
the art of john willie
The Art of John Willie: Exploring a Unique Visual Legacy

the art of john willie holds a distinct place in the history of illustration and fetish
culture. Known for his pioneering work during the mid-20th century, John Willie created a
body of art that combined elegance, eroticism, and an unmistakable sense of style. His
illustrations, often centered around themes of bondage, fashion, and empowered
femininity, have influenced generations of artists, designers, and enthusiasts alike. If
you've ever delved into vintage fetish art or the roots of alternative subcultures, chances
are you’ve encountered the unmistakable signature of John Willie’s pen.

Who Was John Willie?

John Alexander Scott Coutts, better known by his pen name John Willie, was a British
artist and photographer born in 1902. Though much of his life remains shrouded in
mystery, his artistic legacy is crystal clear. Willie’s work primarily blossomed in the 1940s
and 1950s, a time when explicit or fetishistic themes were taboo and often suppressed by
mainstream society.

Despite societal constraints, John Willie found a way to express his fascination with
bondage, corsetry, and fetish fashion through his illustrations. His most famous creation,
the character Sweet Gwendoline, became an icon within underground fetish circles. Sweet
Gwendoline’s adventures often depicted themes of captivity and rescue, wrapped in a
playful yet provocative narrative. This blend of storytelling and striking visuals contributed
to the lasting appeal of John Willie’s art.

The Visual Style and Signature Elements of John
Willie’s Work

What sets the art of John Willie apart is not just the subject matter but the meticulous
attention to detail and the unique aesthetic he cultivated. His drawings often feature finely
rendered line work that captures textures such as leather, silk, and metal with remarkable
precision. The elegance of his figures, especially the women, conveys a sense of strength
and allure rather than vulnerability.

Iconic Imagery: Bondage and Fetish Fashion

John Willie’s art is synonymous with vintage fetish fashion — tight corsets, high heels,
stockings, and elaborate bondage gear. These elements are not merely accessories; they
are central to the narrative and emotional tone of his pieces. In many ways, he helped
shape the visual vocabulary of fetish art, introducing motifs like intricate rope work and



stylized restraints that continue to inspire contemporary artists.

Use of Black and White Contrast

Most of Willie’s work is rendered in black and white, relying heavily on contrast to create
drama and depth. This monochromatic approach lends a timeless quality to his
illustrations, making them feel both classic and avant-garde. The stark contrasts also
emphasize the contours of the human form and the gleam of leather or latex, enhancing
the sensuality of the images without needing explicit color.

The Influence of John Willie on Modern Art and
Culture

The art of John Willie has had a ripple effect far beyond niche fetish communities. His
pioneering work laid groundwork for various artistic and cultural movements.

Impact on Fetish and BDSM Communities

For many in the BDSM scene, John Willie’s illustrations offer a historical touchstone—a
reminder of the long-standing tradition of erotic art that celebrates alternative expressions
of sexuality. His work helped normalize certain fetishes by portraying them with
sophistication and humor, rather than shame or fear.

Inspiration for Contemporary Artists and Designers

Many modern illustrators, graphic designers, and fashion creators cite John Willie as an
inspiration. His ability to blend fantasy, fashion, and fetishism opened doors for artistic
experimentation with taboo subjects. Designers often reference his corsetry and bondage
styles when crafting avant-garde collections or editorial shoots.

Crossover into Popular Media

Elements inspired by John Willie’s art have appeared in comics, films, and music videos.
The character of Sweet Gwendoline, for instance, has been adapted and reinterpreted in
various underground publications and art shows. His aesthetic has influenced the stylings
of performers and artists who celebrate vintage glamour combined with edgy, alternative
themes.



Understanding the Cultural Context of John
Willie’s Art

To fully appreciate the art of John Willie, it’s vital to consider the social and legal
landscape of his time. The mid-20th century was an era when censorship laws were strict,
and anything remotely erotic or subversive faced suppression.

Art as Subversion

Willie’s art was more than just personal expression; it was a subtle form of rebellion
against the conservative norms that sought to silence alternative sexualities. By
embedding fetish themes within playful narratives and elegant drawings, he was able to
navigate censorship while still pushing boundaries.

