.



Foster Social Cohesion: Encouraging cultural understanding and reducing inequality
minimizes internal conflicts.

Plan for Crisis Resilience: Preparing for economic shocks, natural disasters, and pandemics
can reduce their impact.

Encouraging a Mindset of Adaptability

Ultimately, one of the most important lessons is the need for adaptability. Societies that rigidly cling
to outdated practices or refuse to confront uncomfortable truths often find themselves on the path to
collapse. Embracing change, learning from past mistakes, and fostering innovation can help
societies navigate uncertainty successfully.

The study of collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed is as much about understanding human
behavior and decision-making as it is about external forces. It reminds us that while no society is
immune to challenges, the choices made collectively determine the fate of civilizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of Jared Diamond's 'Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed'?
The main premise is that societies collapse due to a combination of environmental damage, climate
change, hostile neighbors, loss of trading partners, and the society's responses to these challenges.

How does Jared Diamond explain the role of environmental
factors in societal collapse?
Diamond argues that environmental degradation, such as deforestation, soil erosion, and water
mismanagement, can critically weaken societies, making them vulnerable to collapse if not
addressed.

What examples of historical societies does 'Collapse' analyze
to illustrate failure or success?
The book examines societies such as the Maya, Easter Island, Greenland Norse, Ancestral
Puebloans, and the Icelandic people to demonstrate different outcomes based on their choices.

According to 'Collapse,' how important is societal decision-
making in determining success or failure?
Societal decision-making is crucial; societies that recognize and adapt to their environmental and



social challenges tend to succeed, while those that ignore or fail to respond often collapse.

What lessons does 'Collapse' offer for modern societies facing
environmental challenges?
'Collapse' encourages modern societies to learn from past mistakes by promoting sustainable
resource management, proactive policies, and cooperation to prevent environmental and societal
collapse.

How does Jared Diamond differentiate between collapse
caused by external versus internal factors?
Diamond highlights that collapse can stem from external pressures like climate change or hostile
neighbors, but internal factors such as societal rigidity, poor leadership, and failure to adapt often
exacerbate these pressures.

What role does cultural attitude play in the success or failure
of societies according to 'Collapse'?
Cultural attitudes affect how societies perceive and respond to challenges; openness to change and
willingness to reconsider values and practices are linked to societal resilience.

Can a society recover after a collapse, based on insights from
'Collapse'?
While some societies have recovered or transformed after collapse, recovery depends on the ability
to learn from past mistakes, rebuild sustainably, and adapt to new conditions.

Additional Resources

Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed

collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed is a profound inquiry into the mechanisms that
determine the longevity or downfall of civilizations. Throughout history, societies have risen to great
heights only to face decline and collapse, often leaving scholars, policymakers, and citizens alike
pondering the root causes. The phenomenon is not merely a matter of fate or external shocks;
rather, it involves deliberate choices, structural conditions, and collective behaviors that shape a
society’s trajectory. Understanding this dynamic offers valuable insights into how nations today
might avoid similar fates and foster sustainable success.



The Dynamics Behind Societal Collapse and Success

Societal collapse is a multifaceted process influenced by environmental, economic, political, and
cultural factors. While external pressures such as climate change, invasions, or pandemics have
historically precipitated collapses, internal decisions and adaptations play a critical role in
determining outcomes. The phrase “collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed” underscores
the agency within societies to respond to challenges, rather than passively succumbing.

Economic sustainability, governance effectiveness, social cohesion, and resource management
emerge as pivotal elements. Societies that prioritize long-term planning, equitable resource
distribution, and inclusive governance structures tend to build resilience. Conversely, those that
ignore warning signs, engage in exploitative practices, or suffer from entrenched inequality often set
the stage for decline.

Environmental Stewardship and Resource Management

One of the most significant factors in societal collapse relates to how communities manage their
natural resources. Jared Diamond’s seminal work, *Collapse*, highlights how deforestation, soil
degradation, and water mismanagement contributed to the fall of civilizations like the Maya and
Easter Island. In modern times, the degradation of ecosystems and unsustainable exploitation
continue to pose existential risks.

