1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE

1811 DicTIoNARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE: A GLIMPSE INTO HISTORICAL SLANG AND STREET LANGUAGE

1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE IS A FASCINATING WINDOW INTO THE COLORFUL AND OFTEN BAWDY SLANG USED
BY THE LOWER CLASSES OF EARLY 19TH-CENTURY ENGLAND. THIS DICTIONARY, COMPILED AND PUBLISHED IN 1811 BY
CAPTAIN FRANCIS GROSE, SERVES AS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR LINGUISTS, HISTORIANS, AND ANYONE CURIOUS ABOUT
THE EVOLUTION OF ENGLISH VERNACULAR. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL DICTIONARIES THAT FOCUS ON FORMAL LANGUAGE, THIS WORK
CATALOGUES THE SLANG, CANT, AND COLLOQUIALISMS OF CRIMINALS, BEGGARS, AND STREET FOLK, CAPTURING AN ESSENTIAL
PIECE OF SOCIAL HISTORY THAT IS OFTEN OVERLOOKED.

THe 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE IS NOT MERELY A LIST OF WORDS; IT’S A CULTURAL SNAPSHOT THAT
REVEALS MUCH ABOUT THE ATTITUDES, HUMOR, AND DAILY LIVES OF PEOPLE ON THE FRINGES OF SOCIETY DURING THE REGENCY
ERA. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE'LL EXPLORE THE ORIGINS OF THIS UNIQUE DICTIONARY, ITS SIGNIFICANCE, AND HOW IT CONTINUES TO
INFLUENCE MODERN UNDERSTANDINGS OF BRITISH SLANG.

THe ORIGINS OF THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE

THE IDEA OF COMPILING A DICTIONARY DEDICATED SOLELY TO VULGAR AND SLANG WORDS WAS QUITE NOVEL IN THE EARLY
19TH CenTURY. CAPTAIN FRANCIS GROSE, AN ANTIQUARIAN AND HUMORIST, FIRST PUBLISHED AN EDITION OF THIS DICTIONARY
IN 1785, AND THE 18 11 EDITION WAS AN EXPANDED VERSION THAT REFLECTED THE EVOLVING STREET LANGUAGE OF L ONDON
AND OTHER URBAN CENTERS.

(GROSE WAS DEEPLY INTERESTED IN THE CUSTOMS AND SPEECH OF THE LOWER CLASSES, PARTICULARLY THE ROGUES AND
VAGABONDS WHOSE LANGUAGE WAS RICH WITH INVENTIVE EXPRESSIONS. HIS DICTIONARY WAS PART LINGUISTIC STUDY, PART
SOCIAL COMMENTARY, AND PART ENTERTAINMENT. THE TERM “VULGAR TONGUE” ITSELF REFERS NOT SIMPLY TO CRUDE
LANGUAGE BUT TO THE EVERYDAY SPEECH OF COMMON PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY THOSE OUTSIDE POLITE SOCIETY.

WHY W AS THE DicTIONARY CREATED?

THE DICTIONARY SERVED SEVERAL PURPOSES:

- ¥**DOCUMENTATION:** TO PRESERVE THE SLANG AND CANT BEFORE IT DISAPPEARED OR EVOLVED.
- **EpucATION:** ToO INFORM THE UPPER CLASSES AND AUTHORITIES ABOUT THE SECRET LANGUAGE OF CRIMINALS AND THE

UNDER\WORLD.
- **ENTERTAINMENT:** THE COLORFUL DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS WERE OFTEN AMUSING AND PROVIDED READERS WITH A

GLIMPSE INTO A HIDDEN \WORLD.

MANY OF THE TERMS CAPTURED BY GROSE WERE USED BY THIEVES, GAMBLERS, AND STREET VENDORS, MAKING THE DICTIONARY
A KIND OF ROSETTA STONE FOR DECODING ILLICIT OR UNDERGROUND CONVERSATIONS.

IUNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT OF THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR
TONGUE
ONE OF THE MOST STRIKING ASPECTS OF THE DICTIONARY IS HOW VIVID AND IMAGINATIVE MANY OF THE ENTRIES ARE. THE

\WORDS RANGE FROM HUMOROUS TO DOWNRIGHT SHOCKING BY TODAY’S STANDARDS, REFLECTING A SOCIETY THAT WAS BOTH
FASCINATED AND REPELLED BY ITS OWN UNDERBELLY.