Community and Publication: Bizarre Magazine

John Willie was the editor and primary illustrator for “Bizarre” magazine, a publication
that ran from 1946 to 1959. This magazine became a vital outlet for fetish art and
literature, connecting like-minded readers and artists during a time when such content
was otherwise inaccessible. “Bizarre” showcased Willie’s art alongside other avant-garde
works, fostering a sense of community and shared identity among its audience.

Tips for Collectors and Enthusiasts of John
Willie’s Art

If you’re interested in exploring or collecting the art of John Willie, here are some helpful
pointers:

Start with Reprints and Compilations: Original prints and magazines can be rare
and expensive. Several high-quality reprints and anthologies offer accessible
introductions to his work.

Understand Authenticity: Because of Willie’s underground status, counterfeit or
misattributed pieces exist. Research provenance carefully when purchasing original
artworks or magazines.

Explore Related Artists: The mid-century fetish art scene included other notable
figures like Eric Stanton and Gene Bilbrew, whose works complement Willie’s style
and themes.

Visit Dedicated Exhibitions and Museums: Occasionally, galleries and museums
hold exhibitions dedicated to fetish art history, where Willie’s influence is



prominently featured.

Engage with Online Communities: Forums and social media groups dedicated to
vintage fetish art can be great resources for learning and sharing knowledge about
John Willie’s legacy.

John Willie’s Legacy in Today’s Artistic Landscape

Despite the passing decades, the art of John Willie remains vibrant and relevant. His
pioneering spirit continues to inspire artists who seek to explore themes of sexuality,
power, and fashion with nuance and creativity. By blending technical skill with daring
subject matter, John Willie not only documented a hidden culture but also elevated it to an
art form.

Today, his illustrations are celebrated not only for their erotic content but for their
craftsmanship and storytelling. Exhibitions dedicated to fetish art often highlight his
contributions as foundational, and his characters like Sweet Gwendoline remain cult icons.
The continued interest in his work speaks to the timeless appeal of combining elegance
with edge—a balance John Willie mastered like few others.

Exploring the art of John Willie offers a fascinating glimpse into an era when underground
creativity flourished in spite of societal constraints. It’s an invitation to appreciate how art
can challenge norms, celebrate individuality, and inspire generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was John Willie and why is he significant in the art
world?
John Willie was a pioneering artist and photographer known for his influential work in
fetish art, particularly during the mid-20th century. His detailed illustrations and
provocative themes helped shape the aesthetics of bondage and fetish culture.

What are the main themes explored in John Willie's
artwork?
John Willie's artwork primarily explores themes of bondage, fetishism, dominance and
submission, often featuring women in corsets, high heels, and intricate restraints,
blending eroticism with a sense of empowerment.

How did John Willie influence modern fetish and BDSM



art?
John Willie's stylized and sophisticated illustrations set a precedent for fetish and BDSM
art, inspiring countless artists and contributing to the mainstream acceptance and artistic
exploration of these themes.

What publications featured the art of John Willie during
his lifetime?
John Willie's work was prominently featured in the magazine "Bizarre," which he edited
and published from 1946 to 1959, showcasing his art alongside other fetish and
underground culture content.

What distinguishes John Willie's style from other fetish
artists?
Willie's style is distinguished by its meticulous line work, vintage pin-up aesthetics, and a
blend of playful eroticism with a strong sense of narrative and character development.

Are there any collections or exhibitions dedicated to
John Willie's art?
Yes, John Willie's work has been compiled in various collections and retrospectives, and
his influence is celebrated in exhibitions focused on erotic and fetish art history.

How did John Willie's personal life influence his
artwork?
John Willie's experiences and interest in fetish culture deeply informed his art, reflecting
both his personal fantasies and the underground communities of his time.

Can John Willie's art be considered feminist or
empowering for women?
While interpretations vary, many view Willie's portrayal of women as powerful and
commanding within the context of bondage, suggesting a complex interplay of
empowerment and eroticism.

Where can one find authentic prints or reproductions of
John Willie's work today?
Authentic prints and reproductions of John Willie's art are available through specialized
galleries, fetish art publishers, and online platforms dedicated to vintage erotic art.



Additional Resources
The Art of John Willie: An Exploration into a Pioneering Visual Legacy

the art of john willie stands as a provocative and influential chapter in the history of
fetish art and underground illustration. Emerging in the mid-20th century, Willie’s work
transcended mere eroticism to become a sophisticated blend of fantasy, fashion, and
narrative. His meticulous pen-and-ink drawings, characterized by precise line work and a
distinctive aesthetic, have influenced both contemporary artists and the broader culture of
fetish and alternative art forms. This article delves into the nuances of John Willie’s
artistic style, thematic contributions, and enduring impact.

