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Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street

bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street is much more than just a tale
set in the bustling financial district of 19th-century New York. At its core,
Herman Melville’s novella explores themes of isolation, the dehumanizing
effects of modern work, and the enigmatic nature of human will. This work
remains a profound commentary on the complexities of office life and the
alienation tied to repetitive labor — themes that resonate even in today’s
corporate world.

Understanding Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story
of Wall Street

When we dive into “bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street,” we
encounter a unique narrative that blends the mundane with the mysterious. The
story revolves around a law copyist named Bartleby, who begins his job in a
small law office on Wall Street. Initially, he is diligent and efficient, but
soon his behavior turns puzzling as he repeatedly responds to requests with
the phrase, “I would prefer not to.”

The Setting: Wall Street as a Character

Wall Street isn’t just a backdrop in Melville’s story—it’s almost a living
entity that symbolizes the relentless pace and impersonal nature of
capitalist work environments. The story’s setting amplifies the themes of
bureaucracy and monotony. The scrivener’s office, filled with legal documents
and endless copying work, mirrors the soul-crushing routine many face in
white-collar jobs.

Themes Explored in Bartleby the Scrivener

Alienation and Isolation in the Workplace

One of the central themes in “bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street”
is the profound isolation experienced by workers. Bartleby’s withdrawal from
social interaction and refusal to perform tasks highlights the emotional and
psychological toll of monotonous labor. His passive resistance becomes a
silent protest against the mechanization of human beings by corporate
systems.



Passive Resistance and Nonconformity

Bartleby’s repeated phrase, “I would prefer not to,” can be seen as an act of
passive resistance. Rather than openly rebelling, Bartleby chooses quiet
defiance, which unsettles his employer and coworkers. This subtle form of
nonconformity challenges the expectations placed on workers and raises
questions about individual autonomy in a structured environment.

The Dehumanizing Impact of Capitalism

Melville subtly critiques the capitalist system through the portrayal of
Bartleby’s plight. The scrivener’s gradual disengagement from work and
society symbolizes the alienation that many workers feel when reduced to mere
cogs in a profit-driven machine.

Characters and Their Symbolic Roles

Bartleby: The Enigmatic Scrivener

Bartleby himself is a deeply symbolic figure. His mysterious past and
inscrutable motives invite numerous interpretations. Is he a representation
of the modern worker crushed by capitalism? A ghostly figure embodying
despair? Or perhaps a philosophical statement on free will and existential
choice?

The Narrator: An Everyman Employer

The lawyer who narrates the story represents the typical Wall Street
employer, torn between empathy and self-interest. His attempts to understand
and help Bartleby reflect the limited capacity of corporate managers to
address deeper human needs beyond productivity.

Turkey and Nippers: The Other Scriveners

The other employees in the office, Turkey and Nippers, each embody different
responses to the pressures of work. Turkey’s declining efficiency in the
afternoon and Nippers’ morning irritability depict the physical and mental
strain caused by repetitive labor.

Why “Bartleby the Scrivener” Still Matters
Today

Even though Melville wrote this story in 1853, the themes of “bartleby the
scrivener a story of wall street” continue to resonate in modern discussions



about workplace culture, mental health, and the meaning of work.

The Rise of Workplace Burnout

Bartleby’s withdrawal can be seen as an early literary depiction of what we
now call burnout. His refusal to engage reflects a deep exhaustion that many
modern workers experience under relentless pressure and unrealistic
expectations.

The Question of Work-Life Balance

Bartleby’s story forces us to question the balance between personal autonomy
and professional obligations. How much should a person sacrifice to fulfill
their job duties? When does compliance become a form of self-erasure?

Insights for Employers and Employees

For employers, the story offers a cautionary tale about the limits of empathy
and the importance of fostering a humane work environment. For employees,
Bartleby’s quiet rebellion can inspire reflection on personal boundaries and
the right to say no.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Melville’s Use of First-Person Narration

The story is told through the eyes of Bartleby’s employer, which adds layers
of complexity. The narrator’s conflicting feelings of frustration, sympathy,
and helplessness invite readers to ponder multiple perspectives on Bartleby’s
behavior.

