
history of the pentacle
The Enigmatic Journey: Exploring the History of the Pentacle

history of the pentacle is a fascinating tale that weaves through ancient civilizations,
mystical traditions, and modern spiritual practices. This symbol, often recognized as a
five-pointed star enclosed within a circle, carries with it a rich tapestry of meanings and
uses that have evolved over millennia. From its origins in ancient cultures to its
significance in contemporary witchcraft and symbolism, the pentacle’s story is as intricate
as the symbol itself.

Origins of the Pentacle: Tracing the Symbol Back
in Time

Understanding the history of the pentacle means traveling back thousands of years to
uncover its earliest appearances. The pentacle as a shape—the pentagram—has been
found in artifacts and texts dating as far back as 3500 BCE. Ancient Mesopotamians, for
example, inscribed pentagram-like symbols on clay tablets, which scholars believe
represented celestial bodies or directions.

The Pentagram in Ancient Civilizations

The five-pointed star wasn’t just a random geometric figure; it held symbolic weight in
several cultures:

- **Sumerians and Babylonians:** The pentagram was used as a sign of imperial power
and a representation of the four corners of the earth plus the heavens.
- **Ancient Egypt:** Though less common, the star shape appeared in hieroglyphs and was
linked to the concept of the afterlife and protection.
- **Ancient Greece:** The Pythagoreans revered the pentagram as a symbol of
mathematical perfection and harmony. It represented health and was called the “Hygieia,”
after the goddess of health and cleanliness.

These early interpretations highlight the pentacle’s deep connection to natural elements,
cosmic order, and spirituality, laying the groundwork for its future mystic symbolism.

The Pentacle in Medieval and Renaissance Europe

The history of the pentacle takes a more mystical turn during the Middle Ages and
Renaissance when it became a key symbol in alchemy, magic, and occult practices.



Magic, Protection, and the Pentacle

In medieval Europe, the pentacle was often drawn on amulets or talismans to invoke
protection against evil spirits and malevolent forces. The figure’s five points were
interpreted as representing the five elements—earth, air, fire, water, and spirit (or
ether)—a concept critical to many esoteric traditions.

The pentacle was distinct from the pentagram in that it was typically enclosed within a
circle, symbolizing unity and wholeness. This circle was said to bind the elements
together, creating a powerful emblem of balance and protection.

Influence of Renaissance Occultism

During the Renaissance, scholars like Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa and John Dee further
entrenched the pentacle’s role in magical systems. Agrippa’s seminal work on occult
philosophy described the pentacle as an emblem of divine knowledge and a tool in
ceremonial magic. John Dee, advisor to Queen Elizabeth I, used pentacles inscribed with
mystical symbols to communicate with angels, reflecting its use in angelology and spiritual
mediation.

These developments cemented the pentacle’s association with sacred geometry, divine
power, and magical practice—a legacy that continues in contemporary spiritual paths.

The Pentacle in Modern Spirituality and
Witchcraft

The history of the pentacle is not just a story of the past; it’s alive and vibrant in today’s
spiritual and religious movements, particularly within Wicca and modern paganism.

The Pentacle in Wiccan Tradition

In Wicca, the pentacle is one of the most recognizable symbols. It embodies the
interconnectedness of the five elements and serves as a protective emblem. Wiccans often
wear pentacle jewelry or use pentacles as ritual tools to cast circles and anchor energy
during ceremonies.

Unlike the pentagram, which can sometimes be depicted with a single point downward
(associated with different meanings), the pentacle’s encircling ring emphasizes unity and
balance, reinforcing the spiritual worldview of harmony between the physical and spiritual
realms.



Symbolism and Meaning in Contemporary Use

Beyond Wicca, the pentacle has found diverse meanings:

- **Protection:** Many people wear or display pentacles as a talisman to ward off negative
energies.
- **Balance and Harmony:** The symbol acts as a reminder of the balance between
material life and spiritual growth.
- **Personal Empowerment:** Some use the pentacle as a tool for meditation and focus,
harnessing its geometric energy to cultivate inner strength.

