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The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow Laws

the rise and fall of jim crow laws marks one of the most turbulent and
defining chapters in American history. These laws, which institutionalized
racial segregation and discrimination primarily in the Southern United
States, shaped social, political, and economic realities for nearly a
century. Understanding this period is essential not only to grasp the
enduring legacies of systemic racism but also to appreciate the resilience
and courage of those who fought for civil rights and equality. Let’s dive
into the origins, impact, and eventual dismantling of Jim Crow laws, tracing
their profound influence on American society.

The Origins of Jim Crow Laws

The term “Jim Crow” originally referred to a minstrel show character
popularized in the 1830s, embodying racist stereotypes of Black people.
However, the phrase evolved to describe a system of laws and social customs
that enforced racial segregation after the Reconstruction era, which followed
the Civil War.

Post-Reconstruction Backlash

After the Civil War ended in 1865, the Reconstruction era aimed to rebuild
the South and integrate formerly enslaved African Americans into political
and social life. However, this progress was met with fierce resistance. White
supremacist groups and many Southern politicians sought to restore white
dominance through legal means.

By the late 19th century, a series of laws were enacted across Southern
states that mandated segregation in public facilities such as schools,
transportation, restrooms, and restaurants. These Jim Crow laws were designed
to circumvent the 14th and 15th Amendments, which guaranteed citizenship and
voting rights to Black Americans.

Legal Foundations and Supreme Court Decisions

The infamous 1896 Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson cemented the
legal foundation for Jim Crow laws. The Court ruled that “separate but equal”
facilities did not violate the Constitution, effectively endorsing racial
segregation. This ruling gave Southern states the green light to intensify
discriminatory policies under the guise of legality.



The Social and Economic Impact of Jim Crow Laws

Jim Crow laws permeated every aspect of daily life, reinforcing racial
hierarchies and deepening inequalities. The enforcement of segregation was
not just about separating races physically but about maintaining a system of
white supremacy and Black disenfranchisement.

Segregated Education and Public Facilities

One of the most visible aspects of Jim Crow was the segregation of schools.
Black schools were chronically underfunded, poorly equipped, and staffed with
fewer qualified teachers. This educational disparity played a significant
role in perpetuating cycles of poverty and limiting opportunities for Black
communities.

Public transportation, theaters, parks, and even drinking fountains were
segregated, often with Black facilities being markedly inferior or
nonexistent. These practices reinforced the message that Black Americans were
second-class citizens.

Voter Suppression and Political Disenfranchisement

Jim Crow laws also included a variety of tactics to suppress Black voting
rights. Poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses, and outright
intimidation were used to prevent African Americans from exercising their
right to vote. This political disenfranchisement ensured that Black voices
were systematically excluded from the democratic process, allowing
segregationist and racist laws to persist unchallenged.

Economic Hardships and Employment Discrimination

Economically, Jim Crow laws limited Black Americans to low-paying, menial
jobs while barring them from many skilled trades and professions. The lack of
economic mobility reinforced social hierarchies and made economic
independence nearly impossible for many African Americans.

The Resistance Against Jim Crow

Despite the oppressive nature of Jim Crow laws, Black communities did not
accept these injustices passively. Throughout the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, there were numerous efforts to resist and challenge segregation
and discrimination.



The Role of Black Churches and Organizations

Churches became vital centers for community organization and activism. Groups
like the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
founded in 1909, played a crucial role in challenging Jim Crow laws legally
and raising national awareness.

The Great Migration and Its Effects

Between 1916 and 1970, millions of African Americans moved from the rural
South to urban areas in the North and West in the Great Migration. This
movement not only offered escape from Jim Crow oppression but also changed
the demographic and political landscapes of major cities, fostering greater
political influence and cultural expression.

