return of the living dead parents guide

Return of the Living Dead Parents Guide: What You Need to Know

return of the living dead parents guide is an essential resource for families considering watching
this cult classic horror-comedy film with their teens or preteens. While the movie has gained
popularity for its unique blend of humor, zombies, and 1980s charm, parents often wonder if it’s
appropriate for younger viewers. Navigating the content, themes, and scare factors of "Return of the
Living Dead" can be tricky without some guidance. This article aims to shed light on what parents
should know, helping families make informed decisions about this film.

Understanding the Movie: What Is "Return of the
Living Dead" About?

"Return of the Living Dead" is a 1985 horror-comedy that stands out from typical zombie movies.
Unlike traditional undead flicks, this film combines gore, dark humor, and a punk rock vibe, creating
a unique atmosphere. The story revolves around a group of people who accidentally release a gas
that reanimates the dead, leading to a chaotic zombie outbreak. The film is known for its witty
dialogue and memorable lines while embracing a campy, over-the-top style.

For parents who enjoy horror movies and want to expose their kids to classic genre films,
understanding the tone and content of this movie is the first step. It’s not a serious horror flick like
"Night of the Living Dead"; instead, it leans into satire and playful scares, which can make it more
approachable for certain audiences.

Return of the Living Dead Parents Guide: Content
Overview

Before deciding whether "Return of the Living Dead" is suitable for your family, it’s important to
look at the key elements that might affect younger viewers.

Violence and Gore

One of the most notable aspects of "Return of the Living Dead" is its graphic content. The film
features frequent scenes of zombies attacking humans, with visible blood, gore, and
dismemberment. The special effects are practical and intentionally exaggerated, which adds a
campy feel but doesn’t diminish the intensity of the visuals.

While the film’s gore might be shocking for younger children, teenagers who have some experience
with horror movies may find it thrilling rather than terrifying. Parents should consider their child’s
sensitivity to blood and violence before viewing.



Language and Dialogue

The movie contains strong language, including profanity and slang typical of the 1980s punk
subculture. The dialogue is fast-paced and loaded with humor, but some words or phrases may be
inappropriate for younger viewers. Parents concerned about language should be prepared for this
aspect or consider watching the film together to provide context.

Thematic Elements and Scare Factor

Beyond gore and language, "Return of the Living Dead" explores themes of death, zombies, and
survival, but it does so with a comedic twist. The zombies often make witty comments, breaking the
traditional silent undead trope, which can reduce the fear factor for some viewers.

However, the film does have suspenseful moments, jump scares, and eerie atmospheres typical of
zombie movies. Children who are easily frightened may find some scenes intense, especially those
involving zombie chases or sudden attacks.

Tips for Parents: How to Approach "Return of the
Living Dead" with Your Family

If you're considering watching "Return of the Living Dead" with your children, here are some helpful
tips to ensure a positive experience:

Watch It First

One of the best ways to judge if the movie is appropriate is for parents to watch it beforehand. This
allows you to gauge the level of violence, language, and scares, so you can decide whether it fits
your family's comfort level.

Discuss the Movie’s Humor and Context

Because the film mixes horror with comedy, some scenes may seem confusing or scary for younger
viewers. Talking about the satirical elements and explaining that zombies are fictional can help ease
anxiety and make the viewing experience more enjoyable.

Set Viewing Boundaries

If you decide to watch the movie with kids, make sure to set expectations. Let them know that some
parts might be intense or gory, and encourage them to speak up if they feel uncomfortable. Pausing
or skipping certain scenes is always an option.



Use It as a Conversation Starter

"Return of the Living Dead" can open doors to discussions about horror genres, special effects
makeup, or even the history of zombie films. Engaging with your child about what they saw helps
build media literacy and critical thinking skills.

Age Recommendations and Ratings

The original "Return of the Living Dead" film carries an R rating, primarily for its graphic violence
and language. This means that it’s officially recommended for viewers aged 17 and older in the
United States. Many parents might find this rating a helpful guideline.

However, every child is different. Some mature teenagers may handle the content well, while others
might find it overwhelming. For younger viewers, especially under 13, this movie is generally not
advised due to the intensity of the gore and violent scenes.

