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Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps: The Ultimate Guide for Collectors

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps has long been considered the
definitive reference for philatelists interested in American postage stamps. Whether you are
a seasoned stamp collector or just beginning your journey into the world of philately, this
catalogue offers an unparalleled depth of information, making it an essential tool for
anyone serious about collecting United States stamps. In this guide, we’ll explore what
makes the Scott Specialized Catalogue so valuable, how to use it effectively, and why it
remains a cornerstone resource in the stamp collecting community.

What Is the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps?

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps is a comprehensive listing and
valuation guide published annually by Scott Publishing Company. Unlike the regular Scott
Catalogue, which provides basic listings and general values, the specialized edition dives
much deeper into the details of U.S. stamps, including varieties, errors, watermarks,
perforations, and other identifying features that dramatically affect a stamp’s rarity and
value.

This catalogue is often described as the “bible” for U.S. stamp collectors because of its
exhaustive coverage, including both classic stamps from the 19th century and modern
issues. It also covers related material such as postal stationery, revenues, and local stamps,
making it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the full spectrum of American
philately.

Why Collectors Choose the Specialized Catalogue

The Scott Specialized Catalogue offers several advantages that make it stand out:

- ¥**Detailed Descriptions:** Each stamp entry includes information about printing
variations, plate numbers, paper types, and known errors.

- **Hjstorical Context:** Many entries provide background information about the stamp’s
issue, helping collectors appreciate its significance.

- ¥**Pricing Guide:** The catalogue lists up-to-date market values for various grades and
conditions, assisting collectors in making informed buying or selling decisions.

- **|llustrations:** Clear images help collectors identify stamps and differentiate between
similar issues.

- **Cross-References:** Links to related stamps and varieties help users explore the full
complexity of U.S. stamp issues.



How to Use the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps

Getting the most out of the Scott Specialized Catalogue requires understanding its
structure and terminology. Here’s how collectors typically navigate this resource:

Understanding the Catalogue Layout

The catalogue is organized chronologically by stamp issue date, making it easy to find
stamps from specific historical periods. Each entry includes:

- ¥*Scott Number:** The unique identifier assigned to each stamp, widely used in the stamp
community.

- ¥*¥|ssue Date:** When the stamp was first released.

- **Description:** Details about the design, printing methods, paper, and perforation.

- ¥*Varieties:** Notes on color shades, watermarks, and other distinguishing factors.

- *¥*Values:** Prices listed for different conditions such as mint, used, and certified grades.

Interpreting Stamp Values

Stamp values in the Scott Specialized Catalogue are suggested retail prices based on
recent market trends and auction results. It’s important to remember that actual sale prices
can vary depending on factors like demand, provenance, and condition. Collectors should
use these values as a guide rather than a fixed rule.

Identifying Varieties and Errors

One of the catalogue’s greatest strengths is its detailed coverage of stamp varieties and
printing errors. Collectors can find listings for:

- ¥*Color Variations:** Slight differences in ink that can change a stamp’s rarity.

- ¥*Watermarks:** Hidden paper marks that are key to identifying certain issues.

- **perforation Differences:** Variations in the size and spacing of perforations.

- **Printing Flaws and Errors:** Misprints, inverted centers, or missing elements that often
command premium prices.

Recognizing these subtle details can transform a common stamp into a valuable collector’s
item.

The Evolution of the Scott Specialized Catalogue



The Scott Specialized Catalogue has evolved significantly since its inception in the late 19th
century. Originally published as a simple price list, it has grown into a scholarly reference
with contributions from philatelic experts worldwide.

Technological Advances

With digital publishing and online databases, Scott has expanded access to its catalogue
content. Many collectors now use electronic versions or apps that offer search functionality,
high-resolution images, and interactive features to enhance the experience.