Symbolism and Ambiguity

Melville uses rich symbolism throughout the story. Bartleby’s office, the
phrase “I would prefer not to,” and even Bartleby’s physical posture all
contribute to a narrative filled with ambiguity and open-ended meaning,
encouraging readers to interpret the story in diverse ways.

A Blend of Realism and Allegory

While grounded in the realistic setting of Wall Street, the story also
functions as an allegory about existential despair and resistance. This blend
makes “bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street” a work that transcends
its time.



Tips for Reading and Analyzing Bartleby the
Scrivener

To fully appreciate the depth of Melville’s story, consider these tips:

- **Pay attention to language:** Bartleby’s repeated phrase is key. Notice
how its meaning shifts depending on context.
- **Look beyond the surface:** The story’s simplicity masks profound
philosophical questions about free will, conformity, and alienation.
- **Consider historical context:** Understanding 19th-century Wall Street and
labor conditions can provide insight into the story’s critique of capitalism.
- **Reflect on your own work experiences:** Many readers find personal
connections in Bartleby’s struggles, making the story relevant on an
individual level.

The Legacy of Bartleby the Scrivener in Popular
Culture

“bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street” has inspired countless
adaptations and references in literature, theater, and film. Its themes have
permeated discussions in sociology, psychology, and labor studies, cementing
its place as a timeless exploration of human dignity in the face of systemic
pressure.

Whether you are a student, a professional navigating corporate life, or
simply a lover of classic literature, Melville’s story offers a compelling
lens through which to examine the challenges of modern work and the enigmatic
nature of human resistance.

Bartleby may have preferred not to work, but his story compels us to think
deeply about why we work, how we relate to our jobs, and what it means to
assert our individuality in a world driven by rules and routines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'
by Herman Melville?

The main theme of 'Bartleby, the Scrivener' is the dehumanizing effects of
modern capitalism and the isolation it causes, as exemplified by Bartleby's
passive resistance and ultimate withdrawal from society.

Who is Bartleby in 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'?

Bartleby is a scrivener, or copyist, who works in a law office on Wall
Street. He is known for his passive refusal to perform tasks, often replying
with 'I would prefer not to,' which becomes a central motif in the story.



How does the narrator in 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'
respond to Bartleby's behavior?

The narrator initially tries to understand and accommodate Bartleby's
peculiar behavior, but as Bartleby increasingly refuses to work and withdraws
from life, the narrator becomes conflicted, ultimately feeling helpless and
responsible for Bartleby.

What is the significance of Wall Street as the
setting in 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'?

Wall Street symbolizes the heart of capitalism and commercial enterprise,
highlighting the impersonal and mechanical nature of the working environment
where individuality and humanity are often suppressed.

How does Bartleby's phrase 'I would prefer not to'
impact the story?

Bartleby's repeated phrase 'I would prefer not to' serves as a form of
passive resistance against the expectations of his employer and society,
raising questions about free will, conformity, and resistance within the
capitalist system.

What literary style is 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'
written in?

The story is written in a first-person narrative style, combining elements of
realism and dark satire to explore complex social and psychological themes.

What is the ending of 'Bartleby, the Scrivener' and
its significance?

Bartleby is eventually imprisoned for vagrancy after refusing to leave the
office building and later dies from starvation. His tragic end emphasizes the
alienation and neglect faced by individuals who do not conform to societal
norms.

Additional Resources
Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street – An Analytical Review

bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street stands as one of Herman
Melville’s most enigmatic and thought-provoking short stories. First
published in 1853, this narrative delves into the peculiar life of Bartleby,
a scrivener working in a Wall Street law office, and offers an incisive
critique of the burgeoning capitalist ethos of mid-19th century America.
Through its nuanced characterization and symbolic undertones, the story
continues to attract literary scholars, psychologists, and cultural critics
alike, who seek to unpack its layers of meaning related to workplace
alienation, passive resistance, and the dehumanizing effects of modern
capitalism.