Similar Movies and Alternatives for Younger Viewers

If "Return of the Living Dead" seems too intense for your child but you want to introduce them to
zombie-themed entertainment, there are gentler alternatives worth considering.

e ParaNorman (2012): An animated film that blends comedy and spooky themes in a kid-
friendly way.

e Shaun of the Dead (2004): A zombie comedy with some adult themes but less graphic
violence, suitable for older teens.

e The Addams Family (1991): While not about zombies, it offers a spooky yet humorous vibe
perfect for younger viewers.

These films provide a starting point for introducing horror and supernatural genres without the
intensity of "Return of the Living Dead."

Why "Return of the Living Dead" Is a Cult Classic
Worth Knowing

Despite its mature content, "Return of the Living Dead" holds a special place in horror film history.
It’s credited with popularizing the idea of zombies craving brains specifically, a quirky addition to
the zombie mythology. Its punk rock soundtrack, memorable characters, and blend of horror and
humor have earned it a devoted fan base.



For parents who are fans of horror or want to share a piece of cinematic history with their teens,
understanding this film’s significance can make watching it a more meaningful experience. It also
opens the door to exploring the evolution of zombie movies, from scary to satirical.

Watching "Return of the Living Dead" with family can be a fun way to bond over shared scares and
laughs, as long as everyone is prepared for its mature themes. The key is open communication and
knowing your child’s comfort zone.

Whether you're a horror aficionado or simply curious about this iconic 80s flick, the return of the
living dead parents guide helps demystify what to expect and how to approach the movie in a family-
friendly manner. With the right preparation, this cult classic can be a memorable movie night that
balances chills with chuckles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall content rating of 'Return of the Living
Dead' according to the parents guide?

'Return of the Living Dead' is generally rated R due to its horror and comedic elements, including
gore, language, and thematic content.

Are there any graphic scenes or gore in ‘Return of the Living
Dead' that parents should be aware of?

Yes, the film contains graphic zombie-related gore and special effects that might be disturbing for
younger viewers.

Does 'Return of the Living Dead' contain strong language or
profanity?

Yes, the movie includes moderate to strong language which may not be suitable for children.

Are there any frightening scenes that could be too intense for
younger children in 'Return of the Living Dead'?

Yes, the film has several scary and suspenseful scenes involving zombies that could be frightening
for younger audiences.

Is there any sexual content or nudity in 'Return of the Living
Dead'?

There is minimal sexual content and brief nudity that parents might want to be aware of.



Does 'Return of the Living Dead' convey any particular moral
or message that parents should consider?

The film primarily focuses on horror-comedy entertainment and does not convey a strong moral
message, but it does portray consequences of tampering with dangerous substances.

Is drug or alcohol use depicted in 'Return of the Living Dead'?

Yes, there are some references and depictions of drug and alcohol use in a casual manner.

Would 'Return of the Living Dead' be appropriate for
teenagers, or is it more suitable for adults?

The film is generally more suitable for older teenagers and adults due to its horror, gore, and
language.

Are there any positive themes or role models in 'Return of the
Living Dead' that parents can highlight?

While the movie is mostly a horror-comedy, themes of friendship and teamwork among the main
characters can be seen as positive aspects.

Additional Resources

Return of the Living Dead Parents Guide: Navigating Content for Family Viewing

return of the living dead parents guide serves as an essential resource for guardians and
caregivers seeking to understand the content, themes, and suitability of the cult classic horror-
comedy film “Return of the Living Dead.” This guide aims to dissect the film’s narrative elements,
graphic content, and overall tone to help parents make informed decisions about the movie’s
appropriateness for younger viewers. Given the film’s unique place in horror cinema and its blend of
dark humor with graphic imagery, a detailed analysis is crucial for those concerned about age-
appropriate media consumption.

Understanding the Context and Content of “Return of
the Living Dead”

Released in 1985, “Return of the Living Dead” diverges from traditional zombie movies by combining
horror with irreverent comedy. Directed by Dan O’Bannon, it introduces a story where a military
chemical inadvertently reanimates the dead, leading to chaotic zombie outbreaks. Unlike more
straightforward horror films, this movie is known for its tongue-in-cheek approach, self-referential
humor, and iconic portrayal of zombies that crave brains rather than mere human flesh.

For parents, the primary concerns typically revolve around the film’s graphic violence, language,



and thematic elements. The movie’s depiction of decomposing zombies, scenes of gore, and intense
sequences are often unsettling. As such, understanding the content specifics within a parents guide
framework is valuable when considering if the film is suitable for children or sensitive viewers.