The Defining Characteristics of John Willie’s Art

John Willie, born John Alexander Scott Coutts, was not just an artist but a visionary who
harnessed the power of illustration to explore themes of power, submission, and identity.
The art of John Willie is instantly recognizable for its clean, elegant lines and a surreal
blend of innocence and eroticism. His drawings often feature strong, empowered women
clad in corsetry, high heels, and other fetish attire, portrayed with a sophisticated blend of
fantasy and realism.

One of the most striking features of Willie’s work is his attention to detail. His figures are
meticulously rendered, with an emphasis on anatomy and texture that creates a sense of
tactile reality even in fantastical scenes. This precision is complemented by his use of
chiaroscuro—the interplay of light and shadow—to give depth and mood to his
compositions. Unlike many contemporaneous artists who leaned toward overt eroticism,
Willie’s work maintained an air of elegance and artistry, balancing sensuality with a
refined graphic style.

Innovations in Fetish Illustration

The art of John Willie played a pivotal role in shaping the visual language of fetish culture.
At a time when such subjects were marginalized and taboo, Willie’s illustrations provided
a coded yet compelling exploration of bondage, discipline, and dominant-submissive
dynamics. His work was pioneering in normalizing fetish elements, presenting them as
both playful and serious themes rather than mere shock or titillation.

Willie’s most famous creation, the character “Sweet Gwendoline,” became a recurring
muse in his serialized stories, embodying the archetype of the damsel in distress within a
fetishized universe. Through Gwendoline, Willie explored narratives of captivity and
rescue, weaving a complex interplay of vulnerability and empowerment. This narrative
approach set his art apart from purely static erotic imagery, inviting viewers to engage
with a storyline that combined fantasy, adventure, and emotional complexity.



Contextualizing John Willie within Art and
Cultural History

John Willie’s work must be understood within the broader socio-cultural context of the
1940s and 1950s. During this era, societal norms around sexuality were rigid, and
censorship laws were strictly enforced. Despite these constraints, Willie found ways to
circulate his art through underground magazines and private collections, establishing a
discreet but dedicated audience.

The art of John Willie can be seen as a precursor to later movements that embraced sexual
liberation and alternative lifestyles. His illustrations anticipated themes that would
become central to BDSM, fetish fashion, and queer culture decades later. Comparing
Willie to contemporaries like Eric Stanton or later artists such as Hajime Sorayama
highlights how his stylistic clarity and narrative depth set a benchmark in fetish
illustration.

Technical Features and Artistic Tools

Willie’s medium of choice was primarily pen and ink, which suited his detailed and precise
drawing technique. The use of fine nibs allowed him to achieve intricate textures, from the
sheen of leather straps to the softness of lace and silk. This technical mastery contributed
to the lifelike quality of his figures and scenes, drawing viewers into his meticulously
crafted worlds.

In addition to his drawings, John Willie was adept at layout and design, often integrating
text and images seamlessly in his publications. This holistic approach enhanced the
storytelling aspect of his work, making the reading experience immersive. His ability to
combine art and narrative foreshadowed modern graphic novels and comic art styles
within adult genres.

Legacy and Influence in Contemporary Art

The art of John Willie continues to resonate with artists, collectors, and cultural historians.
His pioneering role in fetish art paved the way for greater acceptance and exploration of
alternative sexualities in visual media. Contemporary artists often cite Willie as an
inspiration, particularly for his blend of elegance and eroticism, as well as his narrative
sophistication.

Museums and galleries that focus on erotic and underground art have increasingly
recognized Willie’s contributions. Exhibitions of his work highlight not only the aesthetic
qualities but also the cultural significance of his illustrations. Moreover, the resurgence of
interest in vintage fetish fashion and retro aesthetics often draws upon the visual motifs
popularized by Willie.



Pros and Cons of John Willie’s Artistic Approach

Pros:

Innovative fusion of narrative and eroticism creating a unique storytelling
medium.

Meticulous craftsmanship and technical skill in pen-and-ink illustration.

Empowering representation of women in fetish contexts, balancing vulnerability
and strength.

Historical significance as a pioneer in underground fetish art.

