DO COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

**¥Do CoLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE? EXPLORING THE ROLE OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE IN HIGHER
EbucaTION®*

DO COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS A QUESTION THAT MANY STUDENTS AND PARENTS ASK WHEN PLANNING
HIGH SCHOOL COURSEWORK OR CONSIDERING COLLEGE ADMISSIONS. AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) HAS GROWN IN
POPULARITY OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES, NOT ONLY AS A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE DEAF COMMUNITY BUT
ALSO AS A LEGITIMATE LANGUAGE OPTION FOR ACADEMIC CREDIT. |[F YOU’RE WONDERING WHETHER COLLEGES RECOGNIZE ASL
AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND HOW THIS IMPACTS YOUR ACADEMIC JOURNEY, YOU’RE NOT ALONE. LET’S DIVE INTO THE DETAILS
SURROUNDING ASL’S ACCEPTANCE, ITS BENEFITS, AND TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING ITS VALUE IN YOUR EDUCATION.

UNDERSTANDING ASL As A LANGUAGE

BEFORE WE DELVE INTO COLLEGE POLICIES, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT AMERICAN SIGN L ANGUAGE REALLY IS. ASL
IS A FULLY DEVELOPED NATURAL LANGUAGE WITH ITS OWN GRAMMAR, SYNTAX, AND VOCABULARY, DISTINCT FROM ENGLISH. IT
IS THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE USED BY MANY DEAF AND HARD-OF-HEARING INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES AND PARTS OF
CANADA.

BecAuse ASL IS A COMPLETE LANGUAGE WITH RICH CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, EDUCATORS AND LINGUISTS WIDELY RECOGNIZE IT
AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE RATHER THAN JUST A FORM OF COMMUNICATION OR AN ELECTIVE. THIS RECOGNITION HAS PAVED THE
WAY FOR MORE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO INCLUDE ASL IN THEIR FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENTS.

Do CoLLeGes AccepT ASL As A FOrEIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT?

THE SHORT ANSWER IS YES—MANY COLLEGES DO ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, BUT IT’S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT
POLICIES VARY WIDELY.

V ARIATION IN COLLEGE PoLICIES

SOME UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES EXPLICITLY LIST ASL AS AN ACCEPTABLE FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOR ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, WHILE OTHERS MAY NOT MENTION IT OR TREAT IT DIFFERENTLY COMPARED TO SPOKEN LANGUAGES LIKE SPANISH
OR FRENCH. FOR EXAMPLE:

- *¥PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES®** IN STATES WITH LARGE DEAF COMMUNITIES OR STRONG ASL PROGRAMS OFTEN ACCEPT ASL FOR
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS.

- ¥*PRIVATE COLLEGES®* MAY VARY, SOME EMBRACE ASL FULLY, WHILE OTHERS DO NOT COUNT IT TOWARD FOREIGN
LANGUAGE CREDITS BUT MIGHT OFFER IT AS AN ELECTIVE OR SPECIAL INTEREST COURSE.

- **COMMUNITY COLLEGES** FREQUENTLY OFFER ASL COURSES AND MAY ACCEPT THE CREDIT FOR TRANSFER OR AS
FULFILLMENT OF LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS.

IF YOU’RE APPLYING TO A SPECIFIC SCHOOL, THE BEST APPROACH IS TO CHECK THEIR ADMISSIONS WEBSITE OR CONTACT THE
REGISTRAR’S OFFICE DIRECTLY TO CONFIRM WHETHER ASL COUNTS AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE.

HigH ScHooL CRrebIT AND COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

MANY HIGH SCHOOLS TODAY OFFER ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE OPTION. \WHEN STUDENTS TAKE ASL COURSES IN HIGH
SCHOOL, THEY OFTEN WANT TO KNOW IF THIS WILL SATISFY COLLEGE LANGUAGE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS. IN MANY CASES,
ASL CLASSES TAKEN AT ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOLS ARE ACCEPTED BY COLLEGES AS FULFILLING THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE



ADMISSIONS PREREQUISITE, BUT AGAIN, THIS DEPENDS ON THE INSTITUTION.
SOME COLLEGES REQUIRE A MINIMUM NUMBER OF YEARS STUDYING THE LANGUAGE, SO COMPLETING TWO OR THREE YEARS OF
ASL MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO MEET ADMISSIONS STANDARDS. ADDITIONALLY, ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) OR INTERNATIONAL

BACCALAUREATE (|B) PROGRAMS MAY NOT OFFER ASL, WHICH COULD AFFECT HOW THE LANGUAGE IS VIEWED IN COMPETITIVE
ADMISSIONS SCENARIOS.

WHY ASL Is A VALuABLE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CHOICE

CHoOSING ASL AS YOUR FOREIGN LANGUAGE CAN OFFER SEVERAL UNIQUE ADVANTAGES BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL BENEFITS OF
LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE.