Graphic Violence and Gore

One of the most notable aspects of “Return of the Living Dead” is its explicit depiction of violence.
The film does not shy away from showing zombies in various states of decay, as well as scenes
involving dismemberment and bloodshed. While these scenes are stylized with a certain campy flair,
the intensity remains high enough to be disturbing for younger audiences.

Some of the scenes include:

e Zombies attacking humans with graphic bites and scratches.
e Visuals of decomposed bodies and exposed skeletal structures.

e Instances of characters suffering severe injuries, including dismemberment.

This level of graphic content aligns with the movie’s R rating, which advises parental discretion due
to mature themes and imagery.

Language and Dialogue

The film features frequent strong language, including profanity and coarse expressions that
contribute to the gritty atmosphere. Such language is typical of horror films from the 1980s, aiming
to enhance realism and appeal to adult audiences. Parents looking to screen the film for teenagers
should weigh the impact of this language in their decision-making process, particularly for younger
or more sensitive viewers.

Thematic Elements and Humor

“Return of the Living Dead” is distinct in its use of dark comedy to offset the horror elements. The
film satirizes zombie tropes and horror clichés, which may appeal to older teens and adults who
appreciate genre-savvy humor. However, younger children might find the mix of humor and horror
confusing or frightening.

Themes explored include:

e Death and resurrection, portrayed in a fantastical and often grotesque manner.

e Military experimentation and unintended consequences, which may require contextual



understanding.

e Survival and chaos during a zombie outbreak, with undertones of social commentary.

While the humor lightens the narrative’s tone, it does not mitigate the intense visual and thematic
content that parents need to consider.

Comparing “Return of the Living Dead” to Other
Zombie Films

When placed alongside other zombie films such as George A. Romero’s “Night of the Living Dead” or
“Dawn of the Dead,” “Return of the Living Dead” stands out for its blend of horror and comedy.
Romero’s films tend to be more serious, focusing on social allegory and suspense, whereas “Return
of the Living Dead” embraces camp and explicit gore.

From a parental perspective, the movie’s tone might be more approachable for older teens who are
familiar with horror conventions, but the graphic content remains intense. In comparison, some
modern zombie films may offer less gore and more psychological suspense, which could be more
suitable for sensitive viewers.

Age Recommendations and Ratings

The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) rated “Return of the Living Dead” as R,
indicating that viewers under 17 require accompanying parent or adult guardian due to strong
horror violence, gore, and language. This rating is consistent with the film’s explicit content,
suggesting that it is not appropriate for young children.

Parents seeking to introduce their teenagers to zombie cinema might consider this film suitable for

viewers aged 16 and above, depending on individual maturity levels. It is advisable to preview the
film beforehand to gauge if its content aligns with family comfort levels.

Practical Tips for Parents Considering this Film

To assist parents in making an informed decision about “Return of the Living Dead,” the following
practical tips may prove helpful:

1. Preview the Film: Watching the movie beforehand allows parents to assess specific scenes
that might be too intense.

2. Discuss Content with Children: Preparing children for the graphic nature and dark humor
can ease potential distress.



3. Consider Viewing Environment: Watching the film in a group with adults present can
provide immediate support for younger viewers.

4. Use Parental Controls: Utilize streaming platforms’ parental controls to restrict access if
deemed necessary.

5. Compare with Other Films: If uncertain, explore less graphic zombie movies to introduce
the genre.

These strategies help maintain a balance between exposing young viewers to classic horror and
protecting them from potentially harmful imagery.

Educational Value and Media Literacy

While “Return of the Living Dead” is primarily entertainment, it can also serve as a tool to discuss
media literacy and genre conventions. Parents and educators can leverage the film’s self-aware tone
to explore how horror movies use visual effects, storytelling, and humor to create specific audience
experiences.

Discussing the film’s historical context—its place in 1980s horror cinema and its influence on the
zombie genre—can enhance critical viewing skills and appreciation for film artistry.

Where to Watch and Accessibility

“Return of the Living Dead” is widely available through various platforms, including DVD, Blu-ray,
and streaming services. Parents interested in the parents guide context should check for versions
that include content warnings or edited cuts.