ExAMPLES OF SLANG AND CANT

SOME NOTABLE ENTRIES INCLUDE:

- ¥¥<BE Ly TIMBER”** — FOOD OR PROVISIONS.

- ¥*<DARKMANS ¥ ¥ — NIGHT OR DARKNESS.

- ¥XCELASH”*¥* — USED TO DESCRIBE LANGUAGE OR BEHAVIOR THAT IS SHOWY OR OSTENTATIOUS.
- ¥X<MoLL”** — A FEMALE COMPANION OF A CRIMINAL OR A PROSTITUTE.

- ¥*¥“NosesAG”** — A BAG FOR CARRYING FOOD, OFTEN USED BY SOLDIERS OR LABORERS.

THESE WORDS PAINT A VIVID PICTURE OF EVERYDAY LIFE AND THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF THE TIME. THE DICTIONARY DOESN’T
JUST LIST WORDS; IT OFTEN PROVIDES EXPLANATIONS AND EXAMPLES OF HOW THEY WERE USED, OFFERING DEEPER INSIGHT INTO
THE CULTURE.

THe RoLE oF CANT IN CRIMINAL SUBCUL TURE

CANT WAS A SECRET LANGUAGE USED BY CRIMINALS TO COMMUNICATE WITHOUT BEING UNDERSTOOD BY OUTSIDERS. T HE
1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE PRESERVES MANY CANT TERMS, WHICH WERE ESSENTIAL FOR SURVIVAL AND
COOPERATION WITHIN THESE GROUPS. UNDERSTANDING THIS LEXICON HELPS HISTORIANS PIECE TOGETHER THE WORKINGS OF
EARLY CRIMINAL SOCIETIES AND THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH LAWY ENFORCEMENT.

WHY THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE MATTERS TODAY

THOUGH OVER TWO CENTURIES OLD, THIS DICTIONARY REMAINS RELEVANT IN SEVERAL WAYS. FIRST, IT IS A KEY RESOURCE FOR
ANYONE STUDYING THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE OR SOCIAL HISTORY. THE SLANG AND CANT CAPTURED WITHIN
REVEAL HOW LANGUAGE IS SHAPED BY SOCIAL CLASS, OCCUPATION, AND EVEN RESISTANCE TO AUTHORITY.

INFLUENCE ON MODERN SLANG AND LITERATURE

MANY EXPRESSIONS FROM THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OR ITS EARLIER EDITIONS HAVE INFLUENCED MODERN BRITISH SLANG AND
LITERATURE. WRITERS LIKE CHARLES DICKENS, WHO DEPICTED THE LIVES OF LONDON’S POOR AND CRIMINAL CLASSES, LIKELY
DREW UPON SIMILAR SLANG TO ADD AUTHENTICITY TO THEIR CHARACTERS’ SPEECH. CONTEMPORARY SLANG AND IDIOMATIC
EXPRESSIONS SOMETIMES HAVE ROOTS THAT STRETCH BACK TO GROSE’S WORK.

UsING THE DICTIONARY FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH

For RESEARCHERS, THE DICTIONARY IS MORE THAN A CURIOSITY. |T PROVIDES CLUES ABOUT SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, MIGRATION
PATTERNS, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES WITHIN URBAN AREAS. BY UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE USED BY MARGINALIZED
GROUPS, HISTORIANS GAIN A FULLER PICTURE OF THE PAST BEYOND OFFICIAL RECORDS.

How To ExPLORE THE 18 11 DiCTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE TODAY

THANKS TO DIGITIZATION EFFORTS, COPIES OF THE 1811 DICTIONARY ARE WIDELY ACCESSIBLE ONLINE, ALLOWING ANYONE
WITH AN INTEREST IN LANGUAGE HISTORY TO DELVE INTO ITS PAGES. HERE ARE SOME TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF THIS
FASCINATING TEXT:



® READ WITHIN CONTEXT: MANY WORDS HAVE MEANINGS TIED TO SPECIFIC SOCIAL OR HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, SO
SUPPLEMENT YOUR READING WITH BACKGROUND ON THE ERA.

o CROSS-REFERENCE WITH OTHER SLANG DICTIONARIES: L ATER AND EARLIER SLANG DICTIONARIES PROVIDE COMPARATIVE
INSIGHTS THAT SHOW HOW LANGUAGE EVOLVED.

o USE IT TO ENHANCE CREATIVE WRITING: W/RITERS AIMING FOR HISTORICAL ACCURACY IN DIALOGUE OR SETTING CAN
DRAW AUTHENTIC SLANG TERMS FROM THE DICTIONARY.