IMPROVED COMMUNICATION SKILLS

LEARNING ASL ENHANCES YOUR ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH DEAF AND HARD-OF-HEARING INDIVIDUALS, WHICH CAN BE A
VALUABLE SKILL IN MANY PROFESSIONAL FIELDS, SUCH AS EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, SOCIAL WORK, AND INTERPRETING
SERVICES.

CULTURAL AWARENESS AND INCLUSION

STUDYING ASL IS NOT JUST ABOUT VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR; IT’S ALSO ABOUT UNDERSTANDING DEAF CULTURE AND
HISTORY. THIS CULTURAL LITERACY FOSTERS EMPATHY, INCLUSIVENESS, AND A BROADER WORLDVIEW, ALL TRAITS THAT
COLLEGES AND EMPLOYERS HIGHLY VALUE.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

W/ ITH THE GROWING DEMAND FOR SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS AND ACCESSIBILITY ADVOCATES, HAVING ASL SKILLS CAN
OPEN DOORS TO SPECIALIZED CAREERS. MANY COLLEGES OFFER CERTIFICATES OR DEGREES IN ASL INTERPRETING, WHICH BUILD ON
FOUNDATIONAL LANGUAGE COURSES.

Tips FOR STUDENTS CoNSIDERING ASL FOrR COLLEGE

IF YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT TAKING ASL TO FULFILL FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS OR TO ENHANCE YOUR EDUCATION, HERE
ARE SOME HELPFUL TIPS:

1. ReseARCH COLLEGE PoLICIES EARLY: CHECK THE WEBSITES OF COLLEGES THAT INTEREST YOU TO SEE IF THEY ACCEPT
ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT FOR ADMISSIONS.

2. Taxke ASL CouUrses AT ACCREDITED SCHOOLS: ENSURE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFERS ASL
CLASSES THAT MEET RECOGNIZED STANDARDS SO CREDITS WILL TRANSFER SMOOTHLY.

3. ComBINE ASL wITH OTHER LANGUAGES OR STUDIES: SOME STUDENTS CHOOSE TO STUDY ASL ALONGSIDE ANOTHER
SPOKEN LANGUAGE OR COMBINE IT WITH DEAF STUDIES FOR A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE.

4. ConsIDER CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNITIES: [F YOU’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT ASL, EXPLORE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS OR
MINORS IN DEAF STUDIES OR ASL INTERPRETATION AT YOUR COLLEGE.



5. PRACTICE CONSISTENTLY: LIKE ANY LANGUAGE, FLUENCY IN ASL REQUIRES PRACTICE. ENGAGE WITH DEAF COMMUNITIES,

ATTEND EVENTS, OR PARTICIPATE IN LANGUAGE CLUBS TO IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS.

CoMMoN MisconcepTIoNs ABouT ASL IN ACADEMIA

DespITE ASL’S GROWING ACCEPTANCE, SOME MISCONCEPTIONS STILL LINGER. CLEARING THESE UP CAN HELP STUDENTS MAKE
INFORMED DECISIONS:

ASL Is NoT JusT “SIGNING ENGLISH”

ASL IS OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD AS A MANUAL VERSION OF ENGLISH/ BUT IT IS A DISTINCT LANGUAGE WITH ITS OWN RULES.
THIS MAKES IT JUST AS LEGITIMATE AS ANY SPOKEN FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN AN ACADEMIC CONTEXT.

ASL CrebiTs ARe NOoT ALWAYS EQUIVALENT EVERY\WHERE

\W/HILE MANY SCHOOLS ACCEPT ASL, SOME MIGHT NOT COUNT IT EQUALLY TOWARD CERTAIN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS OR
ADVANCED LANGUAGE CREDITS. THIS DISPARITY IS USUALLY DUE TO INSTITUTIONAL PREFERENCES OR THE AVAILABILITY OF
ASL FACULTY.

LeARNING ASL BeNErITS MoORe THAN JuST LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

EVEN IF A COLLEGE DOESN’T ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT, THE SKILLS AND CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE GAINED
FROM LEARNING ASL CAN ENRICH YOUR COLLEGE EXPERIENCE AND FUTURE CAREER PROSPECTS.

THE GROWING PoPULARITY ofF ASL IN HIGHER EDUCATION

OVER RECENT YEARS, INTEREST IN ASL HAS SURGED. UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE U.S. HAVE EXPANDED THEIR ASL OFFERINGS,
AND SOME NOW INCLUDE ASL IN THEIR FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENTS OR OFFER DEGREE PROGRAMS RELATED TO DEAF
CULTURE AND INTERPRETATION.

THIS TREND REFLECTS BROADER SOCIETAL RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSIVENESS,
ENCOURAGING INSTITUTIONS TO LEGITIMIZE ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ON PAR WITH MORE TRADITIONAL OPTIONS.