Some releases offer additional behind-the-scenes footage or director’s commentary, which can
provide further insight into the film’s production and thematic intentions. These features may be
valuable for parents aiming to contextualize the movie’s content for younger viewers.

The accessibility of the film through popular streaming platforms also enables parental control
features, allowing guardians to set restrictions or monitor viewing times effectively.

In sum, the return of the living dead parents guide highlights the importance of understanding the
film’s explicit content, thematic complexity, and unique tone before sharing it with younger
audiences. Its combination of graphic horror and dark humor presents both challenges and
opportunities for family viewing. By carefully considering these factors and implementing thoughtful
viewing strategies, parents can navigate the film’s content responsibly while appreciating its
enduring place in horror cinema history.



Return Of The Living Dead Parents Guide

return of the living dead parents guide: A Parents' Guide for Children's Questions Benito
Casados, 2010-07-16 Children by nature are curious about the world and people around them. As
they grow older their level of awareness increases and questions begin to pour from their inquiring
minds. Their questions maybe motivated by what they hear and see in their surroundings, what they
see on television or what they are trying to learn in school. In most cases the burden of answering
these questions falls on the parents. Parents are busy people. Children want the answers right now.
This guide will provide answers for many questions traditionally asked by children between the ages
of eight and sixteen. This guide is published in E-Book format only and is intended to reside in your
e-book reader so the information is easily accessed whether at home or on the road.

return of the living dead parents guide: The Horror Show Guide Mike Mayo, 2013-04-01
This cinefile’s guidebook covers the horror genre monstrously well! Find reviews of over 1,000 of the
best, weirdest, wickedest, wackiest, and most entertaining scary movies from every age of horror!
Atomic bombs, mad serial killers, zealous zombies, maniacal monsters lurking around every corner,
and the unleashing of technology, rapidly changing and dominating our lives. Slasher and splatter
films. Italian giallo and Japanese city-stomping monster flicks. Psychological horrors, spoofs, and
nature running amuck. You will find these terrors and many more in The Horror Show Guide: The
Ultimate Frightfest of Movies. No gravestone is left unturned to bring you entertaining critiques,
fascinating top-ten lists, numerous photos, and extensive credit information to satisfy even the most
die-hard fans. Written by a fan for fans, The Horror Show Guide helps lead even the uninitiated to
unexpected treasures of unease and mayhem with lists of similar motifs, including ... Urban Horrors
Nasty Bugs, Mad Scientists and Maniacal Medicos Evil Dolls Bad Hair Days Big Bad Werewolves
Most Appetizing Cannibals Classic Ghost Stories Fiendish Families Guilty Pleasures Literary
Adaptations Horrible Highways and Byways Post-Apocalyptic Horrors Most Regrettable Remakes
Towns with a Secret and many more. With reviews on many overlooked, underappreciated gems,
new devotees and discriminating dark-cinema enthusiasts alike will love this big, beautiful, end-all,
be-all guide to an always popular film genre. With many photos, illustrations, and other graphics,
The Horror Show Guide is richly illustrated. Its helpful appendix of movie credits, bibliography, and
extensive index add to its usefulness.

return of the living dead parents guide: The Walking Dead: Survivor's Guide Robert
Kirkman, 2011-10-19 Everything you've ever wanted to know about the cast of The Walking Dead.
The Survivor's Guide is a handy checklist of all the characters who have appeared in the series thus
far, alive or dead. This series is a can't-miss supplement to the hit comic book series that is now a hit
TV series on AMC!

return of the living dead parents guide: Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide , 1996

return of the living dead parents guide: Video Movie Guide 1998 Mick Martin, Marsha
Porter, 1997 Reviews thousands of movies and rates each film according to a five-star rating system,
and features cross-indexing by title, director, and cast.

return of the living dead parents guide: Legacy of Blood Jim Harper, 2004 Combining
in-depth analysis with over 200 film reviews, 'Legacy of Blood' is a comprehensive examination of
the slasher movie and its conventions to date, from 'Halloweeen' to '‘Scream' and beyond.

return of the living dead parents guide: TV Guide , 2007

return of the living dead parents guide: Billboard , 1994-04-02 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

return of the living dead parents guide: Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 1997
Leonard Maltin, 1996 This number one bestselling movie guide is now better than ever! It has been



https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-089/return-of-the-living-dead-parents-guide.pdf

the movie buff's indispensable reference source for 27 years. With a new revision every year, it's the
most complete and up-to-date guide of its kind. From box-office smashes to cult classics to
forgettable bombs, this guide has it all.