Cons:

Limited mainstream accessibility during his lifetime due to censorship and
taboo subject matter.

Some critics argue that recurring themes of captivity may reinforce problematic
gender stereotypes.

Relatively niche appeal, which may not resonate with broader contemporary
audiences unfamiliar with fetish subculture.

The art of John Willie remains a compelling study in how underground art can influence
mainstream culture over time. His work’s ability to weave fantasy, style, and narrative into
a visually striking package speaks to the enduring power of illustration as a form of
personal and cultural expression. Whether viewed through the lens of art history, sexuality
studies, or graphical technique, Willie’s legacy persists as a testament to creative courage
and innovation.

The Art Of John Willie
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  the art of john willie: The art of John Willie Stefano Piselli, Ricardo Morrochi, 1993
  the art of john willie: John Willie Jane Garrett, 2024-10-28 An illustrated and thoroughly
researched exploration of the captivating life, groundbreaking work, and enduring legacy of John
Willie, the celebrated mid-20th-century fetish artist, publisher, and sexual pioneer
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  the art of john willie: The second book of John Willie. Sophisticated bondage art. Ediz.
trilingue Riccardo Morrocchi, Stefano Piselli, 2000
  the art of john willie: John Willie Richard Pérez Seves, 2024 The first comprehensive
biography of John Alexander Scott Coutts, known to the world as John Willie, widely regarded as one
of the most influential underground artists of the 20th century. This meticulously researched,
497-page volume, four years in the making, unveils never-before-seen photographs of John Coutts,
his wife and muse Holly Anna Faram, and the pioneer of American fetish art, Charles Guyette.
Drawing from an array of primary sources--including his revealing Kinsey interview, personal letters,
immigration records, birth and death certificates, and military and seaman papers--this biography
offers an unparalleled glimpse into the life and legacy of a cultural icon. John Willie was not just a
pivotal underground artist; he was a visionary who redefined the cultural boundaries of his time.
Through Bizarre magazine and his creation of Sweet Gwendoline, he provided a space for people
with unconventional desires to find community, expression, and acceptance in a society that often
sought to repress them. His work balanced humor, fantasy, and artistry, pushing fetish culture into
the limelight in a way that was both daring and sophisticated.--
  the art of john willie: Best of Bizzarre. Ediz. inglese, francese e tedesca John Willie, Eric
Kroll, 2001
  the art of john willie: The book of Scottish story Various, 2025-03-02 The Book of Scottish
Story is a rich anthology that captures the diverse tapestry of Scottish folklore, mythology, and
contemporary storytelling. Through a carefully curated selection of tales, each imbued with the
unique essence of Scottish culture, the collection showcases a blend of oral tradition and literary
craftsmanship. The authors employ a vivid narrative style, drawing readers into fantastical realms
and tales of human experience, reflecting the landscapes and histories that shape Scotland. The
book serves not only as a literary work but also as a cultural artifact, preserving the oral traditions
that have been passed down through generations. The diverse contributors to this anthology,
originating from a variety of backgrounds, have all embraced the significance of storytelling in
encapsulating Scotland's rich heritage. Many are established Scottish writers and folklorists whose
awareness of the nation's history and culture have propelled them to compile these stories. Their
collective passion for literature and storytelling enhances the author's voice, offering insights into
the intricate connections between past and present in Scottish life. This anthology is highly
recommended for both scholars and enthusiasts of folklore alike, and it serves as an invaluable
resource for anyone looking to immerse themselves in Scotland's enchanting literary tradition.
Whether you are familiar with Scottish tales or discovering them for the first time, The Book of
Scottish Story promises to transport readers through time and space, inviting them to partake in its
captivating narratives.
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Historical, Traditionary, and Imaginative Tales of the Borders,
and of Scotland: with an illustrative glossary, by Captain Thomas Brown. [With a portrait.] John
Mackay WILSON, 1835
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Tales of the Borders, and of Scotland John Mackay Wilson,
1888
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Tales of the Borders ... John Mackay Wilson, 1857
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Historical, Traditionary, and Imaginative Tales of the Borders,
and of Scotland; with an Illustrative Glossary of the Scottish Dialect. [With Plates.] John Mackay
Wilson, 1880
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Tales of the Borders, Etc John Mackay Wilson, 1877
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Tales of the Borders, and of Scotland. Revised by A.
Leighton. New ed John Mackay Wilson, 1863
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Tales of the Borders and of Scotland: Historical, Traditionary
and Imaginative (Complete) Various Authors, You have all heard of the Cheviot mountains. They are
a rough, rugged, majestic chain of hills, which a poet might term the Roman wall of nature; crowned
with snow, belted with storms, surrounded by pastures and fruitful fields, and still dividing the



