frank capra why we fight

Frank Capra Why We Fight: Exploring the Iconic WWII Film Series

frank capra why we fight stands as a cornerstone in the history of American
wartime cinema, a series of films that not only helped shape public opinion
during World War II but also set a precedent for documentary filmmaking.
Directed by the legendary Frank Capra, these films were commissioned by the
U.S. government to explain to soldiers—and the broader American public—why
the United States was involved in the war. But beyond their historical
context, the “Why We Fight” series offers a fascinating glimpse into
propaganda, filmmaking techniques, and the power of storytelling in times of
crisis.

The Origins of Frank Capra’s "Why We Fight"
Series

Before delving into the films themselves, it’'s important to understand how
this project came about. Frank Capra was already a highly respected Hollywood
director known for classics like "It’s a Wonderful Life" and "Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington." When World War II erupted, the U.S. government recognized the
need to educate and motivate American troops and civilians alike. They turned
to Capra to create a series of films that would explain the complex
geopolitical reasons behind America’s involvement in the war.

Government Collaboration and Purpose

The U.S. War Department commissioned Capra to produce these films as part of
a broader propaganda effort. The goal wasn’t just to inform but to inspire a
sense of unity and purpose. Capra’s approach was unique because he blended
documentary footage, newsreels, and scripted narration to create an engaging
narrative that was both educational and emotionally compelling.

Target Audience and Impact

Originally intended for soldiers in training camps, the “Why We Fight” series
quickly found a wider audience. Civilians, educators, and policymakers also
watched these films, which helped galvanize support for the war effort at
home. The series played a crucial role in shaping public perception by
framing the conflict in clear moral terms: the fight against tyranny and
oppression.



Breaking Down the Films: Themes and Techniques

The “Why We Fight” series consists of seven films, each tackling different
aspects of the conflict. They cover everything from the rise of fascism in
Europe to the strategic importance of various theaters of war. What makes
these films particularly noteworthy is Capra’s masterful use of narrative
structure and visual storytelling.

Combining Facts with Persuasion

Capra’s films expertly weave factual information with persuasive messaging.
For example, archival footage of Nazi Germany’s aggression is juxtaposed with
images of democratic nations to create a stark contrast. The narration uses
simple, clear language to convey complex ideas, making the content accessible
to a broad audience.

Use of Montage and Symbolism

One of Capra’s signature techniques in the series is the use of montage-rapid
sequences of images that create emotional resonance. This technique amplifies
the urgency and stakes of the war, helping viewers grasp the gravity of the
situation. Symbolism is also prevalent, with recurring motifs such as the
American flag, industrial power, and freedom serving as visual anchors
throughout the series.

Frank Capra’s Unique Style and Influence on
Propaganda

Frank Capra brought a distinct cinematic style to the “Why We Fight” series
that set it apart from other wartime propaganda. His background in narrative
filmmaking allowed him to tell a compelling story rather than just present
dry facts.

Storytelling in Service of a Cause

Capra’s storytelling didn’t shy away from emotional appeal. By humanizing the
conflict and emphasizing themes of democracy versus dictatorship, he made the
war feel personal and immediate to viewers. This approach was instrumental in
rallying support and boosting morale.



Legacy in Documentary Filmmaking

The influence of “Why We Fight” extends far beyond WWII. The series helped
establish documentary filmmaking as a powerful tool for persuasion and

education. Many modern documentaries owe a debt to Capra’s pioneering work,
especially those that balance factual reporting with compelling narratives.

Lessons from Frank Capra’s "Why We Fight" for
Today’s Audiences

While “Why We Fight” is a product of its time, its lessons remain relevant,
especially in an age where media influence and information dissemination are
as critical as ever.

Understanding the Power of Film as Communication

Capra’s work reminds us that film isn’t just entertainment; it’s a potent
medium for shaping opinions and attitudes. Recognizing this power encourages
viewers to critically assess the media they consume, whether it’s news,
documentaries, or feature films.

The Role of Storytelling in Advocacy

For anyone interested in advocacy or education, the series offers a blueprint
for how storytelling can be harnessed to inspire action. By combining facts
with emotional resonance, communicators can create messages that resonate
deeply and motivate change.

Critical Viewing of Propaganda

At the same time, it’s important to view “Why We Fight” with a critical eye.
As propaganda, it simplifies complex geopolitical realities and presents a
particular viewpoint. Understanding this helps modern audiences appreciate
the film’s artistry while remaining aware of its persuasive intent.