Effective environmental stewardship requires foresight and collective action. Societies that invest in
renewable resources, conservation efforts, and adaptive agricultural practices demonstrate higher
chances of enduring success. This is not merely an ecological imperative but a social and economic
one, as environmental collapse often triggers food shortages, migration, and conflict.

Political Stability and Governance

Governance quality directly impacts a society’s ability to navigate crises and implement reforms.
Corruption, authoritarianism, and political fragmentation can erode public trust and hinder
coordinated responses. Historical examples reveal that societies with transparent institutions, rule
of law, and accountable leadership often withstand pressures better.

For instance, the Roman Empire's gradual decline was exacerbated by political instability, economic
mismanagement, and loss of civic virtue. Conversely, societies that maintain adaptive political
systems capable of reform and inclusion are better positioned to succeed. Governance that
facilitates innovation, equitable policy, and social justice contributes to resilience.

Economic Factors and Inequality

Economic health is another determinant in how societies collapse or succeed. A diverse economy
with robust institutions can absorb shocks such as financial crises or resource depletion. Economic
inequality, however, often weakens social cohesion, exacerbating tensions and undermining



collective action.

Studies indicate that societies with high income disparity face greater risks of unrest, reduced social
mobility, and weakened democratic processes. Economic policies that promote inclusive growth,
education, and social safety nets foster stability and empower populations to contribute
productively.

Social Cohesion and Cultural Values

Beyond tangible infrastructures, the intangible fabric of social trust and shared values plays a
crucial role. Societies that cultivate a sense of unity, mutual responsibility, and civic engagement
create a buffer against fragmentation. Cultural narratives that emphasize cooperation, resilience,
and adaptability facilitate collective problem-solving.

In contrast, societies divided by ethnic, religious, or class antagonisms often struggle to coordinate
responses to crises. Social capital—a measure of networks, trust, and norms—is increasingly
recognized as essential in sustaining societal success.

Case Studies: Lessons from History

Examining historical cases offers concrete illustrations of how choices influence societal outcomes.

The Collapse of the Mayan Civilization

The ancient Maya civilization’s decline around the 9th century CE involved complex interactions
between environmental stressors and social factors. Prolonged droughts, deforestation, and soil
exhaustion strained agricultural production. Simultaneously, political fragmentation and increased
warfare destabilized the region.

Experts argue that failure to adapt agricultural techniques or manage water resources effectively
contributed to collapse. This example reinforces the idea that environmental mismanagement
coupled with political disunity can precipitate societal failure.

Success of Scandinavian Societies

Modern Scandinavian countries exemplify how deliberate choices promote societal success. Their
investment in social welfare, education, and transparent governance has resulted in high standards
of living, low corruption, and strong social cohesion. Environmental policies emphasize sustainability
and innovation.

These societies demonstrate that prioritizing long-term well-being over short-term gains, coupled
with inclusive governance, helps avoid collapse and fosters prosperity.



Ancient Rome’s Gradual Decline

Rome’s fall was not sudden but a prolonged process marked by economic troubles, overexpansion,
military pressures, and political corruption. The inability to reform governance structures and
address economic inequality weakened the empire over centuries.

Rome’s trajectory illustrates how ignoring systemic problems and resisting necessary reforms can
lead to inevitable decline, even in powerful societies.

Modern Implications: Navigating the Future

In the 21st century, global interconnectedness has amplified both opportunities and vulnerabilities.
Climate change, technological shifts, and geopolitical tensions require societies to be more adaptive
than ever. The question of collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed remains urgent.

Nations today must balance economic growth with environmental sustainability, strengthen
democratic institutions, and reduce inequality to maintain social cohesion. Investments in education,
innovation, and infrastructure also play critical roles in building resilience.

International cooperation becomes indispensable as challenges transcend borders. The COVID-19
pandemic exposed weaknesses in health systems and governance worldwide, emphasizing the need
for preparedness and solidarity.

Policy Recommendations for Sustainable Success

Promote Inclusive Governance: Encourage transparency, accountability, and civic
participation to ensure legitimacy and responsiveness.

Enhance Environmental Policies: Implement sustainable resource management, invest in
renewable energy, and protect ecosystems.