This enduring relevance speaks to the pentacle’s adaptability and its deep-rooted
symbolism that resonates across cultures and belief systems.

Common Misconceptions and Cultural
Interpretations

Because of its mysterious appearance and association with magic, the pentacle has often
been misunderstood. Exploring the history of the pentacle helps clarify these
misconceptions.

Confusion Between Pentacle and Pentagram

Many people use the terms pentacle and pentagram interchangeably, but there are subtle
distinctions:

- **Pentagram:** The five-pointed star itself, which may be open or enclosed.
- **Pentacle:** Typically a pentagram enclosed within a circle, often used as a magical tool
or talisman.

Recognizing this difference is important when studying historical texts or modern spiritual
practices.

Pop Culture and Symbolic Misinterpretations

In popular culture, the pentacle sometimes appears linked to dark magic or satanic rituals,
largely due to sensationalized media or misunderstanding of its symbolism. Historically,
however, the pentacle has been a symbol of protection, balance, and sacred knowledge. Its
association with evil is a relatively modern, culturally specific attribution rather than a
reflection of its true origins.



How the Pentacle Inspires Today’s Artistic and
Spiritual Expressions

The history of the pentacle is also a story of artistic evolution. From ancient carvings to
modern jewelry, the pentacle’s design has inspired countless artists and spiritual
practitioners.

Design Elements and Symbolic Art

Artists often incorporate the pentacle into:

- **Jewelry:** Pendants, rings, and earrings that symbolize personal beliefs.
- **Tattoos:** As a mark of protection, identity, or spiritual alignment.
- **Ritual Tools:** Carved wood, metal, or stone pentacles used on altars or sacred spaces.

The clean lines and geometric precision of the pentacle make it a compelling symbol that
bridges the worlds of art, spirituality, and mysticism.

Tips for Incorporating the Pentacle Into Your Spiritual
Practice

If you feel drawn to the pentacle, here are a few ways to honor its energy:

- **Meditate on the Elements:** Use the pentacle as a visual focus to connect with earth,
air, fire, water, and spirit.
- **Create a Personal Pentacle:** Design your own pentacle talisman incorporating
symbols or materials meaningful to you.
- **Use it in Rituals:** Place a pentacle on your altar or hold it during meditation to
reinforce protection and balance.

By understanding the history of the pentacle, you can deepen your connection to this
ancient symbol and integrate its powerful meanings into your own life.

The pentacle’s journey through time reveals a symbol that transcends cultures and
epochs, embodying humanity’s quest for harmony, protection, and spiritual insight.
Whether encountered in ancient tablets or modern ceremonies, its enduring presence
invites us to explore the mysteries of the universe and our place within it.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the origin of the pentacle symbol in history?
The pentacle, a five-pointed star enclosed in a circle, has origins dating back to ancient
Mesopotamia and Greece, where it was used as a symbol of protection and balance. It was
later adopted by various cultures including the Pythagoreans who associated it with
mathematical perfection.

How was the pentacle used in medieval Europe?
In medieval Europe, the pentacle was commonly used in magical and alchemical texts as a
protective symbol. It was often associated with warding off evil spirits and was used in
rituals, talismans, and amulets by practitioners of occult arts.

What is the difference between a pentacle and a
pentagram?
A pentagram is a five-pointed star drawn with five straight strokes, while a pentacle
typically refers to a pentagram enclosed within a circle. The circle is believed to enhance
the protective and magical properties of the symbol.

How did the pentacle become associated with Wicca and
modern paganism?
The pentacle was adopted by Wicca and modern paganism in the mid-20th century as a
symbol of the five elements (earth, air, fire, water, and spirit) and spiritual protection. It
represents harmony and balance in nature and is commonly used in rituals and jewelry.

Has the meaning of the pentacle changed over time?
Yes, the meaning of the pentacle has evolved over time. Originally a symbol of protection
and mathematical harmony, it has taken on various spiritual and mystical meanings,
particularly in occult and neopagan traditions, where it symbolizes unity, protection, and
the elements.