ASL AND TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION

W/ITH ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY, SUCH AS VIDEO RELAY SERVICES AND ONLINE ASL LEARNING PLATFORMS, STUDENTS
HAVE MORE RESOURCES THAN EVER TO STUDY ASL EFFECTIVELY. COLLEGES ARE ALSO INCORPORATING THESE TOOLS INTO
THEIR CURRICULA, MAKING ASL EDUCATION MORE ACCESSIBLE AND INTERACTIVE.

ASL STupy ABROAD AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE

\W/HILE TRADITIONAL FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDENTS MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS, ASL LEARNERS HAVE



UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE WITH DEAF COMMUNITIES LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. SOME COLLEGES FACILITATE
CULTURAL IMMERSION PROGRAMS OR INTERNSHIPS THAT CONNECT STUDENTS WITH DEAF CULTURE BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.

IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING TAKING ASL AS YOUR FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE, IT’S ENCOURAGING TO KNOW
THAT MANY INSTITUTIONS DO RECOGNIZE AND VALUE IT. AS AWARENESS AND ACCEPTANCE CONTINUE TO GROW, ASL 1s
INCREASINGLY SEEN NOT JUST AS A LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT BUT AS A MEANINGFUL AND ENRICHING ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL
EXPERIENCE. W/HETHER YOU AIM TO MEET ADMISSIONS CRITERIA OR PURSUE A LIFELONG SKILL, LEARNING ASL OPENS DOORS
THAT EXTEND FAR BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

Do coLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT?

MANY COLLEGES DO ACCEPT AMERICAN SIGN L ANGUAGE (ASL) AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT, BUT ACCEPTANCE POLICIES
VARY BY INSTITUTION. [T'S IMPORTANT TO CHECK WITH THE SPECIFIC COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY TO CONFIRM.

CAN ASL FULFILL FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION?

AT SEVERAL COLLEGES, ASL CAN FULFILL FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION OR GRADUATION, BUT THIS
DEPENDS ON THE SCHOOL'S POLICIES. SOME COLLEGES TREAT ASL As EQUIVALENT TO OTHER FOREIGN LANGUAGES, WHILE
OTHERS DO NOT.

Is ASL CONSIDERED A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN COLLEGE APPLICATIONS?

YES/ ASL IS OFTEN CONSIDERED A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ON COLLEGE APPLICATIONS, ESPECIALLY AS IT IS A DISTINCT LANGUAGE
WITH ITS OWN GRAMMAR AND SYNTAX. HO\X/EVER, SOME COLLEGES MAY HAVE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES REGARDING ITS ACCEPTANCE.

ARE AP ASL COURSES ACCEPTED BY COLLEGES FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT?

MANY COLLEGES ACCEPT AP ASL EXAM SCORES FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT, SIMILAR TO OTHER AP LANGUAGE EXAMS.
HoWEVER, ACCEPTANCE VARIES, SO STUDENTS SHOULD VERIFY WITH THEIR PROSPECTIVE COLLEGES.

Do ALL COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDITS?

NOT ALL COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT. ACCEPTANCE DEPENDS ON THE INSTITUTION'S LANGUAGE
DEPARTMENT POLICIES AND ACCREDITATION OF THE ASL COURSE TAKEN.

CAN TAKING ASL IN HIGH SCHOOL IMPROVE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS?

YES, TAKING ASL IN HIGH SCHOOL CAN DEMONSTRATE LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS AND CULTURAL AW ARENESS, WHICH MAY
POSITIVELY IMPACT COLLEGE APPLICATIONS, ESPECIALLY IF THE COLLEGE RECOGNIZES ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE.

Is ASL EQUIVALENT TO OTHER FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN COLLEGE CURRICULA?

IN MANY COLLEGES, ASL IS TREATED AS EQUIVALENT TO OTHER FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND OFFERED AS PART OF THE LANGUAGE
CURRICULUM. HO\X/EVER, THIS VARIES, AND SOME INSTITUTIONS MAY CATEGORIZE IT DIFFERENTLY.

How CAN STUDENTS CONFIRM IF A COLLEGE ACCEPTS ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE?

STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK THE COLLEGE’S OFFICIAL WEBSITE, CONTACT ADMISSIONS COUNSELORS, OR CONSULT THE LANGUAGE
DEPARTMENT TO CONFIRM IF ASL IS ACCEPTED AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT BEFORE APPLYING OR ENROLLING.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

**¥Do CoLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE? AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION®*

DO COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS A QUESTION THAT HAS GAINED INCREASING ATTENTION AS AMERICAN
SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) CONTINUES TO GROW IN POPULARITY BOTH AS A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION AND AS AN ACADEMIC
SUBJECT. W/ITH MORE STUDENTS EXPRESSING INTEREST IN LEARNING ASL AND INCORPORATING IT INTO THEIR EDUCATIONAL
TRAJECTORIES, UNDERSTANDING HOW COLLEGES PERCEIVE AND CREDIT ASL IS ESSENTIAL. THIS ARTICLE INVESTIGATES THE
ACCEPTANCE OF ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE BY COLLEGES, EXAMINES THE IMPLICATIONS FOR STUDENTS, AND EXPLORES THE
BROADER CONTEXT OF ASL’S PLACE WITHIN ACADEMIC LANGUAGE PROGRAMS.