Annual Updates

The world of stamp collecting is dynamic, with new discoveries and market shifts occurring
regularly. Scott Publishing releases a new edition every year, ensuring that collectors have
the latest information and pricing data. This commitment keeps the catalogue relevant and
authoritative.

Tips for Collectors Using the Scott Specialized
Catalogue

If you're diving into the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps for the first
time, here are some practical tips to help you make the most of this resource:

Start with Your Collection: Use the catalogue to identify and value the stamps you
already own before exploring new acquisitions.

e Pay Attention to Condition: The catalogue differentiates between mint (unused)
and used stamps; condition dramatically impacts value.

e Learn the Terminology: Familiarize yourself with philatelic terms such as
“fineness,” “centering,” and “gum condition” to better understand descriptions.

* Use Supplementary Tools: Consider investing in watermark detectors or
perforation gauges to verify varieties listed in the catalogue.

* Keep Up with Updates: Since the catalogue is updated annually, getting the latest
edition ensures you are working with current data.



Integrating the Scott Catalogue into Your
Philatelic Journey

As a collector, the Scott Specialized Catalogue is more than just a pricing guide—it's a
gateway to understanding the rich history and intricate details of United States stamps. By
studying the catalogue, you can gain insights into historical postal rates, printing
technologies, and the cultural events commemorated on stamps.

Moreover, the catalogue fosters a deeper appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship
behind each issue. Whether you’'re hunting for rare errors or simply organizing your
collection, the Scott Specialized Catalogue remains an indispensable companion throughout
your philatelic adventures.

Exploring the nuances of U.S. stamps through this authoritative reference enriches the
collecting experience, transforming it from a simple hobby into a passionate pursuit of
history and knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps?

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps is a comprehensive reference
guide that provides detailed information, pricing, and images for U.S. postage stamps and
related philatelic material.

Who publishes the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps?

The catalogue is published by Scott Publishing Co., a division of Amos Media, which
specializes in philatelic literature and stamp catalogs.

How often is the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps updated?

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps is typically updated annually to
reflect new stamp issues, market values, and additional research.

What makes the Scott Specialized Catalogue different
from the regular Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue?

The Specialized Catalogue offers more in-depth information, including varieties, errors,
proofs, and postal history, whereas the Standard Catalogue provides a more general



overview primarily focused on pricing for collectors.

Can beginners use the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps?

While primarily aimed at advanced collectors, beginners can also benefit from the detailed
information in the Specialized Catalogue, though they might find the Standard Catalogue
easier to start with.

Where can | purchase the Scott Specialized Catalogue
of United States Stamps?

The catalogue can be purchased through major online retailers such as Amazon, directly
from the publisher’s website, or at specialized philatelic shops and stamp shows.

Additional Resources
Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps stands as one of the most
authoritative references for philatelists, dealers, and collectors focused on U.S. postage
stamps. Its meticulous detailing and exhaustive listings make it an indispensable tool in the
field of American stamp collecting. This catalogue not only offers comprehensive pricing
and identification data but also provides rich historical and technical information that
elevates the understanding of United States philately. In this article, we delve into the
features, usability, and significance of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps, evaluating its role in the broader stamp collecting ecosystem.

The Significance of the Scott Specialized
Catalogue of United States Stamps

Since its inception, the Scott Catalogue has been recognized worldwide as the benchmark
for stamp identification and valuation. The specialized edition focusing on United States
stamps takes this reputation further by concentrating exclusively on U.S. issues, from
classic to modern, including definitive, commemorative, and airmail stamps.

The catalogue is particularly valued for its exhaustive coverage—it includes detailed listings
for varieties, errors, and specialized issues such as experimental printings and official
government stamps. This level of specialization makes it a preferred resource for both
novice collectors seeking guidance and seasoned philatelists requiring precise data.