Contextualizing Bartleby the Scrivener in Wall
Street’s Historical and Cultural Landscape

Set against the backdrop of Wall Street, the financial hub of New York, the
story captures the spirit of an era defined by rapid economic expansion and
industrialization. Wall Street, even in the mid-1800s, was emblematic of
American capitalism and commercial enterprise, making it an ideal setting for
Melville to explore themes of labor, productivity, and individual agency.

The protagonist, Bartleby, is employed as a scrivener—a professional copyist
responsible for duplicating legal documents by hand. This occupation, now
obsolete, was once vital to the legal and financial sectors. Bartleby’s
gradual withdrawal from his duties, famously encapsulated in his repeated
phrase “I would prefer not to,” disrupts the flow of business and challenges
the norms of workplace obedience and compliance. His passive resistance
serves as a subtle yet powerful critique of mechanized labor and the erasure
of human individuality within capitalist frameworks.

The Character of Bartleby: Passive Resistance and
Alienation

Bartleby’s characterization is central to understanding the story’s enduring
significance. Unlike typical protagonists driven by clear motives or
ambitions, Bartleby remains inscrutable and enigmatic. His refusal to engage
in routine tasks raises questions about motivation, mental health, and the
psychological toll of monotonous labor.

The story’s narrator, the lawyer who employs Bartleby, oscillates between
frustration, sympathy, and bewilderment, embodying the conflicting attitudes
of employers toward non-conforming employees. Bartleby’s passive resistance
contrasts sharply with the aggressive productivity demanded by Wall Street’s
competitive environment. His behavior can be interpreted through various
lenses:

Psychological Alienation: Bartleby’s detachment reflects the alienation
described by later theorists like Karl Marx, who argued that capitalist
labor estranges workers from their humanity.

Existential Protest: His repeated refusals may signify an existential
rejection of meaningless work and the purposelessness of modern life.

Social Critique: Bartleby’s plight exposes the indifference of
capitalist institutions to individual suffering and nonconformity.

Symbolism and Themes in Bartleby the Scrivener

The story is rich with symbolism that complements its critique of Wall Street
and capitalist labor practices. Bartleby himself symbolizes the silent,
invisible workforce that sustains economic systems but remains marginalized
or discarded when deemed inefficient.



The office setting—a confined, windowless space—serves as a metaphor for the
stifling nature of bureaucratic labor and the constriction of personal
freedom. Bartleby’s ultimate fate, marked by isolation and demise,
underscores the tragic consequences of a system that prioritizes productivity
over empathy.

Key themes explored in the narrative include:

Dehumanization of Labor: The reduction of workers to mere cogs in a1.
machine is highlighted by Bartleby’s mechanical copying and eventual
withdrawal.

Resistance and Noncompliance: Bartleby’s passive defiance challenges2.
traditional notions of rebellion, presenting a quieter, yet equally
disruptive form of protest.

Complicity and Moral Ambiguity: The narrator’s conflicted response3.
reflects societal ambivalence toward those who resist or fail to
conform.

Comparisons to Contemporary Workplace Dynamics

Though written over 150 years ago, Bartleby the Scrivener remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about workplace culture, mental health, and employee
engagement. The story anticipates modern concerns about burnout,
disengagement, and the psychological impact of repetitive, unfulfilling work.

In today’s corporate environment, characterized by increasing automation, gig
economies, and remote work, Bartleby’s experience resonates with issues such
as:

Workplace Alienation: Employees feeling disconnected from their roles
and lacking meaningful purpose.

Passive Resistance: Manifesting in behaviors like “quiet quitting,”
where workers fulfill minimal duties without engagement.