THE STATUS oF ASL IN HIGHER EDUCATION

AMERICAN SIGN L ANGUAGE HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN VIEWED AS A UNIQUE MODE OF COMMUNICATION RATHER THAN A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE IN THE CONVENTIONAL SENSE. HO\X/EVER, THE LINGUISTIC COMPLEXITY AND CULTURAL RICHNESS OF ASL
INCREASINGLY CHALLENGE THIS PERCEPTION. MANY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS NOW RECOGNIZE ASL AS A LEGITIMATE
LANGUAGE OFFERING, BUT POLICIES ON WHETHER IT COUNTS AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT VARY WIDELY.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY IN THEIR APPROACH TO ASL. SOME ACCEPT IT
AS FULFILLING FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS, OTHERS TREAT IT AS A SEPARATE CATEGORY, AND SOME DO NOT OFFER IT
FOR CREDIT AT ALL. THIS INCONSISTENCY STEMS FROM DIFFERING INTERPRETATIONS OF WHAT CONSTITUTES A “FOREIGN
LANGUAGE” AND VARYING STATE EDUCATION STANDARDS.

ASL RecoGNITION IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS ASKING, “DO COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE?” THE ANSWER DEPENDS HEAVILY
ON THE INSTITUTION. MANY COLLEGES NOW INCLUDE ASL ON THEIR LIST OF LANGUAGES THAT SATISFY ENTRANCE
REQUIREMENTS. THIS ACCEPTANCE IS OFTEN INFLUENCED BY THE GROWING NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING ASL COURSES,
WHICH HAS INCREASED STUDENT DEMAND FOR ASL CREDITS TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED DURING COLLEGE ADMISSIONS.

AccorpING TO THE NATIONAL AssociaTIonN oF THE DEar (NAD), over 3,000 HiGH SCHooLS IN THE U.S. oFFer ASL As A
FOREIGN LANGUAGE OPTION, MAKING IT THE THIRD MOST POPULAR LANGUAGE IN SOME REGIONS. CONSEQUENTLY, PROMINENT
UNIVERSITIES SUCH AS THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SYSTEM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY, AND GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY
RECOGNIZE ASL AS A VALID LANGUAGE CREDIT. HOWEVER, SOME INSTITUTIONS STILL REQUIRE MORE TRADITIONAL FOREIGN
LANGUAGES SUCH AS SPANISH, FRENCH, OR MANDARIN.

STATE EDUCATION PoLIcies AND ASL ACCEPTANCE

STATE EDUCATION BOARDS PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN DETERMINING WHETHER ASL QUALIFIES AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT IN
HIGH SCHOOL, WHICH IN TURN AFFECTS COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE. STATES LIKE CALIFORNIA, NEw YORK, AND FLORIDA OFFICIALLY
LIST ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE OPTION FOR GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS. THIS INSTITUTIONAL ENDORSEMENT HELPS
LEGITIMIZE ASL IN THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY AND FACILITATES ITS ACCEPTANCE BY COLLEGES.

IN CONTRAST, SOME STATES MAINTAIN AMBIGUOUS OR RESTRICTIVE POLICIES, WHICH CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION AMONG
STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS. FOR INSTANCE, IN STATES WHERE ASL IS NOT RECOGNIZED AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, STUDENTS
MIGHT EARN ELECTIVE CREDITS BUT NOT LANGUAGE CREDITS FOR ASL COURSEWORK, POTENTIALLY IMPACTING THEIR COLLEGE
APPLICATIONS.



ACADEMIC AND LINGUISTIC CONSIDERATIONS

UNDERSTANDING WHETHER COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALSO INVOLVES EXAMINING THE LINGUISTIC AND
ACADEMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ASL. UNLIKE SPOKEN FOREIGN LANGUAGES, ASL IS A VISUAL-GESTURAL LANGUAGE WITH ITS
OWN SYNTAX, GRAMMAR, AND CULTURAL CONTEXT. THIS UNIQUENESS PROMPTS DEBATE ABOUT WHETHER IT SHOULD BE
CATEGORIZED ALONGSIDE SPOKEN LANGUAGES.

ASL As A FuLLY DeVvELOPED LANGUAGE

LINGUISTS HAVE LONG ESTABLISHED ASL AS A FULLY DEVELOPED NATURAL LANGUAGE WITH ITS OWN GRAMMATICAL RULES
AND VOCABULARY. ASL IS NOT SIMPLY ENGLISH TRANSLATED INTO SIGNS; IT POSSESSES DISTINCT LINGUISTIC STRUCTURES
THAT DIFFER MARKEDLY FROM ENGLISH. THIS RECOGNITION SUPPORTS THE ARGUMENT THAT ASL QUALIFIES AS A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE ACADEMICALLY.