® EXPLORE REGIONAL VARIATIONS: SOME WORDS MAY HAVE BEEN MORE COMMON IN LONDON, \WHILE OTHERS SPREAD
ACROSS ENGLAND OR EVEN TO COLONIAL TERRITORIES.

\WHERe TO FIND THE DICTIONARY

DIGITAL ARCHIVES SUCH AS GOOGLE BOOKS/ PROJECT GUTENBERGI AND VARIOUS UNIVERSITY COLLECTIONS OFTEN HOST
SCANS OR TRANSCRIPTIONS OF THE DICTIONARY. PHYSICAL COPIES MAY ALSO EXIST IN LIBRARIES SPECIALIZING IN HISTORICAL
TEXTS OR LINGUISTICS.

REFLECTIONS ON LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY THROUGH THE LENS oF THE 1811
DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE

LOOKING THROUGH THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE, IT BECOMES CLEAR HOW LANGUAGE ACTS AS A LIVING
RECORD OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE. THE SLANG AND CANT CAPTURED WITHIN ARE MORE THAN JUST WORDS, THEY ARE STORIES,
ATTITUDES, AND IDENTITIES PRESERVED IN TEXT.

THE DICTIONARY REMINDS US THAT LANGUAGE IS DEEPLY TIED TO SOCIAL STRUCTURES. W/ ORDS CAN EMPOWER, EXCLUDE, OR
ENTERTAIN, AND THE “VULGAR TONGUE” WAS A TOOL FOR THE MARGINALIZED TO CREATE A SHARED IDENTITY AND EVEN RESIST
DOMINANT POWER STRUCTURES. TODAY, AS SLANG CONTINUES TO EVOLVE RAPIDLY, THE DICTIONARY STANDS AS A
TESTAMENT TO THE RICH LINGUISTIC CREATIVITY THAT FLOURISHES IN ALL LAYERS OF SOCIETY.

ExPLORING THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OFFERS A CHANCE TO CONNECT WITH THE VOICES OF THE PAST—SOMETIMES CHEEKY,

SOMETIMES CRUDE, BUT ALWAYS HUMAN. [T’S A LINGUISTIC ADVENTURE THAT ENRICHES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY,
CULTURE, AND THE EVER-CHANGING NATURE OF SPEECH.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ‘18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE'?

THe ‘1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE' IS A HISTORICAL LEXICON COMPILED BY FRANCIS GROSE THAT DOCUMENTS
SLANG, CANT, AND COLLOQUIAL EXPRESSIONS USED IN ENGLAND DURING THE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURIES.

\WHo coMpPILED THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE?

FRANCIS GROSE, AN ENGLISH ANTIQUARY AND LEXICOGRAPHER, COMPILED THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE.

WHY Is THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE SIGNIFICANT?

[T IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE INFORMAL LANGUAGE, SLANG, AND SUBCULTURES OF 18TH AND



EARLY T19TH CENTURY ENGLAND/ PRESERVING TERMS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN LOST TO HISTORY.

WHAT TYPES OF LANGUAGE DOES THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE
INCLUDE?

THE DICTIONARY INCLUDES SLANG, CANT, COLLOQUIALISMS, AND VULGAR EXPRESSIONS COMMONLY USED AMONG VARIOUS
GROUPS SUCH AS CRIMINALS, TRADESMEN, AND COMMON FOLK DURING THAT ERA.

How HAS THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE INFLUENCED MODERN
LINGUISTICS?

|T HAS INFLUENCED MODERN LINGUISTICS BY PROVIDING A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDYING THE EVOLUTION OF ENGLISH
SLANG AND INFORMAL LANGUAGE, AND BY ILLUSTRATING HOW LANGUAGE REFLECTS SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS.

Is THE 18 11 DicTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE STILL RELEVANT TODAY?