Employer-Employee Dynamics: The challenges managers face in addressing
noncompliance without undermining morale or productivity.

Furthermore, the story offers insights into how organizations might better
accommodate diverse human needs and foster inclusivity rather than enforcing
rigid conformity.

Literary Significance and Critical Reception

Bartleby the Scrivener is widely regarded as a masterpiece of American
literature and has been subject to extensive critical analysis. Its open-
ended narrative invites multiple interpretations, making it a rich text for



literary scholars.

Prominent critics have praised Melville’s exploration of existential themes
and his innovative use of narrative voice. The story’s ambiguous ending and
the unresolved fate of Bartleby contribute to its enduring mystery and depth.

Its influence extends beyond literature into philosophy, psychology, and
cultural studies, demonstrating the story’s multidisciplinary appeal. It
continues to be studied in academic curricula and referenced in discussions
about labor ethics and human dignity.

SEO Integration: Maximizing Reach While
Preserving Analytical Depth

In crafting content about bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street,
integrating relevant LSI keywords enhances discoverability while maintaining
a professional tone. Keywords such as “Herman Melville short story,” “Wall
Street labor critique,” “passive resistance in literature,” “workplace
alienation themes,” and “19th-century American capitalism” naturally fit
within the context of analysis.

Strategic placement of these terms across headings and paragraphs ensures
that the article aligns with search intent for readers seeking both literary
analysis and historical context. Moreover, the use of varied sentence
structures and paragraph styles prevents the content from appearing
formulaic, thus appealing to both human readers and search algorithms.

Key Features of Bartleby the Scrivener for Readers
and Scholars

Concise yet impactful narrative: The brevity of the story contrasts with
its profound thematic exploration.

Layered character study: Bartleby’s ambiguous motives provoke ongoing
debate.

Social and economic commentary: Reflects critical perspectives on Wall
Street and capitalist labor systems.

Relevance across disciplines: Influences literary, philosophical, and
psychological discussions.

Such features contribute to the story’s sustained popularity and academic
interest, reinforcing its status as a seminal work in American literary
canon.

In sum, bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street remains a compelling
narrative that challenges readers to reconsider the implications of labor,
authority, and individual will within the framework of economic systems. Its
nuanced portrayal of passive resistance and alienation continues to resonate,
inviting reflection on the human condition in both historical and modern



contexts.

Bartleby The Scrivener A Story Of Wall Street

  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby The Scrivener Herman. Melville,
2006-10 Every person around has a dream world which is influenced by the outer world. But when
internal passions try to descend over practical tasks then characters like Bartleby are made. The
story is rich in language and yet spare in actual action as the protagonist answers to any task as I
prefer not to. The end is very unusual making it more in...
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Herman Melville,
2011-08-01 This anthology is a thorough introduction to classic literature for those who have not yet
experienced these literary masterworks. For those who have known and loved these works in the
past, this is an invitation to reunite with old friends in a fresh new format. From Shakespeare's
finesse to Oscar Wilde's wit, this unique collection brings together works as diverse and influential
as The Pilgrim's Progress and Othello. As an anthology that invites readers to immerse themselves in
the masterpieces of the literary giants, it is must-have addition to any library.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, The Scrivener: A Story of Wall-Street
Herman. Melville, 2024-12-03
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Herman Melville,
2016-06-20 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical
Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where
there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of
these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be
certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future
generations to enjoy.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, The Scrivener Herman Melville,
2020-05-02 Bartleby the Scrivener is the story of a quiet, hard working legal copyist who works in an
office in the Wall Street area of New York City. One day Bartleby declines the assignment his
employer gives him with the inscrutable I would prefer not. The utterance of this remark sets off a
confounding set of actions and behavior, making the unsettling character of Bartleby one of
Melville's most enigmatic and unforgettable creations.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, The Scrivener. A Story of
Wall-Street (Annotated) Herman Melville, 2020-07-11 Differentiated book- It has a historical
context with research of the time-This book contains a historical context, which helps us understand
this literary work. We must pay special attention to those events that especially influenced the world
of culture and art and also to those events that were especially reflected in literature, in the life of
its writer or that affected it. There are many examples in which historical events have shaped the
content and forms of literature, as well as this has often been the best testimony to the importance
of certain events throughout history. This context is formed by everything that, in some way,
influences the event when it happens. A fact is always tied to its time: that is, to its time.Bartleby,
the scribe (Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street) is a story by Herman Melville (the author
of Moby Dick), disconcerting while the personality of one of the protagonists has raised countless
theories about it. The story begins with the first person voice of a man who owns a copy office for
legal documents in downtown Wall Street. A man comes to him applying for a job: Bartleby. He is an
effective worker (he copies documents without errors, he is the first to arrive and the last to leave)
but, before another class of requests, the only thing he can answer is: he would rather not do so (I
would prefer not to).
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener a Story of Wall-Street.