Additional Resources
The History of the Pentacle: Unveiling the Symbol’s Origins and Evolution

History of the pentacle is a subject that has intrigued historians, occultists, and scholars
for centuries. This enigmatic symbol, often depicted as a five-pointed star enclosed within
a circle, carries a rich tapestry of meanings and associations across various cultures and
epochs. Its presence spans ancient civilizations, religious rites, mystical traditions, and
contemporary popular culture, making the pentacle a fascinating artifact for investigation.
Understanding the history of the pentacle not only sheds light on its symbolic evolution
but also reveals how its interpretations have shifted, reflecting broader societal changes
and spiritual paradigms.



Origins and Early Appearances

The pentacle’s origins can be traced back to ancient Mesopotamia, where early
civilizations such as the Sumerians used star-like symbols with five points to represent
celestial bodies and divine forces. Archaeological findings, including cuneiform tablets
dating to around 3000 BCE, suggest that the pentagram or pentacle served as a cosmic
emblem, symbolizing the harmony of the universe.

In ancient Greece, the pentacle became closely associated with the Pythagoreans, a
philosophical group that revered mathematical harmony and saw the pentagram as a
representation of health and perfection. Pythagoras and his followers attributed mystical
significance to the geometric proportions of the pentagram, believing it embodied the
golden ratio and the balance of the elements—earth, air, fire, water, and spirit. This
connection between numerology and spirituality laid a foundational framework for later
esoteric use.

The Pentacle in Religious and Mystical Traditions

Throughout history, the pentacle has been embraced by various religious and mystical
traditions, each attributing distinct meanings to the symbol. In early Christianity, the five-
pointed star occasionally represented the five wounds of Christ, symbolizing sacrifice and
redemption. However, this association was less prevalent compared to other Christian
symbols.

During the Middle Ages, the pentacle took on a more occult dimension. It became
prominent in alchemical texts and grimoires, where it was used as a protective talisman
against evil spirits and malevolent forces. The symbol was believed to harness spiritual
energy and serve as a conduit for invoking divine protection. Medieval mystics and
ceremonial magicians often inscribed pentacles on amulets or ritual tools to enhance their
efficacy.

The Renaissance period saw a resurgence of interest in Hermeticism and esoteric
knowledge. Scholars like Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa elaborated on the pentacle’s
symbolism, linking it to the microcosm and macrocosm—the reflection of the universe
within the human being. Agrippa’s influential work, “Three Books of Occult Philosophy,”
discusses the pentacle as a powerful emblem representing the quintessence, or fifth
element, which is the spiritual substance uniting the material world.

The Pentacle and Witchcraft: From Symbolism to
Practice

The pentacle is perhaps most famously associated with modern witchcraft and Wicca. Its
adoption in these practices illustrates how the symbol has evolved from abstract
geometric and philosophical meanings into a practical emblem of spiritual identity and
ritual.



The Rise of Wicca and the Pentacle’s Role

When Gerald Gardner founded Wicca in the mid-20th century, he incorporated the
pentacle as a central symbol representing the interconnectedness of the elements and the
divine feminine and masculine principles. Unlike the pentagram, which sometimes appears
without the encircling line, the pentacle’s enclosing circle signifies unity, protection, and
the eternal cycle of life.

In Wiccan rituals, pentacles are often crafted on physical objects—engraved on altar tools,
worn as jewelry, or drawn in ritual spaces. The pentacle serves multiple functions: as a
focus for meditation, a symbol of spiritual protection, and a representation of the
practitioner’s connection to nature and cosmic forces.

Variations in Symbolism and Usage

It is important to distinguish between the pentacle and the pentagram, as their meanings
and applications can differ. The pentagram is a five-pointed star without the surrounding
circle and has been used in different contexts, sometimes carrying negative connotations
due to its association with inverted forms in popular media.