MOREOVER, ASL PROVIDES LEARNERS WITH ACCESS TO DEAF CULTURE, HISTORY, AND COMMUNITY , ENRICHING THE

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE BEYOND MERE LANGUAGE ACQUISITION. THIS CULTURAL DIMENSION IS A SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT OF
MANY ASL COURSES OFFERED AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL.

CurricuULUM AND CoUrsE OFFERINGS

COLLEGES THAT ACCEPT ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE USUALLY OFFER STRUCTURED PROGRAMS THAT INCLUDE MULTIPLE
LEVELS OF PROFICIENCY, CULTURAL STUDIES, AND SOMETIMES ADVANCED TOPICS SUCH AS INTERPRETING OR DeAF STUDIES. THE
DEPTH AND RIGOR OF THESE PROGRAMS OFTEN PARALLEL THOSE OF TRADITIONAL FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENTS.

IN SOME INSTITUTIONS, ASL COURSES ARE HOUSED WITHIN THE MODERN L ANGUAGES DEPARTMENT, WHILE IN OTHERS, THEY

FALL UNDER DEPARTMENTS OF LINGUISTICS, COMMUNICATION, OR DISABILITY STUDIES. THIS ORGANIZATIONAL VARIANCE CAN
INFLUENCE HOW ASL IS PERCEIVED ACADEMICALLY AND WHETHER IT COUNTS TOWARD LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS.

IMPLICATIONS FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS

THE QUESTION OF ASL ACCEPTANCE AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CARRIES PRACTICAL CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENTS PLANNING
THEIR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION PATHWAYS.

BeNEFITS OF TAKING ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

o ACCESSIBILITY: ASL OFFERS AN ALTERNATIVE FOR STUDENTS WHO MAY FIND TRADITIONAL FOREIGN LANGUAGES
CHALLENGING OR LESS ENGAGING.

o CuLTURAL COMPETENCY: LEARNING ASL FOSTERS AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION OF DEAF CULTURE AND COMMUNITY,
PROMOTING INCLUSIVITY.

o CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: PROFICIENCY IN ASL CAN OPEN DOORS TO CAREERS IN EDUCATION, INTERPRETATION, SOCIAL
WORK, AND HEALTHCARE.

o LANGUAGE DIVERSITY: ASL EXPANDS A STUDENT’S LINGUISTIC REPERTOIRE AND COGNITIVE SKILLS, SIMILAR TO OTHER
FOREIGN LANGUAGES.



CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

DESPITE ITS BENEFITS, STUDENTS MAY ENCOUNTER OBSTACLES WHEN CHOOSING ASL AS THEIR FOREIGN LANGUAGE:
* VARIED COLLEGE PoLICIES: NOT ALL COLLEGES ACCEPT ASL CREDITS EQUALLY, WHICH MAY COMPLICATE MEETING
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS.

o LiMiTeD COURSE AVAILABILITY: SOME HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES HAVE LIMITED ASL OFFERINGS, AFFECTING
ACCESSIBILITY AND PROGRESSION.

® PERCEPTION ISSUES: SOME EDUCATORS AND ADMISSIONS OFFICERS MAY STILL VIEW ASL AS LESS RIGOROUS THAN
SPOKEN LANGUAGES.

GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PURSUING ASL AS THEIR FOREIGN LANGUAGE SHOULD:

1. ReESEARCH THE ASL FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICIES OF POTENTIAL COLLEGES EARLY IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS.

2. CONSULT WITH HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS TO ENSURE ASL. COURSES MEET GRADUATION AND COLLEGE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS.

3. CONSIDER PAIRING ASL WITH ANOTHER LANGUAGE OR ACADEMIC SUBJECT TO ENHANCE THEIR ACADEMIC PROFILE.

4. ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES OR INTERNSHIPS RELATED TO THE DEAF COMMUNITY TO DEEPEN PRACTICAL
KNOWLEDGE.

THe FUTURE oF ASL IN LANGUAGE EDUCATION

AS AWARENESS OF DEAF CULTURE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCESSIBILITY ADVANCES, THE ACCEPTANCE OF ASL As A
FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS LIKELY TO INCREASE. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ARE ADOPTING MORE INCLUSIVE POLICIES AND
EXPANDING LANGUAGE OFFERINGS TO REFLECT SOCIETAL DIVERSITY.

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES, SUCH AS VIRTUAL AND AUGMENTED REALITY, ALSO PROMISE TO ENRICH ASL LEARNING
EXPERIENCES, MAKING IT MORE ACCESSIBLE AND ENGAGING. ADDITIONALLY, ADVOCACY EFFORTS BY ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE
NAD CONTINUE TO PUSH FOR STANDARDIZED RECOGNITION OF ASL IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS.