Exploring the Cultural and Historical Impact

The “Why We Fight” series didn’t just serve a wartime purpose; it became a
cultural artifact that offers insight into American values and fears during



the 1940s.

Reflecting American Ideals

Through its narrative, the series underscores ideals like freedom, democracy,
and justice. These themes resonated strongly at the time and continue to echo
in American political discourse today.

Influence on Post-War Media and Education

After the war, the films were used in schools and public forums to educate
new generations about the conflict and its significance. They helped cement a
collective understanding of WWII and America’s role in it.

Why Frank Capra’s "Why We Fight" Remains
Relevant

Even decades after their release, the “Why We Fight” films continue to be
studied by historians, filmmakers, and educators alike. The blend of
artistry, propaganda, and historical documentation makes them a rich subject
for analysis.

For anyone curious about how media can shape society, Frank Capra’s “Why We
Fight” provides a compelling case study. It’s a reminder of the enduring
power of film to inform, persuade, and inspire—especially in times when the
stakes couldn’t be higher.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Why We Fight' by Frank Capra?

'Why We Fight' is a series of seven propaganda films directed by Frank Capra
during World War II, designed to explain to American soldiers the reasons
behind the United States' involvement in the war.

Why did Frank Capra create the 'Why We Fight'
series?

Frank Capra created the series to boost morale among American troops and to
educate them about the political and military reasons for fighting in World
War II.



How many films are in Frank Capra's 'Why We Fight'
series?

There are seven films in the 'Why We Fight' series, each covering different
aspects of the war and its causes.

What style and techniques did Capra use in 'Why We
Fight'?

Capra used a combination of documentary footage, narration, maps, and
dramatizations to effectively communicate the message and persuade viewers.

How was 'Why We Fight' received by the public and
military?

The series was widely praised for its clear and compelling explanation of the
war, becoming a crucial tool for military training and public information.

What impact did 'Why We Fight' have on wartime
propaganda?

It set a standard for persuasive wartime propaganda and demonstrated the
power of film as a medium for shaping public opinion during conflict.

Did Frank Capra face any challenges while making
'Why We Fight'?

Yes, Capra had to balance government expectations, censorship, and the need
to maintain credibility while producing effective propaganda.

Are the 'Why We Fight' films available for public
viewing today?

Yes, the films are available in the public domain and can be accessed through
various archives, libraries, and online platforms.

What themes are explored in 'Why We Fight'?

The films explore themes such as democracy versus fascism, the threat of
totalitarianism, and the importance of unity and sacrifice in wartime.

How did 'Why We Fight' influence post-war
documentary filmmaking?

The series influenced post-war documentary filmmaking by demonstrating how
film could be used for education and persuasion, blending factual information



with narrative storytelling.

Additional Resources

Frank Capra's Why We Fight: A Cinematic Exploration of War and Patriotism

frank capra why we fight stands as a pivotal series in the history of
documentary filmmaking, blending persuasive propaganda with educational
intent during World War II. Directed by Frank Capra, a celebrated filmmaker
known primarily for his Hollywood classics, the "Why We Fight" series was
commissioned by the United States government to explain the reasons behind
American involvement in the war. This ambitious project offers valuable
insights into the intersection of cinema, politics, and national morale
during a critical period in global history.

Historical Context and Purpose of Why We Fight

The "Why We Fight" series emerged from a unique historical backdrop. In 1941,
as the United States was on the brink of entering World War II, the U.S.
military recognized the urgent need to educate soldiers and citizens about
the complexities of the conflict. Frank Capra was enlisted to produce a
series of films that would clarify the ideological and political stakes of
the war, aiming to foster a sense of unity and resolve against Axis powers.

The series consists of seven major films produced between 1942 and 1945,
including titles such as *Prelude to War*, *The Nazis Strike*, and *War Comes
to America*. Each installment was designed not only as a briefing for
military personnel but also as a tool to galvanize public support for the war
effort. This dual audience shaped the narrative style, blending factual
reporting with emotional appeal.

Frank Capra’s Filmmaking Approach

Frank Capra’s filmmaking style in "Why We Fight" reflects his ability to
harness storytelling techniques to serve a greater cause. Unlike his earlier
works, which focused on individual characters and moral tales, these
documentaries rely heavily on archival footage, maps, and narration to convey
complex geopolitical information succinctly.