YES/ IT REMAINS RELEVANT FOR HISTORIANS, LINGUISTS, WRITERS, AND ENTHUSIASTS INTERESTED IN HISTORICAL ENGLISH SLANG
AND THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF LANGUAGE.

\X/HERE CAN ONE ACCESS THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE?

THE DICTIONARY IS AVAILABLE IN VARIOUS FORMATS INCLUDING ONLINE DIGITAL ARCHIVES, PUBLIC DOMAIN BOOK REPOSITORIES,
AND SOME PRINTED EDITIONS.

Does THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE CONTAIN OFFENSIVE
LANGUAGE?

YES/ THE DICTIONARY CONTAINS VULGAR AND OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE REFLECTIVE OF THE SLANG AND COLLOQUIAL SPEECH OF
ITS TIME, SO MODERN READERS SHOULD APPROACH IT WITH CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

How poes THE 18 1 1 DicTIONARY OF THE VULGAR T ONGUE DIFFER FROM STANDARD
DICTIONARIES OF ITS TIME?

UNLIKE STANDARD DICTIONARIES THAT FOCUSED ON FORMAL ENGLISH/ THIS DICTIONARY SPECIALIZED IN RECORDING INFORMAL,
COLLOQUIAL, AND OFTEN TABOO EXPRESSIONS USED BY EVERYDAY PEOPLE AND SUBCULTURES, PROVIDING A UNIQUE LINGUISTIC
PERSPECTIVE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1811 DicTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE: A LINGUISTIC TiME CAPSULE OF ENGLISH SLANG

1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE STANDS AS A UNIQUE AND FASCINATING ARTIFACT IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH
LEXICOGRAPHY. COMPILED BY FRANCIS GROSE, THIS DICTIONARY CAPTURED THE COLORFUL AND OFTEN RISQUP] SLANG
EXPRESSIONS, CANT, AND COLLOQUIALISMS USED BY VARIOUS SUBCULTURES IN EARLY 19 TH-CENTURY ENGLAND. FAR FROM A
CONVENTIONAL DICTIONARY, IT OFFERS A CANDID GLIMPSE INTO THE LANGUAGE OF THE STREETS, TAVERNS, AND CRIMINAL
UNDERWORLD, PROVIDING INVALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR LINGUISTSI HISTORIANS/ AND CULTURAL SCHOLARS.

THIS DICTIONARY IS NOT MERELY A COLLECTION OF VULGAR WORDS; IT IS A CULTURAL DOCUMENT THAT REFLECTS THE SOCIAL
DYNAMICS, HUMOR, AND MARGINAL VOICES OF THE TIME. |TS SIGNIFICANCE EXTENDS BEYOND MERE CURIOSITY, AS IT HELPS TRACE
THE EVOLUTION OF ENGLISH SLANG AND UNDERSTAND THE SOCIOLECTS THAT SHAPED POPULAR SPEECH. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE
UNDERTAKE A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE, EXPLORING ITS ORIGINS, CONTENT,
IMPACT, AND THE LINGUISTIC PHENOMENA IT CAPTURES.



ORIGINS AND HisTORICAL CONTEXT

THE EARLY T19TH CENTURY WAS A PERIOD OF IMMENSE SOCIAL CHANGE IN BRITAIN. THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION WAS
TRANSFORMING URBAN LANDSCAPES, CREATING NEW CLASSES AND COMMUNITIES. AMIDST THIS UPHEAVAL, LANGUAGE EVOLVED
RAPIDLY, PARTICULARLY IN THE VIBRANT AND OFTEN CHAOTIC ENVIRONMENTS OF LONDON’S STREETS AND PUBS. THE 1811
DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE EMERGED FROM THIS MILIEU, COMPILED BY FRANCIS GROSE, AN ANTIQUARIAN AND
LEXICOGRAPHER KNOWN FOR DOCUMENTING THE VERNACULAR AND CUSTOMS OF HIS ERA.