The pentacle, with its encircling ring, traditionally emphasizes wholeness and sacredness.
In various esoteric traditions, the orientation of the star affects its interpretation: a point-
up pentacle generally symbolizes spirit triumphing over matter, whereas an inverted
pentacle can signify the opposite or be used in specific ritual contexts.

Symbolic Features and Cultural Impact

The pentacle’s enduring presence across cultures is a testament to its versatility and
profound symbolic resonance. Its geometric simplicity belies complex layers of meaning,
which vary depending on cultural and religious frameworks.

Protection: Historically, the pentacle has been considered a protective emblem,
warding off evil influences in both folk magic and ceremonial magic.

Balance and Harmony: The five points reflect elemental balance and the unity of
physical and spiritual realms.

Identity and Belonging: In contemporary paganism and witchcraft, the pentacle
acts as a badge of spiritual identity, symbolizing connection to nature and ancient
wisdom.

Misinterpretations: Popular culture and media have sometimes distorted the
pentacle’s meaning, associating it erroneously with malevolent forces or satanic
worship.



Comparisons with Other Symbols

The pentacle stands alongside other sacred symbols such as the hexagram (Star of David)
and the Ankh, each carrying unique connotations in their respective traditions. Unlike the
hexagram, which primarily symbolizes unity in Judaic contexts, the pentacle’s emphasis is
on elemental balance and spiritual protection. Its circular enclosure differentiates it from
standalone geometric shapes, reinforcing its holistic symbolism.

The Pentacle in Modern Culture and Spirituality

In recent decades, the pentacle has transcended its mystical origins to become a
mainstream icon of alternative spirituality, neo-paganism, and even fashion. The symbol’s
adaptability has allowed it to resonate with diverse audiences, from those seeking esoteric
knowledge to individuals embracing new-age spirituality.

The rise of online communities and the resurgence of interest in witchcraft have amplified
the pentacle’s visibility. It features prominently in literature, art, and media that explore
themes of magic, empowerment, and nature reverence. Moreover, its use in jewelry and
tattoos reflects a broader cultural acceptance and reinterpretation of ancient symbols to
express personal belief systems.

However, the pentacle’s widespread adoption also invites critical reflection on cultural
appropriation and the commercialization of sacred symbols. For practitioners rooted in
tradition, maintaining the pentacle’s spiritual integrity remains a priority amidst its
popularization.

The history of the pentacle reveals a symbol that is as multifaceted as the cultures it has
touched. From ancient celestial emblems to modern spiritual icons, the pentacle continues
to symbolize humanity’s enduring quest for meaning, protection, and connection to the
unseen forces shaping our existence.

History Of The Pentacle

  history of the pentacle: Magic of the Pearl Pentacle Jane Meredith, Fio Gede Parma, Phoenix
LeFae, 2025-03-08 Through its five attributes of Love, Law, Wisdom, Liberty, and Knowledge, the
Pearl Pentacle shows you how to engage intimately with your community. This book helps you
develop a deep and dynamic connection with yourself and others through numerous hands-on
activities. Featuring contributions by ten authors and teachers, including Starhawk, Irisanya Moon,
and Dawn Isidora, Magic of the Pearl Pentacle is written from the Reclaiming Witchcraft
perspective. This passionate collaboration between diverse voices explores each point of the
pentacle in depth, delving into philosophical, magical, political, personal, and social ideas. These
words invite us to take up this work; to kiss the moon, the sea, and the stars in our blood.
  history of the pentacle: A History of the Senses Robert Jütte, 2005 Jutte charts the