Address Economic Inequality: Develop social safety nets, equitable taxation, and access to
quality education and healthcare.

Foster Social Cohesion: Support community-building initiatives, intercultural dialogue, and
civic education.

Invest in Innovation and Infrastructure: Prepare for future challenges through technology
and robust public services.



The Choice is Continuous

The exploration of collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed reveals that societal fate is not
predetermined. It is shaped by continuous decisions made by leaders, institutions, and citizens.
While external factors may impose constraints, the capacity to adapt, reform, and cooperate often
determines whether a society thrives or deteriorates.

History offers both cautionary tales and inspiring examples, underscoring the importance of
vigilance, responsibility, and foresight. As contemporary societies confront unprecedented
challenges, the lessons from past collapses and successes provide a roadmap for steering toward a
sustainable and prosperous future.

Collapse How Societies Choose To Fail Or Succeed

  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Collapse Jared Diamond, 2013-03-21 From
the author of Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond's Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Survive is a visionary study of the mysterious downfall of past civilizations. Now in a revised edition
with a new afterword, Jared Diamond's Collapse uncovers the secret behind why some societies
flourish, while others founder - and what this means for our future. What happened to the people
who made the forlorn long-abandoned statues of Easter Island? What happened to the architects of
the crumbling Maya pyramids? Will we go the same way, our skyscrapers one day standing derelict
and overgrown like the temples at Angkor Wat? Bringing together new evidence from a startling
range of sources and piecing together the myriad influences, from climate to culture, that make
societies self-destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse also shows how - unlike our ancestors - we can
benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be survivors. 'A grand sweep from a master
storyteller of the human race' - Daily Mail 'Riveting, superb, terrifying' - Observer 'Gripping ... the
book fulfils its huge ambition, and Diamond is the only man who could have written it' - Economis
'This book shines like all Diamond's work' - Sunday Times
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Collapse Jared M. Diamond, 2005
Bringing together new evidence from a startling range of sources and piecing together the myriad
influences, from climate to culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse also
shows how - unlike our ancestors - we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be
survivors.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: What is Environmental History?
Johnson Donald Hughes, 2006-12-08 What is environmental history? It is a kind of history that seeks
understanding of human beings as they have lived, worked and thought in relationship to the rest of
nature through the changes brought by time. In this seminal student textbook, J. Donald Hughes
provides a masterful overview of the thinkers, topics and perspectives that have come to constitute
the exciting discipline that is environmental history. He does so on a global scale, drawing together
disparate trends from a rich variety of countries into a unified whole, illuminating trends and key
themes in the process. Those already familiar with the discipline will find themselves invited to think
about the subject in a new way. Students and scholars new to environmental history will find the
book both an indispensable guide and a rich source of inspiration for future work
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Collapse Jared M. Diamond, 2005 The
author considers the mysterious collapse of past civilizations and what this means for our future.
Why do some societies flourish, while others founder? He collected a startling range of information
and piecing together the myriad of influences, from climate to culture, speculates on what we need
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to learn to be survivors.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Understanding Collapse Guy D.
Middleton, 2017-06-26 In this lively survey, Guy D. Middleton critically examines our ideas about
collapse - how we explain it and how we have constructed potentially misleading myths around
collapses - showing how and why collapse of societies was a much more complex phenomenon than
is often admitted.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Los Angeles Magazine , 2005-01 Los
Angeles magazine is a regional magazine of national stature. Our combination of award-winning
feature writing, investigative reporting, service journalism, and design covers the people, lifestyle,
culture, entertainment, fashion, art and architecture, and news that define Southern California.
Started in the spring of 1961, Los Angeles magazine has been addressing the needs and interests of
our region for 48 years. The magazine continues to be the definitive resource for an affluent
population that is intensely interested in a lifestyle that is uniquely Southern Californian.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: An Analysis of Jared M. Diamond's Collapse
Rodolfo Maggio, 2017-07-05 American scholar Jared Diamond deploys his powers of interpretation to
great effect in Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, which seeks to understand the
meaning behind the available evidence describing societies that have survived and those that have
withered and died. Why, for example, did the Norsemen of Scandinavia who colonized Greenland in
the early tenth century not survive, while the inhabitants of Highland New Guinea did? With the
evidence to hand, Diamond notes that a society’s collapse tends to be preceded by a severe
reduction in population and considerable decreases in political, economic and social complexity.
Delving even deeper, Diamond isolates five major factors determine the success or failure of human
societies in all periods of history: environmental degradation, which occurs when an ecosystem
deteriorates as its resources are exhausted; climate change (natural or man-made); hostile
neighbors; weakened trading partners; and access or otherwise to the resources that enable the
society to adapt its challenges. The breadth of Diamond’s research provides the springboard from
which to reach these definitions, but it inevitably also introduces complications; how can evidence
produced by specialists in so many different disciplines be compared? Diamond’s ability to
understand the meaning of the evidence at hand – and his readiness to seek and supply clarifications
of meaning where necessary – underpin his achievement, and comprise a textbook example of how
interpretative skills can provide a framework for strong critical thinking.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: How Worlds Collapse Miguel Centeno,
Peter Callahan, Paul Larcey, Thayer Patterson, 2023-03-30 As our society confronts the impacts of
globalization and global systemic risks—such as financial contagion, climate change, and
epidemics—what can studies of the past tell us about our present and future? How Worlds Collapse
offers case studies of societies that either collapsed or overcame cataclysmic adversity. The authors
in this volume find commonalities between past civilizations and our current society, tracing
patterns, strategies, and early warning signs that can inform decision-making today. While today’s
world presents unique challenges, many mechanisms, dynamics, and fundamental challenges to the
foundations of civilization have been consistent throughout history—highlighting essential lessons
for the future.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: SUMMARY - Collapse: How Societies
Choose To Fail Or Succeed By Jared Diamond Shortcut Edition, 2021-06-20 * Our summary is short,
simple and pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential ideas of a big book in less than 30 minutes.
As you read this summary, you will learn that globalized environmental degradation and excessive
exploitation of resources threaten contemporary societies. You will also learn : that there are five
major factors that continue to play a role in the survival or collapse of human societies; that human
beings must learn from the past; that as a result of globalization, human societies are now
interconnected; that several contemporary societies are already on the brink of collapse and others
are not far from it; that politicians, businesses, but also citizens have a role to play in preserving the
environment; that it is not too late to reverse the course of events. Many human societies have