IN SUMMARY, WHILE THE ACCEPTANCE OF ASL AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE VARIES ACROSS COLLEGES AND STATES, THE TREND IS

INCREASINGLY POSITIVE. STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS SHOULD REMAIN INFORMED AND PROACTIVE TO NAVIGATE THE EVOLVING
LANDSCAPE OF LANGUAGE EDUCATION EFFECTIVELY.

Do Colleges Accept Asl As A Foreign Language

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Learning to See Sherman Wilcox, Phyllis


https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-090/do-colleges-accept-asl-as-a-foreign-language.pdf

Perrin Wilcox, 1997 As more and more secondary schools and colleges accept American Sign
Language (ASL) as a legitimate choice for second language study, Learning to See has become even
more vital in guiding instructors on the best ways to teach ASL as a second language. And now this
groundbreaking book has been updated and revised to reflect the significant gains in recognition
that deaf people and their native language, ASL, have achieved in recent years. Learning to See lays
solid groundwork for teaching and studying ASL by outlining the structure of this unique visual
language. Myths and misconceptions about ASL are laid to rest at the same time that the
fascinating, multifaceted elements of Deaf culture are described. Students will be able to study ASL
and gain a thorough understanding of the cultural background, which will help them to grasp the
language more easily. An explanation of the linguistic basis of ASL follows, leading into the specific,
and above all, useful information on teaching techniques. This practical manual systematically
presents the steps necessary to design a curriculum for teaching ASL, including the special features
necessary for training interpreters. The new Learning to See again takes its place at the forefront of
texts on teaching ASL as a second language, and it will prove to be indispensable to educators and
administrators in this special discipline.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Handbook of Undergraduate Second Language
Education Judith W. Rosenthal, 2013-06-17 This volume offers the most comprehensive, up-to-date
description of the wide array of second language programs currently available to undergraduate
students in the United States and abroad. It brings together, for the first time, detailed descriptions
of programs in foreign language, English as a second language (ESL), dual language (bilingual),
American Sign Language, Native American, and heritage languages. Addressing both theory and
practice, the volume presents the historical development, current practices, and future directions of
each type of program, along with detailed case studies. For second language teachers, academic
administrators, and teacher educators, this Handbook provides information that will be useful in
making instructional and programmatic planning decisions.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The Bilingual Courts Act United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Improvements in Judicial
Machinery, 1974

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The ERIC Review , 1991 Provides information
on programs, research, publications, and services of ERIC, as well as critical and current education
information.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: For Hearing People Only: 4th Edition Matthew
S. Moore, Linda Levitan, 2016-01-14 Answers to Some of the Most Commonly Asked Questions.
About the Deaf Community, its Culture, and the “Deaf Reality.”

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The Cambridge Handbook of
Sociolinguistics Rajend Mesthrie, 2011-10-06 The most comprehensive overview available, this
Handbook is an essential guide to sociolinguistics today. Reflecting the breadth of research in the
field, it surveys a range of topics and approaches in the study of language variation and use in
society. As well as linguistic perspectives, the handbook includes insights from anthropology, social
psychology, the study of discourse and power, conversation analysis, theories of style and styling,
language contact and applied sociolinguistics. Language practices seem to have reached new levels
since the communications revolution of the late twentieth century. At the same time face-to-face
communication is still the main force of language identity, even if social and peer networks of the
traditional face-to-face nature are facing stiff competition of the Facebook-to-Facebook sort. The
most authoritative guide to the state of the field, this handbook shows that sociolinguistics provides
us with the best tools for understanding our unfolding evolution as social beings.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Deaf Subjects Brenda Jo Brueggemann,
2009-05-01 In this probing exploration of what it means to be deaf, Brenda Brueggemann goes
beyond any simple notion of identity politics to explore the very nature of identity itself. Looking at a
variety of cultural texts, she brings her fascination with borders and between-places to expose and
enrich our understanding of how deafness embodies itself in the world, in the visual, and in