https://stg.hffa.com/archive-th-089/history-of-the-pentacle.pdf


development of our attitudes and relationships to our senses from antiquity through to the 20th
century, creating a tapestry of different traditions, images, metaphors, and ideas that have survived
through time.
  history of the pentacle: History of the ancient and honorable fraternity of Free and accepted
masons, and concordant orders, written by a board of editors. H.L. Stillson, ed.-in-chief Henry
Leonard Stillson, 1890
  history of the pentacle: The Truth Laurel, 2005 The Truth is the award-winning first book in
The Oracle Institute foundational trilogy. It presents a summary of the divine messages sent to us by
God through the Prophets. When studied successively, these spiritual lessons form a Tower of Truth
that should not be broken or interpreted along sectarian lines. Instead, these Truths should be
assimilated into a contemporary spiritual and scientific database and shared by everyone, regardless
of religious affiliation.The Truth explores the five primary religions that evolved after the Prophets
died: Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam, to determine whether these manmade
religions have remained faithful to the Truth, including the primordial Truth that God is half
masculine and half feminine energy. The Truth reveals that mankind has built a Tower of Babel with
God's messages. Moreover, these now ancient religions have polarized humanity and brought us to
the brink of World War III. The book also includes an objective template for measuring the adequacy
of any religion, and an Appendix that shows the nexus between politics and religion and politics
thought human history.
  history of the pentacle: The History, Principles and Practice of Symbolism in Christian
Art Frederick Edward Hulme, 1892
  history of the pentacle: Hexed and Hallowed: The True Story of Witches, Then and Now
Robert J Dornan, 2025-02-03 For centuries, witches have been feared, revered, and misunderstood.
From the chilling trials of Salem and Pendle Hill to the whispered legends of dark magic and secret
covens, the story of witches is woven into the very fabric of history. But witchcraft is more than
superstition—it's a living, evolving practice that continues to shape modern spirituality and culture.
Hexed and Hallowed takes readers on a spellbinding journey through time, unraveling the truth
behind infamous witch hunts, the lives of history’s most legendary witches, and the spells that once
sent shockwaves through society. Join us in leaning the mysticism of present-day witchcraft, where
healing, nature, and ancient wisdom converge with modern beliefs. Explore Wicca, mediumship, and
the resurgence of spells and rituals that empower practitioners today. Whether you’re a seeker of
knowledge, a lover of dark history, or simply enchanted by the allure of the unknown, Hexed and
Hallowed is the ultimate guide to witches—past, present, and beyond. Step into the circle and
uncover the secrets that have bewitched the world for centuries.
  history of the pentacle: The Secret History of the World and How to Get Out Alive Laura
Knight-Jadczyk, 2005 Previously published as Ancient Science, Secret History contains 150 pages of
new material. The Secret History of The World and How To Get Out Alive is the definitive book of the
real answers where Truth is more fantastic than fiction. Laura Knight-Jadczyk, wife of internationally
known theoretical physicist, Arkadiusz Jadczyk, an expert in hyperdimensional physics, draws on
science and mysticism to pierce the veil of reality. With sparkling humour and wisdom, she picks up
where Fulcanelli left off, sharing over thirty years of research to reveal, for the first time, The Great
Work and the esoteric Science of the Ancients in terms accessible to scholar and layperson
alike.Conspiracies have existed since the time of Cain and Abel. Facts of history have been altered to
support the illusion. The question today is whether a sufficient number of people will see through
the deceptions, thus creating a counter-force for positive change - the gold of humanity - during the
upcoming times of Macro-Cosmic Quantum Shift. Laura argues convincingly, based on the
revelations of the deepest of esoteric secrets, that the present is a time of potential transition, an
extraordinary opportunity for individual and collective renewal: a quantum shift of awareness and
perception which could see the birth of true creativity in the fields of science, art and spirituality.
The Secret History of the World allows us to redefine our interpretation of the universe, history, and
culture and to thereby navigate a path through this darkness. In this way, Laura Knight-Jadczyk