disappeared over the centuries. As a result of population growth, excessive exploitation of resources
and environmental degradation, the modern world is not immune to the same fate. Biologist,
geographer and former director of the American branch of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Jared
Diamond deciphers in this book the factors that intervene in the collapse of a society. He also gives
the keys to avoid it. So, are you ready to anticipate the inevitable? *Buy now the summary of this
book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: The Ultimate Suburban Survivalist Guide
Sean Brodrick, 2009-12-15 From an investment expert, a guide to preparing for and profiting during
an emergency of any kind. Life is unpredictable. Economic and natural catastrophes can happen
anytime and anywhere. The Ultimate Suburban Survivalist Guide: The Smartest Money Moves to
Prepare for Any Crisis describes the simple things people can do today to prepare for anything and
everything that life might throw at them tomorrow. It also offers comprehensive advice on how to
profit during a market collapse, energy crisis, or natural disaster. This guide will: Explain how to
invest in today's new, more turbulent financial landscape Reveal what can be used as money should
the dollar lose its value Show how to cut home energy costs, and why it's prudent to stock up on
supplies in preparation for natural disasters Panicking during a disaster won't solve anything. Be
prepared for any number of potential economic calamities and natural disasters with The Ultimate
Suburban Survivalist Guide.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: The Oxford Handbook of American
Indian History Frederick E. Hoxie, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of American Indian History presents
the story of the indigenous peoples who lived-and live-in the territory that became the United States.
It describes the major aspects of the historical change that occurred over the past 500 years with
essays by leading experts, both Native and non-Native, that focus on significant moments of
upheaval and change, place-based histories of major centers of indigenous occupation, and
overviews of major aspects of Indian community and national life.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: The Foreseeable Future for Water Planning
Andrew James Segrave, 2014-09-14 People and societies conceptualise and experience time in
fundamentally different ways. This basic aspect of perception significantly influences the way we
frame problems and conceive solutions. This book shows how time perspectives differ across
national cultures and across professional roles. It shows how these differences generate ambiguity
when it comes to defining problems and devising solutions in the water sector. This is especially
important when dealing with problems such as Sustainable Water Resources Management and
Climate Change that involve (culturally and professionally) diverse stakeholders. Response
strategies to such problems inherently require concerted action because of the large spatial and
temporal scale on which they take place and to minimise the occurrence of conflicting interventions.
This disparity between diverse problem perceptions and the need for collective understanding and
united action is increasingly recognised as an important concern in the field of water resource
management. The conclusions are important because the time horizons considered in planning and
setting research agendas influence what problems are perceived, what questions are asked, and
what solutions are sought. In general, more time needs to be invested in framing problems. This is
particularly important for participatory planning and transdisciplinary research where the diversity
in Motivational Space is greatest. It is recommended that Motivational Space be collectively and
explicitly framed from the outset of all planning projects, especially in terms of Temporal Extent.
When it comes to setting research agendas it is important to match the Motivational Space of those
who prioritize the questions with the goal of the research programme. Author: Andrew James
Segrave, KWR Watercycle Research Institute, Utrecht, The Netherlands
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Ancient Pakistan - An Archaeological
History Mukhtar Ahmed, 2014-10-25 This book is the fifth and the last volume of a much larger
project, Ancient Pakistan - An Archaelogical History. which deals with the prehistory of Pakistan
from the Stone Age to the end of the Indus Civilization. This volume deals with the decay and demise
of the Indus Civilization and its devolution into post-Harappan regional cultures under the impact of