Capra’s use of montage editing and dramatic voice-over narration creates a
compelling narrative flow. The films often juxtapose images of Axis
aggression with scenes depicting democratic values and Allied resilience.
This contrast was critical in framing the war as a moral imperative,
emphasizing the righteousness of the Allied cause.



A notable feature of the series is the collaboration with narrators such as
Walter Huston and later, other prominent voices whose authoritative tones
lent credibility and gravitas to the message. The balance between factual
content and evocative imagery helped ensure the films were both informative
and emotionally resonant.

Impact and Legacy of the Why We Fight Series

The influence of "frank capra why we fight" extends beyond its immediate
wartime function. The series is often credited with shaping public perception
of the war, educating millions of Americans about the global stakes involved.
Its success as a propaganda tool is underscored by its lasting presence in
film studies and historical scholarship.

Educational Value and Propaganda Elements

While the films are grounded in factual events, the line between education
and propaganda is deliberately blurred. Capra’s series exemplifies how
government-sponsored media can employ cinematic techniques to motivate and
unify a populace during crises. The strategic use of emotional appeals—such
as highlighting the threat posed by fascism and the defense of freedom—was
instrumental in maintaining public morale.

At the same time, the "Why We Fight" series has been scrutinized for
oversimplifying complex international relations and for promoting a
distinctly American perspective. Critics argue that the films sometimes gloss
over contentious issues or downplay the nuances of global politics in favor
of a clear-cut narrative of good versus evil.

Comparison to Contemporary War Documentaries

Compared to modern war documentaries, Capra’s work is both a product of its
time and a pioneering effort. Contemporary documentaries often emphasize raw,
on-the-ground footage and multiple perspectives, reflecting a broader
skepticism toward government narratives. In contrast, "Why We Fight" is
unapologetically didactic and designed to inspire nationalistic fervor.

Nonetheless, the series set a precedent for the use of film as an educational
and motivational tool in military contexts. Its techniques—such as
integrating maps, archival footage, and authoritative narration—remain common
in documentary filmmaking today.



Analyzing the Narrative Structure and
Techniques

Understanding the construction of "frank capra why we fight" requires a
closer look at its narrative and stylistic elements. Capra’s approach hinges
on several key features:

e Expository Narration: Clear and persuasive voice-overs guide the viewer
through complex topics, often adopting a tone of urgency and moral
clarity.

e Archival and Combat Footage: Real images from battlefields and political
rallies provide authenticity and immediacy.

e Maps and Graphics: Visual aids help explain troop movements, alliances,
and geopolitical dynamics.

e Emotional Appeals: Scenes depicting civilian suffering, destruction, and
heroism evoke empathy and a call to action.

These techniques combine to create a coherent and compelling argument for the
necessity of American engagement in the war. Importantly, the films do not
merely recount events; they actively construct a narrative designed to shape
attitudes and behaviors.

The Role of Music and Sound Design

An often overlooked aspect of the "Why We Fight" series is its sound design.
The musical score and sound effects are carefully calibrated to enhance the
emotional impact. Dramatic orchestral music underscores moments of tension or
triumph, while silence or subdued sound emphasizes scenes of devastation or
reflection.

This auditory dimension reinforces the films'’ persuasive power, guiding
viewers’ emotional responses in tandem with the visual narrative.

Frank Capra’s Influence on Documentary
Filmmaking

Frank Capra’s work on "Why We Fight" exemplifies how cinema can be mobilized
for national service. His transition from Hollywood feature films to
government-sponsored documentaries illustrates the adaptability of film



language to different purposes.

The series also influenced subsequent documentary projects, particularly
those involving government or institutional messaging. Capra demonstrated
that documentaries could be both artistically compelling and strategically
effective in achieving political objectives.

While some may critique the propagandistic nature of "Why We Fight," its role
in shaping cinematic and public discourse during a pivotal era remains
undeniable.

Exploring "frank capra why we fight" today offers valuable lessons on the
power of film as a medium for persuasion, education, and historical record.
It invites reflection on how narratives are constructed and the
responsibilities filmmakers bear when shaping public consciousness in times
of conflict.