Legal Challenges and Early Victories

Throughout the early 20th century, the NAACP and other organizations
strategically challenged segregation laws in court. Cases like Murray v.
Pearson in 1936, which fought against segregated law schools, began chipping
away at the “separate but equal” doctrine, setting the stage for broader
change.

The Fall of Jim Crow Laws

The mid-20th century heralded a dramatic shift in American attitudes and
legal standards regarding racial segregation, culminating in the dismantling
of Jim Crow laws.

The Civil Rights Movement

The most significant force in ending Jim Crow was the Civil Rights Movement
of the 1950s and 1960s. Leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks,
and Malcolm X galvanized a nationwide push for equality through nonviolent
protests, legal battles, and grassroots organizing.

Landmark events like the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955-1956) and the March on
Washington (1963) brought national attention to the injustices of segregation
and racial discrimination.



Key Legal Victories

The Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) overturned
Plessy v. Ferguson’s “separate but equal” doctrine, declaring that segregated
schools were inherently unequal. This decision was a turning point, igniting
efforts to desegregate schools and other public facilities.

Following this, Congress passed critical legislation like the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which outlawed segregation in
public places and discriminatory voting practices, respectively. These laws
effectively dismantled the legal framework supporting Jim Crow.

Ongoing Challenges and Legacy

While Jim Crow laws were officially abolished, the legacy of systemic racism
persisted. Many African Americans continued to face economic disparities,
housing discrimination, and voter suppression in subtler forms. The rise and
fall of Jim Crow laws remind us that legal victories are essential but not
sufficient on their own to eradicate deeply entrenched social inequalities.

Lessons from the Rise and Fall of Jim Crow Laws

Reflecting on this history offers valuable insights into the importance of
vigilance and activism in defending civil rights. It shows how laws can both
reflect and reinforce societal prejudices, but also how collective action and
legal challenges can lead to meaningful change.

Understanding the mechanisms of Jim Crow helps explain current discussions
about racial justice and equity. It serves as a reminder to question policies
and practices that may perpetuate inequality, even when they appear neutral
on the surface.

For those looking to contribute meaningfully to social justice, studying the
rise and fall of Jim Crow laws encourages a multifaceted approach—combining
legal advocacy, community organizing, education, and political engagement.

The story of Jim Crow is not just about the past; it is a continuing call to

confront injustice wherever it exists and to strive for a society that truly
lives up to its ideals of equality and freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions



What were Jim Crow laws?

Jim Crow laws were state and local statutes enacted in the Southern United
States that enforced racial segregation and disenfranchised African Americans
from the late 19th century until the mid-20th century.

When did Jim Crow laws first emerge?

Jim Crow laws began to emerge in the late 19th century, particularly after
the end of Reconstruction in the 1870s, institutionalizing racial
segregation.

What impact did Jim Crow laws have on African
Americans?

Jim Crow laws severely limited the rights of African Americans, enforcing
segregation in public facilities, education, transportation, and voting,
leading to widespread discrimination and inequality.

What factors contributed to the rise of Jim Crow
laws?

The rise of Jim Crow laws was driven by white supremacist attitudes, the end
of Reconstruction, the Supreme Court's Plessy v. Ferguson decision in 1896
which upheld 'separate but equal' segregation, and efforts to suppress
African American political power.

How did the Civil Rights Movement contribute to the
fall of Jim Crow laws?

The Civil Rights Movement challenged segregation and discrimination through
protests, legal battles, and advocacy, leading to landmark legislation that
dismantled Jim Crow laws, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

What role did the Supreme Court play in ending Jim
Crow laws?

The Supreme Court played a pivotal role by overturning the 'separate but
equal' doctrine with Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, which declared
racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional and paved the way for
further legal challenges to Jim Crow.

Are there lasting effects of Jim Crow laws in the
United States today?

Yes, the legacy of Jim Crow laws persists in systemic racial disparities in



education, housing, voting rights, and criminal justice, making ongoing
efforts toward racial equity and justice critical.