the intruding pastoral nomads from the West, the Indo-Aryans being one of them. A comprehensive
bibliography is provided for those who want to dig deeper into the subject.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Braided Waters Wade Graham,
2018-12-04 Braided Waters sheds new light on the relationship between environment and society by
charting the history of Hawaii’s Molokai island over a thousand-year period of repeated settlement.
From the arrival of the first Polynesians to contact with eighteenth-century European explorers and
traders to our present era, this study shows how the control of resources—especially water—in a
fragile, highly variable environment has had profound effects on the history of Hawaii. Wade
Graham examines the ways environmental variation repeatedly shapes human social and economic
structures and how, in turn, man-made environmental degradation influences and reshapes
societies. A key finding of this study is how deep structures of place interact with distinct cultural
patterns across different societies to produce similar social and environmental outcomes, in both the
Polynesian and modern eras—a case of historical isomorphism with profound implications for global
environmental history.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: When Technology Fails Matthew R. Stein,
Matthew Stein, 2008-03-27 Matthew Stein's comprehensive guide to sustainable living skills gives
you the tools you need to fend for yourself and your family in times of emergency or disaster. It also
goes a step further, giving sound instructions on how to become self-reliant in seemingly stable
times and for the long term by adopting a sustainable lifestyle--Cover, p. 4.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: A Companion to Global Environmental
History J. R. McNeill, Erin Stewart Mauldin, 2025-02-06 A COMPANION TO GLOBAL
ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY Equips both specialists and newcomers with the historical,
intellectual, and political context for engagement with the environment Providing multiple points of
entry into a dynamic, fast-growing field, A Companion to Global Environmental History explores the
many contours of the relationship between human societies and the natural world on which they
depend. Bringing together essays by an international roster of both established experts and
emerging scholars, this volume covers a uniquely broad range of temporal, geographic, thematic,
and contextual approaches to the practice of global environmental history. Thirty-three detailed
chapters describe how the relationship between society and nature has changed over time, examine
the various drivers of change and environmental transformations, survey different types of
environmental thought and action around the world, and more. Now in its second edition, the
Companion is fully revised to reflect major research developments and new trajectories within the
field. Updated chapters that present new evidence for longstanding debates and innovative
applications of environmental history are accompanied by six entirely new chapters on India, China,
Africa, early modern cities, global environmental governance, and European environmentalism.
Offering fresh insights into environmental thought, culture, policy, and politics, A Companion to
Global Environmental History, Second Edition, is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate
students and an invaluable reference for scholars, researchers, and environmental historians.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: The New Revolution Richard C. Williams
PhD., 2014-10-22 The material has been assembled and updated from my doctoral thesis, Social
Causes of Violent Revolution in Eighty-Six Nations Since World War II, written in 1978 (found on the
dissertation shelves of Norlin Library, University of Colorado, Boulder). In this current update, I
have enlarged the scope of the project to include nonviolent revolutions as well. South Africa has
been the obvious model here and suggests that the most successful revolutions in the world have
indeed been nonviolent. There have been a few others as well in the latter part of the 20th and early
21st centuries. Examining the causes and developments preceding these revolutions and comparing
them with political and social conditions today has convinced me that our own country may be facing
some kind of radical social upheaval during the coming century. By examining more closely the
causes of such upheavals in the world during the 20th century, I would hope we could then see how
closely current conditions match those early ones. Remember that Thomas Jefferson said that this
country would need a new revolution every twenty years. (God forbid we should ever be twenty