GROSE’S WORK WAS NOT THE FIRST TO ATTEMPT CATALOGING SLANG OR CANT—THE SECRET LANGUAGES OF THIEVES AND
VAGABONDS HAD INTRIGUED WRITERS FOR CENTURIES—BUT IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCESSIBLE
COMPILATIONS OF ITS TIME. PUBLISHED IN 18 11, THE DICTIONARY COLLECTED THOUSANDS OF TERMS USED BY COMMON FOLK,
CRIMINALS, AND ENTERTAINERS. |IT WAS INTENDED BOTH AS A CURIOSITY FOR THE EDUCATED CLASSES AND A PRACTICAL GUIDE
TO UNDERSTANDING THE “LOWER” STRATA OF SOCIETY.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE DICTIONARY

UNLIKE MODERN DICTIONARIES, THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE IS MORE THAN A LEXICAL REFERENCE—IT IS A
COMPENDIUM RICH WITH DEFINITIONS, EXPLANATIONS, AND SOMETIMES HUMOROUS COMMENTARY. THE ENTRIES INCLUDE SLANG
\WORDS, IDIOMS, AND PHRASES DRAWN FROM A WIDE ARRAY OF SOURCES, INCLUDING THIEVES® CANT, SAILORS)JARGON, AND
THEATRICAL SLANG.

Key FEATURES OF THE DICTIONARY

o ExTENSIVE COVERAGE: THE DICTIONARY CONTAINS THOUSANDS OF ENTRIES, COVERING TERMS RELATED TO CRIME,
GAMBLING, DRINKING, AND EVERYDAY STREET LIFE.

o DETAILED DEFINITIONS: MANY ENTRIES PROVIDE NOT ONLY MEANINGS BUT ALSO CONTEXTUAL USAGE, ENABLING READERS
TO GRASP THE SOCIAL NUANCES BEHIND THE WORDS.

® |LLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES: SOME DEFINITIONS INCLUDE EXAMPLES OR ANECDOTES, ILLUMINATING THE COLORFUL USE OF
LANGUAGE.

o Focus oN CANT AND SLANG: A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE DICTIONARY IS DEVOTED TO CANT—THE SECRET
LANGUAGE OF CRIMINALS—OFFERING AN INSIDER’S VIEW OF UNDERGROUND COMMUNICATION.

THE DICTIONARY’S ENTRIES OFTEN REFLECT THE HUMOR AND IRREVERENCE OF THE PERIOD, DEMONSTRATING HOW VULGAR
LANGUAGE SERVED AS A TOOL FOR IDENTITY, RESISTANCE, AND SOCIAL BONDING AMONG MARGINALIZED GROUPS.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS WITH OTHER SLANG DICTIONARIES

THe 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE OCCUPIES A DISTINCTIVE PLACE IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH SLANG
DICTIONARIES. W/HEN COMPARED TO EARLIER WORKS LIKE THOMAS HARMAN’S 1O TH-CENTURY CANTING DICTIONARY OR LATER
COMPILATIONS SUCH AS JOHN CAMDEN HOTTEN’S 19 TH-CENTURY SLANG DICTIONARIES, GROSE’S 18 11 VOLUME STANDS OUT
FOR ITS BREADTH AND ACCESSIBILITY.

W/HILE HARMAN’S WORK WAS MORE SECRETIVE AND FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON THIEVES’ CANT, GROSE’S DICTIONARY EMBRACED A
WIDER VARIETY OF VULGAR AND COLLOQUIAL EXPRESSIONS, MAKING IT A MORE COMPREHENSIVE LINGUISTIC SNAPSHOT.
CONVERSELY, LATER DICTIONARIES OFTEN EXPANDED ON GROSE’S FOUNDATION, INCORPORATING NEWER SLANG AND REFLECTING



CHANGING SOCIAL ATTITUDES.
IN TERMS OF LINGUISTIC DOCUMENTATION, THE 1811 DICTIONARY IS INVALUABLE BECAUSE IT CAPTURES LANGUAGE AT A

MOMENT WHEN MODERN ENGLISH SLANG WAS CRYSTALLIZING. |TS INFLUENCE CAN BE TRACED IN THE EVOLUTION OF BRITISH
ENGLISH VERNACULAR AND IN THE CONTINUED INTEREST IN SUBCULTURAL LANGUAGES.

ADVANTAGES oF THE 18 11 DICTIONARY

® PRESERVES HISTORICAL SLANG THAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE LOST.
® PROVIDES CULTURAL CONTEXT FOR LANGUAGE USE IN EARLY 19 TH-CENTURY ENGLAND.

® SERVES AS A REFERENCE FOR RESEARCHERS STUDYING SOCIAL HISTORY AND LINGUISTICS.