Additional Resources

The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow Laws: An Analytical Review

the rise and fall of jim crow laws marks one of the most defining and complex
chapters in American history. This system of institutionalized racial
segregation and discrimination dominated the social, political, and economic
landscape of the Southern United States for nearly a century. Originating in
the late 19th century and persisting well into the mid-20th century, Jim Crow
laws entrenched racial inequality under the guise of “separate but equal”
doctrines. Understanding the mechanisms behind their rise and the factors
contributing to their eventual collapse is essential not only for
comprehending the historical trajectory of civil rights in America but also
for appreciating the ongoing legacy of racial justice struggles.

The Emergence of Jim Crow Laws

Following the end of Reconstruction in 1877, Southern states rapidly enacted
laws designed to disenfranchise African Americans while maintaining white
supremacy. These statutes, collectively known as Jim Crow laws,
systematically separated Black Americans from whites in public spaces,
transportation, education, and employment. The name “Jim Crow” itself derived
from a derogatory minstrel show character, symbolizing the codification of
racial stereotypes into law.

The rise of Jim Crow laws was facilitated by several key social and political
developments. The 1896 Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson legally
endorsed racial segregation by upholding the constitutionality of “separate
but equal” facilities. This landmark ruling provided judicial cover for
Southern legislatures to expand segregation, affecting schools, restrooms,
water fountains, theaters, and even cemeteries. The laws were often supported
by poll taxes, literacy tests, and other voting restrictions designed to
suppress Black political participation.

Structural Features of Jim Crow Legislation

Jim Crow laws were not a monolithic set of rules but rather a patchwork of
state and local statutes that reinforced segregation and inequality. Some
notable features included:

e Public Accommodations: Segregation in restaurants, hotels, and theaters



ensured African Americans were relegated to inferior spaces.

e Education: Separate schools for Black and white children were often
vastly unequal in funding and resources.

e Transportation: Laws mandated segregated seating on buses and trains,
frequently relegating Black passengers to the back.

e Voting Restrictions: Devices like literacy tests and grandfather clauses
effectively disenfranchised Black voters.

These features created a deeply unequal society that relegated African
Americans to second-class citizenship. The pervasive nature of Jim Crow laws
extended beyond legal codes to social customs and violence, including
lynching and intimidation, which enforced compliance.

Social and Economic Impacts of Jim Crow

The rise of Jim Crow laws had profound social and economic consequences for
African American communities. By legally codifying racial separation, these
laws entrenched social divisions and institutionalized systemic racism.
African Americans were denied access to quality education and professional
opportunities, perpetuating cycles of poverty and marginalization.

Economically, Jim Crow laws restricted Black entrepreneurship and labor
mobility. Segregated workplaces and discriminatory hiring practices limited
career advancement, while exclusion from certain unions and professions
further hindered economic progress. This economic stratification reinforced
social hierarchies and created enduring disparities that persist in various
forms today.

Resistance and Challenges

Despite the oppressive environment, African Americans and their allies
continuously challenged Jim Crow laws through legal battles, grassroots
activism, and cultural resistance. Organizations such as the NAACP (National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) spearheaded legal
challenges against segregation.

One of the most significant victories was the 1954 Supreme Court decision in
Brown v. Board of Education, which overturned Plessy v. Ferguson’'s “separate
but equal” doctrine, declaring segregation in public schools
unconstitutional. This ruling energized the civil rights movement and marked
the beginning of the end for Jim Crow laws.



The Decline and Demise of Jim Crow Laws

The fall of Jim Crow laws was not instantaneous but rather the result of
decades of sustained activism, legal battles, and shifting political
landscapes. Several factors contributed to their decline:

=

. Legal Challenges: Landmark Supreme Court cases chipped away at
segregationist policies.

2. Civil Rights Movement: Mass protests, boycotts, and civil disobedience
campaigns raised national awareness and pressured policymakers.