northern portion of Great Britain from the southern. With their proud summits piercing the clouds,
and their dark rocky declivities frowning upon the glens below, they appear symbolical of the wild
and untamable spirits of the Borderers who once inhabited their sides. We say, you have all heard of
the Cheviots, and know them to be very high hills, like a huge clasp riveting England and Scotland
together; but we are not aware that you may have heard of Marchlaw, an old, gray-looking
farm-house, substantial as a modern fortress, recently, and, for aught we know to the contrary, still
inhabited by Peter Elliot, the proprietor of some five hundred surrounding acres. The boundaries of
Peter's farm, indeed, were defined neither by fields, hedges, nor stone walls. A wooden stake here,
and a stone there, at considerable distances from each other, were the general landmarks; but
neither Peter nor his neighbours considered a few acres worth quarrelling about; and their sheep
frequently visited each other's pastures in a friendly way, harmoniously sharing a family dinner, in
the same spirit as their masters made themselves free at each other's tables. Peter was placed in
very unpleasant circumstances, owing to the situation of Marchlaw House, which, unfortunately, was
built immediately across the ideal line, dividing the two kingdoms; and his misfortune was, that,
being born within it, he knew not whether he was an Englishman or a Scotchman. He could trace his
ancestral line no farther back than his great-grandfather, who, it appeared from the family Bible,
had, together with his grandfather and father, claimed Marchlaw as their birth-place. They,
however, were not involved in the same perplexities as their descendant. The parlour was distinctly
acknowledged to be in Scotland, and two-thirds of the kitchen were as certainly allowed to be in
England: his three ancestors were born in the room over the parlour, and, therefore, were
Scotchmen beyond question; but Peter, unluckily, being brought into the world before the death of
his grandfather, his parents occupied a room immediately over the debatable boundary line which
crossed the kitchen. The room, though scarcely eight feet square, was evidently situated between
the two countries; but, no one being able to ascertain what portion belonged to each, Peter, after
many arguments and altercations upon the subject, was driven to the disagreeable alternative of
confessing he knew not what countryman he was. What rendered the confession the more painful
was, that it was Peter's highest ambition to be thought a Scotchman. All his arable land lay on the
Scotch side; his mother was collaterally related to the Stuarts; and few families were more ancient
or respectable than the Elliots. Peter's speech, indeed, betrayed him to be a walking partition
between the two kingdoms, a living representation of the Union; for in one word he pronounced the
letter r with the broad, masculine sound of the North Briton, and in the next with the liquid burrof
the Northumbrians. Peter, or, if you prefer it, Peter Elliot, Esquire of Marchlaw, in the counties of
Northumberland and Roxburgh, was, for many years, the best runner, leaper, and wrestler between
Wooler and Jedburgh. Whirled from his hand, the ponderous bullet whizzed through the air like a
pigeon on the wing; and the best putter on the Borders quailed from competition. As a feather in his
grasp, he seized the unwieldy hammer, swept it round and round his head, accompanying with agile
limb its evolutions, swiftly as swallows play around a circle, and hurled it from his hands like a shot
from a rifle, till antagonists shrunk back, and the spectators burst into a shout. Well done, Squire!
the Squire for ever! once exclaimed a servile observer of titles. Squire! wha are ye squiring at?
returned Peter. Confound ye! where was ye when I was christened Squire? My name's Peter
Elliot—your man, or onybody's man, at whatever they like! Peter's soul was free, bounding, and
buoyant, as the wind that carolled in a zephyr, or shouted in a hurricane, upon his native hills; and
his body was thirteen stone of healthy substantial flesh, steeped in the spirits of life. He had been
long married, but marriage had wrought no change upon him. They who suppose that wedlock
transforms the lark into an owl, offer an insult to the lovely beings who, brightening our darkest
hours with the smiles of affection, teach us that that only is unbecoming in the husband which is
disgraceful in the man. Nearly twenty years had passed over them; but Janet was still as kind, and,
in his eyes, as beautiful as when, bestowing on him her hand, she blushed her vows at the altar; and
he was still as happy, as generous, and as free. Nine fair children sat around their domestic hearth,
and one, the youngling of the flock, smiled upon its mother's knee. Peter had never known sorrow;
he was blest in his wife, in his children, in his flocks. He had become richer than his fathers. He was