years without such a rebellion, Thomas Jefferson wrote to William Stephons Smith in Paris on
November 13, 1787).
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: The Mining Law of 1872 Gordon Morris
Bakken, 2011-09-16 History has left us a classic image of western mining in the grizzly forty-niner
squatting by a clear stream sifting through gravel to reveal gold. What this slice of Western
Americana does not reveal, however, is thousands of miners doing the same, their gravel washing
downstream, causing the water to grow dark with debris while trout choke to death and wash
ashore. Instead of the havoc wreaked upon the western landscape, we are told stories of American
enterprise, ingenuity, and fortune. The General Mining Act of 1872, which declared all valuable
mineral deposits on public lands to be free and open to exploration and purchase, has had a
controversial impact on the western environment as, under the protection of federal law, various
twentieth-century entrepreneurs have manipulated it in order to dump waste, cut timber, create
resorts, and engage in a host of other activities damaging to the environment. In this in-depth
analysis, legal historian Gordon Morris Bakken traces the roots of the mining law and details the
way its unintended consequences have shaped western legal thought from Nome to Tombstone and
how it has informed much of the lore of the settlement of the West.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: An Anthology of Global Risk SJ Beard, Tom
Hobson, 2024-09-03 This anthology brings together a diversity of key texts in the emerging field of
Existential Risk Studies. It serves to complement the previous volume The Era of Global Risk: An
Introduction to Existential Risk Studies by providing open access to original research and insights in
this rapidly evolving field. At its heart, this book highlights the ongoing development of new
academic paradigms and theories of change that have emerged from a community of researchers in
and around the Centre for the Study of Existential Risk. The chapters in this book challenge received
notions of human extinction and civilization collapse and seek to chart new paths towards existential
security and hope. The volume curates a series of research articles, including previously published
and unpublished work, exploring the nature and ethics of catastrophic global risk, the tools and
methodologies being developed to study it, the diverse drivers that are currently pushing it to
unprecedented levels of danger, and the pathways and opportunities for reducing this. In each case,
they go beyond simplistic and reductionist accounts of risk to understand how a diverse range of
factors interact to shape both catastrophic threats and our vulnerability and exposure to them and
reflect on different stakeholder communities, policy mechanisms, and theories of change that can
help to mitigate and manage this risk. Bringing together experts from across diverse disciplines, the
anthology provides an accessible survey of the current state of the art in this emerging field. The
interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary nature of the cutting-edge research presented here makes
this volume a key resource for researchers and academics. However, the editors have also prepared
introductions and research highlights that will make it accessible to an interested general audience
as well. Whatever their level of experience, the volume aims to challenge readers to take on board
the extent of the multiple dangers currently faced by humanity, and to think critically and
proactively about reducing global risk.
  collapse how societies choose to fail or succeed: Who Killed New Orleans? Diane Holloway,
PhD, Diane Holloway, Bob Cheney, Johannes Spreen, 2005 Who Killed New Orleans examines the
faulty coping of politicians and officials who failed to protect and aid vulnerable inhabitants from
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita created the most expensive disaster, the
largest evacuation, and the third deadliest flood in American history.
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