return of the living dead parents guide: The Whole Story John E. Simkin, 1996 This work is
the only comprehensive guide to sequels in English, with over 84,000 works by 12,500 authors in
17,000 sequences.

return of the living dead parents guide: The Time Out Film Guide Tom Milne, 1989

return of the living dead parents guide: Time Out Film Guide John Pym, 2004 This guide is a
collection of engaging and provocative capsule reviews of films across the spectrum of cinema
history, from Russian silent movies to American comedies, classic documentaries to Japanese anime,
and beyond.

return of the living dead parents guide: A Critical Guide to Horror Film Series Ken Hanke,
2013-12-04 In this book the author takes a fresh look at horror film series as series and presents an
understanding of how the genre thrived in this format for a large portion of its history. It sheds light
on older films such as the Universal and the Hammer series films on Dracula, Frankenstein and the
Mummy as well as putting more recent series into perspective, such as The Nightmare on Elm Street
films. A well rounded review of these films and investigation into their success as a format, this
useful volume, originally published in 1991, offers an attempt to understand the marriage of horror
and the series film, with its pluses as well as minuses.

return of the living dead parents guide: New York Magazine , 1980-12-29 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return of the living dead parents guide: Horror Films by Subgenre Chris Vander Kaay,
Kathleen Fernandez-Vander Kaay, 2016-02-02 More horror movies are produced and released each
year than any other film genre. While horror enjoys broad popularity, many hardcore fans
voraciously consume films from their favorite subgenres while avoiding others entirely. This says
something interesting about the films and their audiences. This primer and reference guide defines
and explores 75 alphabetically listed subgenres of horror film, from Abduction to Witchcraft and two
Zombie subgenres. Each sizeable entry provides a critical survey of the subgenre, a detailed
examination of its characteristic elements and themes, and a discussion of three or four exemplary
titles as well as other titles of interest.

return of the living dead parents guide: New York Magazine , 1981-02-09 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return of the living dead parents guide: Getting to 30 Jeffrey Jensen Arnett, Elizabeth
Fishel, 2013-05-14 “This is the book parents have been waiting for”—Michael Thompson, coauthor of
Raising Cain. The book that is “helpful, hopeful, and engaging”—]eanne Brooks-Gunn, Ph.D.,
Columbia University. It is the book that addresses the new reality for parents of kids in their 20s and
the issues that everyone in the media is talking about: When will this new generation of
20-somethings leave home, find love, start a career, settle down—grow up? And it's the book that
will soothe your nerves. It’s loaded with information about what to expect and guidance on what to
do when problems arise (as they probably will). In other words, this is the book parents
need—Getting to 30, by Jeffrey Jensen Arnett, the world's leading authority on the post-adolescent
phase he named emerging adulthood, and Elizabeth Fishel, author of Sisters and other books. As
Getting to 30 shows, the road to adulthood is longer than we think—and, for parents, bumpier. It



explains what’s really happening to your 18- to 29-year-old, including the story behind your child’s
moods. The phenomenon of the boomerang child—and why it’s actually a good thing, for parents and
kids. The new landscape of 20-something romance. And it gives all the tools parents need to deal
with the challenges, from six ways to listen more than you talk, to knowing when to open (and close)
the Bank of Mom and Dad while saving for retirement, to figuring out the protocol for social media.
Published in hardcover as When Will My Grown-Up Kid Grow Up?, Getting to 30 includes the latest
research on the optimistic and supportive attitude most parents have regarding their 20-something
children.

return of the living dead parents guide: Halloween A Scary Film Guide Terry Rowan,
2015-02-07 A look at the films and TV shows that pertain to the festive holiday of Halloween and
including all the activities at this scary time. Carving jack-o-lanterns, apple bobbing, playing pranks,
telling scary ghost stories, and watching horror movies. Also the many Halloween traditions and
customs are covered. Which include safety tips and ways to decorate your house haunting!

return of the living dead parents guide: United States Official Postal Guide ... United States.
Post Office Department, 1896

return of the living dead parents guide: New York Magazine , 1988-02-08 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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