should schools teach cursive writing

**Should Schools Teach Cursive Writing? Exploring the Role of Handwriting in
Modern Education**

Should schools teach cursive writing? This question has sparked considerable
debate among educators, parents, and policymakers in recent years. As
technology continues to dominate classrooms and everyday communication, the
traditional skill of cursive handwriting often finds itself pushed aside in
favor of typing and digital literacy. Yet, many argue that cursive writing
holds unique cognitive, developmental, and cultural benefits that remain
relevant today. Let’'s dive deeper into why the discussion around whether
schools should teach cursive writing is still important, and what factors
contribute to this ongoing conversation.

Understanding the Importance of Cursive Writing
in the Digital Age

In a world where keyboards and touchscreens dominate, it might seem outdated
to insist on teaching cursive handwriting. However, cursive writing is more
than just an aesthetic skill; it encompasses a range of developmental
advantages that can profoundly impact students’ learning experiences.

Cognitive and Motor Skills Development

Learning cursive requires fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination, which
are crucial for young learners. When children practice cursive, they engage
different parts of the brain compared to typing or printing letters. Research
shows that writing in cursive activates areas responsible for thinking,
language, and memory, supporting better retention and understanding of
material. This neurological engagement can enhance a student’s ability to
process and recall information more effectively.

Improving Literacy and Reading Fluency

Cursive writing also plays a role in literacy development. The fluid motion
of cursive can help students recognize word patterns and improve reading
fluency. Because cursive letters connect, they mirror the flow of spoken
language more closely than printed letters do. As a result, students who
write in cursive might find it easier to develop spelling skills and grasp
grammatical structures.



Arguments Against Teaching Cursive in Schools

While there are clear benefits, some educators question whether cursive
writing should remain a mandatory part of the curriculum. Understanding the
arguments against teaching cursive can help balance the conversation and
consider how to best meet students’ needs.

Time Constraints and Curriculum Priorities

One of the primary reasons schools reduce or eliminate cursive instruction is
the pressure to cover a growing list of academic standards, especially in
subjects like math, science, and digital literacy. With limited classroom
time, educators prioritize skills viewed as more immediately useful in the
21st century, such as coding, typing, and online research. Critics argue that
cursive writing takes time away from these essential competencies.

Technological Advancements and Changing
Communication Styles

In today’'s connected world, digital communication dominates. Emails, texts,
and social media messages rarely require handwriting skills, let alone
cursive. Typing speed and digital literacy are often prioritized because they
align better with modern communication demands. Some believe that investing
time in cursive is less practical, as many students may never need to write
in cursive beyond their early education years.

Why Should Schools Teach Cursive Writing? Key
Benefits to Consider

Despite the challenges and changing educational landscapes, there are
compelling reasons why many advocate for the continued inclusion of cursive
writing in school curricula.

Supporting Students with Learning Differences

Cursive writing can be particularly beneficial for students with dyslexia or
other learning disabilities. The connected letters and fluid movement can
reduce letter reversal and improve writing speed, helping these learners
express themselves more clearly. Many therapists and educators have noted
that cursive practice can boost confidence and communication skills among
students facing such challenges.



Preserving Cultural and Historical Literacy

Cursive writing is not just a skill; it’s a link to history and culture.
Being able to read cursive allows students to access historical documents,
family letters, and classical literature that are otherwise inaccessible.
This connection fosters a deeper appreciation of heritage and a sense of
continuity across generations.

Promoting Personal Expression and Creativity

Handwriting, especially cursive, offers a unique form of self-expression.
Each person’s cursive style is distinctive, much like a signature.
Encouraging students to develop their handwriting can nurture creativity and
individuality, aspects often overlooked in standardized education. It also
offers a tactile, mindful break from screen time, promoting mental well-
being.

Integrating Cursive Writing into Modern
Education

If schools choose to teach cursive, how can they do so in a way that
complements contemporary learning goals without overwhelming students or
educators?

Balanced Curriculum Approach

A balanced approach can integrate cursive writing without sacrificing time

for vital digital skills. For example, cursive lessons can be introduced in
early grades to build foundational motor skills and phased out as students

gain proficiency in keyboarding. This allows students to benefit from both

worlds—traditional handwriting and modern technology.