Frank Capra Why We Fight

frank capra why we fight: An Historical and Descriptive Analysis of the "Why We Fight" Series
Thomas W. Bohn, 1977

frank capra why we fight: Why We Fought Peter C. Rollins, John E. O'Connor, 2008-07-25 A
“wide-ranging and sophisticated anthology” comparing theaters of war to wars in the movie theater
(Dennis Showalter, author of Patton and Rommel). Why We Fought makes a powerful case that film
can be as valuable a tool as primary documents for improving our understanding of the causes and
consequences of war. A comprehensive look at war films, from depictions of the American
Revolution to portrayals of September 11 and its aftermath, this volume contrasts recognized history
and historical fiction with the versions appearing on the big screen. The text considers a selection of
the pivotal war films of all time, including All Quiet on the Western Front, Sands of Iwo Jima,
Apocalypse Now, Platoon, and Saving Private Ryan—revealing how film depictions of the country’s
wars have shaped our values, politics, and culture, and offering a unique lens through which to view
American history. Named as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title

frank capra why we fight: Regarding Frank Capra Eric Loren Smoodin, 2004 From feature
films to television production.

frank capra why we fight: An Analysis of Frank Capra's War Rhetoric in the "why We
Fight" Films Charles Burgess Ewing, 1983

frank capra why we fight: Why We Fight Nancy Beck Young, 2013-04-05 History tells us that
World War II united Americans, but as in other conflicts it was soon back to politics as usual. Nancy
Beck Young argues that the illusion of cooperative congressional behavior actually masked
internecine party warfare over the New Deal. Young takes a close look at Congress during the most
consensual war in American history to show how its members fought intense battles over issues
ranging from economic regulation to social policies. Her book highlights the extent of-and reasons
for-liberal successes and failures, while challenging assumptions that conservatives had gained
control of legislative politics by the early 1940s. It focuses on the role of moderates in modern
American politics, arguing that they, not conservatives, determined the outcomes in key policy
debates and also established the methods for liberal reform that would dominate national politics
until the early 1970s. Why We Fight--which refers as much to the conflicts between lawmakers as to
war propaganda films of Frank Capra—unravels the tangle of congressional politics, governance,



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-091/frank-capra-why-we-fight.pdf

and policy formation in what was the defining decade of the twentieth century. It demonstrates the
fragility of wartime liberalism, the nuances of partisanship, and the reasons for a bifurcated record
on economic and social justice policy, revealing difficulties in passing necessary wartime measures
while exposing racial conservatism too powerful for the moderate-liberal coalition to overcome.
Young shows that scaling back on certain domestic reforms was an essential compromise liberals
and moderates made in order to institutionalize the New Deal economic order. Some programs were
rejected-including the Civilian Conservation Corps, the National Youth Administration, and the
Works Progress Administration—while others like the Wagner Act and economic regulation were
institutionalized. But on other issues, such as refugee policy, racial discrimination, and hunting
communist spies, the discord proved insurmountable. This wartime political dynamic established the
dominant patterns for national politics through the remainder of the century. Impeccably
researched, Young's study shows that we cannot fully appreciate the nuances of American politics
after World War II without careful explication of how the legislative branch redefined the New Deal
in the decade following its creation.

frank capra why we fight: The Humble and the Heroic Salvatore John LaGumina, 2006
According to the author, an extra measure of loyalty and patriotism was required of Italian
immigrants because the country of their birth was a declared enemy of their adopted country. This is
the story of their quest for acceptance.

frank capra why we fight: Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture Benjamin
Leontief Alpers, 2003-01-01 Focusing on portrayals of Mussolini's Italy, Hitler's Germany, and
Stalin's Russia in U.S. films, magazine and newspaper articles, books, plays, speeches, and other
texts, Benjamin Alpers traces changing American understandings of dictatorship from the la

frank capra why we fight: Stem Cell Battles: Proposition 71 And Beyond - How Ordinary

People Can Fight Back Against The Crushing Burden Of Chronic Disease - With A Posthumous
Foreword By Christopher Reeve Don C Reed, 2015-10-06 This is a one-of-a-kind book: combining