Comprehensive Content and Structure



The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps organizes its content
systematically, facilitating easy navigation and reference. The catalogue typically includes:

e Detailed stamp listings: Each issue is described with pertinent data such as issue
date, denomination, color, perforation, and watermarks.

e Pricing information: The catalogue provides market-driven values for mint, used,
and graded stamps, reflecting current trends in the philatelic market.

e lllustrations and images: High-quality images accompany listings, aiding collectors
in accurate identification.

e Historical context: Background information sheds light on the significance of various
stamp issues in U.S. history.

e Specialized listings: Includes sections on plate blocks, coil strips, and errors or
freaks, offering depth beyond basic catalogues.

This structured approach not only enhances usability but also supports collectors in making
informed decisions regarding acquisitions and valuations.

Comparing the Scott Specialized Catalogue with
Other Philatelic References

While the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps is widely regarded as the
gold standard in American philately, it is important to consider how it stacks up against
other catalogues and resources.

Scott Specialized vs. Standard Scott Catalogue

The standard Scott Catalogue covers worldwide stamp issues, offering a broad but less
detailed overview of U.S. stamps. In contrast, the specialized version zooms in on the
United States, providing more nuanced information, including varieties and more
exhaustive pricing tiers.

Scott Specialized vs. Other National or Regional
Catalogues

Compared to other national catalogues like the Michel Catalogue (Germany) or the Stanley
Gibbons Catalogue (UK), the Scott Specialized Catalogue caters specifically to U.S.
collectors, providing unparalleled detail for American issues. Its pricing tends to be more



reflective of the North American market, often making it more relevant for collectors and
dealers in the United States.

Key Features and Benefits of the Scott
Specialized Catalogue

The Scott Specialized Catalogue offers several features that underscore its value to the
philatelic community:

e Up-to-date Market Values: Annual editions incorporate current market trends,
ensuring that valuations reflect recent auction results and dealer pricing.

* Extensive Variety Listings: Detailed coverage of errors, misprints, and special
varieties sets it apart from more generalized catalogues.

e Inclusion of Modern Issues: The catalogue remains current by including modern
commemoratives, postal stationery, and even some revenue stamps.

e Educational Content: Informative essays and historical notes provide collectors with
context beyond mere numbers and images.

e Cross-Referencing: Many entries include cross-references to related stamps or
varieties, facilitating comprehensive research.

These features equip collectors with the tools necessary for accurate identification,
assessment, and appreciation of their collections.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite its many strengths, the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps is not
without its limitations:

Pricing Variability

Stamp pricing is inherently volatile and can vary significantly between dealers, auction
houses, and private sales. While Scott’s pricing is a reliable benchmark, collectors should
use it as a guideline rather than an absolute value, especially for rare or unique items.



Complexity for Beginners

The catalogue’s depth and technical language may be overwhelming to novice collectors.
The specialized listings, while useful for experts, might require additional learning for
newcomers to fully utilize the catalogue’s potential.

Print versus Digital Formats

Traditionally available in print, the catalogue’s digital versions have increased accessibility.
However, some users report that digital navigation can be cumbersome due to the
extensive volume of information, highlighting a trade-off between portability and ease of
use.

How Collectors and Dealers Utilize the Scott
Specialized Catalogue

The practical applications of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps
extend across the philatelic community:

e Verification of Authenticity: Detailed descriptions and images help in
authenticating stamps and distinguishing genuine issues from forgeries or reprints.

e Valuation for Insurance and Sales: Accurate pricing guides support collectors in
appraising their collections for insurance or resale purposes.

* Research and Education: The historical insights enhance the collector’s knowledge,
fostering a deeper appreciation for the cultural and historical significance of stamps.

e Investment Analysis: Dealers and investors monitor catalogue values to track
trends and identify potentially valuable acquisitions.

The catalogue thus serves both as a reference and a strategic tool in philatelic pursuits.

Evolution and Future of the Scott Specialized
Catalogue

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps has evolved significantly since its
early editions. Technological advancements have allowed for richer content, improved
imagery, and more frequent updates. The rise of online marketplaces and digital databases
poses both challenges and opportunities for traditional catalogues.