Using Technology to Enhance Cursive Learning

Digital tools designed for handwriting practice can make cursive instruction
more engaging. Apps and interactive platforms allow students to practice
letter formation and receive instant feedback. Blending traditional pen-and-
paper methods with technology can cater to different learning styles and keep
students motivated.



Teacher Training and Resources

Educators need proper training and resources to teach cursive effectively.
Professional development workshops and accessible curriculum guides can equip
teachers with strategies that make cursive instruction fun and relevant. When
teachers feel confident, students are more likely to develop positive
attitudes toward handwriting.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Cursive Writing in
Schools

The question of whether schools should teach cursive writing does not have a
one-size-fits-all answer. It depends on educational priorities, cultural
values, and technological advancements. However, the ongoing dialogue
highlights the importance of preserving foundational skills while adapting to
new realities.

In many schools, cursive is making a comeback, not as a mandatory subject but
as an optional skill that enriches students’ educational experience. Parents
and educators alike are recognizing that cursive writing offers more than
just a way to write-it fosters cognitive development, connects students to
history, and nurtures personal expression.

As classrooms continue to evolve, the challenge will be to find creative ways
to keep cursive writing alive in a way that benefits all learners. Whether
through blended learning models, targeted interventions, or extracurricular
activities, cursive writing still holds a meaningful place in education.

Ultimately, should schools teach cursive writing? The answer might be less
about strict mandates and more about thoughtful integration—embracing cursive
as one of many valuable skills that prepare students for a well-rounded life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is there a debate about whether schools should
teach cursive writing?

The debate centers around the relevance of cursive writing in the digital
age, with some arguing it is an outdated skill while others believe it
supports cognitive development and literacy.

What are the cognitive benefits of learning cursive



writing in schools?

Learning cursive can improve fine motor skills, enhance memory and learning,
and support brain development by engaging different neural pathways than
typing or print writing.

How does cursive writing impact students' reading
and writing skills?

Cursive writing can aid in reading fluency and spelling by reinforcing letter
recognition and the flow of language, helping students develop stronger
writing and comprehension abilities.

Are there any practical reasons for teaching cursive
writing today?

Yes, cursive writing is still used for signing documents, reading historical
texts, and can be a faster way to write notes, making it a useful skill in
certain contexts.

What do educational experts recommend regarding
cursive writing in the curriculum?

Many experts suggest a balanced approach where cursive is taught alongside
keyboarding skills, ensuring students gain both traditional writing
proficiency and digital literacy.

Additional Resources

**Should Schools Teach Cursive Writing? An In-Depth Examination of Its
Relevance in Modern Education**

Should schools teach cursive writing is a question that has sparked
considerable debate among educators, parents, and policymakers in recent
years. As digital communication increasingly dominates classrooms and
everyday life, traditional handwriting skills, particularly cursive, have
come under scrutiny. The discussion is not merely about penmanship but
touches on broader educational priorities, cognitive development, and
cultural heritage. This article explores the multifaceted arguments
surrounding the teaching of cursive writing in schools, weighing its benefits
and drawbacks while considering contemporary educational contexts.

The Historical Importance of Cursive Writing in



Education

Historically, cursive writing was an essential part of the curriculum, valued
for its efficiency and elegance. The flowing, connected letters allowed
faster writing than print script, which helped students take notes swiftly
and produce legible documents. Moreover, cursive writing was often associated
with fine motor skill development and discipline.

In many countries, cursive was not only a practical skill but also a cultural
tradition. Official documents, signatures, and personal correspondence were
predominantly handwritten in cursive, reinforcing its importance. However,
with the advent of computers, tablets, and smartphones, the practical
necessity of cursive has diminished, leading many schools to reconsider its
place in the curriculum.

Educational Benefits of Teaching Cursive
Writing

The question of whether schools should teach cursive writing cannot be
answered without examining the cognitive and developmental advantages
proponents highlight.