3. Federal Legislation: The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 outlawed segregation and discriminatory voting practices,
respectively.

4. Changing Public Opinion: Media coverage and increased activism shifted
public sentiment against segregation.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was particularly transformative, outlawing
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in
public accommodations and employment. This legislation effectively
invalidated most remaining Jim Crow statutes.

Legacy and Continuing Challenges

While the formal legal framework of Jim Crow was dismantled, its legacy
remains embedded within American society. Structural inequalities in
education, housing, employment, and criminal justice systems continue to
reflect the long-term impact of segregation and discrimination.

Understanding the rise and fall of Jim Crow laws offers critical insights
into the mechanisms of systemic racism and the ongoing need for vigilant
civil rights advocacy. It also underscores the importance of legal and
grassroots strategies in combating entrenched social injustices.

In reviewing the trajectory of Jim Crow laws, it becomes clear that the
struggle for racial equality is multifaceted and ongoing. The dismantling of
explicit segregation laws was a monumental step, but the pursuit of true
equality continues to evolve in response to new challenges and societal
changes.



The Rise And Fall Of Jim Crow Laws

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: The Rise of Jim Crow James Haskins, Kathleen Benson,
Virginia Schomp, 2008 A history of the system of segration that kept African Americans in poverty
and oppression from the end of Reconstruction through the early years of the twentieth century.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: The Immigration Crucible Philip Kretsedemas, 2012 In
the debate over U. S. immigration, all sides now support policy and practice that expand the
parameters of enforcement. Philip Kretsedemas examines this development from several different
perspectives, exploring recent trends in U.S. immigration policy, the rise in extralegal state power
over the course of the twentieth century, and discourses on race, nation, and cultural difference that
have influenced politics and academia. He also analyzes the recent expansion of local immigration
law and explains how forms of extralegal discretionary authority have become more prevalent in
federal immigration policy, making the dispersion of local immigration laws possible. While
connecting such extralegal state powers to a free flow position on immigration, Kretsedemas also
observes how these same discretionary powers have been used historically to control racial minority
populations, particularly African Americans under Jim Crow. This kind of discretionary authority
often appeals to states rights arguments, recently revived by immigration control advocates. Using
these and other examples, Kretsedemas explains how both sides of the immigration debate have
converged on the issue of enforcement and how, despite differing interests, each faction has shaped
the commonsense assumptions defining the debate.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: History of the Rise and Fall of the Slave Power in America
Henry Wilson, 1872