Publishers have responded by enhancing digital editions and integrating supplementary
online tools. Future iterations of the Scott Specialized Catalogue may incorporate
interactive features, real-time pricing updates, and community-driven content, ensuring its
continued relevance in an increasingly digital world.

The ongoing commitment to accuracy, comprehensiveness, and usability ensures that the
Scott Specialized Catalogue will remain a cornerstone resource for U.S. stamp collectors
well into the future.
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scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2010 Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps and Covers James E. Kloetzel, William A Jones, JR, Charles Snee, 2009-10

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps , 1999-10-01 Also includes: Confederate States--Canal Zone--Danish West
Indies--Guam--Hawaii--United Nations. United States administration: Cuba--Puerto Rico--Philippines.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott's Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps Scott Publishing Co, 1931

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2025 Scott Us Specialized
Catalogue of the United States Stamps & Covers , 2024-10 The Scott Catalogue of postage
stamps, published by Scott Publishing Co, is updated annually with hundreds of thousands of
changes and lists all the stamps of the entire world . From its humble beginning as a 24-page bound
pamphlet, the multi-volume set now list more than 700,000 stamps from 600 different postal entities.
Because of the size of each Volume, the 2021 edition has each volume split into a part A and B. So
when purchasing you are obtaining the volume set of part A and B. Scott Publishing publishes a total
of eight large volumes that include six volumes containing all the countries of the world, the United
States Specialized Catalog, and the 1840-1940 Classic Specialized Catalogue (covering the world for
the first 100 years that stamps were issued). The numbering system used by Scott to identify stamps
is dominant among stamp collectors in the United States, Mexico, Canada and through out the
world. It is a must for any researcher or stamp collector

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2024 Scott Us Specialized
Catalogue of the United States Stamps & Covers , 2023-10 The Scott Catalogue of postage
stamps, published by Scott Publishing Co, is updated annually with hundreds of thousands of
changes and lists all the stamps of the entire world . From its humble beginning as a 24-page bound
pamphlet, the multi-volume set now list more than 700,000 stamps from 600 different postal entities.
Because of the size of each Volume, the 2021 edition has each volume split into a part A and B. So
when purchasing you are obtaining the volume set of part A and B. Scott Publishing publishes a total
of eight large volumes that include six volumes containing all the countries of the world, the United
States Specialized Catalog, and the 1840-1940 Classic Specialized Catalogue (covering the world for
the first 100 years that stamps were issued). The numbering system used by Scott to identify stamps
is dominant among stamp collectors in the United States, Mexico, Canada and through out the
world. It is a must for any researcher or stamp collector

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott's Catalogue of United States
Stamps, Specialized , 1933

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue Scott Pub. Co, 1995-11-01 When collectors at every level of interest want to identify,
value or organize their stamp holdings, they look to Scott's catalogues for the information they need.
The Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue allows collectors to trace the rich and varied history of the
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United States through postage stamps in the only catalogue devoted entirely to U.S. issues.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott 2006 Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps & Covers James E. Kloetzel, 2005-01-01

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2023 Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Conterfeits , 2023-10 The new 2023 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States
Counterfeits is the essential reference work for collectors of United States counterfeit stamp issues.
It is also the go-to reference for users of postage stamps who want to know the differences between
authentic postage stamps and counterfeits of a given issue. Postal counterfeits and nonpostal and
revenue counterfeits are listed in separate sections. Counterfeiting of United States forever stamps
increased exponentially in 2021 with most new issues being faked. Scott catalog editors have noted
within the Postage section of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers
what stamp issues are known to exist as counterfeits and have placed that information in footnotes.
Because of the large number of new forever counterfeits stamps (more than 300 major numbers in
the last year), Scott editors have decided to only list denominated and earlier counterfeits in the
2023 Scott U.S. Specialized. No forever or postcard-rate counterfeits are included in the 2023 U.S.
Specialized catalog from the years 2007 to date. The forever counterfeits are included in this new
catalog.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps & Covers 2004 James E. Kloetzel, 2003-01-01