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/bartleby-the-scrivener-a-story-of-wall-street.pdf


Herman Melville, 2018-08-06 Bartleby, the Scrivener A Story of Wall-Street. Herman Melville
Academics hail it as the beginning of modernism, but to readers around the world-even those
daunted by Moby-Dick-Bartleby the Scrivener is simply one of the most absorbing and moving
novellas ever. Set in the mid-19th century on New York City's Wall Street, it was also, perhaps,
Herman Melville's most prescient story: what if a young man caught up in the rat race of commer ...
We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection.
Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been
accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to
this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which
deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles
in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product,
each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a
desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Herman Melville, 1995
The story of a quiet, hardworking legal copyist who works in an office in the Wall Street area of New
York City. One day Bartleby declines the assignment his employer gives him with the inscrutable 'I
would prefer not.' The utterance of this remark sets off a confounding set of actions and behavior,
making the unsettling character of Bartleby one of Melville's most enigmatic and unforgettable
creations.--Amazon.com.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener (Esprios Classics)
Herman Melville, 2022-06-13 Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street is a short story by the
American writer Herman Melville, first serialized anonymously in two parts in the November and
December 1853 issues of Putnam's Magazine and reprinted with minor textual alterations in his The
Piazza Tales in 1856. In the story, a Wall Street lawyer hires a new clerk who, after an initial bout of
hard work, refuses to make copies or do any other task required of him, refusing with the words I
would prefer not to. Numerous critical essays have been published about the story, which scholar
Robert Milder describes as unquestionably the masterpiece of the short fiction in the Melville canon.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby Herman Melville, 2020-10-08
Academics hail it as the beginning of modernism, but to readers around the world-even those
daunted by Moby-Dick-Bartleby the Scrivener is simply one of the most absorbing and moving
novellas ever. Set in the mid-19th century on New York City's Wall Street, it was also, perhaps,
Herman Melville's most prescient story: what if a young man caught up in the rat race of commerce
finally just said, I would prefer not to?The tale is one of the final works of fiction published by
Melville before, slipping into despair over the continuing critical dismissal of his work after
Moby-Dick, he abandoned publishing fiction. The work is presented here exactly as it was originally
published in Putnam's magazine-to, sadly, critical disdain.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: The Oxford Companion to American Literature
James D. Hart, Phillip Leininger, 1995-10-12 For more than half a century, James D. Hart's The
Oxford Companion to American Literature has been an unparalleled guide to America's literary
culture, providing one of the finest resources to this country's rich history of great writers. Now this
acclaimed work has been completely revised and updated to reflect current developments in the
world of American letters.For the sixth edition, editors James D. Hart and Phillip Leininger have
updated the Companion in light of what has happened in American literature since 1982. To this
end, they have revised the entries on such established authors as Saul Bellow, Norman Mailer, and
Joyce Carol Oates, and they have added more than 180 new entries on novelists (T. Coraghessan
Boyle, Tim O'Brien, Louise Erdrich, Don De Lillo), poets (Rita Dove, Weldon Kees), playwrights
(Wendy Wasserstein, August Wilson), popular writers (Stephen King, Louis L'Amour), historians
(James M. McPherson, David Herbert Donald, William Manchester), naturalists (Aldo Leopold,
Edward Abbey), and literary critics (Camille Paglia, Richard Ellmann). In addition, the Companion