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: The Dark Side Young Park, 2012 The history of the United
States is the history of people who migrated to America from all parts of the world. As a result
American society is composed of many unique cultures and races. Unfortunately, the uniqueness of
these cultures is one of the underlying causes of tension and conflict in America, resulting in racism,
religious intolerance, and class warfare. In spite of this, the multi-racial nature of American society
is an integral part of America's strength as a nation. Thousands of immigrants from unique cultures
who speak totally different languages came to find a better life in America. But they were never
accepted by the dominate white Christians. The immigrants had to fight for the right to be in
America. Racism, race riots, and genocide are integral parts of the lives of immigrants. The racial
complexion of America is changing in the twenty-first century. In a short time the non-white
population will be the majority. Social, economic, and political changes are already taking place.
Unfortunately, the dominate power holders and white middle classes have not adjusted to these
changes. The unique system of government and economics developed over the years has reached a
point that many believe will end the American Empire. There is a certain bias in this presentation
and criticism is aimed at the extreme beliefs and actions of a large segment of Americans,
particularly white Christians. They have been the dominant political, social, and economic forces in
the country. Any assessment of the American system becomes a criticism of that segment of
Americans. Their beliefs and actions represent the Dark Side of America.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Is Every American Adult Allowed to Vote? Alex Acks,
2019-07-15 When the United States of America began as a country, only white men who owned land
could vote. Over the last 230 years, people have fought and protested and even died to expand the
right to vote to include every adult over the age of eighteen. Today, are there ways you can lose your
right to vote? If it's too difficult to vote, can we really say that you still have that right? Voting is the
best and sometimes only way Americans can have a say in their government, and readers will learn
why it's worth fighting for.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: The Arsenal of Exclusion & Inclusion Interboro
Partners, Tobias Armborst, Daniel D’Oca, 2021-06-28 With contributions from over fifty architects,
planners, geographers, historians, and journalists, The Arsenal offers a wide-ranging view of the
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forces that shape our cities. Who gets to be where? The Arsenal of Exclusion & Inclusion examines
some of the policies, practices, and physical artifacts that have been used by planners, policymakers,
developers, real estate brokers, community activists, and other urban actors in the United States to
draw, erase, or redraw the lines that divide. The Arsenal inventories these weapons of exclusion and
inclusion, describes how they have been used, and speculates about how they might be deployed (or
retired) for the sake of more open cities in which more people have access to more places. With
contributions from over fifty architects, planners, geographers, historians, and journalists, The
Arsenal offers a wide-ranging view of the forces that shape our cities. With contributions from some
of the best minds in architecture, such as Julie Behrens, Bill Bishop, Lisa Brawley, Ava Bromberg,
Marshall Brown, Common Room, Charles Connerly, Nathan Connolly, Margaret Crawford, Alexander
D'Hooghe, Elizabeth Evitts Dickenson, David Freund, Gerald Frug, Vincent James, Jeffrey Johnson,
Michael Kubo, Kaja Kuhl, Matthew Lassiter, Amy Lavine, Setha Low, Thomas Oles, Michael Piper,
Wendy Plotkin, Jenny Polak, Albert Pope, Mathan Ratinam, Brian Ripel, James Rojas, Theresa
Schwarz, Roger Sherman, Susan Sloan, Lior Strahilevitz, Meredith TenHoor, William TenHoor,
Thumb Projects (Graphic Design), Stephen Walker and Jennifer Yoos, among others. This publication
won a Graham Foundation Grant

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the
Present Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant
events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history
from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: U.S. History, Grades 6 - 8 Lee, 2008-09-02 Bring history to
life for students in grades 6 and up using U.S. History: People and Events (1865-Present)! This
128-page book provides a full-spectrum view of some of the most fascinating and influential lives and
occurrences in U.S. history. It features biographical sketches and overviews from the end of the Civil
War through Reconstruction, two world wars, and the Civil Rights movement up to the present! The
book includes time lines and reinforcement questions and works perfectly as a full unit or classroom
supplement. It supports NCSS standards and the National Standards for History.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Roadblocks to Freedom Andrew Fede, 2012-01-20 This new
book by Andrew Fede considers the law of freedom suits and manumission from the point-of-view of
legal procedure, evidence rules, damage awards, and trial practicein addition to the abstract
principles stated in the appellate decisions. The author shows that procedural and evidentiary
roadblocks made it increasingly impossible for many slaves, or free blacks who were wrongfully held
as slaves, to litigate their freedom. Even some of the most celebrated cases in which the courts freed
slaves must be read as tempered by the legal realities the actors faced or the courts actually
recognized in the process. Slave owners in almost all slave societies had the right to manumit or free
all or some of their slaves. Slavery law also permitted people to win their freedom if they were held
as slaves contrary to law. In this book, Fede provides a comprehensive view of how some enslaved
litigants won their freedom in the courtand how many others, like Dred and Harriet Scott, did not
because of the substantive and procedural barriers that both judges and legislators placed in the
way of people held in slavery who sought their freedom in court. From the 17th century to the Civil
War, Southern governments built roadblock after roadblock to the freedom sought by deserving
enslaved people, even if this restricted the masters' rights to free their slaves or defied settled law.
They increasingly prohibited all manumissions and added layers of procedure to those seeking
freedomwhile eventually providing a streamlined process by which free blacks voluntarily enslaved
themselves and their children. Drawing on his three decades of legal experience to take seriously
the trial process and rules under which slave freedom cases were decided, Fede considers how slave
owners, slaves, and lawyers caused legal change from the bottom up.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Martin Luther King Jr. Jacqueline Conciatore Senter,
2017-12-15 Few have left as lasting of a mark on the world as Martin Luther King Jr. An orator,
minister, organizer, activist, and leader, King's focus on effecting change peacefully shaped
everything he did. This book outlines the beliefs and influences that guided King as he helped lead