Enhancement of Fine Motor Skills

Learning cursive requires a refined coordination of hand movements, which can
bolster fine motor skill development in young children. Research indicates
that this practice aids in hand-eye coordination and muscle memory, skills
transferable to other areas such as playing musical instruments or sports.

Improved Reading and Writing Fluency

Some studies suggest that students who learn cursive develop better spelling
and reading abilities. The connected nature of cursive letters may help
learners understand word formation and letter patterns more intuitively than
print writing. Additionally, writing by hand, in general, has been linked to
improved memory retention and comprehension.

Signature and Legal Relevance

Cursive remains the standard for signatures, which are legally binding in
many countries. Teaching cursive ensures that students can develop a unique



and consistent signature, an essential skill for personal identification in
various official documents.

Challenges and Criticisms of Teaching Cursive
Writing

Despite these benefits, many educators argue against the mandatory inclusion
of cursive in modern curricula due to practical considerations and evolving
educational needs.

Time Constraints in a Crowded Curriculum

Schools face pressure to prioritize subjects that align more directly with
technological literacy, STEM education, and critical thinking skills. With
limited instructional hours, dedicating time to cursive writing may detract
from other essential areas.

Limited Practical Use in a Digital World

The proliferation of typing and voice recognition technologies has reduced
the necessity of handwriting in daily life. Many argue that keyboard
proficiency is more relevant for students’ future academic and professional
success than cursive writing.

Learning Difficulties and Accessibility

Cursive writing can pose challenges for students with learning disabilities
such as dysgraphia or motor skill impairments. For these students, the
emphasis on cursive may cause frustration or hinder their overall writing
development.

Comparisons with Typing and Print Writing

Modern education increasingly balances handwriting instruction with keyboard
skills. Understanding how cursive compares with print writing and typing is
crucial in evaluating its place in schools.

e Speed: While cursive offers faster handwriting than print, typing
generally surpasses both in speed and efficiency.



e Legibility: Print writing tends to be more legible for most readers,
which supports effective communication.

e Learning Curve: Print is usually easier for young children to master,
whereas cursive requires more practice and fine motor coordination.

e Brain Engagement: Writing by hand, whether print or cursive, engages
neural pathways differently than typing, potentially enhancing cognitive
processing.

Global Perspectives: How Different Countries
Approach Cursive Education

Educational policies on cursive writing vary widely across the globe. For
example, some European countries maintain cursive as a core part of early
education, emphasizing its cultural and developmental importance. In
contrast, several school districts in the United States have eliminated
mandatory cursive instruction, focusing instead on keyboarding skills and
print handwriting.

Countries such as Finland, known for their high-performing education systems,
continue to teach cursive but integrate it flexibly alongside technology use.
This balanced approach reflects a growing trend toward adapting traditional

skills to modern learning environments rather than discarding them outright.

Case Study: The United States

In the US, the Common Core State Standards, adopted by many states, do not
require cursive instruction, leading to its decline in many schools. However,
some states have reintroduced cursive mandates, citing benefits related to
literacy and historical understanding. This patchwork approach highlights the
ongoing debate and the lack of national consensus.

Integrating Cursive Writing in a Modern
Curriculum

Rather than viewing cursive teaching as an all-or-nothing proposition, some
educators advocate for a balanced integration that respects both tradition
and innovation.



Selective Instruction Based on Student Needs

Offering cursive as an optional module or incorporating it into art and
history lessons can provide students with exposure without imposing a rigid
requirement. This flexibility accommodates diverse learning styles and
priorities.

Using Technology to Enhance Cursive Learning

Digital tools, such as stylus-enabled tablets and interactive apps, can make
cursive writing more engaging and accessible. These technologies can bridge
the gap between traditional handwriting and modern digital literacy.

Preserving Cultural Literacy

Teaching cursive can serve as a gateway to understanding historical documents
and personal family archives, fostering a deeper connection to cultural
heritage. Schools might incorporate cursive instruction in history or
literature classes to contextualize its relevance.

Weighing the Future: Is Cursive Writing Still
Relevant?