boasts more women's, African-American, and ethnic voices, with new entries on such luminaries as
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, M.F.K. Fisher, William Least Heat-Moon, Ursula Le Guin, and Oscar
Hijuelos, among many others.These additions represent only some of the revisions for the new
edition. Of course, the basic qualities of the Companion that readers have grown to know and love
over the years are as superb as ever. With over 5,000 total entries, The Oxford Companion to
American Literature reflects a dynamic balance between past and contemporary literature,
surveying virtually every aspect of our national literature, from the Pulitzer Prize to pulp fiction, and
from Walt Whitman to William F. Buckley, Jr. There are over 2,000 biographical profiles of important
American authors (with information regarding their styles, subjects, and major works) and
influential foreign writers as well as other figures who have been important in the nation's social and
cultural history. There are more than 1,100 full summaries of important American novels, stories,
essays, poems (with verse form noted), plays, biographies and autobiographies, tracts, narratives,
and histories. The new edition provides historical background and astute commentary on literary
schools and movements, literary awards, magazines, newspapers, and a wide variety of other
matters directly related to writing in America. Finally, the book is thoroughly cross-referenced and
features an extensive and fully updated index of literary and social history.Ranging from Captain
John Smith to John Updike, and from Anne Bradstreet to Anne Rice, the sixth edition of The Oxford
Companion to American Literature is up to date, accurate, and comprehensive, a delight for both the
casual browser and the serious student.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Annotated Herman
Melville, 2021-04-17 Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street is a short story by the American
writer Herman Melville, first serialized anonymously in two parts in the November and December
1853 issues of Putnam's Magazine, and reprinted with minor textual alterations in his The Piazza
Tales in 1856. In the story, a Wall Street lawyer hires a new clerk who, after an initial bout of hard
work, refuses to make copies or do any other task required of him, with the words I would prefer not
to.Numerous critical essays have been published about the story, which scholar Robert Milder
describes as unquestionably the masterpiece of the short fiction in the Melville canon.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Illustrated Herman
Melville, 2020-05-15 Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street is a short story by the American
writer Herman Melville, first serialized anonymously in two parts in the November and December
1853 issues of Putnam's Magazine, and reprinted with minor textual alterations in his The Piazza
Tales in 1856. In the story, a Wall Street lawyer hires a new clerk who, after an initial bout of hard
work, refuses to make copies or do any other task required of him, with the words I would prefer not
to.Numerous critical essays have been published about the story, which scholar Robert Milder
describes as unquestionably the masterpiece of the short fiction in the Melville canon.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, The Scrivener Gabriel Zarraga,
Herman Melville, 2019-10-16 Bartleby is a kind of clerk, a copyist, who obstinately refuses to go on
doing the sort of writing demanded of him. During the spring of 1851, Melville felt similarly about
his work on Moby Dick. Thus, Bartleby can be seen to represent Melville's frustration with his own
situation as a writer, and the story itself is about a writer who forsakes conventional modes because
of an irresistible preoccupation with the most baffling philosophical questions. Bartleby can also be
seen to represent Melville's relation to his commercial, democratic society.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby Herman Melville, 2021-02-18 I am a
rather elderly man. The nature of my avocations for the last thirty years hasbrought me into more
than ordinary contact with what would seem an interesting andsomewhat singular set of men, of
whom as yet nothing that I know of has ever beenwritten: -I mean the law-copyists or scriveners. I
have known very many of them, professionally and privately, and if I pleased, could relate divers
histories, at whichgood-natured gentlemen might smile, and sentimental souls might weep. But I
waivethe biographies of all other scriveners for a few passages in the life of Bartleby, whowas a
scrivener of the strangest I ever saw or heard of. While of other law-copyists Imight write the
complete life, of Bartleby nothing of that sort can be done. I believethat no materials exist for a full