LiMITATIONS AND CRITIQUES

e SOME ENTRIES MAY BE OBSCURE OR DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CONTEXT.
® THE DICTIONARY REFLECTS THE BIASES AND SENSIBILITIES OF ITS TIME, SOMETIMES PERPETUATING STEREOTYPES.

® |T FOCUSES PREDOMINANTLY ON ENGLISH SLANG, WITH LIMITED ATTENTION TO REGIONAL DIALECTS OUTSIDE LoNDON.

IMPACT ON LINGUISTICS AND CULTURAL STUDIES

THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE OFFERS MORE THAN JUST A GLOSSARY, IT IS A WINDOW INTO THE
SOCIOLECTS THAT SHAPED THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. | TS DETAILED RECORDS OF CANT AND SLANG HAVE HELPED LINGUISTS
UNDERSTAND MECHANISMS OF LANGUAGE CHANGE, ESPECIALLY IN INFORMAL REGISTERS. MOREOVER/ IT SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW
MARGINALIZED GROUPS CRAFTED THEIR OWN LINGUISTIC IDENTITIES THROUGH CODED SPEECH.

CULTURAL HISTORIANS FIND THE DICTIONARY INVALUABLE FOR RECONSTRUCTING EVERYDAY LIFE IN GEORGIAN ENGLAND. THE
VOCABULARY REVEALS ATTITUDES TOWARD CLASS, CRIME, GENDER, AND MORALITY, HIGHLIGHTING HOW LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS
AS A SOCIAL BAROMETER. THIS DICTIONARY ALSO INFORMS LITERARY STUDIES, AS MANY 19 TH-CENTURY AUTHORS
INCORPORATED VULGAR SLANG TO LEND AUTHENTICITY TO THEIR CHARACTERS AND SETTINGS.

MoDERN RELEVANCE AND USAGE

TobAay, THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE IS FREQUENTLY CITED IN ACADEMIC WORKS, HISTORICAL NOVELS, AND
MEDIA EXPLORING GEORGIAN ENGLAND. |TS RICH LEXICON INSPIRES CONTEMPORARY WRITERS SEEKING PERIOD-ACCURATE
DIALOGUE, WHILE SCHOLARS UTILIZE IT TO TRACE THE LINEAGE OF MODERN SLANG EXPRESSIONS. DIGITAL VERSIONS AND
ANNOTATED EDITIONS HAVE INCREASED ACCESSIBILITY, ALLOWING WIDER AUDIENCES TO APPRECIATE THE LINGUISTIC HERITAGE
ENCAPSULATED IN GROSE’S WORK.



EXPLORING NOTABLE ENTRIES

To TRULY APPRECIATE THE 18 11 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE, CONSIDERING SOME NOTABLE ENTRIES IS ILLUMINATING.
FOR EXAMPLE:

® “BUMFODDER™: A DEROGATORY TERM FOR AN INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERED FOOLISH OR CONTEMPTIBLE.

® “FLASH™: DENOTES OSTENTATIOUS OR SHOWY BEHAVIOR, OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH THIEVES OR GAMBLERS.

o “GRIN AND BEAR IT”: WHILE NOW A COMMON PHRASE, IT APPEARS IN THE DICTIONARY AS A COLLOQUIAL EXPRESSION
ENCOURAGING STOICISM.

o “NOSEBAG™: SLANG FOR A FOOD CONTAINER OR A PERSON’S MOUTH.

THESE EXAMPLES UNDERSCORE THE DICTIONARY’S ROLE IN PRESERVING IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS THAT HAVE EITHER FADED OR
EVOLVED IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH.

LANGUAGE AS SociAL COMMENTARY

MANY ENTRIES IN THE DICTIONARY SERVE AS SOCIAL COMMENTARY, REFLECTING CLASS PREJUDICES, MORAL JUDGMENTS, AND
HUMOR. SLANG TERMS OFTEN CARICATURE SOCIAL GROUPS, SUCH AS “GENTLEMAN OF THE ROAD” FOR A HIGHWAYMAN OR
“TOFF” FOR THE UPPER CLASS. THIS INTERPLAY BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY OFFERS FERTILE GROUND FOR EXPLORING HOW
SPEECH BOTH SHAPES AND REFLECTS SOCIAL REALITIES.