easy-to-understand science, in-the-trenches political warfare, and inspirational stories. It aims to
give hope to individuals and families who suffer from chronic disease or disability; to point out how
ordinary people can make an extraordinary difference in the battle to ease suffering and save lives
through supporting medical research; to share in “people talk” some of the amazing progress
already achieved in the new field of stem cell research; to show how even such a magnificent
success as the California stem cell program is under constant attack from ideological groups; to
offer medical research as a force for international cooperation; to suggest how cure research lessens
the need for the mountainous costs of endless care.Unparalleled background: the author has been
involved in virtually every important stem cell battle (state, national, and international) since
embryonic stem cell research began. The author works closely with Robert N. Klein, sponsor of the
California stem cell program, the largest source of such stem cell research funding in the world. In
addition, the author is an award-winning teacher as well as writer, and seeks to entertain as well as
educate. His book is not only substantive, but also fun.The book would be a treasured gift: for
anyone suffering an “incurable” illness or who is a caregiver for a loved one; for a college student
considering a rewarding career in biomedicine; for scientists who want to protect and enhance their
research funding; and for anyone who wants to see government respond to the needs of its citizenry.
Chronic disease and disability are a prison: cure is the triumphant escape — wheelchairs should be
for temporary occupancy only.

frank capra why we fight: A New History of Documentary Film Betsy A. McLane, 2022-12-29 A
New History of Documentary Film includes new research that offers a fresh way to understand how
the field began and grew. Retaining the original edition's core structure, there is added emphasis of
the interplay among various approaches to documentaries and the people who made them. This
edition also clearly explains the ways that interactions among the shifting forces of economics,
technology, and artistry shape the form. New to this edition: - An additional chapter that brings the
story of English language documentary to the present day - Increased coverage of women and
people of color in documentary production - Streaming - Animated documentaries - List of



documentary filmmakers, organized chronologically by the years of their activity in the field

frank capra why we fight: Hollywood's War with Poland, 1939-1945 M.B.B. Biskupski,
2010-01-08 “This passionate, carefully researched, richly detailed, well-written study” reveals the
political motives behind WWII Hollywood’s portrayal of Poles (Choice). During World War II,
Hollywood studios supported the war effort by making patriotic movies designed to raise the nation's
morale. Often the characterizations were as black and white as the movies themselves: Americans
and their allies were heroes, while everyone else was a villain. The peoples of Norway, France,
Czechoslovakia, and England were all good because they had been invaded or victimized by Nazi
Germany. Yet Poland—the first country to be invaded by the Third Reich—was repeatedly
represented in a negative light. In this prize-winning study, Polish historian M. B. B. Biskupski
explores why. Biskupski presents a close critical study of prewar and wartime films such as To Be or
Not to Be, In Our Time, and None Shall Escape. Through memoirs, letters, diaries, and memoranda
written by screenwriters, directors, studio heads, and actors, Biskupski examines how the political
climate, and especially pro-Soviet sentiment, influenced Hollywood films of the time. Winner of the
Oscar Halecki Prize A Choice Outstanding Academic Title

frank capra why we fight: Documentary Film Classics Produced by the United States
Government National Audiovisual Center, 1982

frank capra why we fight: Political Indoctrination in the U.S. Army from World War II to
the Vietnam War Christopher S. DeRosa, 2006-01-01 A study of the indoctrination of the U. S.
Army from World War II to Vietnam.

frank capra why we fight: Hunt the Devil Robert L. Ivie, Oscar Giner, 2015-07-15 Hunt the
Devil explains the origins and processes of the repetitive American reflex to demonize and then
wage war against perceived opponents as well as ways to break the cycle.

frank capra why we fight: Motion Pictures From the Fabulous 1940's Terry Rowan,
2016-01-06 In Europe the war was already old, but while feeding nickels into roadhouse jukeboxes,
the Presidential conventions, where the biggest question would be whether That Man in the White
House would shatter yet another precedent and run for a third term. To many Americans, there
seemed little else worth worrying about. As with all time periods, the 1940s had a set of specific fads
that were popular around the country. Read this book and find out about the films of this decade and
more...