language. Taking on the creation of the modern deaf subject, Brueggemann ranges from the
intersections of gender and deafness in the work of photographers Mary and Frances Allen at the
turn of the last century, to the state of the field of Deaf Studies at the beginning of our new century.
She explores the power and potential of American Sign Language—wedged, as she sees it, between
letter-bound language and visual ways of learning—and argues for a rhetorical approach and digital
future for ASL literature. The narration of deaf lives through writing becomes a pivot around which
to imagine how digital media and documentary can be used to convey deaf life stories. Finally, she
expands our notion of diversity within the deaf identity itself, takes on the complex relationship
between deaf and hearing people, and offers compelling illustrations of the intertwined, and
sometimes knotted, nature of individual and collective identities within Deaf culture.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Exploring Sociolinguistics Sitara
Nambeesan, 2025-01-03 Exploring Sociolinguistics: Language in Society is a comprehensive
handbook designed for students with a background in linguistics and sociolinguistics, offering an
advanced and up-to-date exploration of the field. The contributors, renowned for their contributions
to sociolinguistics, provide authoritative and detailed overviews of key areas in an accessible
manner. This book is not an introductory textbook but a resource for readers to delve into specific
chapters based on their interests and needs. It is also valuable for academics and researchers
outside sociolinguistics who wish to stay informed about new developments in this increasingly
important field within the humanities. We provide the most comprehensive overview available,
surveying a wide range of topics and approaches to studying language variation and usage in
society. Beyond linguistic perspectives, the handbook includes insights from anthropology, social
psychology, discourse and power research, conversation analysis, style and styling theories,
language contact, and applied sociolinguistics. As language practices have evolved significantly
since the late 20th century, this guide demonstrates how sociolinguistics, along with other branches
of linguistics and social sciences, offers the best tools for understanding our evolving social nature.
Each chapter presents a state-of-the-art overview of major sub-disciplines within language study and
research, organized into broad thematic areas. Together, these chapters provide a cohesive picture
of the latest theories and findings, forming an integrated overview of the discipline.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Between Worlds Cheryl G. Najarian,
2013-10-14 The purpose of this book is to illustrate the struggles of Deaf women as they negotiate
their family, educational, and work lives. This study demonstrates how these women resist and
overcome the various obstacles that are put before them as well as how they work to negotiate their
identities as Deaf women in the Deaf community, hearing world, and the places 'in between.' The
scope of the book traces these women's lives in these three major sectors of their lives and provides
a discussion of the implications for other linguistic minorities.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary,
1975

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Try Your Hand at This Kathy MacMillan,
2005-11-10 American Sign Language is more than just an assortment of gestures. It is a full-fledged
unique language, with all the characteristics of such. This helpful and user-friendly guide for
librarians and other library personnel involved in library programming demonstrates everything
from how to set up programming involving sign language for all ages to dealing with and paying
interpreters. The book also discusses how to publicize programs to the public and within the deaf
community and how to evaluate and improve the library's sign language collection. Kathy
MacMillan's impressive understanding and knowledge of the deaf community and the importance of
sign language as well as her exceptional handling of the numerous erroneous myths about deafness
and sign language that are, unfortunately, still often current make this handbook an indispensable
tool for all library personnel looking to reach out to the deaf and hard-of-hearing community.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie
Gertz, Patrick Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection




of articles defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical
and intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges
and universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Reading the Unwritten Sharon Allen, 1998

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: My Yesterdays Mervin D. Garretson,
2010-10-04

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The Overcomers Molly Noble Bull, Jane
Myers Perrine, Ruth Scofield, Margaret Daley, Ginny Aiken, 2011-11-15 Did you ever try to push a
one hundredpound rock up a hill with nothing but a toothpick? If you can imagine what that might
be like, you have some idea how difficult it is for a child with a learning problem to read or spell ten
simple words. It takes a huge amount of energy to push a heavy rock up a hill. It takes an equal
amount of mental strength for a child with dyslexia to read and spell, and at the end of either of
these strenuous activities, both the rock pusher and the child are exhausted. Five published
Christian authors with learning disabilities wrote this book from their own experiences. It is their
hope that others will be encouraged from reading how they overcame. An inspiring account of five
amazing women authors who demonstrated how creativity and perceptual talents go hand-in-hand
with dyslexia and ADD. Ronald D. Davis, author of The Gift of Dyslexia: Why Some of the Smartest
People Can't Read and How They Can Learn and The Gift of Learning: Proven New Methods for
Correcting ADD, Math & Handwriting Problems. The Overcomers is a must-read for anyone with a
learning disability or knows someone who suffers from that problem. These five amazing authors
have opened their hearts and shared their stories in a way that puts feet to their faith and calls their
readers to do the same. Dont miss this excellent read! Kathi Macias, author of more than thirty
books, including Red Ink, the Golden Scrolls Novel of the Year and Carol Award finalist The
Overcomers is a finalist in the 2011 Women Of Faith Contest. It is in the top 30 out of 660 entrants.
Final contest results will be announced March 31st, 2012.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Preparing for Growth and Marketing in
Today's Church Michael Dixon, 2022-08-05 Churches are facing a crisis of epidemic proportions:
attendance is dropping, empty pews are not being refilled, and doors are closing! Unfortunately, the
leadership in today's churches are not trained, nor equipped, to handle this crisis. Leaders at all
levels must know how to be an effective leader and communicate in a 360-degree radius effectively
with each person they are in contact with. Knowing and understanding what the objectives of the
church are is of paramount importance. Planning for church growth is more than a simple prayer.
Church growth starts with prayers, visions of where God wants the church to go, and an evaluation
and analysis of where the church is. Unfortunately, not every church is prepared for growth and
must take the necessary steps to be prepared for growth. Love sells itself, and love must be shown to
all those who not only enter the church's doors, but throughout the community. Love is not shown by
being the loud carnival barker who is selling chances to win a stuffed animal, but by actions. Love is
a warm smile, a heartfelt welcome, a firm handshake or hug, a short sweet introduction, a sincere
inquiry about the person, and most importantly, love is listening. Love does not sell anything,