THE DICTIONARY’S INCLUSION OF RISQU AND TABOO TERMS ALSO DEMONSTRATES THE LIBERATING AND SUBVERSIVE POWER OF
VULGAR LANGUAGE, CHALLENGING POLITE SOCIETY’S NORMS AND CODIFYING ALTERNATIVE IDENTITIES.

THE 1811 DICTIONARY OF THE VULGAR TONGUE REMAINS A SEMINAL WORK IN THE STUDY OF ENGLISH SLANG AND CULTURAL
LINGUISTICS. TS COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGING OF CANT AND VULGAR EXPRESSIONS OPENS A WINDOW INTO A VIBRANT, ALBEIT
HIDDEN, WORLD OF LANGUAGE THAT HAS INFLUENCED ENGLISH SPEECH FOR CENTURIES. AS BOTH A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT AND A
LINGUISTIC RESOURCE, IT CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE SCHOLARS AND ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE, REVEALING THE ENDURING INTERPLAY
BETWEEN LANGUAGE, SOCIETY, AND IDENTITY.

1811 Dictionary Of The Vulgar Tongue

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Francis Grose,
2014-02-01 Throughout history, most dictionaries have served the purpose of preserving the purity
of the language, usually preferring the erudite vocabulary of the affluent upper classes to the salty,
constantly evolving slang of their working-class counterparts. That began to change in the early
modern period, when several innovative lexicographers began publishing collections of slang terms
used by particular subcultures, such as criminals. According to scholars, Francis Grose's Dictionary
of the Vulgar Tongue is one of the most important and complete of these early slang dictionaries.
Spend some time with this fascinating volume to learn the slang definitions of words and phrases
like poisoned (pregnant), shooting the cat (vomiting after excess alcohol consumption), and snoozing
ken (a brothel).

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Francis Grose,


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-092/1811-dictionary-of-the-vulgar-tongue.pdf

2017-04-03 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue By Francis Grose

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: Grose's Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue
Francis Grose, Pierce Egan, 1823

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Francis
Grose, 2024-11-01 *1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue* by Francis Grose is an entertaining and
insightful exploration of the colloquial language and slang of early 19th-century England. This
unique work serves as both a dictionary and a cultural commentary, capturing the vibrant and often
humorous vernacular that characterized the everyday speech of the time. Grose meticulously
compiles a plethora of terms and phrases, many of which reflect the social customs, occupations,
and idiosyncrasies of the period. In this dictionary, readers will encounter a rich tapestry of
language that ranges from the whimsical to the vulgar, providing a window into the lives of ordinary
people, including their struggles, triumphs, and playful expressions. Grose’s definitions are often
laced with wit and insight, showcasing his keen understanding of the human experience and the
linguistic creativity of his contemporaries. The book also features anecdotes and examples that
illustrate the use of slang in context, making it a lively and engaging read. *1811 Dictionary of the
Vulgar Tongue* stands out not only as a linguistic resource but also as a historical document that
captures the spirit of its time. Grose’s work serves as an important reminder of the evolving nature
of language and how it reflects societal changes. For language enthusiasts, historians, and casual
readers alike, this dictionary offers a delightful journey through the colorful expressions of the past.
Readers are drawn to *1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue* for its quirky charm and invaluable
insights into a bygone era. It is a must-have for anyone interested in the evolution of English slang,
the nuances of informal language, or the rich tapestry of human expression. Adding this book to your
collection is not just an investment in a linguistic treasure but also an invitation to explore the
humor and creativity that language can offer.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue
Francis Grose, 1785

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Scath Beorh,
Grose, Creeping Light Classics, 2018-09-08 This 1811 edition is based on Captain Francis Grose's
'Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue' first published in 1785, and is a dictionary of slang
words. Grose was one of the first lexicographers to collect slang words from all corners of
English-speaking society, not just from the professional underworld of pickpockets and bandits. So
while 'The Vulgar Tongue' includes many of the words found in earlier 'scoundrels" dictionaries
(such as Head's 'Canting Academy'), it also lists a whole range of mundane slang words sure to
inform the writer and researcher as well as entertain the vulgar.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue
(Annotated) Francis Grose, 2020-02-11 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue by Francis Grose