As schooling evolves to meet 21st-century demands, the question of whether
schools should teach cursive writing remains complex. While technological
advances reduce the functional necessity of cursive, its cognitive,
developmental, and cultural values present compelling reasons for its
continued instruction.

The debate ultimately hinges on educational priorities: balancing the
cultivation of fine motor skills and historical knowledge with the imperative
to prepare students for a digital future. Schools that navigate this balance
thoughtfully can offer curricula that honor tradition while embracing
innovation, ensuring students develop a diverse set of literacy skills.

Should Schools Teach Cursive Writing

should schools teach cursive writing: Turning Our Schools Upside Down Larry Gene
Deweese, 2011-11-14 This book provides readers with a different perspective on how to turn our
schools around ... A plan is presented that would restore the dignity of teaching, make schools
consider parents as their number one customers, and place educating children as the most
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important service a community can provide.--Back cover.

should schools teach cursive writing: The Language Experience Approach and the Science of
Literacy Instruction Elaine Traynelis Yurek, Mary Winifred Strong, 2024-05-14 The information
contained in this text covers literacy instruction in kindergarten, primary grades, middle school, and
secondary school. It gives the background on the developmental aspects of all attributes needed for
successful reading. It presents a balanced body of information for instruction between wholistic
approaches and traditional approaches for the total literacy curriculum. This book includes the
complete developmental aspects of skills necessary for competence in all literacy tasks from birth to
adolescent literacy, the need for availability for teachers to assess the progress of all these skills as
they are presented in a wholistic fashion on a regular basis, the criteria of how decisions are made
for remedial reading instruction, the interface of special education considerations for students
experiencing literacy deficits, approaches for adolescent literacy programs, and extensive
information on teaching English language learners.

should schools teach cursive writing: What If Everybody Understood Child Development?
Rae Pica, 2015-04-01 Understand the connection between how kids grow and how they learn After
35 years as an education consultant, Rae Pica knows the importance of understanding the natural
course of child development. In this collection, she keeps kids front and center as she provides
thought-provoking commentary and actionable insights on topics such as the Common Core, the
self-esteem movement, and standardized testing. Sure to inspire discussion, this pocket-size
powerhouse of educational philosophy includes 29 short essays on topics critical to best practice in
child development and education Opinions of experts supported by research and anecdotal evidence
Real-life stories shared by teachers and parents References to related articles and interviews with
experts

should schools teach cursive writing: Common Core Language Arts Workouts, Grade 8 Linda
Armstrong, 2015-01-05 The Common Core Language Arts Workouts: Reading, Writing, Speaking,
Listening, and Language Skills Practice series for grades 6 through 8 is designed to help teachers
and parents meet the challenges set forth by the Common Core State Standards. Filled with skills
practice, critical thinking tasks, and creative exercises, some are practice exercises, while others
pose creative or analytical challenges. These workouts make great warm-up or assessment
exercises. They can be used to set the stage and teach the content covered by the standards or to
assess what students have learned after the content has been taught. -- Mark Twain Media
Publishing Company specializes in providing captivating, supplemental books and decorative
resources to complement middle- and upper-grade classrooms. Designed by leading educators, the
product line covers a range of subjects including mathematics, sciences, language arts, social
studies, history, government, fine arts, and character.

should schools teach cursive writing: Teachers' Handbook for Use by Teachers in Rural
Elementary Schools, Developed Through the Coolaboration of Latin American and United
States Educators Under the Direction of Ann Nolan Clark United States. Inter-American Affairs
Institute, 1953

should schools teach cursive writing: Teaching Literacy to Learners with Dyslexia Kathleen
Kelly, Sylvia Phillips, 2022-04-13 This bestselling text offers theoretical detail and depth alongside a
programme of activities to implement in practice which can improve literacy levels and support
children with dyslexia.