the Civil Rights movement, provides information about the prejudice and racism he fought, and
demonstrates his continued impact today.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: This Land Is Your Land RD Moore, 2023-06-10 “This land
was made for you and me.” This is the emphatic refrain of Woody Guthrie’s iconic anthem, a
profound rendering of one of our nation’s most sacred truths. Yet, for far too many and for far too
long, this hasn’t felt like a land made for them, or one that even wants them. And that’s just not
sustainable. This Land Is Your Land (TLIYL) is a telling of our social story through the lens of the
American people, how we became who we are and who we're in the process of becoming. It’s about
the systems we built, both generative and degenerative, from democracy and equality to slavery and
social supremacy, and how everything about us is changing. Right this minute, we’re in the midst of
the greatest sociological shift in U.S. history, one where, in every way we currently measure, we’ll
soon be a post-majority nation. By 2045, incumbent majorities, from racial whiteness to
Christianization to heteronormativity will all be downgraded to minority status. This “Time of
Turmoil”, one where everything’s shifting, is why we’re experiencing so much unrest and instability,
from rising poverty to increasingly caustic elections to diminishing human regard. But it's also why
getting this right has never been more important or mattered more. A combination of personal
vignettes and cultural analysis, TLIYL covers 300+ years of shared history, one that’s been shaped
by nearly 550 million lives lived, and explores how, together, we move forward. It’s a story with
three parts: Part One: How the American Race Construct (ARC) and other toxic frameworks
impaired us; Part Two: How the Degenerative Cycle (DGC) and other predatory processes imperiled
us (Part Two); and Part Three: How through personal practices like the Four Actions, each of us can
help us become a society that embraces all of us. Today, we find ourselves in a bit of a tough place.
But instead of an ending, this shift we’re undergoing might actually be a beginning - a chance to
both make our founding dreams real and gift the future a future. And in doing so, we transform
ourselves into a new land, one, as Woody sang, made for you and me.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, 1865-1964 Frank Brown
Latham, 1969 Discusses the events and court decisions that led to Jim Crow laws which denied the
Negro equal treatment and outlines more recent events and decisions that are abolishing these laws
and gradually bringing about equal rights for the American Negro.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Term Paper Resource Guide to Nineteenth-Century U.S.
History Kathleen W. Craver, 2008-06-30 Major help for those inevitable American History term
paper projects has arrived to enrich and stimulate students in challenging and enjoyable ways.
Students from high school age to undergraduate will be able to get a jumpstart on assignments with
the hundreds of term paper projects and research information offered here in an easy-to-use format.
Users can quickly choose from the 100 important events of the nineteenth century, carefully
selected to be appealing to students, and delve right in. Each event entry begins with a brief
summary to pique interest and then offers original and thought-provoking term paper ideas in both
standard and alternative formats that incorporate the latest in electronic media, such as iPod and
iMovie. The best in primary and secondary sources for further research are then annotated, followed
by vetted, stable Web site suggestions and multimedia resources for further viewing and listening.
Librarians and faculty will want to use this as well. Students dread term papers, but with this book,
the research experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History is a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a
wide range of interests and talents. The provided topics on events, people, inventions, cultural
contributions, wars, and technological advances reflect the country's nineteenth-century character
and experience. Some examples of the topics are Barbary Pirate Wars, the Thomas Jefferson and
Sally Hemings liaison, Tecumseh and the Prophet, the Santa Fe Trail, Immigration in the 1840s, the
Seneca Falls Convention, the Purchase of Alaska, Boss Tweed's Ring, Wyatt Earp and the Gunfight at
O.K. Corral, United States v. Wong Kim Ark, and Scott Joplin and Ragtime Music.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Humanities , 2002