frank capra why we fight: America Reflected Peter C. Rollins, 2021-10-15 Eclectic criticism
and insightful observations from “one of the most respected cultural historians working today”
(Ronald A. Wells, Professor of History Emeritus, Calvin College). “From cowboy philosopher Will
Rogers to popular perceptions of two world wars and Vietnam, from the history of language to the
language of film and television, Peter Rollins has devoted his career to exploring the intriguing ways
in which the creative impulse both shapes and reflects American culture. His observations are fresh,
illuminating and of enduring value.” —John E. O’Connor, co-founder/editor of Film & History: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Film and Television Studies “Examines the roles of language, satire, and
film in reflecting the American consciousness through such diverse sources as Orestes Brownson,
Benjamin Lee Whorf, Will Rogers, and Hollywood. Readers of America Reflected are in for a
delightful voyage as they travel through American history and culture with Peter Rollins as their
guide providing personal and scholarly insights into the shaping of the American mind.” —Ron
Briley, editor of The Politics of Baseball: Essays on the Pastime and Power at Home and Abroad
“Even those who have known and admired Peter Rollins’s acclaimed works will here find
enlightening surprises. Epistemology, language theory, war’s polemics, filmed history, and an array
of significant creators of American culture are all elegantly displayed. This book will make you a
wiser person and charm you while it does it.” —John Shelton Lawrence, Emeritus Professor of
Philosophy, Morningside College “Two decades ago I was privileged to work on a book, America
Observed, with Alistair Cooke. Now we have America Reflected by Peter Rollins . . . Not only does
Rollins make good observations about our lives and times, his reflections on a diverse set of subjects
helps us to see the meanings of our observations.” —Ronald A. Wells, Professor of History Emeritus,



Calvin College “Rollins gathers together glimpses of our shared worlds, so that we may observe their
interconnections across media, genres, and time. From down-home values and front-porch
philosophy, to tales of wars and chronicles of lives, the subjects considered here are all part of the
stories we tell about ourselves and our social worlds.” —Cynthia J. Miller, President, Literature/Film
Association

frank capra why we fight: Encyclopedia of the Documentary Film 3-Volume Set lan
Aitken, 2013-10-18 The Encyclopedia of the Documentary Film is a fully international reference work
on the history of the documentary film from the Lumiére brothers' Workers Leaving the Lumiere
Factory (1885) to Michael Moore's Fahrenheit 911 (2004). This Encyclopedia provides a resource
that critically analyzes that history in all its aspects. Not only does this Encyclopedia examine
individual films and the careers of individual film makers, it also provides overview articles of
national and regional documentary film history. It explains concepts and themes in the study of
documentary film, the techniques used in making films, and the institutions that support their
production, appreciation, and preservation.

frank capra why we fight: Projecting Politics Elizabeth Haas, Terry Christensen, Peter J. Haas,
2015-04-10 The new edition of this influential work updates and expands the scope of the original,
including more sustained analyses of individual films, from The Birth of a Nation to The Wolf of Wall
Street. An interdisciplinary exploration of the relationship between American politics and popular
films of all kinds—including comedy, science fiction, melodrama, and action-adventure—Projecting
Politics offers original approaches to determining the political contours of films, and to connecting
cinematic language to political messaging. A new chapter covering 2000 to 2013 updates the
decade-by-decade look at the Washington-Hollywood nexus, with special areas of focus including the
post-9/11 increase in political films, the rise of political war films, and films about the 2008 economic
recession. The new edition also considers recent developments such as the Citizens United Supreme
Court decision, the controversy sparked by the film Zero Dark Thirty, newer generation
actor-activists, and the effects of shifting industrial financing structures on political content. A new
chapter addresses the resurgence of the disaster-apocalyptic film genre with particular attention
paid to its themes of political nostalgia and the turn to global settings and audiences. Updated and
expanded chapters on nonfiction film and advocacy documentaries, the politics of race and
African-American film, and women and gender in political films round out this expansive, timely new
work. A companion website offers two additional appendices and further materials for those using
the book in class.

frank capra why we fight: The World War Two Reader Gordon Martel, 2004 This
comprehensive reader provides an overview of research in the study of the Second World War and
includes chapters by some of the best known and most innovative scholars working today. It gives
attention to the fighting of the war throughout the world.

frank capra why we fight: Nonfiction Film Richard Barsam, 1992-11-22 Richard Barsam has
given us as comprehensive a study of the origins and development of the nonfiction mode in motion
pictures as we are ever likely to have in one volume. He draws on all the major written sources and
many which are little known, and he shares with us many eloquent descriptions of the films
themselves, giving us a valuable textbook. --Richard Dyer MacCann ... superb work... --Historical
Journal of Film, Radio, and Television

frank capra why we fight: Film Study Frank Manchel, 1990-10 The four volumes of Film
Study include a fresh approach to each of the basic categories in the original edition. Volume one
examines the film as film; volume two focuses on the thematic approach to film; volume three draws
on the history of film; and volume four contains extensive appendices listing film distributors,
sources, and historical information as well as an index of authors, titles, and film personalities.
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