should schools teach cursive writing: Teachers' Handbook for Use by Teachers in Rural
Elementary Schools Institute of Inter-American Affairs (U.S.), 1953

should schools teach cursive writing: Eighty-Nine Years and Still Evolving James Emerson
Hough, 2021-03-11 In this collection of miscellaneous essays and writings, the author reflects on the
serenity of retirement living in the middle of his own private certified Forest Preserve and Wildlife
Habitat in southeast Indiana, the inspiration it engenders to be creative, and the ability to focus his
thinking. He finds it rewarding to share his perspective, but the selfish reason he writes is that it
makes him a better person. When asked why he writes, Mr. Hough admits that writing helps keep



his aging mind alert and head on straight. Sitting down in front of his laptop computer with a blank
screen is challenging. He's inspired to unlock novel ideas in his mind, research them, and develop
compelling techniques to put them together in writing and encouraged to place the result on the
Internet for colleagues and friends to contemplate. Writing is the author's habit. Sometimes, he gets
feedback; sometimes, he doesn't. He knows the value of free speech is priceless, and being a
disabled veteran, keeping that freedom alive is inestimable. Retiring at the end of 1998, James
Emerson Hough ended more than thirty-five years in private practice of the applied earth sciences
as both a licensed professional geologist and licensed professional engineer. He is the geotechnical
engineer of record on more than 3,700 projects requiring terrain evaluations, subterranean
investigations, foundation analysis for earth-supported architectural structures and for engineering
structures, analyses, reports, special studies, failure studies, explorations, inspections, laboratory
testing, construction monitoring, and forensic services. Mr. Hough, the author or coauthor of
numerous published technical papers and several technical books, possesses substantial expertise
regarding slope stability, landslides, and landslide correction. My mind is like a garden, My thoughts
are like seeds, I can grow flowers or I can grow weeds, I need to water them.

should schools teach cursive writing: Social Media in the Classroom Jason Beaudry, 2012-11
We have all heard that our students are losing the ability to think for themselves, but what can we
do to change that? Written by an educator on the front lines, Social Media in the Classroom: Why
Ontario Students Are Failing in the Real World takes a strong stand on issues such as standardized
testing, class sizes, and individual education plans (IEPs), to name but a few of the important
challenges facing students, parents, and teachers today. In taking a passionate stance on hot-topic
educational issues of the day, author Jason Beaudry discusses issues and makes recommendations to
improve the current education system. He hopes to inspire strong feelings in all readers, as he
teaches them a better understanding of how Ontario's youth are ill-prepared for their future.
Beaudry explores how weak reading and writing skills are dangerous to students; how standardized
testing does nothing but waste precious time and resources; how investing in more teachers and
classroom assistants could change the future; how students can help themselves by becoming
independent learners; and how current education fails to train the next generation of skilled
workers. He also describes ways for you to be a part of the change. This study is the product of one
dedicated teacher's quest to make a real change in Ontario's educational system. He wants nothing
more than to improve the ways in which Ontario students are being educated and prepared for life
after high school.

should schools teach cursive writing: Multidisciplinary Approaches to Neural Computing
Anna Esposito, Marcos Faudez-Zanuy, Francesco Carlo Morabito, Eros Pasero, 2017-08-28 This book
presents a collection of contributions in the field of Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs). The themes
addressed are multidisciplinary in nature, and closely connected in their ultimate aim to identify
features from dynamic realistic signal exchanges and invariant machine representations that can be
exploited to improve the quality of life of their end users. Mathematical tools like ANNs are currently
exploited in many scientific domains because of their solid theoretical background and effectiveness
in providing solutions to many demanding tasks such as appropriately processing (both for
extracting features and recognizing) mono- and bi-dimensional dynamic signals, solving strong
nonlinearities in the data and providing general solutions for deep and fully connected architectures.
Given the multidisciplinary nature of their use and the interdisciplinary characterization of the
problems they are applied to - which range from medicine to psychology, industrial and social
robotics, computer vision, and signal processing (among many others) - ANNs may provide a basis
for redefining the concept of information processing. These reflections are supported by theoretical
models and applications presented in the chapters of this book. This book is of primary importance
for: (a) the academic research community, (b) the ICT market, (c) PhD students and early-stage
researchers, (d) schools, hospitals, rehabilitation and assisted-living centers, and (e) representatives
of multimedia industries and standardization bodies.

should schools teach cursive writing: Spelling, Handwriting and Dyslexia Diane Montgomery,