shows us how we may extend the possibilities for all our different futures in literal terms.With over
800 pages of fascinating reading, The Secret History of The World and How to Get Out Alive is
rapidly being acknowledged as a classic with profound implications for the destiny of the human
race. With painstakingly researched facts and figures, the author overturns long-held conventional
ideas on religion, philosophy, Grail legends, science, and alchemy, presenting a cohesive narrative
pointing to the existence of an ancient techno-spirituality of the Golden Age which included a
mastery of space and time: the Holy Grail, the Philosopher's Stone, the True Process of Ascension.
Laura provides the evidence for the advanced level of scientific and metaphysical wisdom possessed
by the greatest of lost ancient civilizations - a culture so advanced that none of the trappings of
civilization as we know it were needed, explaining why there is no 'evidence' of civilization as we
know it left to testify to its existence. The author's consummate synthesis reveals the Message in a
Bottle reserved for humanity, including the Cosmology and Mysticism of mankind Before the Fall
when, as the ancient texts tell us, man walked and talked with the gods. Laura shows us that the
upcoming shift is that point in the vast cosmological cycle when mankind - or at least a portion of
mankind - has the opportunity to regain his standing as The Child of the King in the Golden Age.If
ever there was a book that can answer the questions of those who are seeking Truth in the spiritual
wilderness of this world, then surely The Secret History of the World and How to Get Out Alive is it.
  history of the pentacle: Solomonic Pentacles Emrys Abner, 2025-10-08 Demystify Solomonic
Magic and Create Your Own Pentacles with this New, Modern Approach Solomonic pentacles are
gifts to humanity; they guide us and make our lives easier through powerful magic. Yet they are
often seen as confusing and intimidating. Emrys Abner changes that, making it easy to understand
and use this ancient tradition in your modern practice. He even reveals how to make your own
pentacles based on classic principles. Providing more than sixty pentacles—including twenty new
ones designed around Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto—Emrys shares a fresh perspective on the Key of
Solomon that celebrates the old ways while also encouraging experimentation. He also presents
detailed explanations of the pentacles in that famous text, including their activation psalms and
pathworkings. Representing the next major development in Solomonic magic, this book helps you
forge a deeper relationship with all the pentacles and get more of what you want out of life.
  history of the pentacle: The Cambridge History of Science: Volume 4,
Eighteenth-Century Science David C. Lindberg, Roy Porter, Ronald L. Numbers, 2003-03-17 The
fullest and most complete survey of the development of science in the eighteenth century.
  history of the pentacle: The Truth Behind the Da Vinci Code Richard Abanes, 2004
Discusses many of the controversial assertions in The Da Vinci Code and compares unsupported
claims in the novel to documented historical facts and events.
  history of the pentacle: The Origins of Freemasonry David Stevenson, 1990-09-20 This book is
a new edition of David Stevenson's classic account of the origins of Freemasonry, a brotherhood of
men bound together by secret initiatives, rituals and modes of identification with ideals of fraternity,
equality, toleration and reason. Beginning in Britain, Freemasonry swept across Europe in the
mid-eighteenth century in astonishing fashion--yet its origins are still hotly debated today. The
prevailing assumption has been that it emerged in England around 1700, but David Stevenson
demonstrates that the real origins of modern Freemasonry lie in Scotland around 1600, when the
system of lodges was created by stonemasons with rituals and secrets blending medieval mythology
with Renaissance and seventeenth-century history. This fascinating work of historical detection will
be essential reading for anyone interested in Renaissance and seventeenth-century history, for
freemasons themselves, and for those readers captivated by the secret societies at the heart of the
bestselling The Da Vinci Code. David Stevenson is Emeritus Professor of Scottish History at the
University of St. Andrews. His many previous publications include The Scottish Revolution,
1637-1644; Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Scotland, 1644-1651; and The First Freemasons;
Scotland, Early Lodges and their Members. His most recent book is the The Hunt for Rob Roy
(2004). Previous edition Hb (1988) 0-521-35326-2 Previous edition Pb (1990) 0-521-39654-9
  history of the pentacle: The Bewitching Fate Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-24 Embark on an