and satisfactory biography of this man. It is anirreparable loss to literature. Bartleby was one of
those beings of whom nothing isascertainable, except from the original sources, and in his case
those are very small.What my own astonished eyes saw of Bartleby, that is all I know of him, except,
indeed, one vague report which will appear in the sequel.Ere introducing the scrivener, as he first
appeared to me, it is fit I make some mentionof myself, my employees, my business, my chambers,
and general surroundings; becausesome such description is indispensable to an adequate
understanding of the chiefcharacter about to be present
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener: a Story of
Wall-Street Herman Melville, 2021-08-22 By the American novelist, essayist and poet, widely
esteemed as one of the most important figures in American literature and best remembered today
for his masterpiece Moby-Dick (1851). His short story Bartleby, the Scrivener (1856) is among his
most important pieces, and has been considered a precursor to Existentialist and Absurdist
literature.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby the Scrivener Herman Melville,
2016-08-07 The narrator of the story is an unnamed lawyer with offices on Wall Street in New York
City. He describes himself as doing a snug business among rich men's bonds and mortgages and
title-deeds. He has three employees: First, Turkey; second, Nippers; third, Ginger Nut, each of whom
is described. Turkey and Nippers are copyists or scriveners while Ginger Nut does delivery work or
other assorted jobs around the office, and the lawyer decides his business needs a third scrivener.
Bartleby responds to his advertisement and arrives at the office, pallidly neat, pitiably respectable,
incurably forlorn!
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener Herman Melville,
2025-03-28 Herman Melville's Bartleby, The Scrivener: A Story of Wall-Street is a timeless
exploration of alienation and the human condition. Set against the backdrop of bustling Wall Street,
this short story follows a copyist whose quiet refusal to conform disrupts the predictable world
around him. Melville masterfully crafts a melancholy atmosphere, drawing readers into Bartleby's
growing isolation. The story delves into themes of individuality, the drudgery of routine, and the
search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. A cornerstone of classic American literature,
Bartleby, The Scrivener resonates with its subtle humor and poignant portrayal of a man choosing
his own path, however unconventional. This meticulously prepared print edition preserves the
story's original integrity, ensuring its enduring power continues to captivate readers. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener: a Story of Wall-Street
Herman Melville, 2017-09-15 Buy this Classic Bestseller in its original format in this new series of
bestselling classic paperback reprints! Welcome to a special edition of a renowned classic. This
classic, difficult-to-find text has been reprinted using a print-on-demand service to provide you with
an updated version of the text, at the best value possible! Several edits have been made for
readability, including font, text size, spacing, and alignment changes. However, while our goal was
to enhance the ease at which this book can be read, we did not alter or change the historic text.
Experience this classic in all of its glory and historical significance!
  bartleby the scrivener a story of wall street: Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall
Street (Hardcover) Herman Melville, 2018-08-27 Herman Melville's absurdist classic is printed
anew in this presentable hardcover edition. First published in 1853, Bartleby, the Scrivener has
been lauded as a superb - even perfect - example of short form fiction. In the years since its original
publication, the text has received analysis in numerous essays and is commonly studied in school



classrooms and university lectures. Variously interpreted as a dark office comedy or as an
autobiography by the increasingly iconoclastic Melville, the story concerns the titular Bartleby, a
'scrivener' or clerk hired by the narrator who is a prosperous lawyer based in Manhattan. Despite
starting very well, the quiet Bartleby begins to refuse to do tasks, and gradually his workload tapers
to zero. Each refusal is paired with Bartleby's catchphrase: I would prefer not to.
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