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott's Specialized Catalogue of
United States Postage Stamps Scott Stamp and Coin Company, Inc, 1923

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott's Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps. 1st- Ed.; 1923- Scott Publishing Co, 1923

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Complete Catalogue of United
States Stamps Specialized Scott Stamp & Coin Company, Limited, 1936

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2023 Scott Us Specialized
Catalogue of the United States Stamps & Covers , 2022-10 The Scott Catalogue of postage
stamps, published by Scott Publishing Co, is updated annually with hundreds of thousands of
changes and lists all the stamps of the entire world . From its humble beginning as a 24-page bound
pamphlet, the multi-volume set now list more than 700,000 stamps from 600 different postal entities.
Because of the size of each Volume, the 2021 edition has each volume split into a part A and B. So
when purchasing you are obtaining the volume set of part A and B. Scott Publishing publishes a total
of eight large volumes that include six volumes containing all the countries of the world, the United
States Specialized Catalog, and the 1840-1940 Classic Specialized Catalogue (covering the world for
the first 100 years that stamps were issued). The numbering system used by Scott to identify stamps
is dominant among stamp collectors in the United States, Mexico, Canada and through out the
world. It is a must for any researcher or stamp collector

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: The American Stamp Laura
Goldblatt, Richard Handler, 2023-02-13 More than three thousand different images appeared on
United States postage stamps from the middle of the nineteenth century to the end of the twentieth.
Limited at first to the depiction of a small cast of characters and patriotic images, postal
iconography gradually expanded as the Postal Service sought to depict the country’s history in all its
diversity. This vast breadth has helped make stamp collecting a widespread hobby and made stamps
into consumer goods in their own right. Examining the canon of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
American stamps, Laura Goldblatt and Richard Handler show how postal iconography and material
culture offer a window into the contested meanings and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship. They
argue that postage stamps, which are both devices to pay for a government service and purchasable
items themselves, embody a crucial tension: is democracy defined by political agency or the freedom
to buy? The changing images and uses of stamps reveal how governmental authorities have
attempted to navigate between public service and businesslike efficiency, belonging and exclusion,
citizenship and consumerism. Stamps are vehicles for state messaging, and what they depict is tied




up with broader questions of what it means to be American. Goldblatt and Handler combine
historical, sociological, and iconographic analysis of a vast quantity of stamps with anthropological
exploration of how postal customers and stamp collectors behave. At the crossroads of several
disciplines, this book casts the symbolic and material meanings of stamps in a wholly new light.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott 2005 Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps & Covers James E. Kloetzel, 2004-10-01 Lists and gives prices for stamps
from the U.S,, its territories and possessions, the Confederacy, and the United Nations.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2025 Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United Nations Stamps , 2024-10-15 The new 2025 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United Nations
Stamps is the essential reference work for collectors of United Nations postage stamps and postal
history. The catalog also includes listings and values for first-day covers, inscription blocks, panes
and more. Separate sections are included for the Offices in New York, Geneva and Vienna, and U.N.
souvenir cards, U.N. Proofs, and U.N. Temporary Executive Authority of West New Guinea, U.N.
Transitional Authority in East Timor and U.N. Interim Administration in Kosovo. The United Nations
section will no longer appear in the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and
Covers, but simplified listings will continue to be included in the Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue, Vol. 1.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps Scott Publications, Inc, 1989

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: 2016 Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps and Covers Charles Snee, Donna Houseman, 2015-10-02 Many important
editorial changes enhance the '2016 Scott specialized catalogue of United States stamps and covers'.

scott specialized catalogue of united states stamps: Scott 2007 Classic Specialized
Catalogue James E. Kloetzel, 2006-11-01
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