especially denominationalism. The life cycle of the church must be understood, and leadership must
know where the church is in the life cycle. In order to extend the church's life cycle, new ideas and
services must be continuously developed and initiated in order to stay relevant. This relevancy leads
to a strong brand for the church. This book was developed with interviews and conversations with
pastors and clergy from all walks of faith and from all areas of the United States. Regardless of the
denomination, this book is designed to guide church leaders through the necessary steps in order to
grow and market your church.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: World Yearbook of Education 2003 Jill
Bourne, Euan Reid, 2003-12-16 The issues raised by the role of language in education are some of
the most important and contentious faced by education systems across the globe. Language is
embedded in the concepts of nationhood and identity, and is therefore directly linked to the very
social and political fabric of a country. In a climate of increasing globalisation, development and
mobility of populations, nations around the world are concerned with the tension between
cultivating a sense of cultural and linguistic cohesion and making use of the linguistic diversity that
exists in every country and region. This book examines the implications and impacts, the dilemmas
and potential for language education in relation to education systems and wider society. Split into
three key parts, it considers: *current issues in language education, including the role of language in
maintaining power and inequalities, in encouraging participation and inclusion and in challenging
the status quo; *different approaches to language education around the world; *the potential for
language to provide opportunities for the disadvantaged, illustrated by case studies of three cities.
This recent volume of the internationally respected World Yearbook of Education continues the
tradition of offering a wide range of international perspectives from leading commentators on a
universal concern. The material amassed here will be essential reading for teacher educators,
education researchers and school leaders across the world.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected
papers from the conference held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Homeschooling on a Shoestring Melissa L.
Morgan, Judith Waite Allee, 2000-03-07 So you want to homeschool but don’t think you can afford it.
This book is a compendium of ideas for the family that wants to start or continue homeschooling on a
tight budget. You'll find it all here: ¢ Ideas for making money while staying at home. ¢ Sources for an
inexpensive curriculum. * Thousands of ideas for affordable teaching tools. * Hundreds of
suggestions for low-cost field trips. * Ways to save on everything from housing to utilities. * Ways to
get free or low-cost computers.

do colleges accept asl as a foreign language: Proficiency in Listening and Reading
Comprehension Hidayet Tuncay, Proficiency in Listening and Reading Comprehension Hidayet
TUNCAY The book is intended to help pre-intermediate (CEFR-B1), intermediate (CEFR-B2),
upper-intermediate (CEFR-C1) and advanced (CEFR-C2) learners of English who are preparing for
proficiency examinations, such as TOEFL, KPDS (Language Proficiency test for Government
Employees), FCE (First Certificate in English), CAE (Certificate in Advanced English), University
Preparatory School Exemption Tests and mainly the Turkish Army Personnel who will take Genel Dil
and ECL (English Comprehension Level). In chapter one, Advanced Reference Grammar Practice
covering 10 major sections of the English Language grammar are presented with specific examples
and supported with tests and exercises. In the end of this chapter a GATE (Grammar Achievement
Test in English) test is given. Chapter two contains a listening part that covers three main sections:
intermediate, upper-intermediate and advanced. The passages contain nearly 30 different topics
ranging from economy to military and are made up of 42 comprehension passages and 15
paragraphs. To ensure the learners' listening comprehension, almost 300 questions are given. All the
passages in this chapter were professionally recorded by 2 native speakers of English. In chapter
three, specifically chosen reading comprehension passages are given in four separate sections:
intermediate (B1), upper-intermediate (B2), advanced (C1) and authentic (C2). The chapter has been
reorganized and new passages are included within 67 passages in almost 30 different topics.




Chapter four, Word practice covers academic, scientific, social and TOEFL, Genel Dil and ECL
vocabulary. Various exercises and tests are given. Most confused and misused words are covered as
well. Chapter five is the testing section which includes practice tests such as 3 English Proficiency
Practice Tests with listening sections, 4 vocabulary and reading comprehension based English
Screening Tests and 1 Proficiency Practice Test for general English Proficiency. All tests cover 800
questions based on listening, reading, structure and vocabulary related to both technical and social
subjects. The book covers various exercises such as 403 comprehensive exercises in the grammar
chapter with a complete test of GATE-Grammar Achievement Test in English. 254 open end and
multiple choice exercises are in listening comprehension. Reading Comprehension chapter covers
746 comprehensive exercises to improve learners’ reading comprehension. In Word Practice
chapter, 198 exercises are given to practice various academic vocabularies which learners may
encounter while practicing language for various exams.
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