enchanting journey into the realm of witchcraft, where ancient secrets and modern practices
intertwine. The Witching Fate invites you to explore the captivating world of the enigmatic
sorceress, unraveling the allure of the occult and demystifying the power of black magic. With
captivating insights into the art of divination, delve into the secrets of fortune-telling through runes,
tea leaves, dreams, and visions. Master the techniques of astral travel and uncover the wisdom of
palmistry, unlocking the mysteries of your own destiny. Discover the profound connection between
herbalism and alchemy, harnessing the healing power of nature to create elixirs, potions, and
talismans. Embrace the transformative power of alchemy, transforming base metals into gold and
unveiling the secrets of medicinal herbs. Step onto the path of the witch, guided by ancient wisdom
and intuition. Awaken the divine feminine within you, connecting with the Earth's energies and
embracing the power of compassion and forgiveness. Explore the significance of the cauldron,
pentacle, and other essential tools, uncovering their symbolism and practical applications. Confront
the darkness within and break free from negative energies. Engage in shadow work and self-healing,
embracing vulnerability and finding solace in the depths of your own being. Cultivate love,
acceptance, and forgiveness, nurturing the witch's heart and finding strength in the face of
adversity. Journey through the challenges and obstacles that await on the witch's path, overcoming
adversity and triumphing over obstacles. Seek mentorship from wise and experienced practitioners,
ascending to the heights of wisdom and embracing the legacy of the ancestors. Discover the witch's
role in society and the future of witchcraft, preserving ancient traditions and passing on the wisdom
of the ages. If you like this book, write a review!
  history of the pentacle: A Grimoire Part I. Life is a Story - story.one Sabazios, 2024-05-13
  history of the pentacle: Medical Symbolism in Connection with Historical Studies in the Arts
of Healing and Hygiene Thomas S. Sozinskey, 1891
  history of the pentacle: Syrian Stone-lore, Or, The Monumental History of Palestine Claude
Reignier Conder, 1887
  history of the pentacle: The History of Magic Eliphas Levi, 1999-01-15 First published in
1913, this classic text is an invaluable source book on the history and practice of magic and
occultism. The contents include: Magic of the Magi, Magic in Ancient Greece, the Kabalah, Primitive
Symbolism, Mysticism, Oracles, Magical Monuments, Magic and Christianity, Pagan Magic,
Kabalistic Paintings and Sacred Emblems, Sorcerers, Magic and Freemasonry, the Illuminati, and
more. Illustrated.
  history of the pentacle: Kenning's Masonic Cyclopaedia and Handbook of Masonic
Archaeology, History, and Biography Adolph Frederick Alexander Woodford, 1878
  history of the pentacle: Journal of the Derbyshire Archaeological and Natural History
Society Derbyshire Archaeological Society, 1887 List of members in each volume.
  history of the pentacle: Mystical Origins of the Tarot Paul Huson, 2004-05-26 A profusely
illustrated history of the occult nature of the tarot from its origins in ancient Persia. The origins of
the tarot have been lost in the mists of time. Most scholars have guessed that its origins were in
China, Egypt, or India. Huson has expertly tracked each symbol of the Minor Arcana to roots in
ancient Persia and the Major Arcana Trump card images to the medieval world of mystery, miracle,
and morality plays. A number of tarot historians have questioned the use of the tarot as a divination
tool prior to the 18th century. But the author demonstrates that the symbolic meanings of the Major
Arcana were evident from the time they were first employed in the mid-15th century in the popular
divination practice of sortilege. He also reveals how the identities of the court cards in the Minor
Arcana were derived from a blend of pagan and medieval sources that strongly influenced their
interpretation in tarot divination.--Publisher marketing.
  history of the pentacle: Pynchon and History Shawn Smith, 2013-11-05 First Published in
2005. While many previous books on Pynchon allude to his fictional engagement with historical
events and figures, this book explores Pynchon as a historical novelist and, by extension, historical
thinker. The book interprets Pynchon's four major novels V., Gravity's Rainbow, Vineland, and
Mason & Dixon through the prism of historical interpretation and representation. In doing so, it



argues that Pynchon's innovative narrative techniques express his philosophy of history and
historical representation through the form of his texts.
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