beloved by his neighbours, the tillers of his ground, and his herdsmen; yea, no man envied his
prosperity. But a blight passed over the harvest of his joys, and gall was rained into the cup of his
felicity. It was Christmas-day, and a more melancholy-looking sun never rose on the 25th of
December. One vast, sable cloud, like a universal pall, overspread the heavens. For weeks, the
ground had been covered with clear, dazzling snow; and as, throughout the day, the rain continued
its unwearied and monotonous drizzle, the earth assumed a character and appearance melancholy
and troubled as the heavens. Like a mastiff that has lost its owner, the wind howled dolefully down
the glens, and was re-echoed from the caves of the mountains, as the lamentations of a legion of
invisible spirits. The frowning, snow-clad precipices were instinct with motion, as avalanche upon
avalanche, the larger burying the less, crowded downward in their tremendous journey to the plain.
The simple mountain rills had assumed the majesty of rivers; the broader streams were swollen into
the wild torrent, and, gushing forth as cataracts, in fury and in foam, enveloped the valleys in an
angry flood. But, at Marchlaw, the fire blazed blithely; the kitchen groaned beneath the load of
preparations for a joyful feast; and glad faces glided from room to room.
  the art of john willie: Wilson's Historical, Traditionary, and Imaginative Tales of the Borders,
and of Scotland John Mackay Wilson, 1835
  the art of john willie: Autobiographical reminiscences James Paterson, 1871
  the art of john willie: Mellencamp Paul Rees, 2024-05-21 A complex, colorful and larger than
life character, John Mellencamp walks to the beat of his own drum. Rees brings into full relief the
complex, iconoclastic character of the man. With Mellencamp's full blessing, Rees includes new
interviews from his friends, family and colleagues, as well as artists whom Mellencamp has had a
pronounced influence on. The result is a story of the American heartland, running parallel to the
advent of rock-and-roll, the Summer of Love, the singer-songwriter superstars and the nihilistic
punks of the nineteen-seventies, the founding of MTV and the have-it-all eighties, the creation of
Farm Aid, and the radical re-shaping of the music industry that has gone on through this century. --
adapted from publisher info
  the art of john willie: The Life and Photography of Doris Ulmann Philip Walker Jacobs,
2014-10-17 Doris Ulmann (1882-1934) was one of the foremost photographers of the twentieth
century, yet until now there has never been a biography of this fascinating, gifted artist. Born into a
New York Jewish family with a tradition of service, Ulmann sought to portray and document
individuals from various groups that she feared would vanish from American life. In the last eighteen
years of her life, Ulmann created over 10,000 photographs and illustrated five books, including Roll,
Jordan, Roll and Handicrafts of the Southern Highlands. Inspired by the paintings of the European
old masters and by the photographs of Hill and Adamson and Clarence White, Ulmann produced
unique and substantial portrait studies. Working in her Park Avenue studio and traveling throughout
the east coast, Appalachia, and the deep South, she carefully studied and photographed the faces of
urban intellectuals as well as rural peoples. Her subjects included Albert Einstein, Robert Frost,
African American basket weavers from South Carolina, and Kentucky mountain musicians. Relying
on newly discovered letters, documents, and photographs—many published here for the first
time—Philip Jacobs's richly illustrated biography secures Ulmann's rightful place in the history of
American photography.
  the art of john willie: "Our Bums" David Krell, 2015-10-29 Baseball fans may know the story of
the Brooklyn Dodgers, but they don't know the whole story. With a foreword by Branch Barrett
Rickey (grandson of Branch Rickey), this book fills the void in Dodgers scholarship, exploring their
impact on popular culture and revealing lesser-known details of the team's history. Personal stories
are included from the fans who embraced Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese, Carl Erskine, Roy
Campanella and other icons of Ebbets Field. Drawing on archival documents, contemporary press
accounts and fan interviews, the author brings to life the magic of the Dodgers, chronicling in detail
the genesis, glory and demise of the team that changed baseball--and America.
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