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: A Study Guide for Yusef Komunyakaa's "Slam, Dunk,




& Hook" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Yusef Komunyakaa's Slam, Dunk, &
Hook, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your
research needs.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Black Americans and the Civil Rights Movement in
the West Bruce A. Glasrud, Cary D. Wintz, 2019-02-14 In 1927, Beatrice Cannady succeeded in
removing racist language from the Oregon Constitution. During World War II, Rowena Moore fought
for the right of black women to work in Omaha’s meat packinghouses. In 1942, Thelma Paige used
the courts to equalize the salaries of black and white schoolteachers across Texas. In 1950 Lucinda
Todd of Topeka laid the groundwork for the landmark Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of
Education. These actions—including sit-ins long before the Greensboro sit-ins of 1960—occurred
well beyond the borders of the American South and East, regions most known as the home of the
civil rights movement. By considering social justice efforts in western cities and states, Black
Americans and the Civil Rights Movement in the West convincingly integrates the West into the
historical narrative of black Americans’ struggle for civil rights. From Iowa and Minnesota to the
Pacific Northwest, and from Texas to the Dakotas, black westerners initiated a wide array of civil
rights activities in the early to late twentieth century. Connected to national struggles as much as
they were tailored to local situations, these efforts predated or prefigured events in the East and
South. In this collection, editors Bruce A. Glasrud and Cary D. Wintz bring these moments into sharp
focus, as the contributors note the ways in which the racial and ethnic diversity of the West shaped a
specific kind of African American activism. Concentrating on the far West, the mountain states, the
desert Southwest, the upper Midwest, and states both southern and western, the contributors
examine black westerners’ responses to racism in its various manifestations, whether as school
segregation in Dallas, job discrimination in Seattle, or housing bias in San Francisco. Together their
essays establish in unprecedented detail how efforts to challenge discrimination impacted and
changed the West and ultimately the United States.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society Richard T.
Schaefer, 2008-03-20 This encyclopedia offers a comprehensive look at the roles race and ethnicity
play in society and in our daily lives. Over 100 racial and ethnic groups are described, with
additional thematic essays offering insight into broad topics that cut across group boundaries and
which impact on society.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Arkansas History for Young People (Teacher's
Edition) Shay E. Hopper, T. Harri Baker, Jane Browning, 2008-07-01 Once again, the State of
Arkansas has adopted An Arkansas History for Young People as an official textbook for middle-level
and/or junior-high-school Arkansas-history classes. This fourth edition incorporates new research
done after extensive consultations with middle-level and junior-high teachers from across the state,
curriculum coordinators, literacy coaches, university professors, and students themselves. It
includes a multitude of new features and is now full color throughout. This edition has been
completely redesigned and now features a modern format and new graphics suitable for many levels
of student readers.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Tappin' at the Apollo Cheryl M. Willis, 2016-03-08 In the
1920s and 1930s, Edwina Salt Evelyn and Jewel Pepper Welch learned to tap dance on street
corners in New York and Philadelphia. By the 1940s, they were Black show business headliners,
playing Harlem's Apollo Theater with the likes of Count Basie, Fats Waller and Earl Fatha Hines.
Their exuberant tap style, usually performed by men, earned them the respect of their male peers
and the acclaim of audiences. Based on extensive interviews with Salt and Pepper, this book
chronicles for the first time the lives and careers of two overlooked female performers who
succeeded despite the racism, sexism and homophobia of the Big Band era.

the rise and fall of jim crow laws: Epiphany Marigold Reynolds, 2005
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