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Francis
Grose, 1823

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Captain
Grose, 2006

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: The Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue (Reference)
Francis Grose, 2011-07-06 The Georgian Profanisaurus. From the 1790s to the 1820s, numerous
editions of the Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue were published. Looking at the slang and vernacular
language of the time, this dictionary pre-dated Roger Mellie's best-selling Profanisaurus by a good
200 years. Reprinted here, it covers the rude, the crude and the downright vulgar. Learn how the
Georgians and early Victorians would insult each other and find out how some of today's words and
derivations have come about. But most of all, just dip in and see how our ancestors considered and
talked about such subjects as sex and the workings of the human body.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Francis
Grose, 2019-11-19 In his seminal work, 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, Francis Grose
compiles an extensive lexicon of colloquial language, showcasing the rich tapestry of 19th-century



British vernacular. This lexicon not only defines various slang terms but also provides context
through illustrative examples, reflecting the social fabric of its time. Grose'Ads literary style
demonstrates a keen observational wit, mixing humor with a keen sense of the nuances in everyday
speech, all while situating the work within the broader literary tradition of satirical lexicography
popularized in the late Enlightenment. Francis Grose, a surveyor, antiquarian, and lexicographer, is
celebrated for his deep interest in the peculiarities of language and British culture. His pursuits in
the fields of topography and archaeology likely influenced his desire to document the evolving
vernacular of his time, preserving the unique phrases and expressions that characterized the speech
of various social classes. Grose's work captures the colorful personalities and lively spirit of early
19th-century England, revealing insights into the cultural landscape of the era. For readers
passionate about linguistics, social history, or the evolution of language, Grose's Dictionary of the
Vulgar Tongue is an essential resource that illuminates the often-overlooked dimensions of everyday
dialogue. With its unique blend of wit and scholarship, this dictionary offers both entertainment and
scholarship, making it a delightful read for lovers of language and history.
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Grose, 1811

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary in the Vulgar Tongue Francis
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favorite expressions of olden times.
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1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue (Large Print)
Grose, 2012-09-16 The merit of Captain Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue has been long and
universally acknowledged. But its circulation was confined almost exclusively to the lower orders of
society: he was not aware, at the time of its compilation, that our young men of fashion would at no
very distant period be as distinguished for the vulgarity of their jargon as the inhabitants of
Newgate; and he therefore conceived it superfluous to incorporate with his work the few examples
of fashionable slang that might occur to his observation.Producing large print book at an affordable
price is a aspiration for Loki's Publishing. Thank you for supporting our efforts.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Captain Grose,
2012-03-08 The merit of Captain Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue has been long and
universally acknowledged. But its circulation was confined almost exclusively to the lower orders of
society: he was not aware, at the time of its compilation, that our young men of fashion would at no
very distant period be as distinguished for the vulgarity of their jargon as the inhabitants of
Newgate; and he therefore conceived it superfluous to incorporate with his work the few examples
of fashionable slang that might occur to his observation. But our Jehus of rank have a phraseology
not less peculiar to themselves, than the disciples of Barrington: for the uninitiated to understand
their modes of expression, is as impossible as for a Buxton to construe the Greek Testament. To
sport an Upper Benjamin, and to swear with a good grace, are qualifications easily attainable by
their cockney imitators; but without the aid of our additional definitions, neither the cits of
Fish-street, nor the boors of Brentford would be able to attain the language of whippism. We trust,
therefore, that the whole tribe of second-rate Bang Ups, will feel grateful for our endeavour to
render this part of the work as complete as possible.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue. By
Francis Grose , 1796

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue
Francis Grose, 2017-04-20 First published in 1811, this book is an extensive dictionary of
contemporary slang and colloquialisms written by Francis Grose. Francis Grose (before 1731 - 1791)
was an English draughtsman, antiquary, and lexicographer. Other notable works by this author
include: The antiquities of England and Wales, (1784), A glossary of provincial and local words used




in England (1839) and The antiquities of Scotland (1797). A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar
Tongue will appeal those with an interest in lexicography and historical slang, and it would make for
a charming addition to any collection. Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly
scarce and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in a modern, high-quality edition
complete with a specially commissioned new introduction on the history of erotic literature.

1811 dictionary of the vulgar tongue: 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue Captain Grose,
2014-03-06 This 1811 dictionary focuses on many words used in vulgar speech and is a fascinating
look back at the history, development, and change in meaning of words, making it a worthwhile read
for anyone interested in English.
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