2006-11-22 This ground-breaking book argues that spelling and writing need to be given more
consideration in teaching and remedial settings. It helps teachers and student teachers to
understand the valuable contribution spelling and handwriting makes to literacy development.

should schools teach cursive writing: Teaching Writing Ann Browne, 1999 This title, by
Ann Browne, focuses on the teaching of writing at Key Stage 1 and before and fully addresses the
National Literacy Strategy at this level. The text fully reflects the requirements of the ITT National
Curriculum, whilst addressing the latest research findings on the development of literacy skills in
the primary years.

should schools teach cursive writing: Teaching Practices and Achievement in Penmanship in
the Public Schools of Michigan Clifford Woody, 1938

should schools teach cursive writing: Non-Coercive Classrooms Rolf Ahrens, 2024-09-18
Non-Coercive Classrooms is aimed at the years from kindergarten to grade twelve. It contains
descriptions of best practice if our goal for students is to leave school with skills that enhance their
innate intelligence. The author argues that the benefits of teaching skills as opposed to conveying
content, provide students not only with personal advantages such as enhanced self-esteem but also
as a more useful preparation for life after grade twelve. In a section on teaching resources the
author provides example activities on: - how an activity has the potential to enhance multiple
intelligences - creating enhanced notebooks or records - concrete language assignments - a
generative approach to building content based on topics, attributes ,and actions. Perhaps most
important is the opportunity for students to learn what it means to be in a non-coercive relationship
with other students and with other adults. And to learn the positive nature of non-coercive behavior
especially as it effects their own attitude about school and about learning.

should schools teach cursive writing: Nelson Handwriting Teacher's Book John Jackman,
Anita Warwick, 2003 Nelson Handwriting is a widely used handwriting scheme in schools
throughout the UK. It provides a clear, practical framework for implementing and developing a
whole school handwriting policy. The books are sequenced for progression and contain three levels
of differentiation designed for a wide range of abilities. Structured units introduce clear teaching
points followed by plenty of opportunities for practice.

should schools teach cursive writing: Supporting Children with Motor Co-ordination
Difficulties Susan Coulter, Lesley Kynman, Elizabeth Morling, 2013-09-05 Off-the-shelf support
containing all the vital information practitioners need to know about Motor Co-ordination
Difficulties, this book includes * Definition and causes of different types of Motor Co-ordination
Difficulties * Educational implications * Advice on how to manage support staff

should schools teach cursive writing: Dr. Fry's How to Teach Reading for Teachers,
Parents and Tutors Edward Bernard Fry, 1968-04-08

should schools teach cursive writing: Developing Community-Referenced Curricula for
Marginalized Communities David Baine, Ph.D., 2017-07-01 Thus, the community-referenced
curriculum development program described in this text is designed to teach the knowledge, skills
and attitudes students require to perform effectively in the communities in which they live now and
are likely to live in future. These curricula are based on an analysis of the social, cultural, physical,
economic, environment and political conditions of these communities. In addition, the curricula
incorporate an educationally cost-effective blending of academic and functional skill teaching while
promoting effective methods of instructional delivery. This book describes the empirical rational and
the step-by-step procedures for developing community-referenced curricula for marginalized
communities. The curricula are designed for communities of people living in refugee camps, in
reserves of indigenous people, in peri-urban slums, in rural areas of developing countries and for
people marginalized by disabilities, wherever they live.--

should schools teach cursive writing: Support Your Child With Literacy P S Quick,
2012-05-23 The first day at school is the day when an adventure of life-long learning begins and with
a positive attitude your child will learn all the skills needed to equip them for adult life. The first
year in school sets down the building blocks upon which all other learning takes place. Supporting



your child at home helps to maintain a positive attitude and reinforces the learning that is happening
at school. This book, one of a series of four, is written by a mother and experienced teacher, and
outlines the techniques used in school in Literacy, suggesting ways that you can help with learning
at home, as well as providing web links to interactive activities.

should schools teach cursive writing: The Ghost and the Leprechaun Bobbi Holmes, Anna
J. MclIntyre, 2018-01-20
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